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Gase | 1 And 
Make baid 80 * for a ſecond 
Audience, which I preſume you 
not refuſe me I have no. 
either upon your Nitehen or your 
Purſe; And wilt neither Oi: YPUr 
Charity, nor n 

ane” 


Epiftle Dedicatory. 
fality. I wait upon you to Give, 
- oReward 

for my Preſizt, but à civil Re- 
ception. 


» Atheiſm that grand Pl of 
the Livin g, 3 T Te 


Dead, rages 9 Iſland: 
Zune glei ge os our Safety, 
ppreheafive of yo 2 


bly 1 Conference as an An 
ler a ntagion; tho' it 
orove BP an 10 Able Remedy a- 
gainſt the Exil; 1 am. ſure it can 
do you no Harm: And then it has 
Cheapneſs, a moſt enticing Qualit 
0 recommend: it. | The Diſcaſe 
eaffly carch'd;*not eafily- rem6y? 
So that a Preſervative | is more ſea. 
ſonable than a Reſtorative. 
Indeed thoſe People ' whoſe” f- 
ſineſß is confind to their Lodgings, 
wle live out of Sight, and rather 
work than ſpott themſelves down, 
ate/almoſt below: the Dan ws ple 
you! move in a * ele vate 
t. 8 — 


when. FF 2 LOI 
Bids op nz its Hach, 
Diſcale. either 5 10555 
at leaſt, Waits on 1 

Beſides, Curio iy an nl 
| jnvirg hee "Ag the giv, pas 

ou adjourn to the 

Noo . theſe gene 
This Th e £520 3 — 

ere; The Tenets are A 
Boxes, and. 5 
Rende vous: 
on the 
rechmmen 


1 the 
raQtis'd at. the. n i 
hen Vertue is 15 
gs before Th JOU, and Ah. 


you; es, Vit 
lanes BY of Avg Sp and Me 
rality. Confuſion. 1 vou 


15 Revil'd and the very = 


thor. 255 ir 1951 'd by ſome, 
chers. In Time 


ery. Hir in, your 
Will Be if ewdly tè et 


hk ſe hings cannot 
FEW: 


Me 
8 . ae e oe p 
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Subjects of Merrüment and | Prdfe- 
nation. n dots IN A YISTON 
'Byr7aben-ohhGa. you sette off 
frogy the Fit to the Eating 
ſurrounded with a Tribe of Hang! 
ers Oi as ſlenderly of. Re- 
ligion as Money j What led Cont 
ments do theſe Rakes: malte ofthe 


o they ſit! at Bret 
vidence, and glance upbnutle D 
vinity;” with'a Trirgered Tune 
which muſt be ſtamp'd with Wi 
(forſoorh becauſe they are profane? 
Now theſd Blafphemics at a full Tas 
ble; And iovef fufler ups When 
the Spirits are ffeſti d; and warin'd 
When Reaſon is ferter'd and 
Scafualiry let looſe; firſt moet with 
Applauſe, and then with | Appro- 
barion';'for cerrainly Met are never 
more* diſposd to deny God, than 
whilſt they offend lim; nor to take 
leave on Religion, chan when They 


have Joie” _ "Wits, | 
A as Agaie 


Text? Ho do 


1 nerate Age, Religion has not loſt 


dogg Monte 


vou our of 7 


Aeg ihn che“ Ne live in a degez 


all Reputation. A. Man may ge to 
wt Heing gaz d upon 
eat to tive. r deen 
to t 
ofthe Publick. Nom to/ſtrengthen 


their: Party's: Atheiſts. have: 2-06 
3 their Eye: They thope.tor 


Fr 


gur Protegtion, c: awd 
inden the Wings of your 
'Hence: they employ |a 
little Artifices to juggle | 
Faith; rand tp hare 
ou antor: Ay gion; and-undeed you 
Ave, 2; mig r over the 
Vulgar; they model. their Judgment 
by. FOUrks pe. Averſion is the 
Standard of Theirs, and What von 
approve, they dare nat : condemns. 
Hrom you;they take Faſhions; Breed, 
ing, and even Religion. So that 1 
wonder not Atheiſts aim at, you 
the Conqueſt of ane Noble Aan 
may be term'd. Lale; for his Sur- 
render 
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hundred) 
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Horeqver 25. fav ur'd' 
with th Eon 1 8 at.of che 
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'Pratice, that Sport is; 15 
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ET. out emory ot 
dae 

a Thy 25. paſt e the River Lethe) 

N ut (hat, is. more ſtupendious) t 
„ thoſe: that are to come. Men are 


ſo taken up with the Charms. of 
the e Projent that they have little 


2219 Iime, 
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r en Fhefinatis Dt 
away a Thongtit” on the Contemi | 

plativn of tlie e love 
not to Wi | from 
the pleaſing * 

the örher? Aug le" 
deer ay ho have Plea ſu 
fore them Wore ge, > 


11 1 
Bs Fg TRAD 11 0 e er 


e 22 


1 85 5 de n 
e a N 

ws e . dean ede Ne 
rue: And 2 jadge Se 60 


Things of another Work tHwalt 
the njoy ment of cher ood” Things 
of this; we ſhall firſt wiſh" there 

were no ſach Place,” and then from 


 wiſhiog a Thing were nor, tel be- 

lieve ir is not, is But a very ſhort 
Traject for the Will and the Judg- 
ment ſeldom diſagree, and if once 


you lop off the laſt Article of the 
Creed 


LA 


Aide; Dory 


Creed Vins am yall ft 


throw out the firſt, (4402 in De: 


nes 177 O 18181810 1 


Dy Ganja you 
emprarion 0 then ars 
4Hways overcomes, Rs beg ru 
with Crit 5p! Agne ther illault, 
and; force thefs — 
retire . εο.]). 9 
wb ſtli Vertues arc more. 


— made — they 
appehr more. u po 
b tlie Sun the ial 
their benign Huluente won al 
them, and thoſe they cannor warm 
with their Munificence, they en- 
lighten with their Example. But 
however the Event of War is doubt- 


fut, and the Danger certain :-Mhere 


Temptation reigns, there's no Place 
for Security ; and therefore by the 
Laws: of Prudence you are bound 


to take the beſt Precautions : You 
Cans 
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> em uus. _— 0 el * att 
Derr Reader,; hoo 8 
Offer te your Peruſal, the Secbnd part 
12 Geßtiereh tn 17 
Teatiſe againſt Atheiſm. F hope it, n 
table ; 1 am ſure _it 45. en — 
Hanne to Prepare for a Difente, when the 
Enemy has gain d 1 Wai. "When the 
Plague rages, and Deat 7 at 5 Dolls 
its Time to. think of an 
publick Danger, Nature omni A 1 
Subject to ro feb for his Prince ow Coun 
try, Unufquiſq; naturaliter eſt Miles. 
Duty arms us, and Allegiance: enters our 
Names in the "Muſter-Rols. Gad Foo under 
the moſt vile Circumſt antes of \Inſutt | ant 
Outrage. Libertines male bold With hit me 
ſacred 


Prefice to the Reader. 
ſacred Attributes, they burleſque bis Mere 
lamporn. hit Juſf ice, and ridicule his Om- 


77 otence, whilſt Atheiſt ſts attack his very 
Bring. and 7 in the Face of 2 Prin. 


on ſuch previ * ſions , . is 


2 as 6611 b. ' Neutrality, and not 'to 
ſtand up in our Maler's Defoe when A- 


2581. She's Ke ane 2 his 

ance 5 2 tel 
me, * 22 Es — are not 
canes for our Meridian. That may 


be uſeful te the wild 1 77 K 
by 
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4 Word from Greece toe xpre 3 it. A 
rather appreſi d with he ight of a Dei 
than; want it, We wall in & e 
Knowle +: Not the Ob ſe FRY, Fgnorance. 
400 whi 7 we lexate all = ag Us Fes 
17 5 1% Juppo 1 5 haue none 
ut under avour ( Gene le me 1 we abs 
not ſail to the Megalanian Str aight's, J 
cut the burning Line 10 find an A 
Tele. Monſters . breed nig her Home; * ie 
+ x n or. Soar: 78 (he) thrive 15 * 
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St. Auſt in page pts theſe Verminplagud 
2 Ate is doeas dur, bug. het they" lay” 
er 
nito, and Sculekꝗd u 8 ited 
dixit in corde ſua now oft Deus, quia 
hoc nemo audet dicere, gtiam ſi fuerit 
auſus cogi 
Atheiſm ſt and no mm en Rrſerue thefs;, 


ftram, x. the. Shave of. 


laid: Aan T r. Vixand, ld pe 
lick $021.29vly wirheb 
mpugdence. Ot lar Frets 3 


— Solitude, the Ah 5 * 
they rar in ti Nog. Abri 
braves' wy." Md Je d — 
inte a Mid-Day: , .Demoniugy Nie- 
ridlanum ! 2h tk 2 W « 


Dicopline, they ald abroad in cg 
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But nom the Scene is ſbifteu,; 
it ſcorns to lie under h — *\ -- 


4+ tui it out of Doors. 


Preſeb to tlie Reader, 
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| | 101 ot 

e Cart. Je bar wheedPol 
anteil Party, mor 3 — bat ehe 
Pete alfa, who tihe Ships obs Our, ; 
* him down Prety, and 

laugh Religion out cvuntemante to 
the.:Sucr ade." 4 5 ni 
Our $' Ne on | 
_ CES ** ene =o; 
inre nile 4g r "Invaſion upon : 
nd relates te Free Morality . ay Abe 
dication, \ nn oe) Riu 12 
(nn King David's Rege an Avbeift made 
"goons Figure, be was. content ro were the 

a, Rauble; 5 P 
rb 2 Bchlaramouch j db 
Tit inſipens ſuo nen eſt Deus. 
And — — Feger ber wich the 
Nya Prophet, voted him rhe Sat ian . Bur 
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Mat au om ſince rhe? Deteaſe , 
Anceftors: bes mn 4 tir Duy 
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A nem Cheation, ſtark 'up Th wid 
| cans. T. he moſt dull Greature that 
dares Aiſamm his Mater i: — 4 Vir- 


tuoſa, and mirhqnir dyn url. 'Fryal vf dur 
Abilittat icammritbe f. H or: the. Ac ade - 
wy of Rakes : For theſe Men having \ow 
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ing and Keligien: 


deft out f "the" Creed; 
oom abandon our Ae Mimi fand 


will varniſh into Senſe, and 


-Prefics te the Rendern. 
uſurp'd the Bench; r 4 Breed- of 
an. 9 9 


Igment i "the 

Srandard of Senſe,” and 4a Nobituy : 
5 e las God: with 
; bee — #'#'threwd 

lad | 


man 55 Fa Help of Her 
2 .the King's Patent; Way, 
but 'a Man. e W981 1 Fark: A na 
e what they drive al, N 
ſign to ſpread 'a'V aritifh on the Fals f Vite, 
to turn Lewaneſs s into Vertue, and Brutytts- 
ry into Diverſion ; their" Plor ir well Laid, 
their” Meaſures are „ and Succeſi wut 


crown their Euer ou 5e be . 
will 


3s u of Parts; dude. Gentle. 
„4 Peer 
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+: Konfor 
we f fall 
below the Level of 'our own Species.” Power 
will decide Right, Intereſt will defdre Home- 
fty,' and Revenge phonownce _ EO 
and chen li ee — we — 
en to al the Imad. of elende; ? 
41 the Afſaults of Vice. Is not this 4 fine 
Met hod to cut Fel the' Line?" f Com m- 
nication between Mam and 
all rate F the 
Order . of Confuſio 


on the ſame Ground "with "Moc 


83 VT drown 
D Mok the - 


TO with we Aab "apa to ter 


_ looſe 


7 To throw 


ll | Price 5 the Reader. | 
11 Tartars i . 
wot FN var Aber 4 1 818255 to 
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 Jpreads fo ig thr te 15 
.ON is become Epidemical, its above Exp ref 
fron 3 God ſend it be not alſo paſt Cure! 


One, would think. Cyrce had el her 
magical Potions hither; Transformations are 


f ordin, 
, 'beca 
an 
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3- a whiat . raiſes my. 
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h «ll end Og 9 85 
S wine. 

Tis hard. to fig 
2 2 5 


: i | Religion, and 4 17 of 2 : 5400 
x are 4 open, — 5H, 7 25 
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Preface to the Reader. 
the. "Mob, "phoy runot reach 


But 


jon ment 
e who "move in 4 "Sphere. '; 


Swains lis tos fur out of Sig be, 10 
:the Nobility; — — 
4 Sixe to ſet up 4 Faſhi 
deſerve Imitation.” * c1 BE 
Ir kertain nothing ha3-comributed \inore 
10 the 1 of © Atheiſm than the 
Liberty e the Preſs ; like Pandoras“: Br 
it has poured out allthe Plagues of Schif 
that 72 theſe hundred Tears haue lard 
the Nation. They ſwarm in every Corner, 
and ate becom both A ' Drudge, un 
Grievanee. | Like Toad- Stole, "Pare up 
i a Night, and whit Wonder ] Nat 
hudales up in a Moment, thoſe Inſefts that 
. 22 N e e . 


krios, wit ” but non 
por von ys Shape, TI Wk. 3h Mr hn 84 1 


The Preſs" however at nom 4" Branch" of 

our Property, and a Part of our darling Ti- 
berty; Wi think our © ſelves. ferter d, unleſs. 
we Rove! % Freedom to furt the Pre 
rogative, o Yor Bluſphenies as 
and to revile Religion a 
then bt our A — 


they are Creatures #00 ſimal 
wary Bo 
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People * ne apr thay 


cake fark Fa Pain to fand Þ aud Debaye. 


cher Recor WA n vi 22810 
| 225 their | looks. nc Was 
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ike at Neligion, aud aim by. i 
- + rm; Mgt Almighty : And 2 their | 
may tale, and their Popſon wor with 


2 ths galt over with. /ofs 
fewrmming . Expreſſions, chiming Feri 
| 1 wich Poiſon. 0 male my 


an ſtronger. Smut and Baudery are fulſome. 
On an their om N b 5 
are fitter. ers. . yy hor a 
mol tor. for s 4 Ranch over thein 
5, and "veils — 1 ty, ren en- 
chant Senſe, and ; | 
fer mT, 
fer indeed ſome — no font 
Aram the States. * 1 
8 Areas not in Buſto but Af, length, with p 
4 Fig-leaf te cover their Nakedneſs. 
They er under, all pages and, in all Fa 
ſures, but hoſt of Decenty,. Mu. F ue 


v2 0 can 


watorny to Vi 


brew d 
1 A 
only - Copies, The aber bh 


true Originals." . |. 
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Pamphleteers . ſeems. ＋ 
Vertue and 3 


e ; 2. going, 
into i 0. ut Ko antempt; 
and Thin P. are come to 2 2 = Condition, 
that Conſcience lies under all the Dreads 
of Reproach, and — Ci wy þ 
"ws when the. Ag ,enda of Religion « are 
laid 4 72 the Credenda will ſoon be dif- 
miſe? uſeleſs and Cumberſome. A Man 
that has but the B _— to charge thro 
all the Terrors of the World, in good 
Time will St. at them; and then becauſe 


Cod tales nes off Sinners in F . 


Are e ES 


be Halle, —— FS the Md une 
imemr, he will be 3 
clude he is A meer Bu 
. e 


ab un Ip” nd oor for 2 3 
ii 4 Quatue mit hont ; Bet re — 
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of Atheiſm, RE be . 7664 
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DIALOGUE LI 


How Theomachus became an Atheiſt, | 
ſet down as 4 Caution for all Toungs 
Gentlemen. 5 


HE next Morning Neander 

took Coach, and drove direct- 

ly to Euſebiuss Lodgings. He 

walk'd up Stairs, and found his Friend 

in his Cloſet. Good Morrow I ſaid 

Neander) laſt Night 1 brought you the 
Challenge, and now I come to ca 

you to your Antagoniſt. I hear he is 

ſtrangely -fluſh'd up with Hopes of 

Vitory, and has calld in ſome Friends 


to be Spectators of his Triumph. 


Euſeb, Atheiſts like young Warciſſuss 
B dote 


——ů— —— ow fee... ON EC —— , ⏑ , , 


2 A Gentleman: inſtructed, &c. 
dote on their own Abilities; and be- 
cauſe they "are more proud than we, 
they very wifely conclude they are 
more witty. But (Neander) thoſe who 
talk moſt, do not always talk beſt. 
2 and Reaſoning are not al- 
Ways Ot. 


ways of the ſame Side, that lies with- 
in the Verge of a Fool, and this is 
the Prerogative of a wiſe Man. But 
pray why ſo early this Morning? A- 
Theiſts and Libertines are now in their 
firſt Sleep; they are perfect Sybarites, 
and never open their Curtains till the 
Sun has drove over the Meridiun: So 
that *they live no leſs extravagantly 
Than they believe: Their Actions croſs 
upon Nature, as well as their Faith 
on Reaſon. But indeed we muſt fling 
in ſome Grains of Allowance ; for where- 
as other Men fleep to refreſh Nature, 
Atheiſts fleep to work out a Debauch. 
And as they drink poor Reaſon aſleep, 
Jo they ſleep it awake, and this Ope- 
ration requires Time. I have read that 
the Morning Heats are -admixable for 
Tranſpiration, they ſupply the Place ef 
a Bagnio, and ſpare both Ex pence, and 
Trouble. 110 
Neand. An Atheift cannot croſs your 
Way, but you arc profently —E 
v3 Pur, 


A Gentleman inſtrufted, c. 3 
Spur, you make at him with full ſpeed, 
and ſeldom leave the Chaſe till you are 
both run down : Have you forgot, That 
Love your Neighbour as your 40 6 takes ig 
both Infidels and Atheiſts too? And that 
whoſoever is of your Species comes with- 
in the Pale of the Precept. as 

Euſeb. I love their Perſons, but cannot 
be reconcilꝰd to their Principles; I could 
heartily pity em, had they one grain of 
Compaſſion for themſelves; but they are 
a Race of Men, that neither deſire Pity, 
nor deſerve it ; they walk on the very 
Brink of the BR and (tho* they 
know the Danger) ſhut their Eyes, that 
they may not ſee it, as if they plac'd 
their Happineſs in their Ruine. In fine, 
Neander, they ſhall have my Prayers, but 
not my Eſteem. But 4 Propos : May I 
not know. my Antagoniſt's Name? 1 for- 
got this Query at our laſt Meeting. 

Nean. And really I forgot to acquaint 
you : He is call'd Theomachus; he is in 
great Requeſt, and fpeaks well, tho' he 
believes ill. 

Fuſeb. Theemachns ! q 

Nean. Why have you any Acquaintance 
with the Gentleman ? | 

Euſeb. I never exchang'd a Word with 
him in my Life: But a Man muſt hare 
. = B 2 e 


A A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 

led the Life of a meer Recluſe, not to 
have heard of Theomathus : He has been 
the Town Diſcourſe theſe Thirty Years; 
and never Man has been more prais'd, 
nor more blam'd than he. I have heard 
2 Thouſand Panegyricks of his Youth, 
and as many Satyrs of his old Ape, that 
leaves no place for Invective, nor this for 
Excuſe : For as I have been credibly in- 
form'd, in his tender Years he practis'd 
all Vertues, and ſince he began to decline, 
has plung'd himſelf into all Vices : He 
has not only debauch'd himſelf almoſt 
ont of his Eſtate, but quite out of his 
Religion; he turn'd off Chriſtianity for 
Libertiniſm, and from hence ſept into 
- Atheiſm ; ſo that dike Lucifer, from an 
Angel of Light, he is Metamorphos'd in- 
to a Spirit of Darkneſs, and has improv'd 
the Contempt of his Creator into-open 
Rebellion; nay, he reads Lectures of 
Atheiſm to others, and ſo ſpreads the 
Infection, and makes his on Diſeaſe in- 
curable ; for if the Allurements of Plea- 
ſure are ſo bewitching as to perſwade a 
Man in ſpight of Reaſon to live an 
Atheiſt, Honour wil} puſh the Illuſion 
farther, and invite him to die one. 1 
am ſenſible enough that we are more 
prone to cenſure our Neighbours v 

f thay 


Gentleman inſtructłd, &c. 5 
than to take Notice of bis Vertues: In- 
vectives flow more eaſily from us than 
panegyricks; and therefore I thought my 
ſelf „ to ſuſpend my judgment of 
Theomachus, till I found ſome better Evi- 
dence than popular Reports, which often 
times owe their Being to Miſtake or En- 
vy, and their Growth to a talkative Hu- 
mour, and indeed at length I fell by 
chance in the, Company of one of his 
Friends, who gave me full SatisfaQion - 
His Life has ſomething of the Romance, 
but more of the Tragedy; *tis fitter to 
Grieve, than to Divert us, and to melt 
us into Tears, than into Laughter: Time 
does not preſs; l will (if you pleaſe) run 
over the chief Circumitances ; tho? the 
Narrative be not Diverting, 1 am ſure it 
will be InſtraQive - You will learn by his 
ſad Fall, that Man can find no ſure Foot- 
ing here, that Vertue lies within the Reach 
ot Temptation, and cannot only be aſ- 
faulted, but overcome. W | 

Nean. Pray, Sir, favour me with the 
Relation; Inſtruction is never unſeaſona- 
ble, and ſometimes neceſſary, eſpecially 
to young Men, whoſe Nature bends 
more willingly to what is Pleaſant, than 
what is Lawful, and who rather ſpur on 
their Paſſions, than curb 'em; beſides Ig- 

B 3 norance 


miration; it flowers in the very Winter 
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norance waits on Youth, as well as Pre- 

ſumption. That: hides the Danger; This 

1 it; but both betray us. Pray 
5 FS. 


in. 

Euſeb. Tis a kind of Poſtulatunr in 
Spirituality, that Men end as they be- 
gin, and die as they live; and indeed 
Experience teaches as well as Scrip- 
ture; that the laſt Act of our Lives is 
hut a Copy of the firſt. Vertue planted 
in the Spring of Youth, thrives. to Ad- 


of Age, it blooms in the Grave, and 
breaths forth Perfames when our Bodies 
exhale Infection. Now if an early Ver- 
tue caſts its Roots ſo low, that the Blaſts 
of impetuons Paſſions are not able ty i 
ſhake it. Vice certainly will be more 
laſt ing; this is the Product of our own 
Soil, like poyſonous Weeds it grows 
without Planting, and in Proceſs of Time 
winds and twiſts it ſelf with our very 
Nature; it ſinks into our Bones, and 
not only conveys the Infection through 
all the Humours of the Body, but cor- 
rupts the very Faculties of the Soul; ſo 
that like cronical Diſtempers, it accom- 
panies us to our Coffins, it ſleeps witlt | 
us in the Grave, and burns with us in 
AI; R 
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A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 7 
Tho' this Rule be univerſal, it admits 
of ſome Exceptions; who court Sin in 
their Youth, ſometimes deteſt it: in their 
declining Years; and thoſe who quench 
the unlawful: Heats of Lewdnefs in the 
very Summer of their Lives; are conſum d 
by 'em in the Autumn of their Age; e- 
ven then like Mount Gibel, they are 
Snow without, and Fire within; and 
this Providence permits, that the Saint 
may not preſume, nor the Sinner deſpair. 
St. Paul was a Perſecutor before he be- 
came an Apoſtle. He made a Martyr in 
Jeruſalem before he ſuffer'd Martyrdom 
at Rome; and only propagated Chriſtia- 
nity, when firſt he conſpir'd its Ruine: 
What could be more Promiſing than the 
Beginning of unfortunate Judas ? He re- 
ceiv'd Power over Devils, as well as o- 
ver Diſeaſes; and commanded Nature 
whilſt he obey'd his Maſter : But when 
Avarice prey'd upon his Innocence, Trea- 
fou broke in upon his Loyalty, and De- 
ſpair put an End to his Life, to begin che 
everlaſting Puniſhment of his Offences: 
But we need not run ſo far back into 
Antiquity for ſuch Examples ; our Age 
can leave at leaſt one Preſident to Poſte- 
rity in the Perſon of unfortunate Theo- 


mac hun. | 
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8 A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 

This Gentleman ſeem'd born under ſo 
happy a Conſtellation, that all Things con- 
ſpir d to make him a Saint. At the Age 
of Twelve he had the Prudence of a Man 
of Twenty, an Air of Gravity ran thro? 
all his Actions, ſo that he had nothing of 
the Child, but Age and Innocence. The 
Seeds of a pious Education fown in a Soil 
ſo grateful, could not chuſe but improve 
almoſt to a Miracle; and indeed, ſo ſoon 
as he heard to what End he was Created, 
together with the dread Myſteries of Chri- 
ſtian Religion; that the Vertues of the 
Juſt would be Rewarded with an Eternity 
of Joys ; and the Sins of the Impious 
with an Eternity of Torments : He ne- 
ver balanc'd on the Choice, but reſolv'd 
to ſquare his Life by the Rule of the Go- 
ſpel, and to poſtpone all the Advantages 
of Time to thoſe of Eteraity. | 

His Conduct was an Argument that 
his Reſolution neither flow'd from Child- 
Hhneſs, nor Ignorance; he labour'd to 
put it in Execution with the ſame Eager- 
neſs he made it, and he told his Tutor 
one Day, that to defer the Execution of 
a good Purpoſe, and to break it, was the 
ſame Thing; that a bad Action ſhould ne- 
ver be done, nor a good one ever omitted. 


He began firft to model his Paſſions, and 
puniſh'd 


A Gentleman inſtructed, Nc. 9 
puniſh'd em like Traytors before they 
were able to rebel - He taught em to 
obey betimes, that they 'might never 
pretend to Soveraignty, and refus'd them 
all Things to baulk their Importunities ; 
ſo that when he made his firſt Appearance 
in the World, and enter'd upon Conver- 
ſation, he drew all Men's Eyes and Ad- 
miration upon him; he ſeem'd caſt in a 
quite different Mould than other Men, 
and wholy exempt from the common 
Curſe of Mankind; he fear'd thoſe 
Things which others hope for, and ran 
from thoſe vain Amuſements they pur- 
lace : He plac'd his Wealth in the Pur- 
chaſe of Vertue, not of Land, and de- 
ſpis'd all Honour, but that which ſuits 
with a Chriſtian : He look'd upon his E- 
ſtate as a Property of the Poor, and 
therefore return'd them the Overplus as 
a Dobt, rather than as a Benevolence; 
and when once a Relation deſir'd him to 
ſhape his Charity by the Rule of Diſere- 
tion: My Neighbour's want (reply'd 
Theomac his) is the Standard of my Alms, 
and I had rather drive my Liberality too 
far than too ſhort - He never withdrew 
from thoſe Diverſions that recreate the 
Body without endangering the Soul; 
but then he could not be won to coun- 
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ro Genen inſtructed, &c. 
tenance a Debauch; and altho' this 
Nicety often expos'd him to the Scoffs 
and Raillery of thoſe young Blades, 
that rated Pleaſare above their Duty; 
yet de either deteſted their Malice, or 
pitied their Folly, and valued his In- 
nogence above their Favour. We live 
(aid he one Day) in a ſtrange Age, 
and as ſtrange a Kingdom, we pro- 
feſs a Reformation in Religion, and a 
Corruption of Manners: We believe 
what Chriſt reveal'd, and bluſh to pra- 
ctice what he taught: His Religion is 
Alamode, and his Precepts of Morality 


out of Faſhion. Surely we pretend: to 


juſtifyx the Lewdneſs of our Actions, 
the Holineſs of our Religion, as 
H. true Faith were a Warrant for Im- 
morality. Cannot a Man be well 
bred unleſs he lives ill? Nor conde- 
ſcending unleſs he gives up his Title 
to Heaven? Can nothing oblige a 
Companion but my Damnation? Nothing 
intitle me to good Behaviour but Im- 
piety ? This is certainly to confound' 
Ideas, to ſettle falſe Notions, and 
to banter Things out of their Na- 
ture. 
You may eaſily imagine ſuch I.eQures: 


of Morality were unpalatable to thoſe 


young 


. 


out, Gentlemen to your” Arms. Young 
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A Gentleman inflyutted; &. tt 
young Sparks, who fix their Byes ant 
Thoughts only upon the preſent. * 
took the Alarm and immediately cryd 


* 
— 
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Theomachus (ſays one) is vaſtly preten- 
ding, he ſets up for a Preacher without 
Holy-Orders, and enters upon the Miz 
niſtry- without Licence. Nay (replies 
another) he joyns Inſult to Outrage, 
Firſt by Impeaching our Conduct, an 
Secondly by making Inroads on our 
Prerogative. *Tis a Gentleman's Prixi- 
lege to ſin without Reproof, as Well as 
without Scruple, and whoſbever, ad vi- 
ſes us of our Duty, tranſzreffes his. 
own. We ſhall be cloy'd with Homi- 
lies unleſs we cool his Zeal, and ſwee- 
ten his moroſe Complection. I am not 
(ſays a third) for being always upon the 
Defenſive, we muſt make a Diverſion, 
and carry the War into his own Do- 
minions. His Vertue I ſuppoſe is nor 
impregnable; it may either be maſter d 
by Force, or ſeiz'd on by a Surpriſe, 
and if our Enterpriſe ſucceed we ſhall” 
gain a Proſelyte, and loſe a Cenſor. The 
Counſel was receiv'd with Applauſe; . 
and preſently they fell to Work; they 
attackd his Reaſon with Wine, and 
his Chaſtity with Women. Bar Tee- 
| ac hu 
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machus vented their Mines before they 
took Fire, and ſo cover'd his Adver- 
faries with Confuſion, and himſelf with 
Glory. Nay he painted the Fowlneſs. 
of the 7 ennan — ſo lively Colours, 
that he brought over ſome-to a better 
Life; and 3 thoſe he could not per- 
ſuade to repent, he taught to bluſh: 
And now. he had obtain'd ſuch a Su- 
periority, that all thoſe Hectors who 
could not love him, were forc'd to 
eſteem him. His very Preſence brid- 
led their Paſſions, * kept them with- 
in the Bounds of Decency, and tho? 
he could not control their Thoughts, 
he was abſolute Maſter of their Acti- 
ONS. 

Theomachus run on in this holy Courſe 
till the Thirtieth Year of his Age, re- 
ſpected by Men, and precious in the: 
Sioht of God. Never Man bid. fairer. 
for Perſeverance than he; He had kept 
his Paſſions under ſuch ſevere Diſci- 
pline, that they ſeem'd rather dead, 
than mortify'd ; they had obey'd ſo 
long, that they loſt almoſt all Deſire 
to command: He lay under the Vio- 

lence. of no ill Hahits, no criminal En- 
gagements, in fine he judg'd himſelf ſe- 
cure when he was within an Ace of his 
Ruine. His 
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A Gentleman inſtructed, Xx. 13 
His Siſter (affianc'd to a young 
Gentleman) invited him to her Wed- 
ding, ſhe preſs'd the Invitation with 
that Earneſtneſs, Theomachus foreſaw 
ſhe would not return with a Denial; 
he made notwithſtanding ſome Reſi- 
ſtance , -and carried on his Excuſes be- 
yond the Laws of Civility, for he knew 
that Meetings devoted to Merriment, 
are often profan'd with Lewdneſs, or 
at leaſt that Temptation crowds. in 
with Youth and Gallantry, yet at length 
Importunity overcame his Canſtancy., 
and this Piece of innocent Condeſcen- 
dance firſt threw him upon Temp- 
tation and then tumbled him into 
the Precipice of Libertigiſm and A=- ' 
theiſm. 
Some of his. Relations, Men of a gay 
Temper, were grown out of Conceit 
with his Moderation, and Reſerved- 
neſs, and therefore reſolv'd either to 
bend his Vertue, or to break it. They 
hire a Woman, Fair as a Helen, bat Lewd 
as a Meſſaline, ſne was one of thoſe 
who proſtitute their Honor for a fine 
Equipage, and firſt prey on young 
Gentlemen's Hearts, and then on their 
Eſtates. She was handſomely ſet out 
tor the Employment, and well vers d 
In 
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in all the little Arts of Wheedling, 
nothing could be more engaging than 
ker Converſation, her Humour was plea- 
fant, and yet reſerv'd: So that thoſe 
that did not know her, would have 
taken her for a Veſtal; ſhe was well 
inſtructed in her Part, and promis'd to 
act it to the Life, nor did ſhe fail in 
the Execution. t 
Theomachus on the Day appointed 
repair'd to his Siſter's Lodgings, where 
he was receiv'd with open Arms; every 
one gave bim the Welcome, but they 
forew'd up Civility even to Affectation, 
who had laid the Train to blow up 
his: Vefttue: And now the deceitful 
Syren | ſpoke of began to enter on the 
Stage. She continually plac'd her ſelf 
before him, and took him out to dance 
a Minuet; ſhe found ' Occaſion to enter- 
tain him, and ſometimes in private. 
Theomachus was firſt charm'd with her 
Converſation, - then he fought it, and 
in fine he found an Uncaſineſs when he 
was out of her Company; in a Word, 
his Paſſion made ſuch Progreſs in the 
Space of two Hours, that he was ſcarce 
able to Maſter it: This Baſilis had 
ſhot the Poyſon. thro' his Eyes to his 
Heart, and its Operation was: 1 
| at 
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4 Gentleman inſtractud; &ec. 15 
that the peſtilential Flame almoſt con- 
ſum'd him before he well knew the 
Cauſe of ſo ſtrange an Alteration; he 
bluſn'd within himſelf to ſubmit at the 
Age of Thirty to a Paſſion, he had 
conquer'd at Twenty, and concluded 
that Magick had a greater Hand in 
his Overthrow than Nature, but *tis 
a Folly to impute to Philtrums and In- 
cantations thoſe Effects which ſpring 
from our ſelves, and riſe out of our 
own' Corruption. | | 
He endeaveured to pen up his Paſ- 
fron within his ewn Breaſt; and fear'd 
it ſhould take Air, but Love is a Flame 
that cannot be confin'd, it breaks out 
in ſpite of Oppoſition, and works its 
Way thro? all the Masks of Diſſimu- 
lation. A certain GloomineG fate on 
his Face, Cheerfulneſs gave Place to 
Melancholly, he ſhew'd an Uneaſinefs 
in Company; and a Diſſatisfaction in 
Solitude, all wondered at the ſudden 
Alteration, but no Body more than 
himſelf. Some calPd the Diſtemper a 
Fever, others a Weakneſs, but all 
miſt in their Conjectures, beſides the 
Viper that ſhort the Poyſon, and the 
unfortunate. Gentleman that receiv'd 


It. 
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16 A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 
Theomachus pretended Sickneſs, and ſo 
withdrew to his Lodgings, but he trail'd 
the Dart after him, it ſtuck in his 
Heart, and he neither had the Courage 
to diſengage it, nor Reſolution enough 
to ſupport. the Torment: He hated the 
Pain, yet doted on the Cauſe of it, 
and even ſeem'd to taſt ſome Happi- 
neſs in the very Height of his Miſery. 
But Oh! When he compar'd his paſt 
State with the preſent, the ſweet Calms 
of a vertuous Mind with the boiſte- 
rous Tempeſt of a diſtemper'd one; 
he thought himſelf fallen from Heaven 
into Hell, and confeſs'd nothing was 
wanting to compleat his Miſery, but 
the Eternity of his. Torments. His 
Fancy drew out a Landskip of all the diſ- 
mal Conſequences of fo unruly. a Paſſion ; 
and Reaſon told him 'twas Time to 
prevent them, but he relied too much 
on his Vertue, and ſuppos'd it invinci- 
ble, becauſe hitherto 1t had. not been 
overcome. He thought his Power over 
Paſſion was as abſolute, as God over the 
Sea, and if he bid it ſtop within the 
Bounds of Decency and Innocence, it 
durſt not diſobey. But alas! Vertue muſt 
not without great Precaution be put to 
the Teſt. If we truſt it too far, it often 
| gives 
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A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 17 


gives us the flip, and by a moſt juſt 
Judgmeut from Heaven, too great a 
Confidence ends in Ruine. | 

In fine Theomachus was impatient for 
a Second Interview; he concluded no 
Harm could follow becauſe he intended 
none. That there was no Danger of 
Sin becauſe his Thoughts were innocent, 
nay he was now flown up to ſuch a 
Height of Extravagance, as to perſuade 
himſelf, that the Impetuoſity of Appe- 
tite is ſooner tamd by Liberty than 
Reſtraint, and that like ſome capricious 
Horſes, it runs faſter when you draw 
in the Reigns than when you flacken 
them. Thus he fetch'd Arguments. from 
the Stable, and play'd the Jockey ra- 
ther than the Chriſtian. | 

His Companions made him a Viſit, 
and eaſily perceiv'd the Cauſe of his. 
Diſeaſe. They prais'd his Paſſion, ap- 
plauded his Choice, and very Religi- 
oully offer'd their Service in this amo- 
rous Adventure, i. e. they ſaw a Relation 
on the Brink of the Precipice, and 
would by all Means favour him with 
a civil Puſh, for you muſt know (Ne- 
ander) there is a Race of Men in this. 
City, who entrench upon the Devil's 
Employment, or rather are his Depu- 


ues, 
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ties, they tempt by his Commiſſion; 
and damn their Friends out of Kind- 
neſs: They are more ſucceſsful and more 
dangerous than their Maſter, becauſe leſs 
frightful, and then they edge the Tempta- 
tion both by Example and Counſel. 
Theomachus's ill Fate dre him toa Se- 
cond Viſit; this made Way for a Third; 
yet he ſtood to his Reſolution, and 
kept within the Limits of Modeſty: 
But in the mean Time, the Fever of 
Love heighten'd and the malignant 
Humour paſt through, the Eyes to the 
Heart, and from thence fum'd up to 
the Brain, ſo that now the Diſeaſe not 
only infected the Will, but tainted the 
Underſtanding. He began to venture 

on greater Freedoms than ſtood: with 
Vertue, and in a ſhort Time plung'd il 
into Debauchery: But when he re- 
tir'd into his Cloſet, and Solitude gave 
Time. for ſerious Reflections; Grace 
openid” his Eyes to ſee his Fault, and 
they dropt Tears to deplore it; he 
learnt by Experience, that the Plea- 
ſure of Sin bears no Proportion with 
the Torment of it, that the Delight 
is Momentary and the Pain may be 
Eternal. And now he ſeem'd reſolvid 
not only to hate his Crime, but on 
tae 
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A Gentlemun-inſtrutted, &c. 19 
the Cauſe of it: But thoſe Debauchees 
who had been the Inftraments of his Fall 
daſht all his Pious Refolutions,' and at 
lengthinot” only depriv'd him of Liberty, 
but of the very Deſire to regain it. 

Tears (ſays one) have no ill Grace 
on a Child's Cheeks, they become alſo 
well enough the weaker Sex, who of- 
tentimes - plead their Cauſe with them 
when Reaſons fail; and ſo at the ſame 
Time redreſs a Greivance and diſcharge 
the Brain: But they argue an unpardo-. 
nable Weakneſs in a Man, and raiſe 
a ſhrewid Sufpicion he has either over- 


liv'd his judgment, or never had one; 


you have made a falſe Step, and who 
does not trip ſometimes? Let your 
Heart ask Pardon, not your Eyes. Re- 
pent (if you pleaſe,) But why muſt you 
deſpair? But before you pronounce up- 
on your ſelf, examin whether you are 
guilty? Appeal te Reaſon, not to Fancy, 
Prejudice, and Education: thoſe are al- 
ways upon the Hurry, and becauſe they 
raiſe a Duſt, they never ſee Objects in 
their right Proportion. God is a Father, 
not a Tyrant ; if he has laid ſome Pre- 
cepts upon us, he never intended to 
over-whelm us. Why did he create 
Eyes, but to ſee? Or Ears, but to _ 


20 A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 
Will he permit us to behold nothing 
but Monſters? Or to ſmell nothing but 
Stench and Infection? This is to make 
our Senſes a Burthen, rather than a 
Bleſſing, its to turn into a Curſe the 
very Benefit of our Creation. | 
No, no, Theomachus, when God fram'd 
our Senſes capable to receive Pleaſure, 
he created Objects fit to give it, and 
Jam of Opinion, that Pleaſures of the 
Senſe have nothing Criminal but Mi- 
ſtake. I thank that great - Deity that 
made me, for the Favour of my Cre- 
ation; I pay him Obedience every Day, 
and commit my Self to his Protection: 
Now if at the fame Time L. indulge 
Nature, and give it a Play-day, where 
is the Harm ? Muſt he be offended, be- 
cauſe I am pleas'd ** Or cannot he be 
happy, if I am merry? Indeed-I. de- 
clare againſt thoſe who fly in the Face 
of Majeſty ; who burleſque his Good- 
neſs, and lampoon his Juſtice ; thoſe are 
Attempts againſt his Perſon, overt Acts 
of Hoſtility, and Rebellion, they are 
Crimes of the firſt Claſs, and it they 
are not puniſh'd with Fire hereafter, 
at leaſt they deſerve it. Speak honou- 
rably of God, pay your Workmen, in- 
jure no Man, and you cannot a 
| e 


— — 


v»S Ta Y eee 


4 Gentleman inſtructed, &. 21 
The Gentleman has Reaſon (ſays ano- 
ther) he has ſpoken like a Man of Parts, 
and Merit. I lay once under the ſame 
Miſtake as you Theomachus, and never en- 
joy'd my Freedom till I eas'd my ſelf of 
the Yoak of Conſcience, and Reſtraint :: 
Qualms dampt all my Pleaſures, and me- 
lancholy Specters flung Wormwood into 
all my Diverſions; but I have reaſon'd 
my ſelf out of theſe ſplenetick Vapours, 
and laugh at theſe fantaſtick Monſters ; 
they once tormented me ; but (continu'd 
he) what if there be no God ? What if 
you flaſn into nothing when you ceaſe to 


Breath? And that Fear and Hope ſleep 


in the Grave? Will your Vertue then 
convey you to Heaven? Or your Sins to 
Hell? Be firſt ſure there is a future State, 
before you part with the preſent. When 
you can demonſtrate there is a God, 
"twill be Time enough to ſerve him: Tell 
me not the Being of a Deity is paſt De- 
bate, nor that all Nations confpire in 
this Belief ; Matters of this Nature are 
not to be put to Vote, they muſt not be 
judg'd by Plurality of Voices, Reaſon 
mult decide the Queſtion, not Numbers ; 
Truth is Truth, tho? all the World de- 
ny it; and Falſhood is Falſhood, tho? 
all abet it. Peruſe theſe Books with an 

unpre- 
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22 A Gentleman inſtructed, gc. 
unprejudic'd Mind, with that: he laid 


on the Table Hobbs, Spinoſa, and other 


Pamphlets, the Spawn of our Age, and 
the Plague of our unhappy Nation. 

This new Syſtem of Divinity ſtunn'd 
him, he knew not whether he ſhould 
receive it with Laughter or Indignati- 
on, for tho* on the one Side, he ſup- 
pos'd they jeſted, yet on the other, they 
play'd on too ferious a Subject: Tho? he 
had forfeited his Innocence, he had not 
yet took Leave of Religion ; ſo that he 
could not endure to hear the Decalogue 
traduc'd. Vertue levelVd with Vice, and 
God himſelf degraded by a Pack of 
Atheiſts, who have no other Reaſon to 
quarrel with his Being, but becauſe he 
curbs their Luſts, and laſhes their Con- 
ſcience with Scorpions. 

But the Devil of Love that poſſeſt 
this unhappy Gentleman, began to riſe 
again, he perceiv'd_that Indulgence had 
whetted his Paſſion, inſtead of blunting 
it; and that it was impoſlible to gra- 
tifie Senſuality without provoking Con- 
ſcience. In this Agony between Fear 
and Deſire he firſt cryed out; if theſe 
Gentlemen's Tenents are not true, they 
are at leaſt convenient, they give full 
Scope to Senſe, and reconcile —_— 

wi 


A Gentleman inſtrufted, &c. 23 
with Pleaſure, then he wiſh'd they were 
true, and after a Pauſe, Perchance they 
are (ſaid he.) Latter Ages have diſco- 

ver'd a new World, why may they not 
a new Truth. At leaſt there is no Harm 
in examining their Principles. If they 
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ſion, if not, I am refolv'd to ſtifle it. 
Thus did Atheiſm make its Approaches 
by Degrees, it worked at firſt out of 
Sight and under a Diſguiſe, and then 
turn'd poor Theomachus out of his Re- 
ligion and Wits too. | 

He fell upon the Books with ſo great 
Eagerneſs, that he ſeem'd rather to 
devour, ' than read them: And when 
he fell upon the Panegyrick of Human 
Reaſon, or an Invective againſt Pre- 
judice and Education: This is fair 
Dealing (ſaid he!) This is to build on 
Principles; to ſtand on a ſure Founda- 
tion; we cannot go aſtray under the 
Conduct of Reaſon; Intereſt cannot 
break in upon its Integrity; it acts 
without Byaſs, without Partiality ; its 
Judgment is infallible; .and-- its Deciſi- 
ons Oracles. Prejudice and Education 
are the Bane of Truth: They ſo crowd 
our Heads with old Species, that they 
leave no room for new ones; ſo that 
we 
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prove ſatisfactory, I may enjoy my Paſ- 
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24 A Gentleman iuſtructed, &c. 
we neither act out of -Cuſtom or 
Spite. 

But he had done well to conſider, 
thet they who inveſt our Underſtand- 
ings with the Prerogative of Infalli- 
bility are infallibly Coxcombs, that they 8 
are great Strangers to Reaſon, who 


think it above Error, and that they 


are certainly miſtaken, who ſuppoſe it 
cannot be deceiv'd. *Tis true indeed, 
Prejudice and Education oftentimes ra- 
ther leads us from Truth, than to it. 
And it is more ſecure to make the En- 
quiry alone, then in their Company, 
but when Men declame againſt them 
without Mean or Meaſure, tis a Sign 
they are tainted with the Diſeaſe, for 
where there is Heat, there is no In- 
difference: And ſo they only condemn 
one Prejudice with a greater. | 
However the Books infected him; they 
convey'd the Contagion from his Heart, | 
to his Head: So that within a ſhort 
Time, his Diſcaſe came to a Cr:i/is which 
enoſticated nothing but Atheiſm. He | 
ound a ſtrange Charm in the Stile, 
their flouriſhing Periods ſtruck him with 
Admiration. He thought a Vein of 
Wit and Elegance ran through all their 


Diſcourſes, ſo that he was never — ; 
WIL 
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A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 25 
with reading nor praiſing them: The 
= worſt of Things were preſented him under 
ga handſome Mask, which made them paſs ; 
= Poyſon will not go down unleſs it be 
gilt or made palatable, and for this 
Reaſon generally the worſt Books are 
writ the beſt ; barefac'd Impieties rather 
move -us to Indignation than Love, 
and therefore, thoſe who expoſe them 
to the publick View, take Care to' ſet 
them off in 2 gaudy Dreſs, to veil their 
real Deformity under beautiful Trap- 
pings. I know many are of Theomachus's 
Opinion, and. make ſtrange Diſcoveries 
of Wit in theſe Authors, where I find 
nothing but 'Blaſphemy. But ſome Men 
are born under a happy Conſtellation ; 
they have the g Fortune to be 
dubb'd Wits, meerly for ſcoffing out of 
the common Road, and taking the Con- 
fidence to deride thoſe ſacred Myſteries, 
the greateſt Part of Mankind reveren- 
ces; which certainly is no more an Ar- 
gument of a Man's Wit than of his 
Piety : But *tis a Demonſtration that an 
Engliſh Atheiſt was in the Right when 
he ſaid, when Reaſon is againſt a Zan, 
then a Man will be againſt Reaſon. 
You muſt not wonder if Theomachus 
Once intoxicated 1.8 Atheiſtical Wit, 
was 
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| 8 26 A Gentleman inſtracted, &c. 
was foon bewitch'd with Atheiſtical 
Arguments; every Sophiſm ſeem'd con- 
19 cluſive, and Demonſtration ſparkl'd in 
1 every Period. You would have fworn 
Fil thoſe Gentlemen's Arguments were as 
char they provdd their Thoſe by po 
at prov'd their Theſis by Appol- 
lonius or Euclide : But after all, a 
build on Gueſſes, and ever beg the 
Queſtion but never prove it. Some- 
times they flirt at the Government of 
the Univerſe; then at God's juſtice; 
and fometimes apain at his Mercy; | 
and becauſe: they cannot reconcile: theſe } 
two Attributes, they ſuppoſe they are 
incompatible ; as if Man's Reaſon il 
(that cannot comprehend a. Flie) were 
able to graſp an Immenſity. However 


8 „ Or Cx 
Folve them, he thought them unanſwe- 
Table. J 
Sometimes: he would adjourn from is 
Cloſet to: the 'Coffee-Aouſe, and ventuic Wl 
upon a Diſpute ; and. when he was pet | 
to a Plunge, he laid the Miſcarriage 
rather upon his own Ignorance than on 
che Cauſe he manag'd. Sv beſorter | 
Wat 
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A Gentleman inſtructel, &c. 27 
was he of his new Maſters. Infine the 
Employment of Theomachws jumps with 
his Name, and his Morals ' with his 
Faith: He is a perfect Atheiſt, chat it, 
without Religion, and by Conſequence 
without Morality : He aQts as he be- 
leives; and the only Apology for his 
Vices, is the Corruption of his Princi- 
ples. e . 

Tho' this unhappy Gentleman aban- 
don'd God, God did not abandon him; 
he ſtrack him with a Feaver which 
in ſome Days brought him to Deith's 
Door, and the Door deliver'd him 
this doleful Meſſage, Sir yen muſt die. 
He who before diſcours'd of Death, as 
if he had been Immortal, broke into-a 
Fit of Impatience and Diſtraction; he 
ſcarce knew where he was, much leſs 
what to reſolve on; he ſaw he could 
not live, and .yet he would not die: 
This Strife between Life and Death, 
caſt him into ſtrange Convulſions; and 
the Loſs of the preſent with the Fear 
of the future, ſet all the Humours of 
his Body in a Ferment. God , awak'd 
his Conſcience which flew in his Face, 
and ſet before his Eyes a whole In- 
ventory of his Crimes. He ſtarted at 
the Sight of * ghaſtly W 

2 a 


28 A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 
and fear'd himſelf more than Death, 
nay more than Hell; for 'tis more to 
deſerve thoſe Torments, than to ſuffer 
them. Oh, cry'd he, there is a God! 
Sickneſs that has almoſt kill'd my Bo- 
dy quickens my; Underſtanding ! From 
theſe laſt Moments of Time, methinks, 
J take a Survey of Eternity; and be- 
hold there a judge who will puniſh me, 
if I die ia Obſtinacy, or reward me 
if I breath out my Soul in Repentance ! 
Oh! I will fly to his Mercy rather 
than abide the Impartiality of his Juſtice 
His Goodneſs exceeds my Malice ; he 
can rdon more than I am able to 
commit, and will receive me into Fa- 
vour, if I ſue for it with Humility and 
Contrition. In ſhort, he Tent out ſuch 
fiery Ejaculations, that they ſeem'd to 
flow rather from the Breaſt of a Sera-. 
phim, than of a Man. He deteſted 
Atheiſm with all the Cauſes of it, and 
wiſh'd he had loſt his Eyes, before they 8 
look'd upon thoſe ſcandalous Books, 
that corrupted his Will, and poyſon' d 
his Underſtanding : He water'd his Bed, 
in a very litteral Senſe, with his Tears; 
nor could all the Perſuaſion of his 
Friends ſtop the Current. He now had 
no Regard for his Body, that was once 
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A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 29 
his Idol; nay he wiſh'd that Sorrow 
would rather put an End to his Life, 
than Nature. But Theomachus beyond 
Expectation recover'd, and what is a- 
mazing, relaps'd into his old Diſeaſe: 
Scarce did he enjoy the Favour of a 
perfect Health, but he ſpurn'd at his 
Benefactor, and felt into thoſe Abomi- 
nations he ſo lately deteſted ; as if God 
varied with our Conſtitutions, and va- 
niſh'd into nothing when we are well, 
and revives when we lie on our Death- 
Bed. 

This is an Abridgment of Theoma- 
chu#s Life, and I have been more par- 
ticular 1a the Narrative, that yon may 
learn by his Misfortune, and draw ſome 
Advantage from his Miſcarriage : We 
may date his Ruine from the Riſe of 
his Paſſion 3 tho' debauch'd Company, 
and lewd Books compleated it. Love 
ſunk the Mind ; Converſation and Read- 
ing put Fire to the Fatal Train, that 
blew up Theomachus's Vertue : And from 
this tainted Spring flow thoſe unheard 
of Abominations, that almoſt drown 
the Nation. Had not the Printers 16 
much Work, the Preachers would have 
leſs; but now the Preſs declares War 
C 3 againſt 


Jo A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 
againſt the Pulpit, and the Hawkers 

ſcatter the Defiance. | | 
 Neand. This is a ſtrange Story; and 
had I it from another, I ſhould be 
tempted to doubt whether Man be ca- 
pable of ſo great Inconſtancy. Certainly 
it | deſerves a Place in Hiſtory. I ma 

perchance be tempted (with your Leone 
to expoſe it to the Publick. | 
Euſeb. I leave that to your Diſcre- 
tion. Lets not forget our Athkeiſt; its 
Time to take Coach. | 
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DIALOGUE I. 


' Whether there are any real Atheiſts. 


JT Hey walk'd down Stairs, and when 
they were in the Coach: Pray (ſaid 
Neander) give me your Opinion; are 
there any ſuch Creatures in the World 
as real Atheiſts? They ſay this Vermin 
fwarms, and like the Egyptian Froggs 
efawls into the very Bedchambers of 
Princes. © hal 
" Euſeb. 


A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 31 
Euſeb. Atheiſin is a meer Sound, an 


inſignificant Word, a modifh Bluſter; 


but in Truth there is no ſuch Monſter in 


Nature, as a down right Atheiſt : I mean 


no body in his Senſes can ſeriouſly per- 
ſwade himſelf there is no God. Men may 
Huff and Hector in a Rendevouz of Rakes 
and Bullies; they may Swear they Believe 


no ſuch thing; and in a raving Tranſport 


of Debauchery defy it; but then you 
muſt take all this for nothing but Cant 


and Bravade The denyal ſits on the 
Tongue alone; *tis rather a Wiſh there 


were no God, than a ſerious Profeſſion 
there is none; for whilſt they mock this 
pretended Nothing; they tremble at the 
Apprehenſion of it; they fear its Anger, 
tho? they deny its Being - So that thoſe 


we call Atheiſts affect to appear what they 
are not; and by a ſtrange Frenzy, lay to 


their own charge a Crime they are not 
guilty of: And indeed the Perſwaſion that 
there is a God, is rooted in Nature zu 


owe it neither to Education, nor Study: 


As our Maker has ſtampt his Image on our 


Foreheads; ſo he has alſo engraven'd the 


Knowledge of himſelf in our Souls; and 
altho* Debauchery may deface the Cha- 
rachers, it can never deſtroy em. 
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32 A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 
Mean. Pray let us drive Home agaln: 
I thought we had been on an Expedition 
againſt Atheiſts; but | perceive they are 
Enemies of our Coining ; they are meer 
Phantoms that flaſh from Fancy, and on- 
ly ſerve for Satyr, and Invective. What 
did that great Champion Dr. Tillot ſon en- 
ter the Liſt againſt Chymeras ? Did he 
Duel withempty Apparitions ? And Fence 
with Shadows? 3 - 
Euſeb. Miſtake me not; I told you 
there were no real Atheiſts. Id eff; that 
no Man can be ſo far convinc'd there is no 
God, but ſtill he fears there is one. Let 
him draw up a whole Legion of Athei- 
ſtical Arguments in Batallia, they cannot 
ſecure the Underſtanding from Frighhts 
and Suſpicions; for tho* they may loox 
under the falſe Lights of Prejudice and 
Partiality very plauſible; yet they cannot 
convey to the Intellect, Evidence and De- 
monſtratton. 
But then there are a world of limping 
Atheiſts, who walk between a God, and 
no God; that is, who ſays there is no 
Deity, and act as if there were none; 
and yet at the ſame Time ſuſpect there is 
one. This is that Race of Men we call 
Atheiſts, who have diſmiſt their Under- 


ftanding, and Reaſon with their Will. 
| | Neen. . 
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4 Gentleman inſtructed, & c. 73 


Near. Under Favour : I muſt treſpaſs 
upon your Patience, and crave farther In- 
ſtruction ; for as yet I walk-in the Dark, 
and do not apprehend your. mean- 
ing - Canaot the Being of. a Deity be ju+ 
ſtify'4 by Arguments, that flaſh Con- 
viction? . N Nr 3 

Euſeb. Ves, it can. £14 v 

Nean. It ſeems then impoſſible; for the 
Underſtanding even to doubt of à Truth, 
that preſents its ſelf in the glittexing E- 
quipage of Demonſtration; for it is not 
Maſter of its Acts, as the Will; it hes un- 
der the Command of Neceſſity, and is 
compell'd to acknowledge Truth if it ap- 
pears in Perſon. „4 

Euſeb. The Propoſitions of Euclids are 
all Demonſtrations; and yet a bare caſt of 
the Eye on the Lines, or the. Titles, do 
not ſend Truth in Poſt to the Brain: We 
muſt firſt ſee what the Author would be 
at; then we muſt put Antecedente, and 
draw Conſequences before we can diſcover 
chat Light, which flows from the Schemes 
to the Head, and gilds the Underſtanding, 
Now an Atheiſt is ſick of a Deity; and 
therefore will make no Acquaintance with 
thoſe Arguments that prove one; they 
come upon too ungrateful a Meſſage: to 
find a kind Reception; and generally 
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4 
when they ask an Audience, the Will de- 


mes Admittance; or at leaſt it cuts out 
much other work for the Underſtand» 
, that'it can find no time to give em 
Hearing: Like a Miniſter of State 
* Rovers about the Prince, aud obſtructs 
free paſſage to his Preſence: But then, 
Wen & Arguments for no God appear, the 
Will puts on foot a Hundred little In- 
trigues to enſnare the Underſtanding ; 
they are trickt up for Deluſion, aud firred 
for Deceit: 

Mam ] perecive *tis a fine thing to be 
4 — hy elſe do Men take ſuch 
to impoſe on themſelves: But can 
en cheat themſelves into Reputation 7 
er are there fo great Charms in being o- 
rertreachd? 1 thought it was every 
Man's intereſt there were a God; and 
therefore (methinks)it were more reaſd- 
Hable to Believe one, than to wheedle our 
faves into Inffdelity. 

** Eieſob: No doubt, it's the teren of 
Reaſon; but not of Senſuality. A Man 
who takes pleaſure for the Rule of his 
AStions; thäſt lie under ſtrauge Appre- 
kenſions at the very Thought of another 
World. ' The dreadful Glory of an ex- 
Aſpetated Deity; the flery proffiea” of 
boyling Brimſtone, and the horrid Pour- 

traits 
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_  # Gentlemen inflraitted; 8&c. 35 
traits of the infernaFExecotioners; cat | 
not chuſe but work upon the moſt. 
reſolute Debatchee : Sins tho? never: {Þ- 
pleaſant, with the diſmal Conſequenees 
of Judgment and Damnation, ft very: 
on his Conſcience; and cont 
terpoĩſe the Sweetneſs of the moſt re- 
f1'd Senſuality with Gall and Worm 
wood. Now theſe Creatures of Plea- . 
fire, who caandt reſolve on Re | 
have found out a ſhort: way plaſter 
up a Peace with Conſtiencs: | 
commiſſion their Etiſts: — 

the Underſtanding, and c it to 
deny, or at leaſt to deubt of thoſe- 
Truths, that alarum them: And it can- 


not be denyd but all inordinate Bus 


byaſs the Intellect; and make it 6 to: 
receive thoſe Inipreſfions whicl farou 
Paſſion, Whew Mena live as if theys: 
were no God; tis extreamely 
for them, there were none; aud when 
orice they are come ſo far, they cate 
at all thoſe” Arguments. wick may 
fortifie © thdm in this. Per ſunſion ; 
theſe joytd wich the Charms 
reſt, abe be che dro; of a\ Divinity... 
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true all theſe pretty Artifices are ne- 
der ablei to ſfechre then agninſt the 
Furies that: riſe from anether Worlds 
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36 A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 


to haunt them. Perc hanct there is a God, 


perchance there is a Hell, fright them int 
their Solitude and Retirement, and 

ſometimes into Taverns too: Yet they 
have gain'd one Point by doubting, which 
they look upon as a very conſiderable 
Advantage, viz. Fhat they may live 
Rakes, and die Atheiſts, without being 


Jure there is a God to call them to Ac- 


count, or a Hell to puniſh em; and cer- 
tainly a Man may be ſaid in ſome De- 
gree happy, that is not ſure he ſhall 
once. be eternally miſerable. | 
Now you ſee the Heart has carried 


on the Contrivance, and. from this Apo- 


ſtem'd Member flows the Corruption of 
Atheiſm. And to cut off all Doubt ; why 
do the very high flown Atheiſts deſert 
on their Death-beds thoſe Principles 
they once admir d? Why do they turn 
Renegadoes to Atheiſm at the laſt Gaſp ? 
Have they receiv'd new Lights from 
Doctors and Apothecaries? No, no; 
they have left the World behind; Plea- 
ſures are now out of their Reach; and 
paſt Happineſs almoſt out of their Me- 
mory. They fancy at leaſt an Eternity be- 
fore em, Fire under their Feet, and Ven- 
geance over their Heads. Theſe diſmal 
Meditations cool Paſſion, allay Luſt, and 


change 
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change the Heart; but work no Alte- 
ration in the ann So that 
may conclude with David ; the Fool 
ſaid in his Heart there is no God. Atheiſm 
lodges in the Breaſt, and a Deity in the 
Head. Men do not believe a God be- 
cauſe they will not; to gratify Senſe 
they diſoblige Reaſon ; and hugg Infide» 
lity to ſeer Conſcience. 


DIALOGUE IH. 


Euſebius and Theomachus meet and E 
agree on the Preliminaries. ' 


\ — had Euſebius ended, when the 
Coach ſtopt at Theomachus's. Lodg- 
ings, who expected him with a Young 
Gentleman we call Eudoxus. This Blade 
was a great Pretender to Wit; and to 
follow the Stream of Cuſtom would make 
the firſt Eſſay of it, in a Critick of Re- 
ligion : He receiv'd the Rudiments of La- 
titude in Arianiſm from Arioviſtus; and 
was grown a wonderons Proficient in 
the Science of Impiety : He paſg'd = 


38 AGmiemu Inftratted, Sc: 
Line of Chriſtianity; and altho' he had 
not yet toack'd upon the Point of Athe- 
iſm, he was arriv'd (as Arioviſtus us d 
fine he yet acknowledg'd a God, ad- 
mitted all Religion and would condenm 
Tone. $40 87: | | # b:-J 
- After ſome mutual Civilities : This is 
the Gentleman (ſaid Nun.) 1 ſpoke of Ve. 
ſterday: If Victory favours you, I hope 
you will give him fair Quarter for my 
Sake | ö 
Theo. Never fear; tis more glorious 
to uſe a Victory modeſtly, than tb gain 
one. I had rather receive a Foil FR | 
Euſebius, than be ſubdued by Infolence. 
Reſt fecure (continued he, with a Smile) 
if Fortune tates my Side, your Friend 
ſhall have Reaſon to be ſatisfy'd with 
me; Flbinimediatly- releaſe: Him, on his 
Raxols nat to bear Arms againſt: Atheiffn, 
tith he be better inform d. 1 
Huſeb Lam mucli oblig d for: your. Ci» 
vility; if F. fait under xe Weight of 
your: Arguments, L abandon. my ſetf 
wholy tos your: Generoſnyt Fri ſbners of: 
War (like Minors Yard undapable to / 
ticle; thoys lie ati the uMuuruy of the Con: 
queron, and muſt receive Conditions, 
but can make none. But: — 
245 5 8 


1 Gemtheman inftyutted; Kc. 79 
beg Pardon for my Rudeneſs; For altho? 
Neander told me you earneſtly deſir'd 
2 Conference, yet I am ſenſible, that 
its neither Gentile” nor Handfome to 
ſalute a Stranger with a Difpute; nor 
to make Acquaintance in a Duel: But 
Sir, I come here to diſcourſe, not to 
contend. I ſeek Truth which (like Pearies) 
is only found in a Calm; and unleſs 
we all refolve to abandon Error when 
we perceive it, *tis better to forbear 
the Engagement: For if we look upon 
the Conference as a Tryal of Wit, and 
perſuade our ſelves its more diſhono- 
rable to own an Error than to defenct 
one in ſpite of Evidence; we ſhall take 
a great deal of Pains to diſcompoſe 
our ſelves; and then the Queſtion will 
he; who has moſt Paſſion, not who has 
moſt Reaſon : For when a Man is pincht, 
and will not furrender ; when his Ne- 
ſons are weak and{his Obſtinaoy ſtrong'; 
he calls in Heat and Paſſion to his A 
ſiſtance; the only Supports of a ſinking 
Cauſe: And I take it for granted, that 
a Man never wants Arguments to 18. 
lieve a drooping Theſs, but he ſupplies 
7 Want ”m Noiſe and Clamour.' 

Theom: Von ſpeak my Thoughts; Rea 
ſon forc'd me to deny a God, and when 
Reaſon 


40 A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 
Reaſon tells me there is one; I will ſub- 
mit to its Dictamens. I never wed an 
Opinion for better, for worſe : What L 
took up on good Grounds, I lay down 
upon better: I do not hugg a Mi- 
ſtake, nor Pride in an Error, nor ever 
laid Claim to Infallibility. I cannot well 
comprehend what thoſe Pretenders to 
Science would be at, who faſten on the 
firſt Notions, and will no more part 
with them, than a Spaniard with his. 
Basket Hilt or Golilia: They fancy ſuxely 
that Truth ſwims. on the Surface, and 
that the beſt Thoughts lie always up- 
permoſt ; but then they would do well 
to conſider, they give Children a conſi- 
derable Advantage over Men; for Know- 
ledge will no more be the Conſequence 
of Time and Experience : We ſhall live 
no more to learn Wiſdom, but to be 
fix'd in Folly. In a Word, I will no more 
enſlave my Underſtanding, than my Per- 
fon; and I value at as high a Rate the 
Liberty of Thinking, as of Acting. Con- 
vince me there is a God, and I'll take 
my laſt Farewel of Atheiſm. . 

Euſeb. Indifference is an Excellent 
Diſpoſition ; we ſeldom purſue Truth. 
without Prejudice, but we take it. I have 
a Favour or two to beg before we begin, 

| cogtl- 


A4 Gentleman inſtructed, Re. Ar 
continued Euſebius. Firſt, Tet us ſpeak by 
Turns: I am no Friend to Noiſe, and 
cannot be reconciPd to thoſe fiery Diſ- 
putents, who fling out Arguments, one 
upon the Back of the other ; yet will not 
have the Patience to receive one An- 
ſwer : This is not to confer but to wran- 
gle; and altho* it may become the 
Skippers of Wappins, or the Oyſter- wo- 
men at Billingigate, yet it ſuits not well 
the Breeding of Gentlemen. An Argu- 
gument propos'd with Noiſe and Blu- 
ſtering, may break the Head and diſ- 
mount the Brain, but it never makes 
Impreſſion on the Underſtanding ; Truth 
like a gentle Shower, ſoaks through the 
Ears, and moiſtens the Intellect. 

Theom, I was drawing up that Arti- 
cle, and am glad you have foreſtald me; 
you are of my Temper : I would have a 
Diſpute manag'd with Vigour, but 
not with Heat; that inſpirits Conver- 
fation, this confounds it: Notwithſtan- 
ding, Diſputingi is hot Service, I confeſs, 
and generally is perform'd with too 
much Eagerneſs to be ſucceſsful ; nay I 
was once acquainted with a moſt even 
temper'd Man, who after he had drawn 
Blood, as I may ſay, and was _— — 

| | Oige 
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that now the Preliminaries were 
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Polemicks, never weaver'd his good Hu- 


mour afterwards. _— 
Euſeb. J muſt alſo deſire you, to avoid 
Miſtakes, to call in an Amanuenſis. When 
our Anſwers and Objections are com- 
mitted to Paper, and ſign'd by both 
Parties, there will be no Fear of Mif- 
repreſentation. I have often ſeen a Con- 
ference in Print nothing Hke the Origi- 


ginal; and he who crow'd in the Pam- 


phlet, cry'd craven in the Chamber. The- 
amac hus preſently approv'd the Propo- 
ſition, and ſent for an Amanuenſis: So 
agreed 
to, and all Things ſeem'd ready for the 
Engagement. | 

But Euſebius who ſaw a great lati- 
macy between Eudoxus and Theomachus, 
ſuppos'd they were not much divided 
in Opinion; and therefore that he might 
attack. them both at the ſame Time, 
if he lean'd towards De:/m,defir'd to know 


his Principles. Sir (ſaid he, addreſſing 


his Diſcourſe to Exdoxus) I hope with= 
out' Rudeneſs I may ask what Religion 
you profeſs? We are now met to diſ- 
courſe of that Subject, and perchance 
yours may come within the Reach of 
theſe Arguments, I intend to level at 
Atheiſm. In J/raly and Spain ſuch Nen 

ions 
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ſtions are ſuper fluous; and in France when 
you find a Man no Papiſt, you conclude 
he is a Hugenot. But our Iſland is more 
prolitick, it yeilds annual Crops of Re- 
ligion, as well as of Corn. One Grain 
of Faith ſprouts up into a Hundred: 
And I am told, that you may poll the 
People more eaſily than their Tenets.: So 
that Religions riſe and fall as well as 
Men; and therefore, with Submiſſion to 
my Lord Afajor's better Judgment, I 
would have the Mortality of: Charches 
put in the weekly Bills, together with 
that of the Inhabitants. Ban 
Eudox. Liberty and —_— are the 
Birth-right of every freeborn Engliſh 
Subject: And I ſee not why the 
great Charter ſhould not enfranchiſe his 
Belief, as well as bis Goods and Chattel. 
England (Sir) is a nice Nation; I may 
add, and pious alſo. We pay Homage 
and Obedience to the Lord, and will 
ſtand for his juſt Rights and Preroga- 
tives; but then we forget not- our dar- 
ling Liberty; we reſpect him as Chil- 
dren, not as Staves, and walk in his 


Wayswith Freedom not in Tramles. 


Euſeb. You acknowledge thena G od. 
Eudox, I do. I am alfo perſuaded 


there is a Heaven, and think there may 
poſſibly 
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poſſibly be a Hell; theſe Articles I ſub- 
ſcribe to: But no Man ſhall ſtretch my 
Faith to an other Tenet, or command 
my Obedience to a Canon more. This 
is my Non plus ultra; what lies on the 
other Side of theſe Points, is an unknown 
Region to my Faith, tho' not to my Opi- 
nion. I confeſs I do not underſtand what 
God is, tho' I adore him; yet I know 
enough to admire his Greatneſs, and my 
own nothing. I loye ſometimes to looſe 
my ſelf in the Labyrinth of his Perfecti- 
ons; to pur ſue my Reaſon to an, Oh Al- 
titudo ! In my Retirement, I poſe my Ap- 
prehenſion with the intricate Attributes 
of his Eternity, Goodneſs and Juſtice ; 
and thoſe very Objections that ſtartle 
another Man's Faith, confirms mine: To 
believe what I can prove, is rather Sci- 
ence than Faith. I recreate my ſelf there- 
fore with his Goodneſs, and confound 
my Underſtanding with his Eternity ; 
and put all Suggeſtions of Infidelity out 
of Countenance with this old ſaying of 
Tertullian, Certum eſt, quia impoſſibile eſt. 

I read no Caſuiſt but my Reaſon ; and 


am of Opinion, that God pardons ſome” 


Sins as eaſily as we commit them: My 
Conſcience is neither of Steel, nor of 
Wax; heavy Offences batter it, but 2 

| Pecca- 
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Peccadillo of Infirmity makes no Impreſ- 
ſion. I thank God, all my Sins have 
Names, and are rather Friends to Senſe, 
than Enemies to Reaſon; they neither 
attack God, nor wound my Neighbour ; 
they only refreſh ſometimes my droop- 
ing Spirits, and gently purge Melancho- 
ly. In my folitary Thoughts, I compute 
and caſt up Accounts with my Maker ; 
and I find ſuch a Confidence in his Mer- 
cy, that my youthful Failings are not 
able to afright me. Nay (methinks) I 
am tempted frequently to offend, that 
I may have the Satisfaction of asking 
Pardon: And no Meditation carries me 
ſo faſt to God, as that of his Goodneſs, 
which forgives with ſo much Eaſe thoſe 
as that hurry me from 
im. | 

Now if -any Man will quible upon 
my Symbole of Faith, I can eaſily for- 
give him. I cannot be angry with an- 
other's Judgment for diſagreeing from 
mine: And tho” I think my ſelf in the 
right Way, I dare not conclude, my 
Opponeats are in the wrong. Each Re- 
ligion is but. a different Road, that 
meets at Heaven; and if ſome will walk 
on in the Streight Path, charg'd with 
a Lumber of Articles, Precepts, and 
| Cere- 
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Ceremonies, let them jogg on; their Bur: 
then will not load me: If they love to 
ſweat under their Devotion, 1 vote em 
that Satisfaction: If they will not com- 
municate with me, I have no Scruple 
to converſe with them; their ill Nature 
mall not influence my Charity: I can en- 
ter into a Papiſt Church, and either pray 
with them, or for them; the Place can- 
not Profane my Prayers; wherever the 
Creator is, he may be ador'd; and there- 
fore at Conſtantinople, I would enter in- 
to a Moſque, or into a Pagode in Ben- 
gale or Siam; for if a Mahometan's or 
1dolator's Prayer offend's God, mine may 
pleaſe him; if theirs pollute the Place, 
mine may ſanctifie it; for if they direct 
their Devotions to a Statue, or Impo- 
ſtor, I offer mine to God; and ſo re- 
Qify the Error of their Worſhip, by 
22 mane  - oO 
Enfeb. Tho' your Life be ſtrait-lac'd, 
your Charity is comprehenſive. 1 ſuppoſe 
The Univerſality of this, muſt: attone for 
the Singularity of the other. Well, Sir, 
in a Word (continued he) you profeſs 
one Religion, and approve all; and fo 
fall into the Clafs of Latitudinarians: 
Lou are a Leveller, and would bring into 
che World ag Equality of Reli 8 
Wen 
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A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 47 
well as Goods and Dignities. You lye 
then under the ſame Latitude with The- 
omac hus, and the ſtroke that hits him 
will wound you. Well, Sir (addreſſing 
himſelf to Theomachus) chooſe your Wea- 
pon; are you for the Offenſive or De- 
fenſtve. 5 
Theom. Let us have our Turns; we will 
engage on equal Terms. But you are in 
my Houſe; the Laws of Breeding and 
Civility command me to give you the 
Precedency. I leave it - therefore to your 
Choice. | 
Euſeb. I fee you are reſolv'd to over- 
come me with Givility, before you van- 
quiſh me with Reaſon. But I will not 
contend with you at this Weapon. I 
accept your Offer, and -will offend -your 
principles, before I defend my own. 


CCC IVE” —— 
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The Atheiſt cannot be ſure there is no 
God, nor the Latituginarian-that 
all Religions are ſaving. 


Euſeb. Ln neither of you, are 
1 w ſatisfid with your Reli- 
| gions, 


48 A Gentleman inſtracted, &. : 
gions, as never to be haunted with Fears, 


nor ſcar'd with Doubts and Apprehen- 
ſion; for nothing can ſecure the Un- 
derſtanding and fix the judgment, but 


Evidence. Now I cannot perſuade my 
ſelf, that any Atheiſt, Libertine, or La- 
titudinarian dare venture on ſo bold an 
Attempt, as to thruſt on Mankind 
thoſe Arguments for Demonſtrations, 


that under a fine Appearance hide no- 


thing but Falſhood and Sophiſtry. I 
doubt not indeed, but the Will may by- 
aſs the Underſtanding, and force out 
an Aſſent; but then this can be no more 
ſteddy, than meer Philoſophical Con- 
cluſions, that fly no _—_— then Opt- 
nion: For'whilſt each Side of a Contra- 
diction bids fair for Truth, we cannot 
tell on which Side it lies, and ſo float 
on Uncertainties ; and tho? we judge the 
Theſis true, we fear it may be falſe. I 
will therefore for once deal more gene- 
rouſly with you, than I am oblig'd in 
Reaſon : I will (I ſay) grant that your 
Tenets are doubtful ; but then when I 


do you a Favour be pleas'd to do me 


Juſtice, and confeſs,: that *tis probable 
there is a God, aud that there is one 
reveal'd Religion. I only ask what you 


| cannot. refuſe without Injuſtice, for cer- 


_ tainly 
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tainly if we appeal either to the Tribu- 
nal of Reaſon, or Authority, I ſhall car - 
ry my Cauſe; for the Aſſerters of a God 
plead for his Exiſtance with ſolid Rea- 
ſons; whereas you meerly beg the Que» 
ſtion you are to prove, and bring no more 
but a bare Poſſibility for the Support of 
your Hypotheſis: And then; you can pre- 
tend no right to Authority. The Foun» 
ders of Atheiſm and Libertiniſm were 
look d upon as Monſters in the very Pla- 
ces they liv'd, and deferv'd Puniſhment 
for their Lewdneſs, before they ſuffer'd 
Baniſhment for their Impiety. «of 

Epicure and Theodore were profligate 
Wretches; their Morals run even with 
their Divinity; they exterminated Ver- 
tue with Religion, and debauch'd both 
practice and Principle; their Scholers 
have out-done both the Originals, and 
improv'd both Irreligjon, and Impiety. 
Now Men who are a common N 
to their Country, a Misfortune to the 
Age they live in; and an eternal Shame to 
their Species, can have little Authority 
with thoſe, who have one Grain of Kind- 
neſs for their Nature; they are better 
qualify'd for the Bar than the Bench; and 
more fit to ſuffer than to witneſs. 


ki 1 But 
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But thoſe who avouch for me; are as 
admirable for Learning as Piety; they are 
without Number, and above Reproach: 
So great Authority back d with weighty 


' Reaſon, muſt be confeſs'd ſufficient to 


make our Opinion :probable, I might ſay 


certain; but I wave the Advantage, 1 


may claim both in Equity and Juſtice, 
and only ask what you are too reaſonable 


to refuſe, viz. That it i, Probable at leaſt 


there is a God. | 
Theom. I have read afl I could find cn 
this Subject; and am forc'd toconfeſs, our 
Authors have _— more than they 
are able to perform: Their Demonſtra- 
tions for 10 God leave (me thinks) ſome 
Apprehenſion there is one; and I find em 
work more efficaciouſly upon my Under- 
ſtanding in Company, than in Solitude; 
and in Taverns, than in my Cloſet. 
Euſeb. That is; when Senſuality has 
ſtarted the Game, and Paſſions are an 
the Wing; when Appetite purſues crimi- 
nal Pleaſure, and Conſcience checks you 
with the diſmal Apparitions of Hell, and 
Judgment ; then the Will is too hard for 


the Underſtanding ; it turns the falſe End 


of the Proſpective, and magnifies theſe 
Arguments that favour Luſt, and ſolicite 
For Liberty : But then again, when the 
5 Hurry 


—_ 
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Hurry is over,and your diſcerning Faculty 
lies under no reſtraint nor fallacy; when it 
contemplates the Proofs for n God in their 
juſt Proportion, it wavers with Fears; 
and tho? on the one ſide it concludes there 
is 10 God; yet on the other it ſuſpe&s 
there is one. Now, Sir, I do not ask what 
your Opinion 1s, when Paſſion runs down 
the Underſtanding; when Deſire de- 
bauches it, and Senſe flings Reaſon off 
the Hinges ;z but what it is when your In- 
tellect acts without Bribery, without Illu- 
fion, without Partiality. ee 

Theom. Well; that we may rid our 
hands of Preliminaries, and enter upon 
Action. I'll condeſcend ſo far, as to 
grant, that it's doubtful whether there be 
a God, or no God; and much good may the 
Conceſſion do you. 

Euſeb. Eudoxus | will you enter into the 
Treaty? It's better to compound 4 amia- 
ble, than by Force. * + 2} 

Eudox. That is; unleſs I fairly con- 
feſs, it's doubtful at leaſt, whether all 
Religions are Saving; you'll compell me 
by Dint of Argument. 

Euſeb. Right; and pray put me not to 
the Labour of proving a Truth that di- 
covers it ſelf; and even glairs upon the 
Underſtanding. TS L855 x 

= D 2 Eudox. 
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_ TpeR, and it's pity to. bury them in Silence 
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Eudox. I know not what Impreſſion this 
Truth (as you are pleas'd to call it) makes 
on your Organ: Methinks, it affe&s not 
mine; and tam perſwaded, That a Man 
of moderate Parts may prove ad Evidew- 
tiam, that all Religions are Saving; but 
F willingly decline that Task, not to pre- 
gudice the Subject; yet I'll venture to pro- 
poſe one Argument, that offers it ſelf to 
every Man, and may be compreheaded 
by a Child, tho? not evaded by a Di- 
vine. | | 

Euſeb. Such Arguments deſerve Re- 


and Oblivion. t 
Eudox. Raillery a part: What can God 
require of Man, but Worſhip, Love, and 
Obedience. 
Euſeb. Nothing. wh 
Eudox. Therefore whatever Religion a 
Man profeſſes; if he Worſhips God: as 
his Creator; if he Loves him as his Fa- 
ther; and Obeys him. as his. Sovereign ; 
does he not diſcharge himſelf of thoſe 
Duties God's Excellence demands, and 
his dependency ? Does he not comply 
with all the Branches of Subjection? Does 
he — _ 3 the — of _ 
miſfion 2 Now; what Religion does no 
teach its Proſelytes to proſtrate w_ 
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A Gentleman inſtructed, Kc. 53 
God's Majeſty ? To love his Goodneſs ? 
To dread his Juſtice? And to receive his 
Laws with Reverence ? Indeed the Man- 
ner of Worſhip is not Uniform; it va- 
ries with the Climate, and is adapted to 
Men's Conſtitutions. Presbyterianiſm 
jumps with a Republican Genius; and 
for this Reaſon was moſt nicely eſtabliſh'd 
in Scotland. The Laws fence Prelacy in 
England. Popery bears all before it in 
France, Spain and Italy. The Alcoran be- 
witches the Levænt. Amida and Xaca, 
Japan. The Laplanders bow to the red 
Cloath, and ſome Iſlanders to a Baboon's - 
Tooth: Yet theſe different Worſhips 
meet in the ſame Center, and terminate 
in one God bleſſed for ever. I have not 
ſprung this Divinity; I owe it to a late 
reverend Biſhop, who maintain'd it with 
Applauſe againſt his Popiſh Adverſaries 
the the Ancient Pagans. neither Ador'd 
Stocks nor Stones, but the Invincible, liv- 
ing God, under the Shapes of Mars, A- 
pollo, and Jupiter Opt. Max. 
If therefore Men of all Perſwaſions 
Worſhip God; why ſhall they forfeit all 
Right to his Mercy? Why ſhall loyal Sub- 
jects be confounded with Mutineers ? Or 
ſuffer for Treaſon they never dreamt of? 
lf they do not agree in Ceremonies, they 
1 D 3 do 
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do in the Subſtance: Tho? ſometimes their 
Bodies bend before an Idol ; their Hearts 
fall a Sacrifice to their Creator; and 
whilſt their Intention goes right, their 
Actions cannot go wrong. re 
Enſeb. Air your Demonſtration Eudox- 
215, it ſmells of Brimſtone, and rather 
proves the Author will be damn'd, than 
that all Religions are Saving. Methinks, 
it has ſo black, ſo monſtrous an AſpeR, 
that it rather frights, than convinces : 
A Man muſt be below the Standard of 
human Nature; he muſt have ſomething 
of Savage, and Deviliſh too in his Com- 
poſition, to bolt out ſuch killing Doctrine 
in cold Blood. Pardon my Heat, Il am not 
Maſter of my Reſentments in ſo provok- 
ing Occaſions ; and when can Paſſion be 
innocent, but in ſuch an extraordinary 
Circumſtance ? But pray, can God reveal 
a Religion ? | a | 
Eudox. Doubtleſs he can. _—_ 
- Ewſeb. It therefore he Reveals one, and 
Commands all Men' to Embrace it under 
Pain of Damnation; I ſuppoſe the Precept 
is Obligatory in England, without the 
Conſent of the great Repreſentatives, 
the Lords, and Commons in Parlia- 
ment. 


Eudoꝶ 
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| Fudoxs#: Yes certainly, God's Power 


goes higher than the Negative Vote; his 


Will alone is a Law, without the Concur- 
rence of either Houſe. 

Euſeb. If therefore he has ReveaPd 
+ Religion, and commands all to em- 
brace it, under Pain of Damnation; 
what will become of your Demonſtra- 
tion f 

Eudox. Why faird, like a diſabled Sol- 
dier, it ſhall: — to Chelſea, and take 


- up with the Invalides; for Arguments 


that have receiv'd on "Duty Scars, de- 
ſerves Conſideration as well as Soldiers. 
ve he has ReveaFd one, and I am 


Euſeb. Expect not a general NMuſter of 


thoſe Arguments Chriſtian Divines draw 
into the Field againſt Infidels; this is a 
Task above my Force, and requires much 
Application; nor does our Controverſy 
require it; for my preſent Buſineſs is not 
to convince you, that Chriſtianity is evi- 
dently True, or evidently Credible; but 
only, that its prabable at leaſt, God has 
Reveal'd it, and commands: all Nations 
to embrace it. If! can diſcharge my ſelf 
ot this Attempt with ſucceſs, my Dagan 
is at au End. 1 | 


D 4 Wen 


Then he began to preach, and confirm'd 


"nies 
Dee — — 


— 
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Well Sir, there are Chriſtians in the 
World ; and if we walk back into paſt A- 
ges, we ſhall find that Jeſas Chriſt was their 
Founder; this is a Truth that admits of no 
Debate; it cannot be queſtion'd by thoſe 
who act like Men, and yield to Evidence. 
This Jeſus was born in a Stable, and paſt 
thirty Years in Poverty and Obſcurity. 


his Doctrine with Prodigies, he gave 
Health to the Sick, Light to the Blind, 
and even Life to the Dead: At laſt he 
died by Mans Malice, and reviv'd the 
third Day by his own Power; he ſent 
twelve Fiſher-men to ſubdue the World 
to the Law of the Goſpel; they obey'd 
His Command; Succefs waited on their 
Labour, and crown'd their Endeavours; 
To that in ſome Years the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion ſpread its Conqueſts beyond the 
Bonnds of the Roman Empire. Preju- 
dice, Libertiniſm and Atheiſm conſpir'd 
its Ruine. Philoſophers oppos'd Argu- 
ments, Emperours Torments, and Liber- 
tines the omnipotent Attractives of Sen- 
frality. Yet Chriſtianity broke through 
the Violence of theſe Oppoſitions, it 
multiplied by Diſputes, and encreas'd 
by Perſecution. Ten Millions of Mar- 
tyrs Joſt their Lives in the urn 
1 „ they 
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they demonſtrated the Trath of their 
Creed, by the Conſtancy of their invin- 
cible Valour; and tho' they ſunk under 
the Exceſs of Torments, they overcame, 
nay oftentimes by the Force of Mira- 
= they turn'd the very Executioners 
into Confeſſors, and the Tyrants into 
Martyrs: In fine Chriſtian Religion has 
always appear'd holy, always victorious, 
always attack d by the Impious, and al- 
ways triumphant over Impiety. 

Now if we conſider the Means Chriſt 
made uſe of, to raiſe this Empire over 
the Hearts and Conſciences of Men; we 
ſhall find them diametrically oppolite to 
all the Rules of human Policy ; and had 
not this great Deſign been firſt laid, and 
then carried on by God himſelf, it muſt 
have prov'd an abortive Embryon, i. 4. 
an Attempt contriv'd without Prudence, 
and follow'd by Diſappointment. 

Firſt, the Articles to be believ'd were 
extraordinary, and rather ſeem'd to re- 
volt the Underſtanding, of to n 
Credit. A God; One in Eſſenc nag Ang 
Three in Perſons, appear'd a Paradox ar bn 
the Poſition'; and God made Man a Bl 


phemy to the Jews, and 3 Fally to the 
Gentiles. Tho” the Reſurrection of the 


Dead might be good News to the Ver- 
tuous, 
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tuous: Vet it could meet with no kind Re- 
ception from the Vicious; it was more ca- 
pable to enflame their Anger, than to work 
upon their Belief, and to make them Ene- 
mies, than Abettors, n 
Secondly, the Precepts of Morality 
eroſs more on Senſe, than the Credenda 
ſeem to claſh with Reaſon : They bridle 

the Sallies of corrupt Nature, and not 
only put a Reſtraint upon our Actions, 
but even on our Deſires: They regulate 
every Motion, and bind up every Ap- 
petite to its good Behaviour; they in- 
culcate nothing but Mortĩfication, Per- 
fecution and ſelf Abnegation in this 
World; and reſerve Pleaſures for the 
Future. They brought into the World 
a new Syſtem of Morality, they con- 
demn'd thoſe Vices which Senſuality had 
deiffed, and canoniz'd thoſe Vertues that 
were perſecuted by ſome, unknown to 
others, and condemn'd by ali. Nature 
indeed bids us love our Friends, but 
Chriſt commands us to ſtretch our Af- 
fections to our Enemies: We muſt re- 
turn Favours for Injuries, Kindneſs-for 
Hatred, and revenge Affronts with Par- 
don: We muſt Place our Wealth in Po- 
verty, our Glory in Ignominy, and our 
Ambition in the Conqueſt of He 
uc 
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Such mortifying. Doctrine in all Proba- 
bility was more likely- to skare People 
from: Chriſtianity, than to draw em to 
it; and no doubt (as Gamaliel ſaid) it had 
began and ended at the ſame Time; its 
Riſe and its Fall would have had but one 
Epoque, had not God by the divine In- 
fluence of his Grace, conquer'd the rebel- - 
lious Hearts of Men, whilſt the. Apoſtles - 
ſet upon their- Underſtanding: with the 
Force of Reaſon, and Miracles; that 
Mahometiſm ſhould delate it. ſelf to - 
prodigious: Extent, is nat ſtrange; it at- 
tacks Men on their weak fide, its Max- 
ims'fawn on Nature, and flatter Senſuali- 
ty; it permits Crimes, and promiſes Im- 
punity ; and yet it was announc'd by. the 
Sword, and prefs'd-on Mankind by Fire, ., 
and Devaſtation ; it went no farther 
than the Barbarians Conqueſt : And. the 
Levant, with part of the. Indie- were 
Slaves before they became Mahometans : - 
But the Increaſe of Chriſtianity is owing 


neither to Armies, nor Battles; it over- - | 


came the World by ſuffering Humility and : 
Perſecution ; and God made uſe of poor, 
ignorant, and weak Men, for the accom- 
pliſhing this great Deſign, that bis Power 
night. appear the greater. 


Now 


4 
| Ba 
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Now, that what J have told you is true; 
what Surety do you require? To bid me 
ſhew you theſe Matters of Fact, is Chil- 
dim; to call for àa Mathematical Demon- 
tration is Ridiculous; and both impaſſi- 
ble: We cannot be aſſur'd of Things 
paſt, but by Oral or Written Traditi- 
on 3 both which ſands for me. I 
can bring you Avouchers of all Ages, 
and of all 'Countries : Some writ what 
they ſaw ; andſeaPd their Writing with 
therr Blood ; -ethers have handed down 
to Poſterĩty what they receivid from their 
Predeceſſors: In a word, a Man that will 


not believe Facts contain'd in my ſhort 


Acrount, by the ſame Rule muſt believe 
Nothing; But to wave farther Diſpute, 
and not to enter into the vaſt Ocean of 
this Controverſy; Iwill only deſire you to 
grant, that *tis Probable Chriſtian Reli- 
gion was Reveal'd by God. 9 
Eudox. Well, I grant your Requeſt, 
but then we ſhall be juſt where we were; 
for ſtill half your Task will remain un- 
done: For tho' God has Reveal'd this 
Religion, by what Logick will you infer, 
that he commands all Men to embrace 


. 


Euſeb. 1 thank you for minding me of 
my Duty, and I will diſcharge my ſelf of 
it 
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it in a Moment. Firſt,” Chriſt bids his A- 
poſtles promulge his Law to all Nations- 
Then he fays, that thoſe who are Bap- 
tiz'd and Believe, ſhall be Sav'd;. but 
thoſe who will not Believe, ſhall be Con- 
demn'd ; that he will laugh at thoſe be- 
fore the Angels, who ſhall bluſh to confeſs 
his Name on Earth: In fine, his Apoſtle 
tells us, we can be Sav'd in no other Na 
but that of Jeſus Chreft, Theſe Paſſages 
proves my Theſis without the Trouble bf 
Inference; they are plain without Gloſs 
or Comment. 727 

Eudox. Right, if you can aſſure me the 
Places you quote are Canonical, id eff, ei- 
ther deliver'd by Chrift, or at his Com- 
mand, by his Apoſt les. 

Euſeb. Why, Sir, you can no more 
queſtion the Places; I cite, than the very 
Exiſtence of Chriſt, and of his Apoſtles ; 
for they ſtand on the ſame Bottom; Tra- 
dition that eſtabliſhes the one, confirms 
the other, r 

Eudox, Well, well, go on. 

Euſeb. Thus much therefore I have 
gain'd ; *tis doubtful wherher there be + 
God or no: Tis doubtful whether Chriſtian + 
a 2 not the only ſaving Religion in 
the World. 


Thes. 


\ 
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Theo. You; have; pray make your Ad- 


vantage. | a 
Euſeb. Iwill Sir, and hope to improve 


my Advantage ſo far, as to demonſtrate 
that Atheiſts, and Latitudinarians ſeem to 
looſe their Reaſon the firſt Moment they 


abuſe iti; and that, tho' they pretend to 
ſquare their Belief and Conduct by the 


Rules of the moſt refin'd Prudence, 
they fail moſt wretchedly in the Execu- 


tion. | ; | 
Theo. I perceive £udoxus, we muſt pre- 
fently away to Bedlam; it will not be a- 


miſs to lay in Proviſions before hand: 


But Exſeb;us, you have much Buſineſs on 


.your hands, and before that bediſpatch'd 
your Head may be in ſome diſorder alſo.: 


To your Task if you pleaſe. 


%% 8 ' Mt an 


— 
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DIALOGUE V. 


I being ſuppoſed Doubtful whether t here 
be e ph whether all Religions are 
Saving : The Atheiſts and Latitudi. 
narians expoſe themſelves to eætream 
Hazard. | 


Euſeb. E are agreed at preſent The- 
omachus, that both theſe 
Propoſitions are uncertain : There 1s 4- 
God; There is no Gad; and you Eudoxus - 
are on the ſame Termes with me concern» 
ing .theſe two: Any Religion: is Saving. 
The Chriſtian Religion alone is Saving : If 
therefore it be true there is 4 God; "tis 
certainly falſe there is no God; but then if 
it be true there is. no God, by the ſame 
Rule *tis falſe there is 4 Gd: Again, if 
it be true all Religions are. Saving, then 
tis falſe the Chriſtian Religion alone is Sa- 
ding; but if it be true the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion. alone is Saving; then *tis alfo falſe 
all Religions are Saving: For God who 
can do all Things, diſowns the Power of 
placing Truth in both Members of a Con- 
tradiction. Now, Gentlemen, I enter 
upon my Proof. When 
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When two uncertain Opinions lie be- 


fore me, I am oblig'd by all the Laws of 
Prudence, to chuſe that which cannot 


rejudice me much, tho? it chance to be 
Ie, and will turn to my Advantage if 
it happen to be true; and on the contra- 
ry, tis an infallible Symptom of a craſy 
Judgment, to cloſe with that, which tho” 


true promiſes an inconſiderable Gain, and 


threatens me with Ruin and Deſtruction, if 
falſe. This may be laid down as a Poſtu- 
latum for Practice, and is no leſs evident, 
than any Axiom in Mathematicks is for 
Theory. By this Compaſs the wiſe 5tates- 
man ſteers his Courſe ;, by this Card the 
thriving Merchant ſails, and the cun- 
ning Gameſter models his Play by this 
infallible Maxim. A wife Prince before 
he engages in an Expedition, draws u 

the whole Proſpect of Gain, in caſe Succeſs 
crowns his Epterpriſe; and that of Loſs, 
in caſe it end in Difappointment and Miſ- 
carriage; he weighs his Hopes with his 
Fears; the Hazard of looſing, with the 
Probability of gaining ; and will never 
embark himſelf in an Enterpriſe hand 


over head: When he knows (tho? Succeſs 
follows his Standard) he fhall only maſter 


an inconſiderable Village, or a contemp- 
tible Town; but if it flies over to his 
Enemies 
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Enemies, his whole Kingdom will be the 
Reward of their Victory, and the Price 
of his Defeat: On the other ſide, if a 
Prince falls upon his Neighbour, at leaft 
with equal Forces, and knows (if Fortune 
favours his Arms) he ſhall ſubdue a 
Kingdom; and tho? it frowns he can on- 
ly looſe an abandon'd Bourg, and per 
chance not even that; in this Caſe;tho* he 
be 1 ones of Succeſs, he carries off 
the Title of Nie and Prudent; he play'd 
his Game well, tho he loſt the Set; and 
every Man muſt be fo juſt to his Merit, as 
to confeſs his Venture was prudent, tho' 
not ſucceſsful. A. 4 

A Merchant manages with Prudence 
and Caution his Affairs, when he has 
bronght the whole Myſtery of Trading 
to fuch' a Point, that his Gain may be 
exceſſive, and his Loſs cannot be con- 
ſiderable: But fhould a Man of Trafick 
and Commerce, put Twenty Thonſand 
Ponnd a board a leaky Veſfel, and fend 
it to the Indies, through as many Dan- 
gers as there are Shelves in the Sea, or 
Winds in the Compaſs, with the bare 
Hopes of gaining Six-pence ; would not 
you, and all the World poſt him u 
for a Madman? Would you not thin 
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him: fitter to lie in Bedlam, than to walk 
in the Exchange? 1 
Theom. Ves ſurely, I would judge him 
very rich, or ſuperlatively Fooliſh ; and 
would Duck and Drake. away my. Mo- 
ney, rather than confide it to his keep- 
ing. | | | 
Fb. Should a Man lay me Ten to 
One at Croſs or Pie, I ſuppoſe you would 
call me. wiſe if I took the Bet ? But then, 
if I ſhould turn. the Tables, and: ſtake-a 


Million againſt a. Farthing ; would you 


not brand me with Folly and Extra- 
vagance ?. Would you not conclude that 
either I knew not the true Value of 
Money, or thought it a. Burthen? For, 
at this rate I ſhould drain a Freaſure in a 
Moment, greater than that of Pore, and 
1221 Bankrupt in ſpight of good luck it 
elf. | 
Theo. You can run out in Poſitions that 
are undoubtedly true: Pray wheel about 
to the Application; methinks you ſhoar 
at random. F = 
Euſeb. | am for you preſently: When 
two Propoſitions are uncertain, by the Rules 
of Prudence you oug ht to chuſe that 97 
cannot prejudice. you, tho? it chance to be 


Falſe; and will infallibly turn to your Ad- 


Lantage, if it prove True, On the contra- 
ne” 155 
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ry, tis an extream piece of Folly to regu- 
late your Conduct by that Opinion which 
will lead you into Ruine and Deſtruftion, 
if Falſe; and cannot better your Fortune, or 
improve your Intereſt, tho True. Now, 
thoſe Propofitions are ſuppos'd by us 
uncertain; There is a God; There is no 
God: All Religions are Saving; Only the 
Chriſtian Religion is Saving. You are 
therefore both oblig'd in Prudence to 
embrace thoſe Opinions which will 
prove highly advantagous to you, if 
True ; and will bring no Diſadvantage 
if Falſe. | Ba 

Theo. We Subſcribe to your Concluſi- 
ON, 0 ' 
EFEuſeb. But you embrace thoſe Opi- 
nions which if Falſe, hurry you into 
eternal Miſery ; and if True, are not 
able to advantage your Happineſs : | 
What then remains but this Conſequence 
That you both forſake thoſe glorious 
Rules of Prudence and Reafon fo much 
extoll'd by Atheiſts and Latudinarians, 
and never regarded when they act by their 
own Principles? 

Theo. Ho Sir! You have been poreing 
on Monſieur Paſcal; at leaſt you are not 
(I am ſure) of the Society; for thoſe 
good Fathers will not. ſtoop ſo. low. as 

to 
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to take up Arguments at ſecond hand, or 
to uſe Weapons beaten on tha 
man's Anvil. n 

Eugſeb. Under favour; Arguments are not 
like Cloaths, the worſe for uſing: Nay, 


methinks, a Proof that has been on fre- 


quent Service, is like thoſe veteran Soul- 


| diers, who neither ftart at the Noiſe of 


Muſquets, nor the Report of Canons. 
Bir, let us not wake Monſieur Paſcal, he 
ſleeps quietly in his Grave; and if he 
has laid Crimes at the Jeſuits door they 
were not guilty of, he has long ſince cry'd 
Peccavi; he has Anſwer'd for his Letters 
at God's Tribunal, and either receiyes 
Hell for the Puniſhment, or Heaven for 
the Reward of his Labours: Tho' ſome 
have queſtion'd his Charity; no Man e- 
ver aoubted of his Wit; and I am pretty 
well convinc'd he preſs'd the Atheiſts 
more home with this Argument, than he 
pinch'd the Jeſuits with his Dialogues : 
However let us ſtep ſoftly over him ; the 
Gentlemen of Port-Royal are good Friends, 
but dangErous Enemies; and if you at- 
tack one, you draw the whole Fraterni- 


ty upon you. E 
| Theo. Well Sir, I deny, tho? this Pro- 


poſition be Falſe there is no God, I can re- 
ceive any Diſadvantage. 1 L083 
cy Eudox. 


t Gentle 


Ga am * 
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Eudox. And 1 am of the ſame 

on, tho? this happen to be Falſe, all Reli- 
gions are Saving · 

Euſeb. Let us then for the preſent ſup⸗ 
poſe this Propoſition is Falſe there 5s % 
God ; — this is True, there is 4 
2 Now if there be a God, he bs 
ö f 

Theo. He is. 

Euſeb. Therefore he muſt, and will 
puniſh thoſe who tranſgreſs his Law, and 
queſtion his Authority: For he acts no 
leſs. againſt the Laws of Juſtice, Who 
— yy at Crimes, than be who | martyrs - 
Innocence: This, we call Tyrauny, and 
Oppreſſion; that, criminal Indulgence, and 
Partiality ; both claſh with Juſtice the 
one exceeds a Mean; the other falls: hort 
of it: Now God cannot act with, Juſtice, 
unleſs the Puniſhment bears ſome Propor- 
tion with the Offence : Seeing therefore 
there is an Infinite Diſtance between the 
Offender and the Perſon offended; the 
Puniſhment muſt be in ſome fort lafi- 
nite 3 but it cannot be Infinite in Inten- 
tion; therefore it muſt be in Extention, 
or Continuance. 

Beſides, the Lives of the moſt refin'd 
Debauchees, run on in a never interrupt 
ed Series of Proſperity, 3 they naither 

groan 


— 
— 
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groan under the Pangs of Sickneſs 3 nor 
the Throws of Poverty; they enjoy the 
Bleſſing of Health ; and wallow in Abun- 
dance; their Undertakings, tho” laid 
with Folly, come off with Succeſs; and 
ſo they carry off Profit and Applauſe, 
tho* their Conduct deſerves Diſappoint- 
ment and Contempt; they ſail on pro- 
ſperouſly with all Winds; and if ſome- 
times they ſtick upon a Rock, they only 
perceive the Danger, to get off with Plea- 
fure. Now ſeeing God is Juſt ; and does 
not drag out theſe MalefaQors to Execu- 
tion in this World; 'tis clear they will 
feel the Weight of his juſt Refentment in 
the other: So that Theomachus, if there 
be a God, you ſee what expects you here - 
after : Juſtice, Revenge, Torments, and 
Miſery. 

But then, if Chriſtian Religion be 
True; and the only Saving Religion 
in the World; the Scene is ſhifted from 
bad to worſe ; from Horror, to Amaze- 
ment: And you Eudoxus are in the ſame 
Misfortune with your Friend. Tho? the 
Light of Nature tells us God will 
crown his Friends in the next World, 
and chaſtiſe his Enemies: Yet the Light 
of Nature cannot particulariſe either 
the Reward, or Puniſnments. This Ar- 

canum 
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tanum we owe to Divine Revelation 
alone; and we have Grounds ſufficient, 
at leaſt to make it highly Probable he 
has Reveal'd it; and if it be True, 
that he has, the Atheiſt and Latudi- 
narian play Croſs and Pile at an exceſ- 
five Diſadvantage they ſtake an Eterni- 
ty of Happineſs, and another of Miſe- 
ry againſt a Baublez for they cannot 
looſe the firſt without falling foul on 
the ſecond; like accurſed Cair's, they 
will be baniſh'd from the Face of God, 
and carry on their Foreheads a perpe- 
tual Mark of his Vengeance; and their 
Reprobation : They will frie 1n Pitch, 
and flame in Brimſtone without Pity, 
without Compaſſion, and (what is worſe) 
without Term, without Annihilation; 
and can Fancy frame a greater Tor- 
ment, than always to be barr'd of the 
Sight of God? And always to deſire a 
Glimpſe of that Infinite Beauty ? Than 
always to burn and rage with Devils ? 
And always to deſpair of Releaſement? 
To theſe ſtrange Misfortunes do Atheiſts 
and Latitudinarians expoſe themſelves, 
if there be a God and if Chriſtian Religi- 
on be the only Saving Religion in the World 
and for ought you know both may be 


Theo 
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Thea. . You follow your Adverſaries 
with fo. much Heat, that you wound your | 
ſelf in the Purſuit; your very Arguments 
deſtroy your Hypotheſis; and 'whilft ou 
ſuppoſe there may be a God, you very 5 
tearnedly demouſtrate there is none. 
_ Enſeb. You have a mind to ſport, but 
Jeſts never improve into Arguments, nor 7 
can Raillery grow up into Reaſon, 1 

Theo. Sir you miſtake, I am nat in a 
jeſting Humour: Pray if there be a God, 
is he not Merciful? 

Euſeb. He is. 1 | 
Theo. And if you fuppoſe a God, and 
at the fame Time prove, that He is un- 
juſt, unmerciful, nay tyrannical and fa- | 
vage; do you not pull down with one 
Hand, what you raiſe with the other ? 
Does not your Proof fly in the Face f 
your Poſition? You ſay it there be a God, ll 
I ſball feel the Weight of his exaſpera- | 
ted Anger for all Eternity: I ſhall glow 
in Pitch, and boyle in Brimſtone: What 
is this but to clap the moſt exorbitant 
Tyranny on Mercy it ſelf? To blend 
Cruelty with Meakneſs ? Barbarity with 
Juſtice ? To ſink an infinite Mercy into 
Cruelty? And to turn God into a Chi- 
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You may perchance ſcare poor Chil- 


dren, or filly Women with your Quiveds's 


Viſious of Hell; and ſwell his Fancies in- 
to divine Revelation; but Men are not 
ſo eaſily impos d upon. I know if there 
be a God, he is merciful ;. and that it is 
not Mercy's Office to butcher, but to 
pardon © Beſides you confeſs, that God is 
the Model of all Perfection: That our 
Vertue is but a dark Beam of his. How 
then can he command us (as you ſay he 
does) to revenge Affronts with Favours? 
To lay down our Lives for our Enemies; 
when he proſecutes his, with Racks and 
Flames? Either therefore there is no 
Hell, or no Mercy in God; and then 
there will be no God: Take which Part 
of the Dilemma you pleaſe; I ſhall be 
pretty ſecure againſt futureContingencies: 
So that you ſee we Atheiſts, and Liber- 
tines walk on more even Ground than 

you imagine. | 
Euſeb. | might return your own Argu- 
ment upon you; and ſhew that you run his 
Mercy ſo high, that you quite diſcard 
his juſtice: But I will wave this Advan- 
tage, and ſingle out your Reaſons; which 
rather amaze, than convince. You ſay 
God's Goodneſs hinders him from taking; 
any Cognizance of Crimes in the bext 
E World: 
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World: Therefore it is lawful to tram- 
ple upon his Majeſty ; to controul his Or- 
ders; and to ſpurn at his Commands : He 
who ſo dotes on our Perſons, cannot re- 
venge the Offences: Therefore Blaſphe- 
my, Murders, Adulteries, and all thoſe 
Crimes that outrage Nature, and put e- 


ven Atheiſts to the Bluſh, are but indif- 


ferent Actions; they have no more harm, 
than what flows from Viſion, Prejudice, 
and Imagination: For were they Crimes, 
they would deſerve Puniſhment in the next 


World: Now Mercy ties God's Hands, 


according to your new Syſtem; and ab- 


folves the Criminal. Hence it follows, 


that feeing no Action deſerves Puniſh- 


ment; no Actions are Crimes; and by | 


Conſequence there is no Law, for every 
Crime is a Tranſgreſſion of the Law. 
This is a comfortable Doctrine for 
Whores, and Rogues; and you deſerve 
a Penſion from Goals, and Baudy-houſes: 
Such Helps as theſe keep up the Trade, 
inrich the Hangman, and break down all 
the Barrieres of Shame, to let into the 
World a Deluge of Lewdneſs, and Abo- 


minations. Thus whilſt -you plead for 


God's Mercy, you ſolicite for Vice, and 
tura Advocate for Impiety. 
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I grant God is Goad, and Merciful; 
and we need no other Evidence to illu- 


ſtrate this Truth; but that you breath, 


and enjoy the common Bleſling of Man- 
kind : Had not God rather follow'd the 
mild Inclinations of his Mercy, than the 
more ſevere Laws of his Juſtice z Puniſh- 
ment had trod on the Heels of your 
Crimes; he had tore you from your De- 
baucheries In flagranti, and left not a 
Moment between the Sin and your Dam- 
nation: But, Sir, he has fore-gon his 
Right, and taken more mild Methods; 
he has bore your Inſolence theſe many 
Years with Patience, and call'd you to 
Repentance, when he might have deli- 
ver'd you over to Puniſhment : Nay, I am 
told what bold Returns of Ingratitude you 
have made for his exceſſive Kindneſs : 
You have (more than once) in the very 
Face of the Sun, to the Scandal not 
only of Religion, but of Humanity ; 
ſpit in the Face of this Infinite Mer- 
cy: You have burleſqued his Good- 
neſs, and profainly deny'd he ever ſaw 
your Crimes, or hated 'em; becauſe he 
did not revenge 'em on the Spot, and 
put an End to your Life, and Blaſphe- 
mies the ſame Moment: Yet after all 
theſe flaming Attempts againſt his Pre- 

E 2 rogatiye, . 
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rogative, and Perſon; you not only live, 
but receive continual Favours from his 
Munificence; he expects only a Peccavi 
to ſeal your Pardon and to cancel your 


Offences; but if you will ftand to your 


abominable Principles, and droll upon 
his Menaces; if you will puſh on Obſti- 
nacy to the Grave; he will ſoften your 
hard Heart in Flames, and teach you by a 
diſmal Experience, that he wants not 
Mercy, but that you do not deſerve to 
feel the Effects of ſo amiable an At- 
tribute. | 

In ſhort, God is good, becauſe he cre- 
ated ſo vile a Creature as Man, to fo 
high a Fortune; becauſe when our firſt 
Parent Adam withdrew himſelt from Du- 
ty, and engag'd his whole Poſterity 1n 
open Rebellion, he was plcas'd to aflume 
our Nature, to .explate our Sins with his 
Blood, and to breath into our Souls a 
new Life of Grace by his Death ; be- 
cauſe he ſets a thouſand Wheels on Work, 
to draw back Sinners to Repentance, and 
generally gives them Time, and always 
Grace to look into their irregular Con- 
duct, and to deteſt it: Theſe are un- 


doubted Marks of a moſt ſolid Good- 


neſs; and by this Square, God commands 


us to model our Behaviour towards our 
| Ene- 


eee 
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Enemies, and he has laid before us ſo 


compleat a- Pattern, that we ſhall never 
be able to reach it. 

But then God has Regard to. Juſtice, 
even when he ſeems to abandon himſelf 
totally to the Conduct of Mercy; for 
theſe Perfections which ſtand at the Helm 
of Government are never at Variance; 
their Advice is Uniform, and both con- 
ſpire to baniſh Confuſton, and to sſta- 
bliſh Order; for God's Mercy is notfling 
elſe, but a ſincere Intention to procure 
a Creature Good, ſo far only as Order 
will permit: Therefore, when a Crea- 
ture has diſturb'd this Order, God's Mer- 
cy purſues the Criminal, he offers him 
his Grace, and invites him a thouſand 
Times to reeſtabliſn by Repentance, the 
Order he had broken by his Diſobedi- 
ence: And then, if he will not hearken 
to theſe kind Exhortations; Juſtice forces 
him to reſettle it by Torments; for God, 
tho' he be Omnipotent cannot permit 
Diſorder: He muſt either deſtroy it in 
Time, by forgiving Sins, or in Eterni— 
ty, by puniſhing them. In fine, Sir, Mer- 


Cy governs in this World, but its Com- 
miſſion extends not to the other; there 
Juſtice reigns alone, and either diſtributes 
Rewards or decerns Puniſhment. Much 

E 3 good 
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good therefore may your Dilemma do you; 
There is a God, and He 1s Merciſul: There 
is 4 God, and He is Fuft. If that be a 
Perfection, ſo is this, nor are they in- 


compatible: For tho' one Vice may jarr 


with another. Vertues are of a more 


peaceable Complexion, they live in Uni- 


on, and can lodge in the ſame Breaſt. 
Theom. I don't deny, but that Offen- 
ces againſt the divine Majeſty may de- 
{erve ſome Puniſhment ; and I know that 
if there be a God, he has Power to cha- 
{tize, as well as to reward; but an Eter- 
nal Puniſhment is very laſting, and looks 
more like an Act of Tyranny, than Ju- 
{tice. I could allow well enough of a round 
Fit of the Gout, or Stone; or let God 


puniſh my Crimes on my Cattel with 


Murrains, Plagues and Mortality, I am 


contented : Bur an Eternal Torment for 


one Eſcape of Nature, for one Sally of 
Paſſion, can only proceed from Exceſs of 
Cruelty. | 

Euſeb. We ſhould live under a moſt 
happy Government, were all our Judges 
of your ſoft Diſpoſition ; what merry 


Pays ſhould we enjoy if Murthers were 


only Pillor'd > Sodomies Whipt? And 
Traytors confin'd to their Lodgings ? 
Such ſevere Laws, would no doubt dif- 
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arm Vice, diſcourage Villany, and put 


all Rogucry out of. Countenance. But 
Sir, telleme, would not fuch over-ſtrain' 


Mercy let looſe the whole Kennel of 


Abominations ? Would it not cut off all 
the Lines of Communication between Man 
and Man, and turn all into a Heap of 
Confuſion ? Would you not judge thoſe 
more guilty who made ſuch Laws, than 
thoſe who broke 'em? I am fare you 
would call out for ſome Grains of Se- 
verity, and apply a more violent Re- 
medy to cure the agonizing Government: 
Yet you are in an ill Humour, becauſe 
God does not ſteer his Conduct by thoſe 
condeſcending Methods you condemn 
and if he did, you would as certainly 
arraign his Mercy, as now you impeach 
his Juſtice. In a Word, Theomachus, as 
I told you above, there is an infinite 
Diſtance between God and Man; there- 
fore, the Malice of every Sin is as Di- 
vines hold, 1a ſome Sort infinite ; there- 
fore, it deſerves a Puniſhment, in ſome 
Sort infinite. But it can be only infinite 
in Duration ; therefore every mortal Sin 
deſerves an Eternal Puniſhment. How 
then dare you faſten on God Cruelty 
and Barbariſm, when he only propor- 
thns the Pain to the Offence. Sir, take 
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my Advice: *Tis more ſecure for you 
to repent, than to complain ; *tis Mad- 
neſs to play with the ſupream Being, 
Ingratitude to treat ill the beſt of Friends, 
Frenzy to provoke the ſtrongeſt Ene- 
mv. 1 

8 If I carry God's Mercy too high, 
you ſtretch his Juſtice beyond all Pro- 
portion. What Equality can-you diſco- 
ver between a momentary Offence, and 


a never ending Pain? Between a Ma- 


lice that has ſome Bounds, and a Puniſh- 
ment that has none ? Me thinks, at leaſt 
an Age of Torments may expiate a Day 
of unlawful Pleaſure : But to rack and 
torture a ſhort liv'd Frailty, Eternally 3 is 
to ſtrain Juſtice to the very Pitch of 
Cruelty. 

Euſeb. No doubt, Juſtice always pro- 
portions the Puniſhment to the Offence ; 
but then, this Proportion cannot conſiſt 
in an equal Duration of the Crime, and 
the Pain. IJ have known a Perjury that 
paſs'd through a D——s Teeth in a Mo- 
ment, pillor'd a whole Hour: And 1 


have ſeen the guilty Patient run the Gant» 


let from Newgate to Tyburn. Yet tho” the 
Puniſhment was of a longer Continuance, 
than the Oath; who complain'd of Cru- 


elty, but thoſe very Raſcals that deſerv'd 


the 


* 
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the Correction? Does not Juſtice ſome- 
times take Criminals by the Ears: And 
make the Guilty compound for their 
Transgreſſions, with the Loſs of theſe 
innocent Members, which ſeldom return 
to their owners: Fellons Murtherers and 
Traytors by the Law of Nations ſuffes 
Death, that is a Puniſhment in ſome kind. 
Eternal: And if the Soul be mortal (as. 
the Atheiſts contend) abſolutely ſo ; be- 
cauſe it forces the Criminals into a State. 
of Nothing, in which they muſt eter- 
nally remain. The Vote of Mankind- 
runs therefore againſt your Notion of E- 
quity; and the Atheiſts Idea of Juſtice. 
is no more defencible, than his Practice. 
Nay, Sir, if any Crime againſt a Prince 
or the Common-wealth. can juſtly de- 
ſerve Death; one againſt God as juſtly 
deſerves Hell eternally. 

For as on the one Side the Grandeur, 
Majeſty, and Perfections of God, ſurpaſs 
infinitely thoſe of the greateſt and moſt 
abſolute Monarch that ever breath'd: 
So on the other, cur Obligation to obey, 
reſpect and love this auguſt Maſter, riſcs 
with his Greatneſs. Therefore an Offence 
againſt God, excceds that agaiaſta Prince, - 
at leaſt terminative in the ſame Proportion, 
that the Perfections of the one excel the 
=o; 4 Baſz- 
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Baſeneſs of the other. Therefore as there 
can be noCompariſon between theOffences, 
there muſt be none between the Puniſh- 
ments. Now let the Puniſhment of a 
Crime againſt God be never ſo great, if it 
be not eternal, there muſt of neceſſity be 
ſome Proportion between it and Death, 
the juſt Puniſhment of a Treaſon againſt 
the Perſon ofa temporal Prince; Therefore 
no Puniſhment can equal an Offence 
againſt God unleſs it be eternal. 

Theo. You ſuppoſe when we recteate 
Nature we erect 4 hioh Court of Juſtice 
and commiſsion Judges to arraign him; 
this is a Theological Speculation. No, no; 
we are ſo far from queſtioning his 
Autority, or impeaching his Majeſty ; 
that we do not even think of him in 
our Debauches : We intend not to dis- 
pleaſe him; but to pleaſe ourAppetites; to 
regale our Senſes, and enjoy the Creature. 

Euſeb. This is an excellent Play for 
Thieves and Murderers; and (would it 
hold) the Government might ſhut up 
Newgate, and pull down the Gallows ; 
tor tew Highwaymen think of her Majc- 
fy, or her Laws, while they Murder and 
take Purſes on the Road. Let us ſap- 
pofe one of thoſe Gentlemen on the 


Ladder, haranguing thus the Spettators- 


Good 
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Good People! I am brought to an un- 
timely, and (what is worſe) to a moſt 
thameful End, againſt all the Laws of 
Juſtice. I was brought to the Bar for 
Affronting her Majeſty : The Jury has 
found me Guilty; and the Judge Con- 
demn'd me. Now I proteſt, I never har- 
bour'd an unbeſeeming Thought of her 
Majeſty. I have ſerv'd my Soveraign at 
the Expence of my Blood ; and was al- 
ways ready to maintain her juſt Rights 
and Prerogatives with my Life and For- 
tunes. I follow'd my Maſter to Steenkerch, 
and Norwinde, and loſt ſome Fleſh, and 
my Money in his Service: At my Return, 
] was put to my Shifts, and could meet 
with no Relief, but on the Highway : 
Here I providentially fell upon. a preſent 
Supply: I truſt up a Brace of Lawyers, 
and uncas'd a ſolitary Parſon, but in all my 
Expeditions, I never dreamt of her Ma- 
jeſty: How then could I affront or offend 
her? What Relation is there between 
the Princeſs, and the Subject, that an In- 
jury offer'd one, muſt rebound on the o- 
ther? What think you? Would this 
Loyal Speech reverſe the Sentence? 

Theom. No: Ithink Mr. Sheriff would 
bid Jack-ketch do his Office. 


. 


Enuſch:. 


| 
| 
| 
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Euſeb. I am of your Opinion : But 


then has not this Knight of the Queen's 
Highway an Atheiſt's play ? He crys wot 
Guilty good People | Becauſe in the actual 
Tranſgreſſion of the Queen's Laws, he 
never thought of her Majeſty ; and you 
plead for Impunity ; becauſe (whilſt you 


outrag'd Nature) you never dreamt of 


God. Sir, God is abſolute Monarch of 


the Univerſe : He owes his Title to Sove- 


ratgnty, neither to Birth, nor Election : 
His Right is founded in his boundleſs Per- 
fections. Thoſe Laws of Nature you 
N without Scruple, or Remorſe; 


are of his making; and to controul his 


- 


Orders, is to affront his Perſon : So 


that though Sinners do not queſtion his 
Authority; at leaſt they deſpiſe it : Now 
for a vile Worm to contend with, and 
dare ſo great, ſo awful a Majeſty, is to 
overſhoot Infolence it ſelf. , 
Theom. Well ; God's Juftice, together 


with Devils, Flames, Darkneſs, and De- 


ſpair, would diſcompoſe me, cou'd I 
perſwade my ſelf, my Soul wou'd revive 
my Body; but alas, we enter into the 
World like Beaſts; and make as inglori- 
ous an Exit: Our Bodies fall into Duſt; 
and our Souls into Nothing : Twenty 
Years hence I ſhall be, what I was a 

— ang 
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ſand Years ago; a meer non ens, uncapa - 
ble either of Pain, or Pleaſure. 

Euſeb. This Evaſion chills my Blood. 
What, can't you defend your Cauſe with- 
out drawing upon Nature? Nor prove 

ou are no Fool, without confeſſing your 
{elf a Beaſt ? I could eaſily force you from 
this Retrenchment, by demonſtrating the 
Immortality of the Soul; but I leave this 
Enterpriſe to a more convenient Seaſon. 
In the mean time, I only deſire to know, 
whether yon are ſure, the Soul ends with 
the laſt Breath : Without certainty, you 
are juſt where you was; expos'd to that. 
miſerable State, that expects Atheiſts, 
if there be a God. Tell me then, are 
you ſure Mens Souls are Mortal? 

Theom. When! compare the Operati- 
ons of Beaſts with thoſe of Men; me- 
thinks, we ſtand on the ſame Level. Vet 
a Voice within, tells me, Iam of a more 
noble ExtraQion ; and this ſoft Whiſper 
peſters my Brain with Doubts; and my 
Heart with Fears. | 

Fuſeb. Perchance therefore your Soul 
is Immortal : Perchance there is a God, 
a Hell, and a Heaven: Perchance Chri- 
ſtianity is the only Saving Religion in the 
World. Now if theſe Things are real, 
(and tor ought you know they are) what 

will 
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will become of Atheiſts, and Latitudinari- 
ans? How nicely will they have manag'd 
their Aﬀairs; when they ſee themſelves 
ftript of all Title to Heaven? And find 
an eternal Habitation prepar'd in 
Helt? You ſee what Hazard you run; 
and therefore I muſt conclude, your Con- 
duct is fooliſh, and mad to Frenzy; un- 
leſs you can make good to Evidence, that 
if your Opinions prove true, you ſhall 
enjoy ſome Good, that counterpoiſes the 
eternal Loſs of Heaven; nay, and the 
exorbitant Tortures of Hell : For to 
riſque the Main without good Warrant 
and Caution, is Raſhneſs, and even Fury 
beyond Extravagance. I have laid open 
the juſt Subject of your Fears; favour me 
with a full Proſpe& of your Hopes. 


DIA- 
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DIALOGUE VL 


" The Advantage Atheiſts and Latitudi- 
narians can expect if there be no 
God; and if all Religions are Sa- 
ving, is not comparable to the Diſ 
advantage they fear, if there be a 
God ; and one Religion. alone 
be Saving. 


Theom. IR, you have aſſign'd me an 
eaſy Task; and I undertake it 

with Pleaſure : You have drawn up a 
frightful Bill of our Loſſes, if there be 
4 God; and if one Religion only be Sa- 
ving : I will ballance it with another 
of our Gain, if we are in the Right; 
and then you'll confefs. our Affairs are 
in a better Poſture than you imagine, 
and perchance than you wiſhz if we 
venture Much, we hope for More; the 
Harveſt ballances our Labour and Ex- 
ence. Iknow not through what Pro- 

pective you view the Pleaſures of Life: 
Methinks, they preſent us. a fine Pro- 
ipet ; and in ſpite of the moſt ſevere 
Philoſophy, dart forth too melting 
Charms to be contemptible. No 3 
fe 
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Life is a * Bleſſing; *tis above Pur- 
chaſe, and cannot be Over- rated; but 
then Pleaſure alone raiſes its Value: 
Deveſt it of pleaſing Senſations, and 
*twill become a Burthen. Were I ſure 
never to be pleagd, I ſhould unwiſh my 
felf, and Bribe ſome Bravo to diſpatch 


me: I ſhould fall out with my Exi- 


ſtance, and Long to return to my Quon- 
dam Nothing. How valuable then is 
Pleaſure, that can ſet ſo vaſt a Price on 
fo mean a Thing? And give it the firſt 
Place in our Wiſhes; that would take up 
the laſt in our Deſires ? I know ill natur'd 
Philoſophers, and viſionary Divines, haye 
imploy'd their Rhetorick to run down 
Pleaſure, and to talk it out of Counte- 
nance. They have LibelFd it theſe Thou- 
fand Years, and attack'd it with Auxilia- 
ries drawn from Doggerel and Invective: 
Yet it ſtands its Ground, and maintains 
its Poſt with Reputation. Time, that 
lays open the Defects of other Things, has 
(it ſeems) diſcover'd' ſome Perfections in 
Pleaſure ; for*tis now courted more than 
ever: And this fair Hellen has more 


Gallants than that of Greece: It grows 


not cheap under Tryal; but riſes under 
Uſe, and Experiment; it neither gluts, 
nor ſurfeits; its Beauty is always in the 
| Flower; 
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Flower ; and out of the Reach of Ape. 
Cities have chang'd Places; Empires 
have ſunk under the Welght of their own 
Greatneſs; new Cuſtoms have worn out 
the Memory of the old: But the Deſire 
of Pleaſure has never vary'd : This runs 
in all our Veins: We took it from-our 
Fathers; and bequeath it to our Chil- 
dren; *tis the prime End of Nature; 
and atmoſt the ſole Object of Inclina- 
tion. Now it ſeems ſtrange that all 
Men ſhould dote of Deformity ; and 
run into-the Embracements of Nothing; 
that they ſhould priſe above all Things, 
what is below Price; and ſo turn Fools 
or Madmen for Company. You will 

erchance tell me, that I am miſtaken 
in my Calculation; and marſhal up a 
Brigade of Anchorites, to confute m 
Arithmetick. Theſe Men (you'll ſay 
made War upon Pleaſure. They faſted 
anddiſciplin'd themſelves into a Loathing 
of it; and ſometimes mur'd up a Senſe to 
fortify the Avennes againſt ſo vile, and 
ſo treacherous an Enemy. Theſe Men 
therefore, who thus perſecuted Pleaſure, 
were neither fond of its Charms, nor 
well convinc'd of its Excellence. 
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But according to the Proverb, One 
Swallow makes not a Summer ; your rare 
Example of Abſtinence, and Mortifica- 
tion cannot weaken my univerſal In- 
duQion : They leave it in its entire 
Force ; nay, they ſtrengthen it ; for you 
gaze on ſuch Men as Miracles ; and 
propoſe them to the World, rather to 
be admir'd, than imitated : Nay, they 
purſu'd Pleaſure whilſt they renounc'd 
it; and ſo only ſhov'd it away with 
one Hand, and drew it to them with 
the other : For as there is oftentimes 
a ſecret Pride even in Humility ; fo 
there is a Pleaſure in Self-denyal ; and 
all that you can prove by theſe Ex- 
amples is, that Men's Palates have dit- 
rent Contextures; and what tickles 
gently ſome, grates upon others: In a 


word, 'to queſtion the Goodneſs of Plea- 


fare, is to deny Experiment; and con- 
tradict Demonſtration. 

Thus Sir, you ſee if Atheiſts hazard 
Something, they hope for More : Plea- 
fure, Satisfaction, and a moſt happy 
Life, ballance all thoſe Miſeries which 
may befall us after Death. For my 
part, I cannot think, that the fondeſt 
Imagination can over-flouriſh, or even 
Paint to the Life, the 1 2 

| Tnoke. 
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thoſe who never check Nature, but give 
her the Reins, and follow blindly her 
Directions. They can regale Ambition, 
feaſt Revenge, and treat Senſuality with 
Splendour: Theſe odd Notions of Good 
and Evil, fume into the Head, they raiſe 
Damps on the Conſcience, and daſh: 
Delights with Gall and Wormwood. If 
we muſt pen up our Appetites, and con- 
fine em to Limits; adieu Content. For 
in Reality, we properly enjoy Nothing, 
when we refuſe our Paſſions any Thing. 
But when we follow the Bent of Nature, 
and ſwimn down the Current of Incli- 
nation, 'tis then we poſſeſs a Bliſs equal 
to your ſo much talk'd of Heaven. But 
with this onely Difference, that it wants. 
Immortality. Now Euſebius, where is your 
Folly ? If our Opinions are falſe, *tis ſure 
we ſhall be undone hereafter : But then 
it they prove true; our Happineſs will 
be greater than our Miſery can be, tho 
they prove falſe: For if we ſide with 
the Belief of a God, and of Chriſtian 
Religion, and live up to the Rigour of 
thoſe Beliefs; we- diſcard our ſelves of 
all the Pleaſures of Life; nay, and turn 
it into a Torture. Now Miſeries in the 
Hand, pinches more than Miſeries in Re- 


verſion. 
Eudox. 
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Eudox. Theomachus you have forgot the 
topping Branch of our Priviledge : If 
we beleive a God, and the Myſteries of 
Chriſtianity, we muſt enſlave Reaſon, 
and regulate our Opinions by the Rules 
of Revelation. We muſt both ſhackle 
and hoodwink our Underſtandings, and 
ſtretch em on the Rack, to force em to 
deny firſt Principles, But when we a& 
by our Maxims we. breath a more 
open, and free Air: We can toſs our 
Aſſent from one ſide of the Contradiction 


to the other: And beleive to Day what 


we ſhall disbeleive to Morrow. Now 
this intellectual Freedome is of a finer 


Nature, than any Pleaſure of the Senſe ; 


tis an Appendix of Beatitude and a Pre- 
rogative of the Diety. Add this Euſebius, 
to what Theomachus has already pro- 
duc'd; and you will have little Reaſon 
to lay at our Door Folly and Raſhneſs. 

Euſeb., L cannot well determine The- 
omachus, whether your Speech deſerves 
an Anſwer, or Indignation. Such daring 
Impieties ſurpriſe me. The Pra*tice of 
Lewdneſs, and Senſuality is both ſhame- 
full, and ſcandalous. But to turn Advo- 
cate for Brutality: To canonize Debau- 


cheries; and Idolize Murders, Thefts 


and Adulterics, is to throw down-the 
Inclo- 
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Incloſures that ſeperate Men from Beaſts, 
to clap Reaſon in the Dungeon and 
Senſe on the Throne. | 

Had Bulls, Boars and Goats the Pow- 
er to harangue in our Days, as in thoſe 
of AÆAſop; they would have difplay'd 
their Rhetorick on the ſame Subject; but, 
I doubt, whether they would have ſcrew'd 
it up to your Pitch of Excellency. No, 
no; they would not have had Wit e- 
nough to-crow'd ſo many Follies, Blaſ- 
phemies and Impieties, in fo fmall a 
Compaſs; nor Impudence to flouriſh on 
Lewdneſs in the Preſence of Men. 

So long as we keep within the Bounds of 
Moderation and Law: Pleaſure may be 
tolerated, yet let unlawful Deſires, ap- 
pear never fo charming, they are certainly 
contemptible, becauſe unwarrantable, and 
he who buys a Satisfaction (tho? never ſo 
glittering) at the Expence of Duty, is ſure 
to over purchaſe : The outward Appear- 
ance of Things cannot be the true Standard 
of their Value. Tinfel glitters no leſs than 
Gold, and a falſe Guinea often ſhines 
more than a true one. We muſt waſh 
off the Fucus, before we can frame a right 
Judgment, or diſtinguiſh ſtarling from 
counterfeit Coyn. Pleaſures affect the Or- 
Zan well enough, but then they grate 


upon 
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upon Reaſon; they always give us a trou- 
bleſome Farewel, and make Room for 
Repentance. 1 am confident, Sir, that 
the Ghoſts of your paſt Delights have 
ſometimes diſorder'd you more, than 
the living Pleaſures diverted you, and 
you have wiſh'd undone in a Calm, what 
you did in a violent Tranſport of Paſ- 
ſion. 

A Man (as you ſay) who was ſure ne- 
ver to be pleas'd, would have no great 


Reaſon to be over-fond of his Beiſßg. 


For Pain and Suffering without any Re- 
lation to another World are very trou- 
bleſome Advantages; but then, who can 
be pleas'd with nothing but Riot and 
Luxury, deſerves no Exiſtence: He is 
a Shame to Nature, and a perfect Scandal 
to his Kind. | 

You would fain draw a Proof for the 
Excellence of Pleaſure from the Multi- 
tude of its Abettors. But you do not con- 
ſider, that you have choſen an untoward 
Medium ; For Judgments are not to be 
fram'd by Practice, but Reaſon. - The 
Generality, you know, ſtick in the Sur- 
face of Things, and are ten Times more 
bigotted with Appearance than Reality. 
Ask the high flown Debauchees, and 


they will confeſs their Judgments ey 
wit 
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with their Conduct; they even condemn 
Wickedneſs, whilſt they purſue it. 
But Pleaſure never gluts, never ſurfits. 
' Why then are you always on the Change? 
Why do you feaſt your Paſſions with new 
Ragouſts, but to whet your Appetite with 
Variety ? And to entertain it with Freſh 
Appearances ? 
; To ſay we are as eager in the Pur- 
ſuit of Pleaſure as our Forefathers were, 
proves only we carry about us the fame 
Corruption that our Nature bends to ill, 
as theirs did: And that we are all Chil- 
dren of the ſame rebellious Parent. Their 
judgments varied from their Practice, 
and ſo do ours. They ſought out Vaults 
to ſhade their Impieties, and buried their 
Abominations in Darkneſs and Privacy: 
And this is a ſhroud Argument, that they 
did not eſteem much theſe Things they 
bluſht at. 

Believe it Sir, Iam able to bring more 
than Divines and Anchorets, who have 
laſh'd unlawful Pleaſures, and burleſqu'd 
em. I could produce ſome of your awn 
Tribe and Diſcipline, who deſerve Cre- 
dit, becauſe they ſpeak upon Experi- 
ence. I took a Turn the other Day to 
the King's-Bench to viſit a Friend. 1 found 
him in the Company of ſome other Gen- 

tlemen, 


e EO 
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tlemen, who had taken up their Lodg- 
ings in that melancholy Retirement. 
Diſcontent ſat on their Faces; every 
Poſture mark'd Impatience, and every 
Word both Repentance and Diſpair: 
They had out-liv'd their Eſtates; and 
(what was worſe) all hopes of regain- 
ing em: I pitty'd their Misfortune; 
but when I underſtood they had Raf- 
fled 'em for Wine, and barter'd 'em for 
Miſſes ;, my Pitty turn'd almoſt into In- 
dignation : I thought with my ſelf they 
deſerv'd no Eſtate, who knew ſo ill to. 
manage one; but at leaſt, (ſaid I with 
a Smile) you have had Pleaſures for 
your Money; and you feel even now this 
Satisfaction, that once you were happy. 
Quite contrary, (ſaid they) our former 
Felicity preſſes harder upon us than 
our preſent Miſery : And then they 
run out into ſuch Invectives againſt cri- 
minal Pleaſure, and rated Debauchery, 
with ſuch a Pathos and Energy, that 1 
eaſily ſaw they ſpoke from the Heart, and 
declaim'd in earneſt. 
I believe thoſe Gentlemen who lie an- 
der the Surgeon's Hands; who are ty'd 
up to Faſting, and Mercury, and drivil 
out in a Stove the Relicks of your incom- 
parable Pleaſures, are much of the Coop'd 
| up 


erer 
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up Squire s Mind. For tho? the Vintners 
and Harlots have not invaded their 


purſs, nor Luxury like a Whirl-pool 


ſwallow'd their Lands, yet Diſeaſes have 
over-ſct Health, and almoſt ſunk their 


W podics into the Grave. But I have fol- 
Ws 1ow'd yon too far, tis Time to leave you; 


only I will add, that I cannot eſteem that 
Great, which makes me Lefs, and tum- 
bles me below my Level. Reaſon is a 
Prerogative, no Nauſance; and I am not 
diſpos'd to Mortgage it for a Aſs, or 
Claret, | f 
For all your boaſting, 1 fear Atheiſm 
cannot ſuppreſs thoſe odd Notions of 
Good and Evil; they alarum your Fears, 
awake your Conſcience; and ſprinkle 
your Delights with the unpalatable In- 
gredient of Pitch and Sulphur ; but if 
they do not; it only follows that your 
Underſtanding is drown'd in Senfuali- 
ty; that your Wit is ſunk into Fren- 
Zy; and fo that you are ſtark mad with 

your Mahometical Happineſs. | 
_ I confeſs Eudoxus, that the Pleaſure 
of the Mind has ſome Value; it ap- 
pears better ſhap'd than that of Senſe; 
it ſhines brighter; it's longer liv'd; 
and beſides has Nothing of Miſtinefs, or 
Brutality : But then I cannot conceive, 
I why 
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why this Satisfaction muſt be ſolely ln- 
groſs d by Atheiſts, and Latitudinarians: 
You ſay we muſt enſlave our Under- 
ſtanding when we embrace Chriſtianity, 
and regulate our Judgmerits by Divine 
Revelation : But, pray, is this ſuch an 
Outrage to Reaſon ? Does not God know 


Eudox. He does. *. . 

Euſeb. Does not his Revelation agree 
with his Knowledge? 

 Eudox. It does; for certainly he can- 
not tell a Lye. 

Euſeb. Now : God never Commands 
us to believe any Myſtery, unleſs it be 
evidently credible he has Reveal'd it; 
from whence it follows, that Chriſtians 
are ſo far from hood winking, or forcing 
Reaſon, that Men cannot act more 
rationally.; for thus they proceed. What- 
ever God Reveals is True But God has 
Reveal d the Myſtery- of the Trinity: There- 
fore it is True, The firſt Propoſition is 
evident: The ſecond is evidently cre- 
dible : For till the Revelation appear 
'evidently credible, no Ghriſtian lies un- 
der any Obligation of believing ;3 and 
when it comes up to ſuch an Evidence, 
no, Man can disbelieve it, without Im- 
prudence. Tis true: The Myſtery re- 

| mains 
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mains in Darkneſs, and Obſcurity ; tht? 
I believe that God is One, and Three; 
yet 1 am ignorant of the Manner; nor 


4 | | am I oblig'd to know it: God has left 


that as a Subject of Diſpute, to exer- 
ciſe our Wits; not our Faith. | 
Gentlemen, you ſee when Accounts 
are adjuſted, you are not ſo much be- 
fore hand with the World, as you 
imagined; but to favour you more than 


} 1 am obligd; let it be granted, that 


Pleaſures are ten times more valuable 
than you pretend; at leaſt they can- 
not out-laſt Time; they move towards 
their Period; and can accompany you 
no farther than the Grave; when once 
you are lain on that cold Bed, Plea- 
ſures take Wing, and diſappear; your 
Body is made over to the Worms; and 
(if there be a God) your Soul will be 
deliver'd into the Hands of unmerciful 
Devils. Sir, tell me, would you accept 


of the Empire of the Univerſe, toge- 


ther with all the beaſtial Paſtimes of 
Sardanapalus, or Heliogabalus, if you were 
ſure afterwards to be ſtretch'd on Racks, 
to live on Stench, and to be regal'd 
with Toads and Vipers for the Space of 


Twenty Vears? 


E 2 Theo. 
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Theo. No ſurely. 

Eufeb. Yet every Atheiſt, or Latitu- 
dinarian, cannot hope for Crowns or 
Scepters; they cannot gratify their 
Senſuality with ſo high-ſeaſon'd Lewd- 
neſs, as thoſe two wretched Princes ; 
netwithſtanding (if there be a God ) 
they mult buy their minute Satisfaction, 
neither with Tortures, nor Toads, nor 
the Torments of Twenty Years; but 
of Eternity : If therefore you will not 
purchaſe a temporal Enjoyment with a 
temporal Puniſhment ; why will you 
buy a temporal, and fleeting Satisfacti- 
on, with a Puniſhment that is Eter- 
nal? 

Theo. Pain is a very lively Percepti- 
on; it flaſhes upon the Organ with a 
vaſt impetuoſity ; and puts our whole 
Machine in Diſorder ; *tis ſtronger than 
Pleaſure, and keeps it at a Diſtance, 
when we have it not; and turns it a- 
way when we have it: Hence I would 
not take Twenty Years of Satisfaction, 
with a fare Reverſion of Twenty Years 
of Pain; for this will certzinly more 
_ affli& Nature, than that can pleaſe it: 
But the Pains ef Hell, and Pleaſures of 
Heaven, are wholy uncertain ; and theſe 


of Atheiſts aſſur d; ſo that tho? thoſe 
; Pains 
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Pains compar'd preciſely with the Plea- 
ſures, are infinitely greater 3 yet if you 
conſider thoſe in a State of Uncertain- 
ty; and theſe in a State of Certainty; 
we muſt give theſe the Precedence; and 
this is comformable to that capital 
Maxim; Keep what is Certain; and leave 
what is Uncertain. Give me leave to 
frame this ſhort Syllogiſm : *Tis impru- 
dence to part with what i Certain, for 
what is Uncertain ; but the Pleaſures of 
Heaven, and Pains of Hell are Uncertain ; 
and thoſe of this World are Certain; 
therefore "tis imprudence to quit the Plea- 
ſures of this Life out of Fear of falling 
into Hell, or out of Hope of flying into 
Heaven. "A ++ 

Euſeb. The Force of your Diſcourſe 
is wound up in your Maxim, and the 
Syllogiſm is but a meer Deduction 3 ſo 
that if your Foundation, be weak, the 
Superſtructure falls to the Ground: 
Now, Sir, I muſt tel} you; your grand 
Principle is not Univerſally true; and 
by Conſeguenee unfit for the Poſt you 
have put it in; unleſs it be reftrain'd, 
and us'd with Diſcretion, it proves no- 


thing but. Sophiſtry. 


F 3 For, 
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For, does not the Husbandman culti- 
vate and manure his Ground at the 
certain Expence of both his Eaſe and 
Money? Yet his Gain is as uncertain 
as the Winds and Seaſons. Another 
takes up at the Temple; he ſinks his 
Purſe, and heats his Brain with plod- 
ding over Cook and Littleton; he pores 
Night and Day upon the Code, and con- 
founds himſelf with the D:/tirutions and 
Pandetts, and hopes to beat a Fortune 
out of his Labour and Expences; yet 
tho" he certainly lays out his Money, 
and facrifices his Repoſe 3 he is not cer- 
tain to reach his Pretenſions; his Ex- 
pectation may be baulk'd 3 and after 
Twenty Years, he may be no farther ad- 
vanc'd in the World, than he was the firſt 
Day he ſet out. 

Our Merchants put to Sea with a 
good Cargo; they purſue Profit into the 
Indies; the Danger of their Perſons is 
certain; they expoſe their Commodi- 
ties to all the Caſualities of Wind and 
Weather, that lay before very ſafe in 
Magazines; the Gain is ill aſſur'd: Do 
not then theſe Men confute your Max- 
ims by Practice? And who ever in- 
dited 'em of Imprudence? Or tax'd 
em of Folly ? | 1 


9 


1 Re & 0 ww © = 5 US v& GY 


| A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 103 

Infine Sir, the whole Commerce of 
Life rouls upon this Principle; that of- 
tentimes 'tis the Part of a Pradent Man 
to quit what is certain, for- what is 
uncertain ; and were it otherwiſe, there 
would be ſo little Buſineſs in the World, 
that Mankind might fit croſs .arm'dyor-. 


fall together by the Ears to avoid Idle- 


neſs : Mens underſtandings would grow 
downward, their Courages would ſhrink 
up; Induſtry would turn off in Lether- 
gy; and the whole World would fall 
back into its primitive Ignorance. 

Theo. I know the Principle comprehends 
a Latitude and is not true without Re- 
ſtriction. 

Euſeb. A little Patience if you pleaſe; 
when I have convicted it of Error, you 
ſhall have Time to argue, why Sentence 
ſhould not paſs upon it. When the Good 
we hope is equal or inconſiderably grea- 
ter, than what we hazard; it would be 
a Piece of the higheſt Bxtravagance, to 
expoſe what we poſſeſs in Peace and 
Quiet, for that which is only equal or 
inconſiderably greater; and withal very 
uncertain : If by the Loſs of the certain 
we chance to procure the uncertain, We 
are but juſt where we were; but if we 


$i] in our Purſuit, we ſhall not only fall 
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ſhort of what we hop'd for, but even 
of what we poſſeſſed : In this Caſe your 
Axiom may be allow'd of; but then it 
fupports not-your Cauſe; For there is 
no Proportion between the moſt luſſious 
Pleaſures of Life, which you ſuppoſe cer- 
tain; and thoſe of Heaven you ſuppofe 
uncertain; for thoſe are built on the tot- 
tering Foundation of Time ; and in 2 
of Care, within the Space of ſome 
Years, much touch their fatal Period, 
and flaſh into Nothing; whereas theſe 
are infinitely better qualified, they ſtand 
on a ftable Bottom; they never wither, 
never dic: So that tho* we conſider the 
Joys of Heaven in a State of Uncer- 
tainty; And thoſe of Time in a State of 
Certainty ; thoſe muſt prevail ; becauſe 
the exorbitant Greatneſs of the Divine 
Joys of Heaven accompanied with an 
eternal «Duration, are more advantage- 
ous than all the trifling Satisfactions of 
Seuſe, tho* ſtampt with the charming 
Attfactives of Certainty and Poſſeſſion. 
For would any Man (who had one 
Grain of Prudence) accuſe me of Folly 
or Raſhneſs; if I ſhould venture a Penny 
upon a well-grounded Preſumption - of 
gaining a Million ? Would not you and 
all the Merchants in the Nation, ſhare 
In 
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in the Venture? Yet in this Caſe we 
| ſhould quit the Certain for the Uncer- 
tain. Now, F there be a God, if the Chre- 
ſftian Religion be the only Saving Communion 
in the World; and you live up to the 
Precepts of Reaſon and the Goſpel; after 
this Life: will enter upon the Poſ-- 
ſeſſion, of a Bliſs that ſurpafſes all tlie- 
brutiſh and fond Enjoyments of Senſe, 
more than a Million exceeds: a Penny; 
for between theſe two sums there is ſome 
Proportion, but all the Geometricians in 
Europe can never find a Medium Propor- 
tionale, between. what: is Temporal. and 
Eternal. | Eier 
Indeed, if you ſhould ſquare your Con- 
duct by the ſevere Rules of Chriſtian 
Morality, and afterwards find no God 
to recompenee your Vertue; or that you 
might have purchas'd an equal Glory, 
following the more condeſcending Pre- 
cepts of other Religions; you would: be 
at ſome Loſs : 1. e. You would have de- 
barr'd your ſelf of ſome lewd Senſations 
to little Purpoſe; bat this Diſappoint- 
ment cannot be put in the Scale, againſt 
thoſe vaſt Treaſũres you might pretend 
to, if there were a God; and if only 
one Religion were Saving: If therefore, 
he Who ſhould W to hazard-a- Fenty 
5 on 
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on a moſt prudent Expectation of gain - 
ing a Million, would in the Opinion 
of all Mankind, commit a Folly almoſt 
too extravagant for Bedlam it ſelf ? Why 
mall we fear to brand . Atheiſts and La- 
titudinarians with Frenzy aud Madneſs, 
who prefer a pantry Content before a 
Pleaſure that is:Eternal. Your grand Prin- 
ciple leave not the the Certain for the Uncer- 
tain, cannot relieve you, becauſe it has 
no Place in the preſent Diſpute ; for there 
is no Proportion between the Happineſs 
of the other World, which you ſuppoſe 
Uncertain, and the Pleaſure of this, you 
ſuppoſe Certain; for no Arithmetick is 
able to multiply Moments into Eterni- 
ty. Now I anfwer your Syllogiſm. 

"Tis imprudence to part with what is cer- 
tain, for what is uncertain; but the ple a- 
ſures of Heaven are uncertain, ami thoſe 
.f Life are certain; therefore tis impru- 
dence v0 quit the pleaſures of this Life 
for thoſe of Heaven. | 

I diſtiaguiſh the (firſt Propoktton 3 
"Tis imprudent to part with what is cer- 
tain, for what is uncertain : If what ts 
uncertain be conſiderably greater than what 
3s certain; I deny it: M. it be only equal, 
or inconfiderably owe z I grant it: 1 

e 


tranſmit the ſecond Propoſition; and 
deay 


E TT OTA — —— A 
. — 1 
2 n r 5 8 "Y 
2 e 


ö 
b 
5 
| 
1 
J 


Gentleman inſtrutted, &c. 107 
deny the Conſequence: Pray take Notice 
1 do not grant the ſecond Prapoſition; 
for the firſt Part is only true in our 
preſent Suppoſition; and the ſecond is 
abſolutely falſe; for thoſe Pleaſures you 
ſo much talk of, are as uncertain as: 
any Thing can be; ſo that tho* your 
famous Axiom were neyer ſo true, *tis- 
impertinent to the prefent Diſpute 5. 
ſeeing your Gaia is as doubtful as your 
Loſs. 

Theo. What, will you maintain our 
Pleaſures are uncertain ? If you can 
make that out; I confeſs Affairs are in 
a worſe Poſture than I fancy'd. 

Euſeb. I will maintain it; and de- 
monſtrate it too. Your pleaſures, Sir, 
conſiſts in the Satisfaction of Senſe: 
Now all ſuch Satisfaction is very expen- 
ſive : Burgundy, and Champaigne Wines 
grow not at London; they muſt paſs the 
Seas; and before they are fit for an 
Atheiſts Palate, the Price runs high: 
you muſt give the Viatner leave to rate 
'em at Pleaſure; and thank him for his 
Favour, if he gives you a Bottle for an 
Angel. Ragouts are as coſtly: Cook 
will not toil for 'em, unleſs they be 
well paid; they value their Sweat as 
high as the Vintner does his Champaigne; 

| and 
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and you can rely no more on the Cons 
ſcience of the one, than of the other; 
for neither is: ſtrait-lac'd, and yon muſt 
Rand to their Mercy : If you caſt up 
your Accounts, you will find the Ta- 
verns and; Treating-Honſes have eas'd 
you of a round Income. Aſſes are farm'd 
at a higher Rate; like the Monſter Be- 
demet, they drink whole Rivers; they 
fwallow Mines, and . devour Zordſhips : 
You may Rig out a Firſt-Rate Ship, at 
ieſs Expence than a Lady of Pleaſure: 
She muſt appear at Hide-Park with a 
glittering Equipage; and ſhroud the 
Scandal of her Life under a VeiF of Em- 
broidery: And what is worſe, ſhe pre- 
ſently falls to decay, and than the Bills 
of Reparation ſwell higher than thoſe 
of the very Building: Now if you let 
ker lie out of Repair, you either tempt 
Her Fidelity, or her ill Nature; and then 
your Heaven may chance to fink into 
Hell: For if you refolve with Eagerneſs 
a Relief; yon ſend her a Blank, and 
encourage her Ladyſbip to draw up 
Conditions at pleaſure ;: and to riſe up- 
@n you. at the Diſcretion ef Avarice: 
You fee theſe Pleaſures are expenſive, 
and require à good Fund: Now, Str, 
are all Atheiſts: mare of good Eſtates ? 
| Haxe 
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Have they found out the Philoſophers 
Stone? Or have. they Z4:dasrs Faculty, 
of turning whatever they touch into 
Gold? I cannot think that Mannours 
follow Religion; or that a beggarly 
Ehriſtian can ſtart upa Money'd Atheiſt : 
Pleaſures therefore are not over ſure to 
every Atheiſtic] Praſelyte; unleſs you 
only admit Lords and Gentlemen into 
your Communion ; and*ſo compoſe your 
Church, as the Venetians do their Grand 
Senate of Nobles: But even in this caſe, 
your happy Life wants good Security :: 
Eſtates like Eeles often give us the Slip; 
and I have known ſome who began the 
World with Three Thouſand Pound per 
Annum, end in an Hoſpital : Some for- 
feit their Fund for Loyalty; others for 
Rebellion: Some Drink it away; others: 
Dice it: Some wear it out by hnsband- 
ing it too well, and others by managing 
too ill: The very Foundation therefore 
of your Pleaſures being ſo precarious, and 
uncertain, the Pleaſures themſelves can't 
be aſſur'd. 

Secondly, Without Health the moſt 
exquiſite Pleaſures are dull and inſipid; 
they rather'mportune, than pleaſe ; and 
put our Patience to the Tryal, rather 
than divert our Senſes: The Harmony 
| 0 
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of a Lute, tho' tonch'd by an Orpheur, 
will grate the Ear, if the Head be ont _ 
of Tune ; and a diſcompos'd Stomach 
receives the moſt delicious Ragouts with 
Reluctancy, and Convulſions : A Fit of 
the Cholick makes a Crown uneaſy, and 
turns all the Charms of Empire into 
Diſſatisfaction. Now- our Body is a 
Compound of Contraries, each Part claſh- 
es with its Fellow, and like the Madia- 
nites, draws upon its next Companion; 
Heat plays upon Cold; Dryneſs upon 
Humidity: Whilſt Victory is at a ſtand, 
our Pulſe beats even; but when it leans 
to one Side, *tis Time to call for a 
Doctor: Beſides theſe Hoſtilities are 
acted out of Light, or like Miners skir- 
miſh under Ground; and ſo we cannot 
ſend Relief to ballance the Advantage 
which one may gain over the other: 
In fine, Sir, Health conſiſts in an equal 
Temper of capricious Humours; In a 
good Intelligence of a «thouſand Veins, 
and Arteries; and what can be more 
uncertain? I never meditate on the Frame 
and Machiniſm of Bodies; but I am 
rapt into Extaſies of Admiration ; and 
wonder more we are one Day in Health, 
than that, we ſhould continually groan 
under the Pangs of the moſt ROE on 
, a ſes: 
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ſeaſes: And if all Men's Health is un- 
certain, the Atheiſt's is much more; for 
their exceſſive lrregularities both haſten 
Infirmities, and inflame them ; Debau- 
chery revenges its own Exceſſes upon 
vur Bodies, and plunges them into a 
State of Langour and Weakneſs: Health 
muſt jade ; it cannot hold out, if we 
Live to faſt, and are continually up- 
on the Gallop : And thus you make 
what is uncertain, more uncertain; if 
you do not manage your Conſtitution, 
but proſtitute it; you throw it away 


before you have done Living; nay, 


when it is moſt uſeful to your Deſign ; 
and fo betray your Senfes, and con- 
ſpire againſt the intereſt of Eaſe and 
Pleaſure. | 

3dly, Life is the Foundation of all 
Happineſs; on this all our Hopes and 
Expectation of worldly Pleaſures are built: 
Yet this is a Thouſand ees more 
uncertain, than the Exiſtence f 4 God: 
We know no more, when we came into 
the World, than the child unborn; and 
know no more when we fhall leave it: 
Our Stay depends on a Hundred Cir- 
cumſtances; and our Removal on. as 
many Accidents, we are neither able 
to avoid, nor forſee: An Enemy may 
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Ponyard us into the other World; a 
Friend may Careſs us thither; Grief 
ſinks us into the Grave, and Joy over- 
ſets us: Nay, the Scratch of à Pin of- 
tentimes baffles the Vertue of Drugs, 
and the Art of the Surgeon: The Fu- 
ture is to come; the Paſt is flown a- 
way; and neither at our Diſpoſal ; ſo 
that we are only Maſters of the Pre- 
ſent: Now Money, Health, and Life 
it ſelf, being ſo uncertain, ſo precari- 
ous 3- how can you perſwade your ſelf, 
that Pleaſure your ſimmum bonum ts 
aſſur'd ? But if this be uncertain, A- 
theiſts, and Latitudinarians are mad to 
Extravagance ; for then they chuſe a 
Nack of brutifh, ſhort-liv'd, and uncer- 
tain Pleaſures, before thoſe cternal Joys- 
of the other World, that are cxceſſive- 
ly beyond Thought, and long beyond 
Imagination: Now if a Man would act 
fooliſhly, who ſhould chuſe a Crown 
that is uncertain, before 2 Million that 
is equally uncertain; with what Terms 
can I expreſs, your Frenzy; who rather 
lay hold or” a thin, paultry, uncertain 
Pleaſure, than a Happineſs that is un- 
certain indeed, but withall Eternal; e- 
ſpecially when you not only quit: all 
Right to this exorbitant Happineſs, but 
| "a 
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at the ſame Time run up to the very 
Brink of Damnation; for thoſe who 
rejet Heaven ip/o Facto accept of Hell. 
We have waded deep enough into this 
Matter. I will now draw up a ſhort 
schen of the whole Diſcourſe, and then 
leave it to your Conſideration. 

To ſhew the Unreaſonableneſs of A- 
theiſm and Latitudinarianiſm, I have 
condeſcended to more than you durſt 
ask, either in Juſtice, or Equity: viz, 
That the Exiſtence of a God is doubt» 
ful; as well as the Neceſſity of profeſſing 
the Chriſtian Religion for Salvation: 
Before you-can pretend to evidence, you 
muſt turn common Senſe topſy-turvy, 
and fly in the Face of Reaſon : I have 
ſtoopt ſo low as to grant theſe two Points 
doubtful, to diſplay the Weakneſs of 
your Pretenſions, and to demonſtrate, 
that Curteſte it ſelf is not able to juſtify 
your Conduct. 

I ground my Diſcourſe on this Prin- 
ciple ; when two Opinions both doubte - 
ful, both uncertain, do concur ; tis a 
Folly to chooſe that which will ruin me, 
if falſe ; and cannot turn to my Advan- 
tage tho” true: You have ſubſcrib'd ; and 
indeed all Nature has put its Hand to 
the Principle: Now, Gentlemen, if the 

Opini- 
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Opinions you embrace, prove falſe, you 
will be eternally caſt out of that happy 
Region of the Bleſſed, and eternally con- 
fin'd to the Pitch and Sulphur of the Re- 
probate: Is it poſlible for a wretched 
Creature to looſe more on the of Side, 
or to ſuffer more on the other ? Can any 
Man be more unhappy than to be ba- 
niſh'd from his Soveraign Happineſs ? 
or more. miſerable than to be ingulpht 
into a State of Eternal Sufferings ? ls not 
he undone, who has turn'd Bankrupt not 
only of his Fortune, but even of his Hope? 
and has nothing left but Torments, Rage, 
and Deſpair ? If your Opinions chance to 
be true, what Advantage can you reap 
but petty Satisfactions of Senſe ? Which 
rather ſurfeit than ſatisfie; and ſtupify 
more than they delight ? They look big 
only at a Diſtance, and nothing when they 
draw near; they are indeed Giants 1n our 
Fancy, and Pigmies in themſelves : Yet 
you chooſe theſe contemptible Pleaſures, 
that avail you little while you live, and 
nothing when you come to die; you leave 
thoſe which laſt eternally : Now has not 
ſach a Choice all Characters of Folly. 
bra Gentlemen fet ſome Moments 
aſide for Reflection: The Buſineſs is of 
Weight, and deſerves ſober * 
Ka . 
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Had you two Souls, you might ſend one 
into the next World to diſcover, how 
Things go in that unknown Region; and 
if that ſhould periſh in the Enter- 
priſe, you would have at leaſt another 
in Reſerve : But alas, you have but one; 
and if that miſcarry, you are loſt for ever: 


The firſt Moment that lays open your 


Misfortune, diſcovers the Impoſlibility of 
retrieving It. WIE | 

Theom. Come Euſebius, we have almoſt 
drain'd the Subject; let us change our 
Theam. You have arraign'd my Choice; 
and in your Fancy convictei it of Folly 
and Extravagance: I impeach you of the 
ſame Miſdemeanours : Pray let us ſee if 
you can plead your own Cauſe with as 


much Art, as you have againſt mine. 
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DIALOGUE V. 


Tho there be no God, and tho? the Chri- 
ſtian Religion be not the only ſaving 
Religion, tis Prudence to believe there 
is a God, and that the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion is the only ſaving Religion in 
the World; and to live up to. the 
Tenets of both. 


. * 


Euſeb.. 8 U have afſign'd me am eaſy 

5221 Province: The very open- 
ing of our Cauſe is ſufficient te gain it. 
That we may not beat the Air, and ſnhoot 
at Rovers; let us look back upon the 
old Principle, When two uncertain Propoſi- 
tions lie before me; I am oblig d by all the 
Laws of Prudence to chooſe that, which will 
turn to my Advantage if true, and cannot 
prejudice me, if it be falſe; J have eſta- 
bliſh'd this Maxim above, and I ſee not 
how you can offer againſt it any Thing of 
Moment. | 

Theom. Go on. 

Euſeb. If our Opinions are true; When 


once we ſhake off theſe Clouds of Clay, 
| g theſe 
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theſe Miſts of Duſt and Aſhes, which 
interpoſe between us and Eternity ; we 
ſhall be in a moſt comfortable Condition; 
for the very Moment that deprives us of 
Life, will repair all the Decays of Na- 
ture, all the Ruins of Time; we ſhall 
enter upon a State of Bliſs, with 2 Spring 
that ever flouriſhes, ever blooms ; upon 
a State iuacceſſible to Infirmities, un- 
known to Miſeries, above the ſtroke of 
Fortune, and out of the juriſdiction of 
Death: Now to paſs on a ſudden. from 
Fear to Aſſurance, from Sickneſs to 
Health, from Poverty to Plenty, and 
from Death to Life; muſt be a. very 
entertaining Change: But what is this, 
to that Ocean of Bliſs, that flows from 
the Face of God? One Ray ſtruck Moy- 
ſes almoſt blind; his Mortality ſunk un- 
der ſo glorious an Appearance, and 
Nature was too weak to bear the ſplen- 
dour of the Object, or to continue the 
Correſpondence. The Fondneſs of Ima- 
gination always magnifies Temporal 
Pleaſures z Fancy over-flouriſhes the Ob- 
ject, and paints beyond the Life ; they 
are more gaudy in our Brain, than in 
themſelves, and the Expectation of 'em 
out-weighs Poſſeſſion : But the Pleaſures 
of the other World, are above —_— 

on, 
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ſion, and Imagination too; nor can we 
take their Dimenſions by what they 
are, but by what they are not: Al 
that I can ſay, is, they put an End to 
Fear, a Term to Hope, and a Stop to 
Deſire; and certainly that- Creature has 
touch'd upon the true Point of Happi- 
neſs, that neither wiſhes to be Greater, 
nor fears to be Leſs. | 

Theo, Well, well, Sir, you will indeed 
be very well provided, if there be a 
God ; but ſuppoſe there be none; you 
will confeſs then that you have under- 
rated all the Pleaſures of this Life, and 
ſold 'em for a Dream. 

Euſeb. Sold em for a Dream ſay you? 
You lie under a great Miſtake; tho” 
there are no ſuch Things, as God, or 
Heaven, I fell *em to Advantage, and 
make the moſt of em: The bare Pro- 
bability of a happy Eternity, has more 
Worth, than a certain Poſſeſſion of all 
the Advantages of Life: Theſe Toys 
end in Vanity, and Vexation of Spi- 
rit; we miſpend our Thoughts, we ren- 
der our ſelves cheap, and deſpicable, 
by throwing away our Inclinations up- 
og theſe Amuſements : But I told you: 
before, that. thoſe Pleaſures you talk 
of, are as uncertain as the Joys of Hea- 
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ven; and in this Caſe, I only truck one 
Uncertainty for another: But then what 
I give, is only Temporal, and what I 


take, Eternal: Now if there be a God, 


my Fortune is made for ever; if there 
be no God, I receive ' ſmall Diſadvan- 
tage; I only diſcard my ſelf of thoſe 
Things that are noxious to my Body, 
and ſcandalous to my Nature : At leaſt 
live like a Man; though in the End 
1 dye like a Brute, and fall into No- 
thing : But do you think Chriſtians and 
Atheiſts muſt forſwear all Pleaſure ? 
That they muſt torture their Senſes ? 


And only know they Live by Mortifica- 


tion and Torture. | 
Theom. They muſt check Paſſion, areſt 
Appetite, and curb the very Tendency 
of Nature to Pleaſure ; they muſt con- 
tinually ſtand upon their Guard, and 
ſcour about for — of a Surpriſe: Now 
theſe Employments are laborious, and 
mortifying; a Man that is thus upon 
the Hoof, can ſcarce find Leaſure for 
Diverſion: In ſhort, who lives up to the 
Principles of your Belief, muſt divorce 
from Mirth, disband from Company, and 


like Toads feed on the poyſon of Spleen 
and Melancholy. | 


Euſeb; 
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Euſeb. We muſt indeed have a watch< 
ful Eye over our Paſſions, and keep 
em within the Bounds of Reaſon ; we 
muſt not ſtep over the Limits of De- 
cency, nor exceed the Preſcript of Mo- 
deration ; yet we have a large Field ts | 
play in: Thoſe Reſtraints are laid upon 
us; becauſe an univerſal Liberty would 
undo us; and indeed 1 find few Acti- 
ons prohibited beſides thoſe, that ei- 
ther debauch Health, croſs upon Rea- 
ſon, or undermine Society: Now, who 
cannot be pleas'd, unleſs he prepares 
Work for the Doctor, unleſs he revels 
away his Wits, or unhinges the whole 
Frame of Commerce, and Converſati- 
on, deſerves like Lyons or Bears to be 
hunted out of Society. * _ 1 2 
A Chriſtian may pretend to ſome En- 
joyment in this World, without for- 
feiting his Claim to the Delights of the 
other; if Providence has furniſh'd him 
with an Eſtate, he may both keep it, 
and uſe it too; nay he may take thoſe 
Meafures whichPrudence, and Juſtice ſhall 
fuggeſt, to improve it; he may aſpire | 
handſomly to an honourable Poſt, and 
clap on his Coach a Coroner, if he can 
procure a Patent; he may eat whole- 
ſome Food, and Drink good Wine; — 
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he does not clog his Stomach, nor of- 
fend his Brain : Indeed he muſt beware 
of Exceſs, and this,, methinks, is no 
great Encroachment on his Freedom, 
no great Confinement to his Diverſion ; 
for certainly a Surfeit is not very en- 
tertaining ; and a fit of Drunkenneſs is 
no charming Trance 'to any. but to 
the Spectators: If a Chriſtian racks his 
Brain, ſhrinks his Purſe, or weakens his 
Body with amorous Intreagues, he paſ- 
ſes his Commiſſion : But then he has 
the Freedom to marry; and what will 
be the Difference between him, and an 
Atheiſt ; but that this dotes on a Mi- 
ſtreſs, and the other places his Af- 
fections on a Wife; that the one ſatis- 
fies Senſe at the expence of Duty; and 
the other joyns Duty with Pleaſure : So 
that upon the whole, unleſs Sin be the 
only charming, Circumſtance, and that 
nothing can gratifie Senſe, unleſs it in- 
vades our Innocence, your Advantage 
over us is inconfiderable : But then, we 
have other Advantages that ballance this; 
our Pleaſures are clean, untainted, and 
(what is more valuable) innocent; we 
enjoy 'em without Scruple, without Re- 
morſs, becauſe without Offence ; they 
are neither mixt ig Fear, nor Shame; 
23 nor 
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not are they follow'd by Repentance; 
they bare the Teſt of Conſcience, and 
dare ſtand a Tryal at God's Tribunal. 
Theo. If this be all, we ſtand on equal 
Ground : My Conſcience enjoys a con- 
:tinual Calm; it ſleeps as ſoundly as if it 
had taken an Opiate, and always comes 
To the Lure of my Defires 
Euſeb. You are ſlipt into a Fit of ban- 
tering ſure ; a quiet Conſcience to an 
Atheiſt is very extraordinary: No, no; 
Sir, in Spite of Debauchery and Iafide- 
"ity too, it will ſtruggle, it will turg 
upon you, when it finds you alone, a 
Ay in your Face: A Doſe of Claret may 
ay it a ſleep, the Noiſe of Company, 
and the Tuniults of Paſſion may drown 
its Voice, or put a ſtop to its Clamours ; 
but when the Fumes are ſettled; When 
the Company withdraws and - Paſſion 8 
runs in its own Channel; it reads you | 
unpleaſant Lectures of Shame and Hor- 
ſpect of Hell, it 


- 


four ; it opens a full Pro I 
<alivens Fear, it calls upon Deſpair, and | 
conjures up a Battallion of Eien: Is to 
haunt you. Tell me Theomuachut, when the 
Candels are cextinguiſh'd, and Aoey Ns 

your Eyes; when the Fire of, Wine 

has boyl'd up your Blood into a ſmall 

Fever; are you not plagu'd with Doubts, 
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and hagg'd with Apprehenfions ? Does 
not, whe if there be a God, ring a diſmal 
Knell in your Ears? And toſs the Di- 
ſeaſe from your Head to your Heart? 
Would you not purchaſe an Aſſurance, 
that there is no God; no Reckoning with 
a Lordſhip ? P91 n 

Theo. Such Thoughts ſometimes hover 
about me; but they ſpring from Cuſtom 
and Education. I was brought up a Chri- 
ſtian and imbued with all the Principles 
of that Perſwaſion; I ſuck'd in from the 
Cradle thoſe frightful Notions of Judg= 
ment and Hell; and Time has not been 
able to wear out thoſe diſmal Ideas: 
The firſt Tincture ſticks cloſe, and the 
Errors of Youth are ſeldom forgotten: 
But others who have had the goed For- 
tune to meet with a more free Educa- 
tion, laugh at the Apparitions of thoſe 
childiſh Bug-Bears, firſt created'by Nur». 
les, and then kept up by Fancy. + 

Enſeb. Theſe' dreadful Spectres neither 
owe their Being to Education, Nurſes 
nor Fancy; they are very real Things: 
Nature has ſtamp'd the Belief ef em in 
our Soul, nor is Atheiſm able to deface 
them: Theſe” Sparks who have not lain 
under their 1 
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the Barbarous Braſilians in the Wilder- 
neſs of America; or wild Aſſes on the 
Mountains, without Reſtraint, without 
Inſtruction ; may hector Conſcience, but 
cannot gag it: In ſpite of Debauchery 
it will ſometimes upbraid, it will throw 
Crimes before their Faces, and muſter 
up all the'Forces of Guilt and Puniſh- 
ment to torment 'em. 

Tell an Atheiſt, you have a Demon- 
ſtration againſt the Being of a God; the 
bare Propoſal quickens him; it pours into 
him a new Supply of Vigour and Acti- 
vity ; it ſweetens his Nature and throws 
off the miſty Vapours of Spleen, and 
Melancholy : Pray why ſuch Joy at the 
very Apprehenſion of no God? Is it fo 
welcome News to hear that he muſt drop | 
into Nothing? And take Leave of Exi- 
ſtence when he bids adieu to Life? No 
certainly: But Atheiſts know, if there be 
a God, they muſt once appear at his 
Tribunal, and they have no Inclination 
to put the Iſſue of their Cauſe upon the 
Juſtice of his Sentence: Now, why ſhould 
They fear to be condemn'd, unleſs they 
know they have done ill? And how cas 

they dread Puniſhment without trem- | 
bling at the Crime? Who live up to the 


PPrecepts of Chriſtianity fear no ung ; 
Jl 1 
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Evil, becauſe they act none here; they 
apprehend no Puniſhment, becauſe they 
deſerve none. Such a Security is above 

price; it exceeds the ſparkling Diadems 
of the Cæſars and all the brutiſh Plea- 
ſures of the Atheiſts; Tis above the 
Value of Gold or Diamonds, and can 
only be purchas'd by Vertu. 
Beſides, tho? we caſt the other World 
out of the Queſtion : Chaſtity, Modeſty, 
and Temperance- are honorable Qualifi- 
cations ; they draw Eſteem, Reſpect and 
Veneration from the moſt vicious ; for 
all eſteem Virtue, tho* they will not go 
to the Charge of the Purchaſe : Now, tho” 
we ſhould come ſhort of Heaven, tis ſome. 
Satisfaction to think that at leaſt we may 
leave a worthy Memory to after-Ages ; 
that our Virtue may ſtand upon Record 
to the laſt Moment of Time; and that 
our Names will not ſleep by us in the 
Grave. Epicurus felt not the Fits of Stone, 
or Gout, when he meditated on the Ap- 
plauſe, Poſterity would give his Writings: 
This imaginary Pleaſure drown'd his reat 
Pains, and made him enjoy a Paradiſe in 
Torments: The Violence of the Tranſ- 
port, either mortifi'd his Senſe, or inſpi- 
ritedh is Mind. Diogenes prefer d Glory 
before ſcandalous Delights; and the very 
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Appearance of Vertue before Liberti- 
niſm + He thought it worth his while 
to tie himſelf up to hard Uſage, to ſi- 
lence. the Clamours of Paſſions, and to 
leave behind him glorious Inſtances of 
Temperance, and Moderation ; that he 
might make a Figure in Annals, and 


raiſe the Fame of his Tub higher than 


the Trophyes of Miltiedes : And indeed, 
there is a vaſt Difference between the 
Delights of, Senſe, and thoſe of the 
Mind; thoſe depend on various Circum- i 
ſtances, and muſt touch the Organ to 
plcaſe it: Perfumes in Arabia cannot i 
affect my Noſe ; nor a Ragout in . 

pan regale my Palate : But the Plea- 
ſures of the Mind move in a larger 
Compaſs ; they act at Diſtance ; and are 

neither confin'd to Place, nor Situation: | 
By a certain Spell of natural Magick, 
it: raiſes up paſt Pleaſures ;. and feaſts it 
ſelf with Futurities : I can pleaſe my 
ſelf with a Thing that is paſt, and | 
frame entertaining Thoughts of what 
is to come: And this priviledge good | 
Men poſſeſs; they perceive a preſent | 
Satisfaction, that they have ſecur'd their 


Memory from Obloquy and Detraction; 


and that when they expire, their Acti- 


ons will ſtand up in Defence of their 
Integrity: 
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Integrity: If we throw theſe two Ad- 
vantages in the Ballance, our Condition 
will not be worſe than yours; we ſhall 
at leaſt go off the Stage like wiſe 
Men ; and you will jump into Nothing 
like Fools. But tho? we grant Atheiſts 
and Latitudinarians lead more pleaſant 
Lives than Chriſtians ; this cannot pre- 
judice our Conduct: For ſtill tis true, 
that all is little, ſuperficial, and incon- 
ſiderable, that muſt end. Wherefore. 
to conclude; if it be true that when two 
uncertain Propoſitions lie before me, I am 
oblig'd by all the Laws of Prudence to chufe 
that which wil turn to my Advantage if 
True, and cannot prejudice me if it chance” 
to be Falſe ;, you muſt confeſs, that tho? 
we are miſtaken in our Succeſs, we are 
not in our Choice; and that we are 
rather unfortunate, than imprudent. 
Theo. Well; ſuppoſe all this true: IF 
am not one ſtep nearer my Converſion 
than before. 4 
Euſeb. That is very ſtrange. I have 
drawn out a Map of your Miſtakes ; I 
have ballanc'd your Hopes, with your: 
Fears, your Hazard with your Gain; I 
have made it clear to Evidence, that your 
Conduct paſſes Madneſs and: Extrava- 
gance ; Is not this ſufficient to perſwade 
gk you 
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you to alter it? Has Folly fo violent 
AttraQtives ? Or Frenzy ſuch unconque- 
rable Charms? Is it better to burn eter- 
nally for a Miſtake, than to go to the 
Charge of correcting it?? 

Theo. Believe me, Euſebius, I am not 
dotingly fond of Errors that coſt ſo dear: 
I would willingly caſt *em off, were it in 
my Power; but you know, that to ſerve 
God with a Doubt of his Being, is no leſs 
criminal, than to deny him : Now I can» 
not ſtretch my Faith to Firmneſs or Cer- 

titude.; I muſt waver on Doubts, and 
float on Suſpicions ; for my Underſtand- 
ing is not at command; it lies not un- 
der the Diſcipline of the Will; Evidence 
alone has the Power to bend it: I con- 
feſs 1 want Evidence, and if you'll help | 
me to a handſome Doſe, I'll return the 
Favour with Gratitude. a 

Euſeb. Were you not educated in Chri- 
Mianity? — 

Theo. I was. | | i! ol 

Euſeb. Did you not then helieve the 
Exiſtence of a God, and all the high My- 
ſteries of Chriſtianity without Doubts 
or Fears. | e 

Theo. I did. . 1 

Euſeb. When you grew in Years, did 
you never make an Enquiry into Religi- 

2 —_ * on 
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on? Did you not take the Pains to in- 
form your ſelf why you believed; as well 
as what you believed ? Did you take all 
upon Truſt ? And owe your Faith to the | 
Font alone, or to the Climate? 

Theo. I paſs d a great Part of my Liſe 
in Retirement; and made Reading = both 
my Employment and Pleaſure; but eſpe- 
cially 1 leveFd my Study at thoſe things 
that were rather — than divert - 
ing; and contributed more to my fu- 
ture Happineſs, than my preſent Satis- 
faction. Among theſe (I thought then) 
that Religion took the firſt Place z and 
in this View, I fell upon Polemicks with. 
Eagerneſs; and continued ſome time 
with a never- interrupted Application: 
My Progreſs anſwered my Expectation ;; 
I fancied I could defend my Religion 
againſt all Opponents, . and convince any 
Man, if it were not evidently true, that 
'twas at leaſt evidently credible :: To be 
plain; I never doubted of any Article, 
and always ſuſpected his Wee or 
Morals that did. 11 
Euſeb. Perchance thoſe Motives have 
given your Memory the Slip, perchance 
Time and little Reflection has ſullied 
their Luſtre, and impair'd the Force 
of their Activity. 
G 5 Theo. 
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- Theo. No. I have them all before me: 
Bue; methinks, they have an other Face; 
they . their former Briskneſt and 
Vigoar ; they ſtrike but faintly on the 
Brain; l . they move the Un- 
derſtanding, they cannot ſettle it: 
Their Bvidence is ſunk fo low, that it 
frames molds up to Probability. 
"Upon Examen and ſecond” 
Tingle; have you diſcover? Sophiſtry? 

Have they fail'd under Examen, or ſhrunk 
under a due Tryal of Logick? 

Theo. Indeed 1 never put them on the 
Rack ; nor brought them to the Teſt 
of: Reaſon : But I have read in modern 


Ruthours ſuch home Arguments — 
ſible 


chere ſhould: be any ſuch Thing. 

ufs. Meld Theamachas, you take 
Things by the falſe Handle; aud begin 
at the wrong End. You had Proofs 
fot the Being of a God, for the 
Truth of Chriſtian Religion, That flaſnit 
Convition' fo ſtrongly, that they could 
not be reſiſted with Prudence: Nows 
in farnitis over Atheiftical Neotericks, 
you- ſtumble upon ſome Exceptions 
One cannot reconcile God's Juſtice with 
his Mercy; this ſeems to fall foub 
upon that ; Another can ——_— 
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back to the — — of his' Eterni- 
ty, nor graſp his Immenſity, nor com- 
prehendꝭ his Immutability: A Third is 
out of Cohceit with his Government: 
Were there a God (ſays he) this would 
happen, and that would not; the Whole 
Management of the World? argues 
Chance, rather than Wiſdom, and 
wants either Forecaſt or Power: Hence 
they conclude, is impoſſible there ſhowltt 
be a God; Therefore there is name Blind 
Worms! who are overpower'd with the 
Beams of a Planet, and dare fix their. 
Eyes upon the Sun; they know not them 
ſelres ; and yet would comprehend their 
Maker : Alas! there is nothing fo mean, 
but: has ſemewhat above us. We fal 
under the Weight of a Straw; aud : 
not able to diſſect a Flie, or to anatomize - 
a Glowr- worm. Could I comprebend 
God, I would ſcorn to adore him: The 
rery Notion of an infinite Being, implies: 
Obſcurity; and Reaſon tells me that an 
Underſtanding confin'd to - Limits, can 
never take a full View of a Thing that. 
has none. Look you, Sir, you muſt not 
turn your Back to plain Truths, becauſe 
you cannot anſwer ſome untoward e- 
ſtions about 'em. The? you -p 
Thoufand Objections, their: 8 
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will not be allowed of in the Court of 
Reaſon, againſt poſitive Demonſtrations; 
for we ſeldom meet with any thing ſo 
manifeſt, that does not put Reaſon to a 
Puzzle on ſome Occaſions. Zeno argued 


himſelf out of the Exiſtence of Moti- 
on, as you have run your ſelf out of the 


Belief of a Deity. Motion, ſays he, iz 
- impoſſible, therefore there is no ſuch Thing : 


But his Speculation was not receivable 
F — clear Matter of Fact; and 
ogenes would not diſpute, but walk'd 
him out of his Error. We lay before 
you a Hundred Arguments, that prove 
the Exiſtence of a God; you neither diſ- 
cover Weakneſs in the Principles, nor 
Error in the Concluſion; but very fair- 


ty ſtep over em, and fall upon God's 


Attributes: Vou rifle his Conduct, and 
canvas his Proceedings; and then be- 
cauſe your purblind Reaſon is put to a 
Nonplus, and baffl'd in the Inquiry, you 
conclude his Eſſence is impoſſible. Poſſibi- 
lities would be drawn up in a narrow 
Compaſs, if all Things were impoſſible 
that confounds our Underſtanding: Fol- 
low my Advice, Gentlemen, reform your 
Manners if you intend to believe. 

Theo. Had I Faith, Virtue would fol- 


low : But how can I mortifie Appetite, 
whea 
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when 1 have no Aſſurance either of Re- 
ward or Puniſhment. | Sag | 

Euſeb. Quite contrary : Bid farewell 
to your Crimes, and then you will have 
no Difficulty to believe; whilſt *ris your 
Intereſt there ſhould be no God; that 
Chriſtianity ' ſhould be an Impoſture; 
you will believe neither; for Intereſt 
ſways our Judgment, as well as it com- 
mands our Actions, and Demonſtration 
it ſelf is leſs perſwaſive : Tis an Er- 
ror to think our Will has no juriſ- 
dition over our Reaſon; it exerciſes 
its Tyranny every day over that noble 
Faculty; it treats it Eke a Slave, ra- 
ther than a Princeſs; and Atheiſts com- 
mit Rapes upon their Reaſon, as well 
as upon the Sex: Do you not believe you 
were lawfully begotten? Th 

Theo. I do. Si e 

Euſeb. And yet you have only your 
Mother's word for it: But ſhould ſhe 
declare the contrary ; I ſuſpe& you would 
not pay the — — to her Au- 
thority : Now, why do you believe her 
in the one Caſe with ſo much Eaſineſs ? 
Why do you disbelieve her in the o- 
ther? I ſuppoſe her Negatives are not 
leſs credible than her Affirmatives ; 
and that ſhe deſerves Belief when ſhe 
demes, 
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denies, as well as when ſhe affirms: 
Here is the Difference: Tis your in- 
tereſt to be lawfully begotten; and to 
be thought ſo: On this account you 
enter upon your Father's Eſtate, and 
his Titles: But then to come in at the 
Back-door is a mortifying Diſadvan- 
tage; it cuts off the Right to Succeſ- 
ſion, and beſides throws an Aſperſion 
on your Perſon: Now, tho' the Motives 
in both Caſes are the ſame, the Will 
yaſs'd by Intereſt rides the Under- 
ſtanding; and forces it to aſſent to the 
firſt, and to diſſent from the ſecond: 
If you ſhake off ill Habits; if you walk 
within the Bounds of Moderation and 
Temperance, and conſne your Thoughts 
and Actions to what is lawful; you will 
preſently look upon God, and- Religion, 
as things advantageous to yon; becaufe 
one promiſes Rewards, and the other 
will pay em; and then prudential Mo- 
tives by the power of the. Will, can 
eaſily draw, and fix the Underſtandiag, 
in the Belief of Truths you now bogk. 
at: But if you perſever in Lewdheſs,. 
and make over your Heart to Licentiouſ- 
nefs; if yon dare not look an other World 
in the Face, nor take a ſurvey of Hel 
without almoſt feeling the pains ; 
* IL au 
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vou will never firmly believe there is 
2 God, nor frame any tolerable No- 
tion of Religion; for a ſtable: and 
ſetled Perſwaſion of thoſe Things, runs 
ſo contrary to your preſent Intereſt, that 
the Will in.'Spight of Evidence it ſelf, 
will fool the Underſtanding ;z and either 
withdraw its Attention from the Conſi- 
deration of the Argument, or by ſome 
fly Trick of Legerdemain delude it: No 
Man in the World ever deny'd a God 
before he fear'd him; he fri deſerv'd 
Damnation, and then thruſt Juſtice out 
of Being: And ſo, Eudoxus, I fancy you 
. with the Morals of Chriſtiani- 
ty, before yon fefl out with the Creed; 
and all Reliafnae;? then only began to 
pleaſe you, when Reſtraint became cum- 
berſome. However, Theomachus, in our 
following Conference will attack your 
Underſtanding; and :1 hope to propoſe 
io ſtrong Arguments, as: —— be "= to 
fix it in the Belief of a God. 

in. the mean time diſmiſs Pride, aud 
turn off Prejudice; this bids Reaſon, 
and that ——— it; the one; will not 
ſee Truth, nor the other ſtoop to em- 
brace it: Vdu muſt not Search. der 
Truth as if you fear'd to find it, ſuch 
n. are nothing but Ceremony and 
Grimace ; 
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Grimace; they are Symptoms both of 
Folly and Obſtinacy, and infallible 
Marks that you have ſome ſiniſtrous De- 
ſign, either to put a Cheat upon your 
ſelf, or to caſt Scorn and Contempt upon 
your Adverſary. Thoſe Arguments J 
ſhall propoſe, examine in God's Name; 
diſsect the whole Diſcourſe; weigh the 
Principles; meaſure the Inferences by 
all the Rules of Mood and Figure: But 
then fall not upon Criticiſm, as if your 
whole Buſineſs were to find Faults, not 
Truths; to quarrel with 'em, not to aſ- 
ſent: Suppoſe em not Counterfeit, be- 
fore you have brought 'em to the Touch- 
ſtone: Again, pray remember there is a 
great Difference between Words and a 
| good Solution : To return an Anſwer, is 
| not to enervate a Proof; we may talk 
f much, without talking to the Purpoſe; 
and hover about a Queſtion, without 
coming up to the Point: And as you 
mult take Care not to be too great in 
your own Opinion, ſo others muſt not 
be too little: For Men ſcorn to learn of 
thoſe they contemn : And beſides, the 
teaſt Intelligence from ſuch a Quarter, 
will be thought Apocryphal : For we 
meaſure the Force of Arguments by the 


Abilities of the Propoſer, and always 
preſume 
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preſume they cannot riſe above his 
Height that made them; ſo that if we 
under- rate an Adverſary, we ſhall by a ne- 
ceſſary Conſequence deſpiſe his Reaſons : 
For a ſmall Prepoſſeſſion creates ill No- 
tions, and theſe byaſs the judgment, 

and give a wrong Turn to the Scale. 
But above all things; implore the 
Succour of that great Being, whoſe Ex- 
iſtence you doubt of: Tell him you are 
in Queſt of his Exiſtence, not only to 
know his Perfections, but to adore his 
Majeſty, to love his Goodneſs, and to 
ſue for Mercy. Deſire him with Tears 
and Sighs, to diſpel thoſe Miſts that 
darken the Underſtanding, and to daſh 
in Pieces thoſe Chains of Senſuality that 
fetter the Will; that you may be fo 
fortunate as to ſee the Truth of his 
Being, and ſo Couragious as to embrace 
it: For the Activity of a Cauſe anſwers 
the Diſpoſition of the Subject: All the 
Light in Nature will make no Impreſſi- 
on on a diſorder'd Eye: Fire may con- 
ſume a Member ſtruck with the Palſy, 
but cannot heat it into Senſation; and 
Demonſtration may ſhine tpon the Un- 
derſtanding, but this will remain in 
Darkneſs, and grope in Obſcurity, un- 
leſs the Will be put in Order; 
| eils 
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Veils of Prejudice, Pride, and Licenti- 
ouſneſs be remov'd: Now, this is the 
proper Buſineſs of Grace, which God 
will ſend to your Aſſiſtance, if you ask 
it with Patience, and Sincerity : But if 
you will live on your own Fund, if 
you will engage with a Reſolution not 
to yield; or difpute meerly to overcome; 
yop will live an Infidel, and die a Re- 
probate - All Arguments will only ſerve 
to harden your Heart', to inflame 
your Guilt, and heighten your Obſtina- 
„ | | 


7 9 


"DIALOGUE. VII. 


Eudoxus #s aot ſatisfyd with Theoma- 
chus's Anſwers. 


Fter ſome civilities, Euſebius took 
A leave of his Adverſaries, and Theo- 
machus conducted him to his Coach; 
he promiſed to appear the next Day, 
and to carry on the Converſation : In 
the mean time Eudoxus found himſelf 
in ſome Diſorder above Stairs This 
Conference had batter'd his Gpnfidetcs, 

4 © hs awak d 
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awak'd his Conſcience, and alarm'd his 
Fears: He had only enlarg'd his Belief, 
to make Room for Debauchery, and would 
needs ſave all Men not to damn him- 
ſelf: Reſtraint was his beſt Argument 
againſt the Neceſſity of Chriſtian Reli- 
gion for Salvation, and nothing drew 
him into ſuch a Latitade of Belief, but 
an uncontrouPd Liberty of Acting: But 
when he heard from Euſebius the Dan- 
ger he run, and the Hazzard he expos'd 
himſelf too; he found his Blood in a Fer- 
ment, and all the Faculties of his Soul 
in an Uproar: He walk about the 
Room in ſuch a muſing Poſture, that 
Theomachus (now return d) could not tell 
what to make of this mute Scene: His 
Motion repreſented a Farce; his looks 
a Tragedy 3 and both ſeem'd extraordi- 
nary and amazing. What * ſaid Theonia- 
thus are you rapt in an Extaſie, and fallen 
over Head and Ears into Speculation. 
What? turn'd Philoſopher ex tempore? 
Your Face has no Metaphyſical Turn; 
lay down the Diſguiſe, and put on your 
Shape, you make an odd Figure in Ma- 
ſcarade. inn dn 
Eudox. Is Seriouſneſs ſo unbecoming ? 
Jam ſorry to hear Gravity ſits ſo un- 
handſomely upon me, and that I cannot 


put 
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put on a thinking Countenance, without 
acting the Comedian: However I hope 
yon will excuſe me; your Conference has 
1 me ſome Reaſon to look demure- 
3 With all my Heart, upon 
Condition you'll not turn thinking into 
a Practice ; for, I tell you again, a Stoical 
Comportment agrees ill with your Con- 
ſtitution, and a contemplative Humour 
will ſoure the Blood, and caſt you 
into Fits of the Hypocondry. Methinks, 
I can read the Subject of your Medi- 
tation on your Face: I have travelld 
far in Phyſiognomy, and have drawn up a 
Map of that Country: In fine, Sir, the 
Aſpect is fitted up for Converſation, as 
well as the Tongue; and like the Spar- 
tans comprehends much in a little; it ex- 
plains a Man's Mind more clear, than 
one can ſpeak it: You are now anvilling 
out ſome petty Revenge againſt Euſeb:- 
us, and indeed he deſerves a Mortifica- 
tion for his Sophiſtry: He talks with 
ſuch a magiſterial Confidence, as if he 
vented nothing but Evidence: He is a 
kind of ſpiritual Hector, and banters Peo- 
ple into Subjection and Slavery; he has 
an impoſing Air, and varniſhes his Rea- . 
ſons with ſuch Aſſurance, that unthink- 
"0 ing 
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ing Gentlemen miſtake one for the other: 
But you ſaw how I teaſed him. 

Eudox. I cannot tell what Judgment 
you frame of this Mornings Conteſt, but 
I counſel you not to crow or cry Victoria; 
let it paſs for a drawn Battel ; he may 
otherwiſe think of the Preſs, and if the 
Action takes Air and appears in View, 
perchance the Publick may pronounce 
againſt you. We are often fond of. our 
' own Exploits, and eaſily turn the Ad- 
vantages upon our ſelyes ; whereas, God 
knows, impartial Readers may give it to 
our Adverſaries, and lay Diſhonour at our 
Doors. I muſt own; I wiſh you had done 
your Part better, or that Euſebius had 
done his worſe : I find my interior in a 
Flame: I feel an unknown War in my 
Breaſt : Your Converſation has rais'd it ; 
my Fears are enliven'd, and tho' I am 
not in Hell, methinks, I deſerve it. 

Theom. Certainly you rave, you have 
4 Feveriſh Diſtemper upon you, and the 
maligne Humour has ſeaz'd upon the 
Brain : I never ſaw a Man before, ſound 
under an Argument, or diſcours'd into 
2 Calenture: You take Apprehenſions for 
Things, and turn a good Nature into 
an Executioner: Your Troubles are but 
Dreggs of Education, or ' airy Spirits 

| oY that 
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ous Wine carries off a Doubt in a 
Axle, 
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that riſe from Prejudice : Time will wear 
'em out; or Courage will dant em; 
bear up with Reſolution, and you'll 
ſcare your Frights, and look thoſe dread- 
ful Bugbears out of Countenance. 2,1 
Eudox. | had rather you would rea- 
ſon 'em out of Countenance : Uncer- 
tainty has begot em; and I fancy Cer- 
tainty would deſtroy *em. Ah Theoma- 
chus | If there be a God, you are un- 
done; and if Chriſtianity be the only 
Saving Religion, I am undone alfo. 
Theom. Fie, fie: I took you for a 
Man of Parts; for a Man above Fear, 
and out of the Reach of Apprehenſion. 
I tell you there is no God, and by 
Conſequence that Chriſtianity is nothing 
but pure Mummery and Impoſture : 
*Tis a Poetical Engin, fram'd by crafty 
Statesmen to heave Men into] their 


Duty. 


'  Eudox. But did you not confeſs to 
Euſebius, that you were certain of nei- 
ther? | | 
Theom. Prithee ask no Queſtions: Let 
us take a turn to the Blew-Poſts : Cana. 
ry Clears more Controverſies in an Hour; 
than Diſputes in an Age: A Glaſs of 


and I:have found byExperience that 
Fears 
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Fears are ſooner drunk, than reaſon'd 
away. 

. The 2 Buſineſs is too 
ſerious to be debated in a Tavern; 
and I had rather argue,. than laugh 
with you. If I comprehend Euſebius 
right, we are in ill Circumſtances : For 
tho' it happen that we are nothing in 
the next World, we are without per- 
adventure Fools in this. For, look you 
Sir; both our Tenets are very uncer- 
tain, and by legal Inference may be 
falſe; if they are, what will become of 
us? Can any Creature fink into a more 
deſperate Misfortune, than we ſhall cer- 
tainly meet with? Can we looſe: more 
than by forfeiting all? Or can we ſuf- 
fer more, than when we fry in Flames 
for an Eternity? I confeſs this Eterni- 
ty ſtrikes a Damp through every Joint: 
1 dare not play with Thunder, nor ſtand 
the Stroak, of the Omniĩipotent. On the 
other ſide, tho” the other Tenets prove 
true ; what are we the better? Firſt 
thoſe Pleaſures we pretend too, are as 
uncertain, as that Hel! we now ridicule; 
as that Heaven we burleſque. Second- 
ly, Suppoſe they were moſt certain, they 
are not able to render us happy when 
we Die, nor content whilſt we Live; 

they 
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of a Deity: So that tho' you Name it 
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they only ſerve to engender Diſeaſes, to 
provoke Conſcience; and to prey upon 
our Eſtates: They are Things beneath 
a Rational Creature, nor worth enjoy- 
ing, nor even the contending, for: Now 
ſeeing there is ſuch an immenſe Chaos 
between our Hopes. and our Fears ; 
ſuch a monſtrous Diſproportion between 
our Loſs and our Gain, how is it poſ- 
ſible for Men, to ſwerve more palpably 
from the common Dictamens of Prudence 
than we. | "., x 
 Theom. I tell you; the Immortality of 
the Soul is a meer Flouriſh of Fancy. 
*Tis a Platonical Idea form'd at Athens, 
ſome Thouſand of Years ago, and waft- 
ed from beyond Seas in our Smirne 
Fleet. | | "3 4 
Eudox. Could you prove your Aſſer- 
tion, my fears would be at an End: I 


- would laugh at my preſent Frights, and | : 


ſport with thoſe Flames I tremble at. 
I am not yet cloyd with Liberty, nor 
ſurfeited with Mirth; nor am I ſo beſotted 1 
with pleaſures of Senſe, as to charge 
through Fire and Brimſtone for their 
Sake: But you have granted to Euſebi- 
zs, that this very Point has no more 


Certainty, than that of the Exiſtence 


d 
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z Fable; for ought we know it may be a 
real Story. 

' Theom. But do you remember I told 
Enſebius, that a tottering Belief of & 
God, or of Chriſtianity, would not do 
our Turns, tho we ridled our Pa 
fions, and bound up out Appetite to Pe- 
nance and Mortifieation: Now if you 

have in ſtore an Argument, that can 
convey Conviction, impart it to your 
ſelf, and ſtand to the Belief of Ghrifti- 
anity with Reſolutiea: But if you have 

hot, and there be a Hen; à wavering 
Faith, tho' waited en by all the Ver⸗ 
tues of the moſt rigid Recluſe, conducts 
you to Deſtruction, as ſurely as Debut 
chery: Of the two gixe me therefore d 
plea alant Life, and a wretched Eterh 
rather than a 'miſeradle Life, and a 
rable Eternity; ; for of two Evils I ath for 
the leſs. | 

Endox, I confeſs, 1 am at a Jess fot 
ſuch an Argument; yet my Mind gives 
3 that Induſtry 5 make a Diſcove- 

either for the one Side, or for the 

other : This 3s, ihe ta fall pon @ . 
Sp that will antiddle the ter 
and either certainly cogvince us, | 
of à futurt 


all the Dreads and * 


State 
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State are Fiction and Impoſture, or that 
they are real Things; for if the Caſe 
ſtood otherwiſe, I ſhould be tempted to 
Timonize, and clap a Satyr upon our 
whole Species: I ſhould break its Scut- 
chion, and ' throw its Titles of Honour 
upon Bears, Lyons, and Tygers : For cer- 
tainly Man with his pompous and mag- 
nificent Prerogatives of Reaſon, would 
ſink below the Level of the vileſt In- 
ſect; becauſe his Lot would be Fear, 
and tormenting Thoughts here; and 
perchance more tormenting Fire here- 
after: Beaſts, Creatures, neither 
waſtes their Spirits with the towring 
Pretentions of Place, nor Precedency ; ⁶ 


nor with the carking Appetite of Ha- 


ving, nor with the troubleſome Appre- 


henfion of Looſing : Their Care neither 


| looks backward nor forward; their one- 
ly Labour is to fence againſt-the pre- 
ſent Neceſſity ; they neither expect an 
Advantage from the future, nor any Mis- 
fortune ; they deſire not to be better, nor | 
fear to be worſe : They gently glide 
down the Tide of Nature, a fail I 5 
contentedly with the Current of lacli- 
nation: All their Pains and Pleaſare ex- 

re with their Life, and when their 
Taper 4s ſpent, and burnt wi 


thin the | 
Socket ; 
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Socket; they lay down to fleep, and 
evaporate into nothing : But alas! poor 
Man, is tantaliz'd with pleafant Dreams 
of a future Felicity, and haunted with 
frightful Spectres of never-ending Miſe- 
ries; yet according to your new Theology, 
he is not able to diſcover whether theſe 
Things have any real Being, but in Ima- 
pination : What is this but to hang him 
on the Tenters ? But to ſtretch him on 
the Torture? And to make his chief 
Priviledge, Reaſon, ſubſervient 'to his 
Torment? There may be a God (ſay you) 
a Hell, a Heaven, and one onely faving 

Religion : If theſe things are true, an 
we live as if they were falſe, we are loſt : 
Oa the other ſide, if they are falſe, and 
we check Appetite, and conform our 
Actions to the moſt rigid Morality ; we 
labour in vain, and take Pains to meet 
with Diſappointment ; But then again, 
if they chance to be true; tho? we live 
piouſly, if we believe not ſtedfaſtly, our 
Buſineſs is done: We muſt pitch our 
Tents with the Libertines and- Atheiſts, 
and keep Company with the unfortunate 
Fry of the Reprobate. *Tis true, could 
we believe without Doubts, a little Mor- 
tification of our Paſſions, ſome Reſtraint 
upon Appetite, might ſecure us: But 
H 2 this 
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this (you ay) is impoſſible, becauſe there 
are not to be found in Nature, Matives 
ſufficient to ſettle our Judgments in a 
firm Belief, either of a Deity or of Re- 
ligion3 fo that in Spight of Fate, of 
Prudence and Vertue, Men muſt 
agonize here under all the dreadful Con- 
vulſions of Fear; and (if there be a God) 
under the Weight of his Revenge here- 
after: This is a murdering Doctrin 
Theomachus; and if true, you muſt con- 
clude, that Nature is a Step-Mother to 
Man; and that God created him in his 
Fury; that he grac'd him with Know- 
kedee, to fit him up for Miſery : Let us 
rather ſay, we may find ſome Thread, 
E we take the Pains to look about us, to 
guide us out of this wandering Laby- 
int: We may dive into Things, till 
we fall upon Certainty; and diſcover 
Whether Impoſture lies on our Side, or 
theirs who oppoſe our Principles: But 
Sir, I have (I fear) treſpaſs'd upon your 
Patience, and perchance good Breedi 

alſo: But pray charge my Diſorder wich 
theſe Failings, aud take an Excuſe for 


Attenemeat. 
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DIAL d UB 


Eudoxus unſatisfied with the Dior 8 
of Theomachus, goes to Euſ ius. 


Udoxns return'd to his Lodgings with 
a heavy Heart: He gave to 
bis Fancy, which warm'd with the Mor- 
ning Diſpute, was become ungoverna- 
ble: It flew from one difmal Apprehen- 
fion to another, till at length it wan- 
dred into Hell, and drew out alt the 
Terrors of that wretched Region to 
skare him: The Contemplation of that 
Place of Torment, of Fire, Darkneſs _ 
and Deſpair, ſqueez'd out Tears, Sighs 
and Lamentations. Woe he to me, faid 
he, when I die here to Pleaſure, if I live 
hereafrer to eternal Pains : This may be 
my Fate, and certainly will be, if Chri- 
ſtianity be the only ſaving Religion, and 
there be any Puniſhment for Infidelity : 
I fay it will be; unleſs 1 lay aſide both 
Doubts and Lewdneſs: This is an Affair 
of the higheſt Conſequence z it deferves 
my Sollicitude, and will reward my La- 
bour with Intereft, which Way ſoever it 
turns. 1 will therefore think of no ether 
* | | Buſineſs, 
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Buſineſs, till I have brought this to a 
happy Concluſion : By the Succeſs of this 
I muſt ſtand or fall. 
The Reſolution was taken; but he 
ſoon found himſelf in anunknown Region, 
without Stars, Map or Guide to ſteer 
his Courſe by : He purſued Certainty, 
but knew not in what Part of the Globe 
it dwelt, or where to addreſs himſelf for 
Direction. Firſt, he thought to fall up- 
on Reading; for Books being the Pro- 
duct of Time and mature Thoughts, are 
generally polliſh'd.; they tell us how far 
our Uuderſtanding can go towards. the 
Diſcovery of Truth; and leaving Imper- 
tinencies behind, draw off the Spirits and 
Eſſence from the Subject: But then he was 
at a Puzzle about the Choice : Bad Books 
(faid he) are as contagicus as lewd Com- 
pany ; and (what is worſe) more fre- 
uent, and more affecting; for they are 
et off with luſcious Expreſſions, and 
with quaint Language, which carries 
down the Poyſon with Pleaſure: Like 
Ladies, they never appear in Publick, 
but under a gaudy Dreſs; and Care is 
taken to waſh over the Foulneſs of the 
Subject with a pleaſing Varniſh: A Man 
may as well learn Chaſtity in the Stews, 


Temperance in Taverns, Honeſty in 


Newgate, 
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Newgate, Meekneſs among Hectors, and 
the Belief of a God among Atheiſts, as 


Chriſtianity among theſe wretched Pam- 


phlets. An ill Subject well handled, dou- 
bles the Danger of reading it; the Miſ- 
chief riſes with the Wit, and infects in 
Proportion to the Art of the Author. In 
fine, he was toſs'd from Reſolution to 
Reſolution, without knowing which to 
reſolve on; till at length he reflected of 
Euſebius : Tis true, he had no Acquain- 
tance with the Geneſeman : But being ta- 
ken with his Mornings Diſcourſe, he 
was ſatisfied of his Capacity, and 
judg'd favourably of his Probity. Theſe 
Conſiderations made him break through 
all Difficulties, and the preſent Aches of 
his Mind, added Wings to the Deſire 

of finding a Lenitive. | jj 
He went therefore out of Hand to 
Euſebius's Lodgings, and laid open the 
State of his Interiour ; he conjur'd him 
by all that's ſacred to lend his Aſſiſtance ; 
and if poſſible, to cure that Wound, 
himſelf had made: He ſpoke with a Ve- 
hemency, that eaſily perſwaded Euſebius 
he was in Earneſt 3, and his Suit was too 
juſt to receive a Denial. ee 
Sir, ſaid Euſebius, you have addreſs'd 
your ſelf to a Perſon, that is perchance 
: H 4 leſs 
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lefs able, than willing to aſſiſt you: 1 
aſſure you of my 1 the Iſſue 
muſt anſwer for my Ability. I am glad 
(pardon the 1 of your Diſtem- 
per: When we feel the Diſeaſe, there is 
_— Cure; but when we have no 
of our Condition, tis time to think 

of a Coffin. Neither fpurn, nor kick at 
Providence for this painful Uſage: The 
Operation (no doubt) is ſnarp, but with- 

al — — Health of the Body is not 
recovered without Pain; an Impoſtume 
calls. for a Lance, and Oppletion for un- 
ou htable Evacuatories. The fame Me- 
ds are applicable to Diſeaſes of the 

Soul: Whilſt Conſcience fuffers Debau- 
chery without Murmur, without Com- 
plaint; whilſt we enjoy' a profound Peace 
within us, in the midſt of Crimes, as well 
as of Innocence; we find no Inchnation 
to reform : That falſe Tranquility lulls 
us a Sleep, it keeps. ferious Reflections 
at a Diſtance, and perſwades our focliſh 
Credulity, that no Danger threatens us, 
becauſe we apprehend: none : But when 
Offences ſit uneaſie upon us, when Plea- 
ſures gall us, when Fnfdelity becomes 
ſuſpected, and Lewdneſs it r trouble- 
me; we begin to ſurvey. our Conduct, 


* o compare the Prefent with the Future, 
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God's kind lavitation, he often chaſtiſes 
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to face our Hopes with our Fears, and 
che Delights of this Liſe witly the Tor- 
2 
ſcover we Re 
der, # Iittfe ſtru with the hety 
of God's Grace, wit break thre all Im 
pediments which interpoſe Between. us 
and our Duty: Take therefore this A. 

uin of Mind as à Pledge of God's 
Kindneſs; and of your future Felicity; 
he ſtrikes in his Mercy, as well as in is 
Juſtice ; he heals when he wouncks, and 
ſpares when he puniſhes : Never differ 
the Search of Truth, nor faulter tiff y 
have found it: Slacknefs im a Point of 


this Importance is alw _— ; 
and aal er mortal: When oe . 


our Incixilities r Hagrami, and ſexrce. 
leaves a Moment between the Affront 
and the Revenge. When I was ſore 
Years ago in Flanders, an Officer of 
my Acquaintance gave me 2 Viſit; he. 
was one of thofe,, WhO make Ho D 
ſtinckion between Religion anck Faction; 
Who jeſt at Paith, and ſpend their Lives 
in its Service: He could nds more he- 
lievs that Church true Ne 2 he fbr, 
than char he fongft againſt: He ridi> 
cP4 ttt one, aud conrentwh „ 
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he treated Morality ill in his Diſcourſe, 


but worſe in Practice: I thought a lit- 
tle Warmth and Expoſtulation were ju- 


 Nifiable on ſuch an Occaſion, and ſo I. 
took him up roundly; I drew out in 


lively Colours the Horror of his Life, 
the Unwarantablenefs'of his Proceeding, 
and the Severity of thoſe Pains God had 
prepar'd for Libertines in the next 
World; together with the Curſes that 
would fall upon his Head in this: He 
took leave of me, and retir'd to his Inn, 
but after Dinner he return'd: F have 
often (ſaid he) receiv'd Proofs. of your 
Kindneſs, but never greater than this 
Morning: I have look'd into my ſelf 
ſince I ſaw you; and confeſs my Caſe 
would be deſperate; had I lefs than an 
infinite Mercy to confide in: Some ur- 
gent Buſineſs calls me to my Garriſon ; 
but next Week I will return, and ad- 
viſe with you about the grand Affair 
of my Salvation. This is a Call from 
God (anſwer'd I) and perchance it may 
be the laſt: The Campaine draws near; 
and when once you have taken the 


' Field, you will neither be Maſter of your 


Time, nor your Life ; your Employ- 
ment challenges that, and a Bullet may 


diſpoſe of this before you are aware. ; 
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Il am ſenſible (reply'd the Gentleman) 
of my Caſe, and of the Danger; and 
nothing ſhall alter my Reſolution ; and 
ſo he departed. He kept his word, 
and within ten Days return'd ; he paſs@ 
by my. Lodgings, and told me he would 
not fail after Dinner to wait upon 
me, and hop'd to bring his Buſineſs 
to a happy Concluſion : Permit me, 
Sir, (iaid I) to attend you at your Inn: 
'Tis much more eafie to fall into Com- 
pany, than to diſingage your ſelf; Men 
of your Calling, had rather ſtorm a. 
Half-Moon, than aſſail Cuſtom, or at» 
tack Ceremony: But he would not hear 
of my Propoſition ; he left the Company, 
and was on his way; when unfortu- 
nately he met with a Friend, who in- 
vited him to a Bottle of Champaigne :. 
He would not except of the Invitati-- 
on; but the other would not be deny's :. 
And ſo at length away they march'd- 
together: One Bottle drew on another, 
and their Debauch ended with the 
Night: In the mean time, an Expreſs 
calls him to his Regiment: The Frensb: 
have taken the Field; and al muſt 
march to watch their Motions : He re- 
turns Home in Poſt ; he goes to the 
Camp, and ſhortly after looſes his Life 
at 
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156 ene infllutted, Ne. 
% Soonhort : We may truly ſay, this 
poor Gentleman was near Heaven ; but 

ſend! the unhappy Rencounter of a 


Friend did not put him out of the 


Way! He was invited to Repentanee, 
te-made a fair Advance; and (I may ſay). 
the; Zuſinefs was almoſt finiſh'd, becauſe 
— 1 * to conclude ir: 

a Bottle of Champaione put in a 
Demurr It ſuſpended ke a 3 
and then the ſudden March of the Troops 
broke off the Negotiation: He went to 
che Field a TLibertine, and in all proba- 
Bility dy'd one: As God touch'd his 
Heart, ſo he has ſoftened yours : Pray 
Sir, let not Negligence miſuſe the Fa- 
your; nor turn it into a Curſe: Let it 
ſtand up for you at God's Tribunal, as 
a Witneſs of Gratitude, not of Obſtina- 
cy: I counſel you for ſome Days to 
withdraw into a Place of Retirement : 
Viſtts will diſtra& you, and may ſtifle 
your pious Reſolution , if your Deſign 
takes air: If your Companions learn 
you are going into an other Intereſt, 
they will raiſe a hundred Batteries a- 
gainſt your Conſtancy ; and tho' von 
come off with Victory, you will not get 
clear of their Temptations without Dan- 
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ger: I will . wait go you: 
into the Country, if you can pitch up- 
on a convenient Place. 

Eudox. You: will infinitely obli 
My Houſe is but four Mile o W 
if: you. pleaſe, we will take Coach this 
Evening. 

Euſeb. I am content, but F muſt ex- 
cuſe my Depart to Theomachus, other- 
wiſe he may fend Ine and Cty after 
me; and Si quis me in the next Ga- 
zerte. 

He ſent bim a Letter to let him 
know that a Buſineſs of Importance re- 
quir'd his Preſence in the Country 3. 
that he would diſpatch it with conve- 
nient Speed, and that the fame Moment 
his Hands were rid of that Trouble, he 
would return to profecute the Confe- 
rence. Theomachus anſwer'd he was His 
own Maſter; that he might take bis 
Time, and that he would expect his 
5 5 with Pleaſure: They immediate- 

Houſe, Coach, and arriv'd at Eudoxus's 
oufe: 


* 
DIA- 


158 AGentleman inflradted; Rc. 
DIALOGUE X. 


Eudaoxus retires with Euſebius into 
the Country, where they meet with . 
Arioviſtus « High. flomn Latitudi- 
narian. 3 


WUadoxus's. Mother receiv'd her Son 
with Tenderneſs: She was a Lady 
of a Piety above the common; ſhe lov'd 
her Son, but could not diſſemble his 
Vices: She often admoniſh'd him of the 
Danger he expos'd his Soul to; and 
ſometimes: mingled Tears with gentle 
Reproofs: But his Time was not yet 
come, and all her Admonitions only 
ſery'd to highten his Obduracy: Yet 
ſhe gave not over : She implor'd God'saſ- 
ſiſtance in private, and beſeech'd his 
Mercy. to ſtrike out of. this Rock ſome 
Tears of Repentance; to recall this Pro- 
digal, who had imbezill'd all his- Treas 
ſures of Grace, and pawn'd his Religi- 
on to Proſtitutes: Her friends admir'd 
her Charity, and pity'd it. Once a 
Divine aſſur'd her, that a Child of Tears 
would never periſh : She took the words 
for an Oracle, and fancy'd he fpoke by 
h Inſpi- 


A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 159 
Inſpiration : Tho? her Son's Profaneneſs 
touch'd her to the Quick; the Hopes of 
his Converſion kept her in Heart; and 
the more he ran from Piety, the more: 
ſhe practis'd it. 

When Eudoxus arriv'd, ſhe read ſome 
Change in his Face; his Behaviour was 
more grave; his Looks more ſober, and. 
all his Carriage breath'd an Air of Mo- 
deſty : At firſt ſhe ſuſpeted the Dice had 
run croſs, and that the Cauſe of his Me- 
lancholy lay ia the Pocket: Then ſhe. 
fear d he was hammering out ſome amo- 
rous Intrigue, or lay under the Mortifica- 
tion of a criminal Diſappointment : But. 
Eudoxus ſoon diſſipated her Suſpicions, by 
telling the Cauſe of his unexpected Arri- 
val : She was over-joy'd at the News, and. 
almoſt ſunk under the Exceſs: She gave 
Euſebius a thouſand” Thanks, and ftiPd; 
him her Son's good Angel: They were 
ſitting down to Supper, when in comes 
Arioviſtus with another Gentleman. The 
Lady was ſurpris'd at the Arrival'of fo 
unexpected a Gueſt ; his very Sight 
drew the Blood to her Face, and tho? 
ſhe was Miſtreſs of her Words and 
Actions, ſhe could not Command her 
Reſentment : She fear'd leaſt this im- 
portune Viſit might nip her Son's Re- 

| ſolutions, 
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ſolutions, and daſh in Pieces the Hope 
ſtie had of his Converſion: However ſhe 
forgot” not Civility in the very Heat of 
her Diſturbance, and skreen'd off her 
Concern with. a hearty Welcome: 

But after. Supper ſhe took Euſebinus 
afide, and expos'd her Fears with all 
the Energy of Tears and Paſſion. Sir, 
aid ſhe) God fend your Charity meer 
with Succeſs: F ſuſpect Arioviſtus cloaks 
ſome ill Deſign. under the ſpecious Out- 
ſide of a Viſit, and that another Er- 
rand brought him here, befides meer 
Civility : His. Morals run even with his 
Religion; he believes what flatters Pride, 
and acts whatever fawns upon Senfe ; 
he goes upon one. Principle, which. is to 
ſick at nothing, that fides with Inte- 
reſt, or gratifies Appetite. This Man 
firſt furniſt'd Eudoxus with corrupt Max- 
ims, and Theomachus taught him the Ap- 
plication : In fine, both have contribn» 
ted to his Deſtruction, and my Misfortune. 

Euſebius deſir d her not to- take the la- 
rum. Twill find Occaſion (ſaid he) to in- 
gage Arioviſtus in a. Diſpute, I doubt not 
of the Succeſs: The Overthrow of the Ma- 
ſer may work dy tlie Scholar. He m 
yeild to theſe Reaſons, Ariouiſtus (I 2 
ſure). will not de able to feſiſt. Tie next 

Morning, 
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Morning, when they fat together in the 
Parlor, Chance gave the Cue to a hot 
Debate, that cover d Ariaviſtus with Con- 
fuſion, and Exſebixe with Glory. 


—e— * — — — — — 
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God does meither command, nor permit 
us to conform to the Religion of the 
Country where me live. 


2 E Poft brought Eudoxut a News- 
Letter from London, which gave an 
_— of new Laws enacted againſt Pa- 
piſts. | 
Ariov. This Act is worthy of that 
great Aſſembly. I have nothing againſt 
the Proceeding, but that its too mode- 
rate and indulging: Beſides methinks 
5 _ have _—_— — Diſſenters; 
or all bein ilty of Obſtinacy, none 
ſhould be nil © fant Puniſhment. 

Euſeb. How? too Indulging ? What 
will you call Severe? Papiſts are diſſeiz'd 
of their Birth-right, ſtript of Property, 
and expos'd to the Inſolence of villa- 
nous Informers, and Catch-polls; and af- 

ter 
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ter all, you complain of Moderation; 
Miſtake me not Sir: I neither arraign 
the Wiſdom nor the Juſtice of the 
Parliament : That Auguſt Body may have 
Reaſons unknown to us: But I diſa- 
prove your perſecuting Humour : Dif- 
ſenters are our fellow Subjects ; the Re- 
lation deſerves Tenderneſs, and calls 
for ſome Compaſſion : It's Barbarity to- 
out-rage a Fellon at the Bar, or to in- 
ſult over a condemn'd Wretch at Ty- 
burn; much more over Diſſenters; who 
for ought we know, have no other 
Crime, but their Religion. "3 

Axiov. Let em conform, and they 
ſhall, enjoy the Protection of the Go- 
vernment, and- the Liberty of Engliſh- 
men : But if they take the Pet, and 
ſtray from the eſtabliſht Worſhip of the 
Realm; the Common-wealth muſt take 
Notice of their Prevarication, _ and pu- 
niſh it: And as thoſe who ſuffer tor 
the Breach of Laws, dye deſervedly ; 
ſo they who lay down their lives for 
any Religion Out-law'd by the Com- 
mon-Wealth, are Malefactors, not Mar- 
tyrs: They only paſs through one Pu- 
niſhment into another: Thouſands (Euſe- 
bhiut) are Canoniz'd here on Earth, that 
will never be. Sainted in Heaven. 


Euſeb. 
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Euſeb. Hold Sir, this Doctrine ſhould 
be bleacht ; its ſo monſtrouſly foul; 
there is no. enduring it: It ſhould paſs 
a Quarantaine in ſome Lazaretta; (me 
thinks) it ſmells rank of Infection. Blaſ- 
phemy fits on every Syllable: What 
think you? Did St. Laurence and St. 
Stephen dye like Criminals ? Are not. 
their Names Regiſter'd in the Book of 
Life, as well as in the Martyrologe ? 
Yet they dy'd for a Religion, condemn'd, 
by the ſupreme Authority of Rome and. 
Fury. Sir, I would have you Diſpate 
this Point at old Baidie. Blaſphemy is 
puniſhd with Fire in this World, as well 

as in the next. ä 5 | 
Ariav. Heat and InveAive rather fret 
an Adverſary, than convince him: More 
Reaſon and leſs Paſſion, are proper for 
a Man of your Age and Character: 
You are on the Decay Sir; your De- 
portment ſhould. be as cold as your 
Blood; and your Paſſions as grey as. 
your Head: I ſay, God made Man for 
Commerce, we cannot live on our own 
Fund; we muſt barter with our Neigh- 
bours; and. this foreign Correſpondence 
Is requiſite to furniſh our Happineſs :. 
A ſociable Life is impracticable, (I would. 
ſay impoſſible) unleſs inferiours lie under: 
g an 
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an indiſpenſable Obligation of obeying, 
and Superiours have an uncontroulable 
Power to ordain all Thoſe things, that 
are neceſſary to ſapport and conferve 
Society. | 
Now, what can be more neceſſary than 
Union, and Harmony of Opinions? This. 
cements all the Parts, and monlds em 
into one great Body: It inſpirits em 
to Action in their defign'd Station: It 
combines their Intereſt; and by Conſe- 

ce their Endeavours: But when their 
Minds are divided, their Intereſts are 
ſeparated; and then they club into 
Faction; and whilſt each Cabal drives 
5 at private Ends, the whole Fabrick of 
| the Government firſt totters, and then 
1 falls into Confuſton. But of aft Divi- 
1 ftons, thoſe that ſpring from Differen- 

F' ces in Religion have ever provd the 
if moſt fatal. Zeal has open'd more Veins. 

1 than Cruelty; and laid waſt more Pro- 
vinces than Ambition: It has rifled 

| thoſe very Places, Avarice it felf left 
| untouch'd ; and ſet on fire thoſe Reli- 
8 — Edifices, Impiety revered : It has 

ought ſome Princes to the Scaffold, 
and others to Abdicate : Infine, new Se- 
ditions break in upon the State with 
new Religions, and the eſtabliſhed Go- 
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vernment is always ſtruck at, with the 
eſtabliſhed Church. Pretence of Piety 
leads the Vun, but Sword, Cannon, and 
Deſolation bring up the Rear. ; 

Seeing therefore God commands us 
to live in Society; he has impower'd 


the chief Magiſtrate, with a full Com- 


miſſion to enact thoſe Laws that are 
requiſite for the furthering this great 
Deſign : Now, Nothing under Heaven can 


be more neceſſary, than a Power to e- 
ſtabliſh Religion; therefore God has en- 
truſted every ſupreme Magiſtrate with 


that Power; whence it follows, that e- 
very Religion ſettled by Law, binds all 


thoſe who live under the Protection of 


that State; and by Conſequence I dare 
not excuſe any Diſſenter from Treaſon; 


both againſt the Common-wealth, and 


God, 

In a word, we muſt- conform our Be- 
lief to that of the Country where we 
lire; nor can any Pretence of Con- 
ſcience or Revelation exempt us from 
the Obligation: Hence, I ſay, that Ste- 
pben the Deacon loſt his liſe at Jeruſa- 
lem. as fairly, as Stephen the Joyner at 
Oxford : They both fell by the Law, 
and therefore juſtiy. Death makes not 
a Martyr, but rthe xCanie ; this alone 

diſtinguiſnes 
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diſtinguiſhes the Innocent from the Guil- 
ty. | [- "| 
Euſeb. Bleſs me! where are we? The 
| Joun tore their Garments, when they 

eard 'Blaſphemies ; but Chriſtians turn 
it into Entertainment : Certainly No- 
thing but Damnation is able to force 
out ſuch Flaming Expreſſions : Your Di- 


ſcourſe is too rank to undergo a Dif: | 


ſection; it carries with it a Complica- 
tion of Crimes, that won't bear the ve- 
ry Naming : Like flagitious Malefactors, 
they infe&t on the Hurdle, and kill at 
their Execution: Its almoſt ſafer to diſ- 
ſemble, than to arraign them ; and they 
are taught, whilſt they are reprov'd : 
But ſeeing you have flung Poyſon among 
the Audience, UI] venture to preſent 
dem an Antidote. You ſay St. Stephen 
dy'd a Rebel, no Martyr ; that he fell 
Law, and conſequently by the Hands 
of Juſtice : But this helliſn Logick ar- 
gues our bleſſed Saviour into Rebelli- 
on, and ſtigmatizes him for a convict- 
ed CTonſpirator; for certainly he dy'd 
by Command of the Magiſtrate: Inno- 
vation in Matters of Religion made up 
one Part of the Charge againft him, 
and Treaſon the other. 1 3 this 
horrid Inſolence lay ont of Sig 1 8 
us | Wen 


— 
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Gentlemen of your Perſwaſion, are ſhort- 
ſighted ; and are ſo taken up with Prin- 
ciples, that they over-look Illations': 
Remember, Sir, we live under a pious 
Princeſs, and a reforming Parliament; 
So that 1 do not deſpair within ſome 
Days to hear, that ſevere Laws are paſt 
againſt thoſe that blaſpheme God, as well 
as againſt thoſe that ſerve him. 

- Arioviſtus began an Apology, but Euſe- 
bius refus'd to hear it. 

Sir (faid he) the Text is too plain to 
need a Comment; and too horrid to de- 
ſerve one: To excuſe Blaſphemy, is but 
a Hairs-breadth from defending it: 
The very Hearing of the Word abates 
the Horror of the Crime: For no Offen- 
ces are leſs deteſted, than thoſe that 
are often ſpoken of: Beſides, I have 
only glanc'd at an Inference; the Prin- 
ciple is more flagitious, and therefore 
muſt be brought to the Bar. You ſay 
God commands us to conform to the 
Religion of the Country, where we 
live; and that to profeſs any other, 
— believe Nothing, is equally crimi- 
nal. 3 | 
Ariov. Ifo... 

Euſeb. Is your Aſſertion Univerſal. 


Ariov. 
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Ariov. It takes in all Religions; it 
reaches al Nations, as well as all A- 

es. 8 44} 4 I - 
9 Euſeb. God therefore commands me 
(on I am in 2 Key" — 
ub antiu ion, Prayers t | 7 
— &c. But if Zuſineſt calls me 
to Paris, Rome, or Maurid; he commands 
me to ſteer about, and believe em: Ia 
Chriſtendom 1 muſt believe Chriſt is 
God ; but if a brisk Gale wafts me 
over into Aſia, I muſt deny it: At cun- 
ſtamt inople I maſt ſwear there is one 
God, and that Afabomet is his Prophet; 
but at my return into the Weff, I muſt 
— my Tune; I muſt ſwear the 
Prophet 


into an Impoſtor, and his Re“ 
velations into Forgery: But if I ſteer 
towards the North, and ſet up in un 
land; then I muſt bow to a Red Cloth; 
and pour forth my Oriſons to Aadan 
Puſs: Again, if I double the Cape, and 
put in at Cochin; I muſt fall proſtrate 
defore an Ape's Grinder. en OI 
 Ariov. Well, and what hatm ia all 
Euſeb. Why truly, travelling will de 
expenſive: Before we ſet out, we muſt 


provide our - ſelves with Altxarder Reet 
View of Religions; we muſt make a hows 
* dme 
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me Collection of AFrolabes, OQuadrants, 
— Jacob's Staffs, to find the Lines of 
Longitude, and Latitude; for in your Hy- 
potheſis, Mathematics muſt be our 
Rule of Faith, and Climats the Motives 
of Credibility. This is a pretty Syſtem, 
and has the Advantage of Novelty to 
recommend it : I have often ſeen Contro- _ 
verſies try'd: by Scripture, Tradition, and 
Reaſon ;, but to compoſe a Difference by 
Legorithms, Sinus's, and Tangets is ex- 
traordinary : The Invention is worthy 
of your Wit, and of the ſame Piece 
with your Piety : In good time you 
may improve the Diſcovery, and find out 
the true Religion (as we do true Guineas) 
by the Weight. 32 Ip 
But if in England Tranſubſtantiation be 
falſe, it cannot be true in France, Spain, 
and Italy; and it in Europe our bleſſed 
Saviour bertelly God ; all- the Power of 
the Grand Seignor can never turn him 
into 4 meer Man in Afia :\In fine, if 
Mahomet be an Impoſtor in the Weſt, 
how can he be a Prophet in the 4 
For Truth is no Trimmer, it will not 
ſtand on both Sides of the Contraditti- 

ON, 82 | | 

It's evident therefore that God com- 
mands me to believe 0 either 
L 


—— — — E 


in England, or beyond Ses; nay, and ö 
engages his Authority to perſwade me? 


He threatens Hell, if I refaſe, and of- 


fers Heaven, if I conform. In England 
1 Honour him, by ſwearing Tranſub- 

ſtantiation is a meer Fiction, the Pro- 
duct of Ignorance, and Spawn of Super- 


ſtition; but this Tramont ane Honour car- 


ries damnation with it at Rome : here. 


'I miſt wear Tranſubſtantiation is a ve- 


ry real Thing; and ſo flie in the Face 
of my own Evidence. Perjury therefore 
in your Religion paſſes for an AQ high» ' 
iy meritorious, id eff, a ſcandalous Crime, 
For a moſt edifying Vertue. What mad 
Notions . do you frame of God? You 
Jevel him with Oates, and fling him be- 
tow Bedloe : You ſeem to acknowledge 
a Deity meerly to make him capable of 
Contempt, and Infamy. >. 
 Ariov. You miſtake me; I neither im- 
p_ God of Forgery, nor Impoſture; 
I do not queſtion his Veracity, nor 
Aquiat upon his Sanctity- I only main- 
tain he commands me to be a Proteſtant 
in England, and .a Papiſt at Rowe; to 
believe Chriſt is God in Queen Avr's 
Court, and that he is a meer Man in 
the Sultans; but he does not engage his 
Word far Truth of either Side. We”: 


Enſeb. 


Chriftian in Europe; he engages his Word 
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 Exſeb. And, I ſuppoſe, he commands 
you to profeſs Whiggi/m in the Am- 
fterdam Coffee- Houſe, id eft, to blend 
Faction with Religion, and Ins 
fidelity under Hypocriſy : For look you, 
Sir, you cannot poſſibly believe the Ar- 
ticles of the Church of Rome True, with- 
out pronouncing thoſe of the Church of 
England Falſe : For theſe are Negatives 
of the other; it God commands you 
to chop Beliefs with the. Climat, he 
cotnmands you to play the, Hypocrite, 
on one Side of the Water ; which is a 
Crime againſt the firſt Principles of 
Reaſon, and can no more be command- 
ed by God, than practisd by Man: 
For ſuch a Behaviour is a Burleſque ; 
a Satyr on all Religion; and by Con- 
ſequence on the Author and Object of 
it : | 


But again, if God commands me to 
be a Proteſtant 'in England, and a Pa- 
piſt at Rome; a Turk in Afa, and a 


for a Falſity; for the Church of Eng- 
land maintains the Articles of her Be- 
lief were reveal'd; the Church of Rome 
ſays the ſame, in Defence of hers; and 
the Mahomęt an Congregation lays all its 
Impoſtures on * : When 8 

12 ore 
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fore God commands you to be a Pro- 
teſtant, Papiſt, or Muſelman, he com- 
mands you to believe he has Reveal'd - 
the particular Tenets of theſe Seas, 
and conſequently avouches for the Truth 
of *em : For whatever he Reveals, muſt 
be true : Sv that to oblige you to be- 
lieve, he has Reveal'd ſuchia Point, and 
to engage his Word for the Truth of 
it, is one and the ſame Thing : Now the 
particular:Tenets of theſe Churches croſs 
upon one another, and therefore all can- 
not poſſibly be true; whence it follows 
that God engages his Authority for a 
Lye, and pawns his Veracity for a 
FalfgS60d : You ſubject his Sanity to, 
1 a Weakneſs we all bluſh at, tho' we all 
. 1% commit it, and even :level him with 
1 Knights of the Poſt. 

Moreover, if Chriſt be a meer Man; 
how can God command Chriſtians to 
Adore him ? And if he be God, how 
can he forbid the Turks, Neſtorians, and 
Arians to pay him Homage due to his 
Divinity? God can no more {trip him- 
ſelf of his Soveraignty, than of his Be- 
ing: He can as foon take a Creature 
into his Throne, as make over his}Title to 
Adoration - In a word, either Man can 
Offend, or he caunot ; if he n 


. 
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him bid farewell to all Religions, and 
take leave of Morality; let him model 
his Actions by Epicure, and his Faith 
by Protagoras But if he can offend; 
what claſhes more directly with all Laws 
Natural and Divine, than Idolatry ? If 
this Spiritual Inceſt be Innocent, what 
can be Criminal; and if God can com- 
mand ſo facrilegious an Action; what 
can he forbid ? l | 

Arioviſtus was pincht, he ſaw himſelf 
in the Toils, and knew not how to 
diſingage himſelf; his Concern flew to * 
his Face, and every Poſture ſhew'd Un- 
eaſineſs, and Anger. Come Sir (ſaid he 
: at laſt to Euſebius with a forc'd Smile) 
I have miſtakea my Errand, I came not 
| to: Diſpute, but to be Merry; let Ar- 
guments give place to a Bottle, it's more 
ſatisfactory to ſee the Bottom of 2 
Glaſs, than of a Queſtion; and to drain 
Bumpers, than Controverſies : We have 
run the firſt Heart, it's time to rub. _ 

Euſeb. You Latitudinarian Gentlemen 
are ſtrange Creatures; you hector Religion 
and Piety with ſuch a daring Confi- 
dence, when you are out of the Reach 
of an Ad verſary; that onezwould ſwear 
both Senſe and Reaſon had embrac'd 
your Intereſt : But when you receive a 

"_— I 3 Blow, 


W 


174 A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 
Blow, you retreat to Jeſts ; you par- 
ry againſt Proofs with Railleries, and 
oppole Laughter to Reaſon : To be plain, 
vou miſplace your Paſſions; you ſmile 
when you ſhould tremble; and laugh 
when you ſhould cry Had you any 
Apprehenſion of a God; you would 
dread thoſe Flames, that his eternal 
| Juſtice has prepar'd below to burn, not 
1 to conſume Blaſphemies; theſe hideous 
Flights of Prophaneneſs and Impiety 
would be Pain and Penance to you: You 
lay ſuchdefperateCommands to hisCharge, 
as «fit him rather for Contempt, than 
Veneration; and make him more wor- 
thy of Horror, than Adoration : -For 
if your Divinity be Orthodox; he abets 
Lyes, commands Idolatry, and perſwades 
Perjury; and ſo Mans Vices make up 
the Roll of his Perfections; and we muſt 
revere in him what all human Laws 

puniſh in us. | 
Ariov. You, are diſpos'd for a Touch 
of Polemicks : But if you are above 
the Laws of Decency and Breed- 
ing; 1 am not : I reſolve not to turn 
Clown for Company : I have to much 
Reſpect for my Lady to berclamorous 
in her Preſence ; and think it as 
gentile to Duel, as to diſpute N 
5 ws ore 
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fore her: Beſides we are upon Theolo- 
gical Niceties, unneceſſary to be known 
by the Learned; and impoſſible co he un- 
derſtood by the Vulgaar. 

Sir (ſaid the Lady) let not Ceremo- 
ny. break off the Conference: We ſtand 
not here upon Grimace, or Reſervedneſs; 
and tho? we did, your Defeat will at- 
tone for your Rudeneſs: To be plain; 

I am impatient to ſee your Vanity. 
luaaſht; your Pride diſciplin'd, and, your” 
rodomontading Genious penanc'd with 
Confuſion. How often in my Houſe have 
you not only made a Practice, but a 
Boaſt of Prophaneneſs, and defended the 
Crime, by committing a greater? Yow 
have Lampoor'd thoſe Gentlemen that 
durſt ſtand up in Defence of Religion, 
and daub'd 'em with the: Reproaches of 
Bigottry, and Superſtition; 7 queſtion 
their Judgments, and dubb'd 'em Fools, 
who would not ſwallow down all Re-- 
ligions; and bluſter'd with impoſing an 
Aiſurance, as if it were as eaſy to de- 
fend Libertmiſm, as to abett it. Sir, 
you are in fight of an Adverſary; look 
him in the Face; ſtand your Ground, 
and defend your Principles, or condemn 
'em by an Affdavit; that your Repen- 
tance may be as publick as the Scandal: 
I 4 Your” 
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176 A Gentleman iuſtructed, &c. 
Your Honour is at Stake, and there is 
no Mean between a Victory and an O- 


vertlirow. _ | 
This ſudden Tempeſt blown from an 


unexpected Quarter, ſoon rais'd a Tumult 
in Arzwviſtuss Breaſt ; Shame, Anger, and 


Revenge, broke looſe; and fan'd his Re- 


ſentment to ſuch a heigth, that it al- 


moſt ſtifled his Reaſon: He rolld a 
hundred Thoughts jn his Head ; and 


almoſt as many Reſolutions; yet he 


could not fix on any: To retaliate, was not 
only unmanly, but alſo uncivil; for tho 


-a Lady be not below a Man's Anger, 


ſhe is below his Revenge: To break off 
the Diſpute was diſhonourable ; and, to 
baffle Enſebixs difficult : However at laſt, 
having ballane'd his Fears with his Hopes, 


he concluded his Reputation would ſuf- 


fer leſs by continuing the Diſpute, than 
flying it: For tho' Euſebi»s might foil 
him with Reaſon, be thought himſelf ſu- 
perior at Raijllery 5 which oftentimes 


even Men of Parts miſtake for Wit, 


and receive for Reaſon. At leaſt he had 
found upon Experience, that Noiſe 1n 
Diſputes ſtands for Evidence, and that 


theſe carry off the Honour of Conquelt 


in the Opinion of the Audience, who 


ſpeak loudeſt, not who diſcourſe beſt: 


Theſe 


Gentleman inſtruited, &c. 177 
Theſe Conſiderations ſway'd him to ac- 
cept of a ſecond Engagement; where- 
fore turning himſelf firſt to the La- 
dy. 
a (ſaid he) I thought I ow'd 
your Character and Perſon ſome Reſpect, 
but ſeeing you are pleas'd to forego the 
Debt, I ſhall ſupercede the Payment 
] perceive Deference is ſometimes unac- 
ceptable; and: Civility clowniſh. I will 
therefore for the future take my Li- 
berty, and never ſtand off in Reſtraint 
or Ceremony. NESW 
Then addreſſing himſelf to Euſebius: 
Sir, continu'd he, you miſunderſtand me = 
| mean not that God commands us to 
Conform to the Religion of the State 
where we live. No; he permits us on- 
ly; like the royal Eagle he preys on 
Hearts; theſe he requires : So. that if 
we love, honour, and obey him, we keep 
up to the very Height of his Commands.. 
He permits all exterior Ceremonies, tho” 
vain, ſuperſtitious, and wicked; a good 
Intention ſanctifies an ill Action, and 
the Uprightneſs of our Hearts compounds 
for the Errors of our Worſhip: Infiae, 
Ur, God looks on all the Failures of our 
Underſtanding as pure Miſtakes, not. 
Crimes; and thoſe he cannot approve, ke 


Mus. 
15 Euſeb. 
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Enſeb. 1 underſtood yon before, and 
apprehend you -at preſent : You- draw 
the Theſis' into a leſs Compaſs, and 
turn God's Command into a bare Per- 
miſſion; id eft, I have driven you from 
one Retrenchment, and you are clapt 
behind another; but this is no more 
tenable, than the Firſt, and you will 
be forc'd to ſurrender. Tell me; 1 
God permit all Religions? 
Ariov. All that are; or ever were in 
the World. 

Euſeb. All? That Man certainly de- 
ſerves Damnation, that can find no Reli- 
Sion to his Gouſt - But do no Actions out- 
rage Nature ? 

Arioviſtus made a Pauſe ; and ſeem'd 
at a Loſs for an Anſwer He ſaw what 
Euſebiis drove at; and that he only 
coaſted the main Queſtion, to draw — 
into an Ambuſcade. Sir, ſaid he, 

vere is captious; and though ſome * 

of Opinion, that Vertue and Vice are 
— Names than Things; yet I con- 
deſcend fo far, as to grant that Mur- 
ders, Blaſphemies, and Adulteries, flie 
at Nature, and are in a very obvious 
and litteral Senſe criminal, and opprobri- 
ous. © 


Enuſeb, 


A Gentleman inſfruſted, &c. 179 
Euſeb. God, I ſuppoſe permits not 
theſe unnatural Aborte if he has 
no puniſhments in reſerve for ſuch 
profligate Offenders, under- rate Trai- 
geſſors may expect a Recompence. . 
Ariov. God diſapproves ſuch hideous 
Enormities, as ſhames Nature, and even 
entrench upon Breeding ; they deſerve 
Hell, and will feel it, unleſs Repentance 
appeaſe Divine Juſtice. _ . 

Euſeb. Why, then this Permiffion is. 
no more Univerſal, than the Command; 
for if God's Permiſſion comprehends 
not Crimes that aſſail Nature; it takes 
not in thoſe Religions, that inſult Na- 
ture in the very Act of Worſhip. Strike 
off the Catalogue, the Religion of the 
Me xicans, who to Honour their God, 
broke through all the Natural Laws of 
Juſtice, and Honeſty : For they firft in- 
vaded the neighbouring Provinces with 
Fire and Sword; and then rip'd open 
the breaſts of Twenty thouſand Cap- 
tives upon the ſacrilegious Altars of 
their barbarous Divinities, and by a 
bloody Metamorphoſis turn'd Cruelty in- 
to Plety ; an worſhip'd God, by pro- 
Phaning Nature. 


The 


180 A Gentleman inſtructed, xc. 
The ſuperſtition of the Peruvians lies 
open to the ſame Exception . Theſe ſa- 
vage Idolaters dy'd the Earth with the 
reeking Gore of human Sacrifices, and 
Rated their Temples with unnatural 


Proſtitutions; they train'd up Youths 


for that lewd Purpoſe, and hallow'd their 
moſt Religious Rites with the moſt flam- 
ing Abominations: In a word; Na- 


ture forbids, what their impure Gods 
commanded, and human Laws purge with 


Fire, the moſt eſſential Acts of their Re 
ligion. | 5 $8 0 
If we leave America, and Ship for 4- 


., we ſhall meet with the ſame Vices; 


tho” the People are mere civiliz'd, they 
are not leſs brutal, The Thracians, Hunt, 
and Phenicians worfhip'd their Dei- 
ties, by worrying their own Speczes, and 
fo- built their Picty on Murders, and 
Cruelty. In Africa the, Superſtition of 
the Carthaginians was more formidable 
than their Arms; and their Prieſts were 
more cruel in their Temples, than their 
Generals in the Field: They lock'd poor 


Tofants in the glowing Statutes of Sa- 


turn; and plac'd their Devotion rather 
in the Torment, than death of Inno- 
cents. The old Egyptians drown'd their 


Reaſon in Honour of Mars; and then 
pro- 


A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 181 
proſecuted their Devotion with Clubs 
and Swords; and he was judg'd the 
moſt Zealous, who had the leaſt of a2 
Man, and moſt of a Butcher. 2 
The Babilonians, and Phæniciant defil'd 
their Temples with Whoredom, and So- 
domy. Proſtitution always preceded Mar- 
riage; and thoſe Women who refus'd 
to Shave their Heads, were doom'd to 
expoſe their Honour, and to Adorn the 
Temple of Venus with the ſpoils of their 
Chaſtity : So that thoſe infamous Reli - 
gions branded Honeſty with Infamy ; 
they ſtigmatis'd Continence, ennobl 
Lewdneſs. *' 3 6 

I Bluſh at the very Thought of the 
Rites of Venus the Corinthian, where Wo- 
men were Ordain'd Prieſts by the moſt 
ſcandalous, and outragious Acts of Luſt ; 
and Conſecrated by Adulteries: They 
were Strumpets before they could be 
qualify'd for Prieſthood 5 and deſery'd 
Bridewell to be fit for the Altar. I 
ſuppoſe theſe Religions come not with- 
in the Pale of Permiſſion: For how can 
God permit. thoſe Actions good Men 
condemn, and Debauchees bluſh at ; that 
ſtartle Nature, and confound Wicked- 
edneſs ? He muſt take notice of ſach 
Enormities, or renounce Sanctity; — 

. mult 


182 A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 
muſt puniſh- em, or let fall his Claim 
to juſtice: In fine, he muſt maintain 
his Character. The Atheiſt who denies 
God, is leſs criminal, than he who wor- 
ſhips him with Murders, and Fornica- 
Fr 22 n 
HAriov. God permits not thoſe Reli- 
ions that affront Nature, and diſcard 
the firſt Principles of Reaſon':: When 
Temples become Slaughter-Houſes, and 
Prieſts Butchers; when the Stews are 
Conſecrated, and Adulteries Canoniz'd, 
it's time to ſeparate from ſuch Congrega- 
tions. | + 5 

Euſeb. You ſound a Retreat: Firſt 
God commanded to Conform to the 
the Religion of the Country where we 
dwell; then you turn'd his Command 
into a Permiſſion; and now you reſtrain 
this: Like the Parthians you fight in your 
Retreat, and place your Safety in your 
Heels : But this Expedient will not an- 
ſwer Expectation: ] have you in View; 
and will not leave the Chace, till I 
have have either run down your Impi- 
ety, or confounded it. But Sir, ſuppoſe 
a Montezuma ſhould threaten Death, un- 
leſs you abjur'd Chriſt for Y#zzlipurzds, 
would not God on fo preſſing an Oc- 

| caſion, 
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A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 183 
caſion, permit you to embrue your Hands | 
in human Sacrifices ? 
' Ariov. No Man living in a noble 
Way fears Death leſs than my ſelf : I 
would come into the ' World meerly to 
make a handſome Exit - Yet I would 
not part with my Life for a Ceremo- 
ny: My Belief is not untractable; it 
can bow upon Occaſions, and connive 
at thoſe Things it does not Approve: 
What is not Impious, is always Law- 
ful; and therefore I wow'd rather upon 
an Exigency, Conform, than Dye. Tho” 
I am fire there are Antipodes, I would 
not like that fooliſh Biſhop, maintain 
the Truth at the Expence of my Blood; 
this would be to trifle away Life ; and 
is rather a Demonſtration of my Fol- 
ly, than of the Roundneſs of the Earth. 
Should Montezuma Command me in 
his Dominions to abjure Chriſt ; I ſhould 
 Reverence his Orders: For the Supreme 
| Magiſtrates Will, is the Law of the 
Subject: But whether I might in Con- 
ſcience eſpouſe his Religion is a Caſe 
worthy of ſome ſober Reflections: For 
Life is a tender Thing; Self- preſerva- 
tion has Charms; and the unexpert- 
enc'd Condition of Separation is a ve- 
ry: lawful Pretext to ſtay in the Oye: 


184 A Gentieman inftratted, &c, 
To be fired, or baſtonnaded hence is a 
painful Operation, and we are not 

| —_ to ſuch a troubleſome Remo- - 
Val. 1 e 
Beſides Life (I conceive) was given us 
for noble Ends; and therefore we muſt 
not part with it, out of a Bravado: If 
we disband, and leave dur Colours 
without our great Maſters Leave, we N 
mall pay for our Defertion, and meet 
with a worſe Welcome from) an angry 
God in the next World, than from a 
barbarous Emperour in this. Seeing 
therefore I may give my Heart to 
God, whilſt I offer human Sacrifices to 
the Mexican Idol; I may rather conform, 
than. die for Diſobedience : For he who, 
forces, commits the Sin (if the Action 
be unlawful) not he who obeys by Com- 
pulſion. * ws ol KEW 
The Company ſtartled at this ſtrange 
Divinity: Amazement tied their Tongues ; 
and Horror run through every Joyat. . 
At laſt its well (cry'd Euſebius) we have 
both Scripture to appeal to, otherways 
we might be puzzled by the Impudence 
of thoſe, who treat Goodneſs unhand- 
ſomely by Practice, and unchriſtianly by 
_ defending their Exceſſes: Their Man- 
ners are ſo bad, that nothing can 4 | 
hs : | worle 


. | A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 1850 3 
worſe but the Wit and Confidence they. * 
employ to excuſt em. I ſee, continu- 
ed (Euſebius) you meaſure Man's Fer- 

fections downwards, and judge him 
more reaſonable, the leſs. he acts with 
Reaſon r 
You are a Leveller in Morality as 
well as in Religion, and make no Di- 
ſtinction between Vice and Vertue; or 
at leaſt with an extatick Tarn of the 
Heart, yon transform one into the 
other: This is Direction of Intenti- 
on with a Witneſs: A Man that can 
juggle the moſt flagitions Crimes in- 

to Piety, muſt be born under a ve- 

ry unfortunate Star to miſcarry. Vou 

may dip your Hands in Blood, plunge 

your Body into the very Sink of Lewd- 
neſs, and. with à ſafe Conſcience make 
over your Soul to the Devil; an Om- 
nipotent . Caſt of the Heart rectiſies 
all, a good Intention attones for a bad 

One. 8 al If 

But why did you juſt now exempt 
from the general Permiſſion thoſe Re- 
ligions, that in the Act of Worſhip af- 
front Nature? For you may turn our 

Heart to God every jot as well, when 

your Life is ſecure, as when its en- 

danger d; ſo that if Direction of In- 

; | | tention. 
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. - tention ſalves Couſcience on ſome Oc« 
cafons, it may on all: Do not Murders, 


Cruelties, and moſt unnatural Luſts turn 


upon Nature when my Life lies at Stake, 


as well as when it does not? Do they 


jar with Reaſon when I hazard Nothing 
and fawn upon it when I riſque Al ; 
Certainly Sins of this black Dye vary not 


with Circumſtances, they change not their 


Nature as the Cameleon does its Colour; 


their Blacknefs lies in the Complexion, 
not on the Fancy; they are always the 


fame, id eſt, od ious to God, and abominable 
in tlie Sight of Men. 3 

Tou fay Life was given us for noble 

Eads, and therefore muſt not be flung 


away, either in a Pet, or Bravado: It's 


true; but then what. can Imagination: 


frame more Noble, more Sublime; than 
the Defence of God's Honour, and out 
own Nature? Than to vindicate the juſt 


Rights, and Prerogatives of Vertue from 


the illegal Uſurpations of Vice? Theſe 
iſes are worthy of a Man; it's 
more glorious to Dye for ſuch a Cauſe, 


than to Conquer in the Field. When 
we Sacrifice our Lives for him who gave 


em, our Generoſity will be pleaded to 
Ad vantage, not only in the next World, 


kunt alſo in this. No Action is truly 


Glorious, 


A. Gentleman iuſtructed, &e. * 


Glorious, that is not Vertuous; and _ 


therefore your C2ſars and Alewander's 
in ſpite of al} Trophi 
in the Sight of God; their Temetity 

laught at By the Angels, and their Am- 
bition ſeverely puniſh'd by the Protect 
or of Orphans, and juſt Avenger of Pu- 
pils: They had nothing Great but —— 


and W their Glory 1 

Plunder, and their Renown from Slaugh- 
ter 3 but if they deſerve Praiſe for = 
ſacking Cities, for overturning Kitfy- 
doms, and invading Empires; we may 
make Panegyricks of Plagues, raiſe Tri- 
umphal Arches to Famines, and erect 
Statutes to Hurricans, or Innndations : 
In a word ; ; we live meerly to ſerve God; 

this is our End, and a noble One: Fab. 
ſion indeed, or Diſcontent, are ill Di- 
ſeaſes to Bye of, hut then Libertinifm 
is a dangerous Motive to live: Our 
Disobedience is no lefs Criminal, when 
we refuſe to quit our Poſt; upon Com- 
mand, than when we abandon it with- 
out Order: WE are diſchargu ef the 
Duty of Living, when we muſt purchaſe. 
Breath at the Expence of Conſcience; - 


ies are Infamous. 
is fe 


and certainly we forfeit Innocence, when . 


we commit, or abett Murders or " Adul- 
teries; z and by Conſequence, a Man muſt 
| Part; 


— 
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* part with Life, when he cannot keep it 
without Treaſon againſt Nature, and 
* Rebellion againſt its Author. - 
| But, I ſuppoſe, + the noble End you 
[ propoſe to your ſelf; is to ſpin out Life, 
| as long as the Thread will reach; to 
, ſtretch Nature to its utmoſt, and not 
U to venture one ſingle Puls, but upon 
| good ſecurity of Pleaſure - You had ra- 
[| ther ſpend it in the ſervice of Venus, 
[ than of Vertue ; rather conſume by Inches, 
[| and paſs through a Courſe of Phyſick, 
* or a Sweating-Tub into the next World, 
| than to be Well one Moment, and Dead 
the next: If you call this a noble End, 
i you will be at a Loſs to aſſign an in- 
| famous one: Ia ſhort, you are Nai 
into your firſt Error, and only defend 
it with a new- found Extravagance: The 
Amendment is ridiculous and impious 
into the Bargain. „ 

' , Arioviſtus ſaw be had ſpoke his Min 
too frankly, before an Audience unac- 
gauainted with ſuch libertine Principles, 
| and therefore he very nicely confeſs'd 
1 he had hitherto plaid the Fool. Sir, 
[ (faid the to Euſebiu) though ſome abett 

| the Doctrine I have-delver'd, yet it 
Aiſpleaſes me: I cannot cloſe with ſuch 
wild Ideas of Religion, and rather pro- 
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 » A Gentleman inflratted, Re. 189 
pos'd *em as a Jeſt, than a Truth: I can- 
not commit a Crime to ſave my Skin; 
nor even purchaſe Life at the Price ot 
Murder, or Adultery; and therefore I 
freely grant, that thoſe Religions that 
enjoyn Abominations in their Rituals and 
Liturgies, are out-dated, and exem 
from the general Permiſſion. ALS hats 
Euſeb. I muſt own you have made a 
handſome Retreat; you have given a prety 
Turn to a monſtrous Principle ; but for oþ 
the future, pray remember, that to Blaf- 
pheme in Jeſt, is to Sin in Earneſt. All 
other Religions at leaſt are Stanch, are | 
they not? I put this Queſtion to-avoid * 
Miſtakes, for we have been to Day upon 
the Blunder. | | | 
Ariov. They are. | + 
 Eufeb. Remember your Conceſſion, for 
by and by we ſhall diſcard all the ido- 
latrous Worſhips of the Old World, to- 
rether with thoſe of the New: The 
Roman, Grecian, and old Aſſyrian Poly- 
theiſm, will no more paſs Muſter, than 
that of Mexico, or Peru. Jupiter, Apollo, 
Mars, Juno, and Minerva will be kick d 
out of R bby, ea as well a Farzuls 
put li. Will God be worſhip'd as an E- 
ternal Being, or as à Creature? As 
Rational, or Irrational? As infinitely 
a | | Holy, 
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Holy, or as an Adulterer, "Drunkard, 
or Murderer ? 
Arioviſtus ſaw the Drift of this ure, 
and was at a Stand for a handſome 
Aunſiver ; he perceiv'd himſelf — 
paſs'd on all Sides, and knew not which 
way to evade the Dan ob To dag 
uires to be honour'd; as a Being 
finite Holy, infinite Wiſe, Eternal — * 
nd ant, was to give up the Cauſe 


without Diſpute, and to acknowledge 
himſelf foil'd before the Combat On 


the other Side, he durſt not venture to 
affirm, God is content to be worſhip'd 
as à Creature, an Adulterer, or a Mur - 


derer; he thought ſuch hideous Abſur- 


dities would —— upon the Ears of his 
Auditors, unaccuſtom'd to Blaſphemies, 
and ill diſpos'd to hear em without 
Indignation. | 

The Gentleman that came with him, 
ſaw his Concern, and reſoly'd to difin» 


gage his Friend from the Embansas.; 


wherefore (turning himſelf to Euſchins) , 


the Anſwer (ſaid he) to your Quere in 


my Opinion is obvious: God 7 
that Worſhip which correſponds to the 
natural Knowledge we have of him; 
now Nature — he is a Being Erer- 


nitely | 


— — 


nitely Holy, therefore God commands us 
to Adore him under this Notion. - + 
Enſeb. You have brought 
yerſy to the very Point I defir'd, and 
have utterly defeated your Friend's Sy- 


ſtem: For if God muſt be Ador'd as 


Eternal, » infinitely Wiſe, in- 


Reign of Jupiter, Apollo, 


God as the Romans did; much lefs had 
it been lawful in Egypt to adore an 
Onion, an Ox, 4 Crocodile, or a Hyppo» 
potamus ; for theſe Creatures have no 
perfection, that comes near thoſe noble 
Attributes of Eternity, and Independence. 
Sat urn was Jupiter's Father, June his 
Siſter; ſo that their Nativity muſt fall 
infinitely ' ſhort of Eternity; it's of 2 
very freſh» Date, of a late Edition, and 
younger than Time : They had-a Father, 
and therefore are Dependent: Their 
Sanctity kee 
ty: Jupiter welter'd in his Father's 
Blood, and then.uſurp'd his Kingdom; 
ſo that he rather deſerv'd to be: flung 
into the Tybur with a Cock, and a Ser- 


pent, than to be ſeated in the Capitol; 
and the Gemonie better ſuited with. his 


Crimes, than an Altar. Juno was a A⁰ν; 


& 


Gentlemen inftraited, bc. gx 


the Contro- . 


nitely Holy; had I been at Rome in the 


I could not have beliey'd nor talk'd of 


Pace with their Eterni- 


192 _ A Gentlemin iuſtructed, &c. 

' _ even to her Brother; and as infamous 
| for Scolding, as her Inceſt.: She deſerv-C c 
ö at leaſt a Houſe of Correction for the 
/ firſt Crime, and a Ducking-Stool for the 
4 Second. Mercury was a Fack of all Trader; 
ſametimes heplaid the Piper, ſometimes the 
Sharper; he turnꝰd Poſt-Beꝝx upon Occaſi- 
ons, and then Cut-Puſe: And to-ſhew 
the World he could ſtoop to the haſeſt 
Crimes, as well as the meaneſt Employ- 
ments, he ſet up for a Pimp, a Pander, 
and Procurey. Apollo may be ſaid: better 
than his Father, only becauſe - he was 
| not quite ſo bad: His Amours were 
| | without Number, as they. ers without 
Shame: The Heathen Theologie ſeems to 


| have drawn in this Perſon, the Picture 
J of à perfect Beau; for it allow'd him 
ſome Wit, more Beauty, a World of 
Impudence, but no Conſcience. Theſe 
were Divinit:es of the firſt Claſs; majo- 
rum Gentium; God's of Quality and Fi- 
gure; in fine, of the upper Houſe: And 
yet Partiality it ſelf, would not have 
clear'd 'em at any Bar : I except the 
Right of Ignoramus Furies, when Crimes 
found Mercy, and JInmucence  *Haul- 
ters. The Egyptian Deities OHris and 
Anubis were of the ſame Stamp; they 
were neither better, nor more Ancient, 
Than theſe of Rome and Greece. Now, 
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A Gentleman Inſtructed, &c. 193 
Now, Sir, if God Commands us to 
worſhip him as an eternal and indepen- 
dent Being; we can't clap in, with a 
Roman, Grecian or Egyptian Congtegation; 
nay nor with any Idolatrous one, that 
is, or ever was in the World: For they 
tell us, God is a Man, a Woman, a 
Snake, a Tree, a Crocodile and a Red- 
Cloath : But its evident theſe poor Crea 
tures can claim no Right to Eternity, 
much leſs to Independance; therefore 
had I liv'd in theſe blind Ages, when 
Serpents crawPd upon Altars, and Mon- 
{ters invaded Temples; I could not 
roſtrate my Self before em; - I muſt- 
ave proteſted againſt the Impiety, and 
rather have fallen by the Magititates 
Hand, than have paid Obedience to his 
Again, God will be worſhip'd as n- 
nitely holy: How then can you fall pro- 
ſtrate before an inceſtuous Jupiter, a 
theiving Mercury, a bloody Mars, a 
peeviſh | Juno or. a "proſtitute. Venus? 
Such Crimes entertain no Commerce 
with Sanctity; their Place is Hell, not 
Heaven; and the Criminals rather de- 
ſerve Infamy and Tortures, than Ado- 
ration. Does he adore God as infigite- 
_ ly Aly, who — him guilty 


* 1 ar, , 


194 A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 
of Inceſt, Murder, Felony, and even of 
thoſe Offences that fright and ſtartle 
Nature? That put to the Bluſh, not 
- only the Modeſty of the Innocent, but 
_ alſo the very 1 the Guilty? 
In fine that infect Hell, and plague the 
Damned? CH . 
Ts Moreover God requires to be ho- 
 - nour'd as a Being infinitely Wiſe; by 
what Rule therefore can you, with thoſe 
of Coromandel ſay and believe he is an 
Ape? With the Romans, Grecians and 
all the other idolatrous People of the 
| _— wes a Man, a mou Ot 
with the itious Egyptians, he is 
3 Lp you, a Wolf, a Cole 75 Some 
of theſe fantaſtical Deities are even void 
of Senſe, much more of Reaſon ; and 
the Men-Divinities have left Poſterity 
no other Marks they had Reaſon, but 
their Crimes: We know they had ſome 
Wit, by the enormous Abuſes of it ; their 
Wiſdom had a ſmall Reach, it went 
no” farther, than to lay Snares for fond 
Boys, or for ſimple Girls. Seeing there» 
fore all the Idolatrous Worſhip that ever 
was in the World, fince the Birth of 
Polytheiſm to this very Moment, claſhes 
with thoſe Notions under which God 


will be adored, you can go more 72 : 
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A Gememus inflratted; &c. 195 
with any Idolatrous Congregation, than 
with its Crimes. It remains therefore, 
that God's Permiſſion is no more Uni- 
yerſal, than his Command; and tho? 
at firſt you were pleas'd to extend it 
to all Religions except two or 3 

4 you muſt now turn the Tables and ex- 
clude all but two or three. So that to 
conclude, that great Principle, we | 
conform to the Religions of thoſe Countries 
where we live, is not only notoriouſly = 
falſe, but alſo Scandalous to Extraya- 

__» 2 33 2 

5 Ariov. You fancy I am run a Ground, 

and that you have wounded my Princi- 
le beyond Recovery: But ſtay: You 
ave been upon the Ramble, and miſta- 

ken your Way: You reaſon upon à falſe 

Bottom; for you ſuppoſe Heathens 

worſhipt Creatures, and paid Homage 

to Statues; whereas moſt certainly t 

ador'd the true God under thoſe fenfible 

Reſemblances; nor can * reaſonably 

preſume they worſhipt den, Statues or 

Beaſts unleſs. you ſuppoſe em Fools, 

to make 'em impions. I might then 

with a ſafe Conſcience adoreFupiter, Apo 
and Venus at Rome; and wou'd ag 

(were I in the Indies) bend” before R 7 

or in Japan before Zacus: For theſe 

hy K 2 Viſible 


* * 
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196 A Gentleman inſtructed, &c; 

Viſible Objects are but dark Emblems; 

or different Names of God bleſſed for 

evermore. Though therefore God Com- 
mands me to adore him, as eternal, in- 
dependent, infinitely Holy, and infinitely 

Wiſe. he. has not determin'd under what 

Name: Tho' we call him Jupiter, Mars 

or Apollo, he Scorns to formalize: If 
Ram, Zacas or Amidas he will not pet: 

A great Name adds not a Grain to his 
Perfections, nor can a vulgar Appellati- 
on diminiſh them. In fine Reaſon teaches 

us his Nature, but his Name we learn 

| from Cuſtom; and this will vary. till 

| you bring all Languages to their primi- 
tive Unity: So that, methinks, you have 


| all this while skirmiſht with a Shadow, 
or fenc't with a Nothing: You have 
[t  raisd a ſottiſh Idolatry in your Brain, 
|| meerly to deſtroy it: But great Wits 
often miſtake the. Queſtion, as well as 
| great Blockheads : Like ill bred Spaniels 
1 they run at Check on a falſe Sent; 
[| fluſh their own Fancies for their Ad- 
''  . verſaries Opinion; and cry Victory when” 
ttey have handſomely laſht their own 
C 8 
l Euſeb. Becauſe juſt now I put you in 
Mind of ſome Miſtakes, and cenſured 
j Aexerely a Vein of Shuffling a” / 
| San | ro. . 
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A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 107 
thro' all your Diſconrſe, you very fairly 
cruize for Reprizals, and wou'd fain 
bring me in Guilty of the ſame Over- 
ſight, I have legally prov'd upon you: 
Believe me, Sir, 1 have not caper'd in 
the Air. I aim'd at your Principle and 
have hit it; and you are ſenſible enough 
Jam come up to the very Point in 
Debate; and ſo ſtart a new Queſtion, 
either to entangle me, or to delude the 
Audience. But I intend not to wade 


far in this Controverſy, whether the pu. 
gans adored the true God under the Shape 
of Jupiter, Apollo, &. Doctor Stiller, 


maintain'd they did, but all impartial 

Men wiſh he had employ'd his Talents 
on a more defenſible Subject; for cer- 
tainly his Reputation ſuffer'd in the En- 
terprize, and he had ſhew'd more Judg- 


ment in Stepping over ſo nice a Point, 


than he did Wit, in treating it ſo little 
to the Purpoſe. enn ONS 

However becauſe you have flung this 
Difficulty in my Way, I muſt take ſome 
Notice of it; not that the Iſſue of our 
preſent Diſpute depends on the Deciſion, 
of this Queſtion ; but becauſe I am re- 
ſolv'd to give you full Satisfaction. I 
lay then; That the Fleathens did not adore 
the true God, under the Names of jupiter, 


R3 Mars, 


* 


198 A Gentleman inſtratted, &c. _ 
Mars, Apollo, &c. and this is ſo ma- 
nifeſt a Truth, that a Man muſt ſhut 
his Eyes to overlook it: Dij nan fuerumt 
ah aterns, ſed ita eorum quiſquis nat us eff 
wt nos naſcimur. Tour G LY (ſays Athena- 

goras to the Gentils) are not eternal, they 
were all born, as we are: And Min. Felix 

Jaughs-at the Pagans for adoring thoſe 

as Gods, who were. born and died like 

Men: Maniſeſtum eſt homines illos fuiſſe, 
qu, & ,natas, legimus, & mortuos Scimis. 


1 St. Qyprian de Idol. Van. proves the 

| | | were not Gods, becauſe they had been 

1 Kings. Deos non eſſe, quos colit Vulgus, 

| j ' hinc notum eſt : Reges enim fuerunt 5 And | 
| ' when ſome Gentils (to delude thoſe 

I's Chriſtian Arguments they could not an- 

| | ſwer) had the Impudence to deny they 

[. | workſhi pt any Man, Arnobi us confutes 


their wretched Evaſion, and proves 


p home upon *em, they. really adored Men 
 - tho” they bluſht to own the folly /b. 1m, 
ont. Gent. Vos hominem nullum colitis 2 non 


h num vel alium ? non innumeros alias? 
uin imo non omnes, quos in templis Veſtris 
mort alium ſuſtulistis ex numero, & calo 
ſideribusque donaſtis ? Et infra Jam pro- 
Tu diſcetss quibus flaguli patribus, qui- 

matrilus fuerint procreati; qua in re- 
gieus nat is qua gente, que fecerint, egerint, 

58781 Per- 
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A Gentleman inſtratted, &c. 199 
pertulerint. But to put an End to the 


Controverſy; take a Turn to the Capitol, 


and you will ſee what Opinion the Pa- 


gans had of Jupiter, qui ejus nutricem in 
Capitolio poſuerunt, who placed his very 
Nurſe, Wite, Siſter, and - Daughter in 
this auguſt Temple. I might here bring 


a Cloud of Wirneſſes, who liv'd and 


convers'd with Heathens, who ſtudied _ 
their prophane Theology to confute it; 
who were Men of Learning and Probi- 


ty, and never calumniated an Adverſa- - 


ry to oppreſs him; But what I have 
ſaid ſuffices to Convince a rational Man, 
that the Pagans adored Creatures, not 
the Creator under borrow'd Names as 
you pretend. pb 
Ariov. Indeed the Vulgar might poſ- 
ſibly miſtake the Fables of Homer for 
Articles of Religion; and model their 
Faith by Ballads: They might devide 
God into Sex, and Worſhip Men and 
Women before Statues their Repreſen- 
tativesz but you muſt grant this groſs 
Impiety concern'd only the Rabble ; the 
Philoſophers and leading Men were 
above ſuch an Abſurdity. : 
Euſeb. No doubt the Philoſophers 
Condemn'd in their Hearts thoſe very 
Deities they ador'd; but their Practice 
|. HS varied 


7 
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of Philoſophers, but of Poets. -_ 
chi vult iſta non poetica ſed inimica p 
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A Gentleman iuſtracted, &c. 


| et from their judgment, and tho? 
they were Theiſts in the Schools, they 
were Polytheifts in the Temples. God 


was not worſhipt according to the Ideas 


Varietas, - Deos ſecundum Philoſophos in li- 


bris querere, ſecundum poetas im templis 
2 Au 1 lib 2 de Conſen. Evan. Cap. 


And if you doubt of this, I muſt 


deßre you once more in St. Auſtin's 


Name to enter into the Capitol; this 
was the Seat of Jupiter O. M. id eſt of 


Nomes ſupream God. Here you will 


find Amalthea a Goat, who nurs'd this 


. Deity; his Siſter, Wife and Daughter ; 


evident Arguments the Romans thought 


he was a Man to whom they paid ſu- 


preme Honour: For if they thought he 
was eternal, why gave they him a Nurſe? 


If independent, why did they confeſs he 


ow'd his Preſervation to Goats Milk ? 
And then : If he were not a Man, what 


did he with a Wife? Or how came he 


by a Daughter? Do not tell me, theſe” 


are Poetical Inventions; I know they 


are: But theſe Fables were expos'd by 


the Heathen Divines, and culPd out of 


Poems to piece up Religion; they were 

. its ene yet believ'd by ſome, 

* and 
| - 


ane ' 


4 Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 201 
and reverenc'd by all. In fine if Poets 
invented 'em the Prieſts adopted em; 
they were convey d from the Stage to 
the Temple by Blindneſs and Superſti- 
tion, — what Men laught at in one 
Place they adored in the other. Nun- 
quid & Capitolia' Romanorum opera ſunt 
Poetarum ? Auguſt. Lib. 6. de Ci. Des.. 
But if we ſuppoſe againſt Scripture, 
againſt the Authority of Pagans them- 
ſelves, and the concurrent Teſtimonies 
of Ages; that the Heathens did adore 


the ſupream God Bleſſed for evermore 3 


this will not better your Cauſe, nor 
prejugice mine: For ſtill, its as clear 
as plain Fact can make a Thing, that 
when they worſhipt him under the Shape 
of Jupiter, they clapt upon his infinite 


Sanctity Rapes and Adulteries: They im- 


peacht him of Roberies under the No- 
tion of Mercury, of Cruelty under that 
of Mars, Cc. Nay they ſtript him of 
all Wiſdom under the Figures of Beaſts, 
and even of Senſe under thoſe of 
15, Fire and Water. If therefore we 
are obliged to adore God as a Being 
2 independent, inſinitely holy aud in- 

:tely Wiſe; you could not believe, nor 


worſhip God, as the old Heathens did, 


nor can you go over to any Pagan So- 
| X ciet 


202 A Cantleman inflrutted, ce. 
cieeg that now js, either in the East 
or Weit Indies : For the? they do wor- 
fhip: the true and inviſible God, under 

_ viſlble- and material Images, yet they 
charge him with a thoufand Impertinen- 
etes, deſtructive to thoſe Notions under 
x _ which he commands Worſhip. So that 
l we muſt reform your Theſis, and daſh 

L ont of the univerſal Permiſſion, not on- 
two or three, but two or three 


1 : 
l | | ſand Religions eſtabliſht in the 
\F World by Cuſtom, and maintain'd by 
all the Supports of Force and Authori- 
I ty: For they outrage Nature, and bur- 
| i leſque God's . moſt ſacred Attributes; 
1 rifle his Majeſty, entrench upon 
| his Wiſdom, aſperſe his SanQity, and 
, turn his very Being into Farce and 
I Raille x. | N 
1 Ariouiſtus was at a Nonplus, and his 
Concern fle to his Face : Nay, his u- 
Fi ſual Confidence withdrew, and even 
1 Raillery the laſt Defence of Libertines 
deferted him; fo that he made 'a Fi- 
gure worthy of laughter and compaſſion: 
At laſt, he reſolv'd to gain Time for 
Reflection, and therefore addreſſing him- 
Hi felf. to the Lady; Madam (ſaid he) 1 
have almoſt talk'd my ſelf out of 
breath, an Hours reſpite will not be 
5 4 unſeaſo- 


— 


-\ . 


unſeaſonable; with your leave, we wall 
put off the Concluſion: till che Evea- 
ig: ann TEE 4 
Upon Condition (anſwer'd the Lady) 
you'll return to the Conference, or co 
demn your Principles 


A Gentloman inſtiutted, 


Ariov. Pll be bound for 
rance, or if; you ask better Security e,. 
my Friend I preſume, will give in Bail 
for my Forth- coming: Then turning him- 
ſelf to Euſebins 5 we are (continu'd-they 
min the Pit, and muſt fight it ont: There 
is no place left for Retreat. Leaving 
the Company he walk'd into the 'Gat- 
den, rather to conceal his Chagrin, than 
to take the Air: And indeed I wonder 
not at his Concern; for it's obſerv'd, 
that tho' Libertines hate Conſcience; 
they are fond of Honour; they are 
Creatures made up of Pride and Arro- 
gance, and therefore neither know how 
to bear an Advantage with Moder 
tion, nor a Diſappointment with Pa- 
tience. MR Fry (ny? 19+ 971 29. 
When he was gone : I am ſurprisd 
(ſaid the Lady) at the Gentleman's Con- 
fdence; ſurely his Aſſurance weighs more 
than his judgment; why elſe will he 
bring his Cauſe to another Hearing? 
I love not to laugh at another ey 
„ 85 


204 A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 
1 Misfortune, nor to draw Pleaſure from 
his Confuſion: But, me thinks, I can't 
be ſorry to ſee, Irreligion puniſh'd in 
its grand Protector: Humiliations work 
more on a Libertine's Underſtanding, 
than Demonſtration; and thoſe that 
can't be argu'd out of looſe Principles, 
are ſometimes ſnam'd out of 'em. 
Were the Vertue of Arioviſtus equal 
to his Wit (ſaid his Friend) nothing 
could be more Accompliſh'd than he; 
but I muſt own, his Morals are bad, 
and his Principles worſe : He laughs at 
the Difference between Good and Evil: 
And I have heard him fay, No Sin is 
blacker, than the very Thinking there is 
any : Nay ; he defines Sin, a rs that ſome 
live by inveighing againſt, and others by 
practicing. And hence it is, that he, not 
only makes a Practice, but a Boaſt of 
Sin, and defends it with as much Greedi- 


neſs as he commits it. 
Euſeb. But Sir, tho' ſuch Men carry 
off the Reputation of Wit, they have 
too little of the Man, to be the Stan- 
dard of Mankind : We are not (God 
be thank'd) Fools enough to take Scoffs 
for Arguments, not Raillery for Rea- 
ſon: He is a great Ignoramus, who knows 


not that it's eaſier to ſport with Ver- 
tue, 


— 


A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 205 
tue, than to practiſe it: Indeed, if Ari- 
oviſtus could jeſt Sin into Nothing, his 
Mirth would not be unreaſonable : But 
the wild Humour of a Debauchee, cannot 
work upon the Nature of things :- Wit 
may dive into Eſſences, but not tranſ- 
mute *em. However, I hope to reaſon 
the Gentleman out of Conceit both of his 
Wit and Religion, and to perſuade him 
that_thoſe are Fools, who ſport them- 
ſelves into Hell; and that none more 
certainly do ſo, than thoſe who make 
a Jeſt of Sin, and a Pagent of Religion: 
For tho' a Man who dares defie God, 
and look Damnation in the Face, may 
be Witty, I am ſure he is ſuperlative- 
ly Fooliſh.” Eudoxws was no leſs mor- 
tify'd than Arioviſtus, He was not in- 
deed concern'd at his diſgrace; no, he 
rather felt Symprons of Indignation than 
of Pity; and wiſl'd he had defended 
his Poſt with greater Bravery, or ren- 
der'd it with more Ignominy : For ha- 
ving been deluded by Arioviſtus, he 
thought the Weakneſs of his Defence 
would glance upon his own Reputation, 
-and that the World would tax him of 
Levity, or Simplicity, for embracing 
Latitudinarianiſm upon ſo weak Grounds. 
One wou'd ſwear, ſaid he in a * 

eſe 
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theſe Men by their Talk. had engroſs'd 
all the Wit of the Nation, as well as 
the Vices ; yet bring 'em to the Touch- 
ſtone, and you'll find nothing but Droſs; 
they argue as ill as they believe, and 
are as great ſtrangers to Reaſon, as to 
Vertue; they Diſpute no more metho- 
dically than they live, and are as weak 
in Principle, as violent in Paſſion. Eu- 
doxus was going on, when Dinner put 
an end to his Invective. Arioviſtus had 
not walk'd away his Reſentment, he 
brought it to Table, and even diſco- 
ver'd it by endeavouring to conceal it": 
He run up Pleaſantry to affection, and 
made himſelf ridiculous, not to. appear 
in a Paſſion : So that the Lady told him 
with a Smile, He was merry out of Vex- 
ation; but Arioviſius let the Compliment 
fall, thinking it the beſt way, to con- 
nive at a petty Affront he durſt not 
revenge; and fo they enter'd upon a 
Converſation of indifferent Subjects. 


DIA 
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DIALOGUE XII. 


Arioviſtus is forc'd to confeſs, that one 
only Religion is Saving. 


Wig Lady invited the Company. 
into the Garden after Dinner 
She was impatient to ſee the Hiirz of 
the Difpute, which ſhe hop'd wound 
prove difadvantagious to Arioviſtn i: 
Nay, the morning's Succeſs had not on- 
ly alaid her Fears, but even given her 
an Aſſurance, that Truth would tri- 
umph over Falſity, and Religion over 
Impiety ; beſides ſhe flatter'd herſelf, her 
Son would profit by Arioviſtus's Misfor- 
fortune, and deſert - thoſe Tenets his 

Maſter was not able to defend ; for he 
was diſſatisfy'd with the morning's Per- 
formance, and the Abilities of Ariovi- 
ſtus came not up to his Expectation: 
He ſaw him always upon the Retreat, 
and that he rather ſhuffl*d than argu'd 3 
he ſcarce durſt look an Argument in 
in the Face; and tho? he ſometimes fenc'd 
off Blows, he never gave any: In fine, 
he turn'd ſhort upon himſelf, and ge- 


nerally confuted one Reply by the con- 
1 trariety 
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trariety of the other; ſo that Eudox 
ſuſpected the Cauſe of Arioviſtus was no 
better than the Defence of it, and that 
he pleaded it, becauſe it was deſtitute of 
Reaſon. | | 

After a Turn or two in the Garden, 
the Lady leading the. Company into an 
Arbor; me thinks (ſaid ſhe to Arioviſtus) 
this Place was made for Converſation ; 
we have both Time and Convenience to 


* 


give a ſecond Hearing: You are I am 


ſure a Gentleman of your Word. 
Ariov. Madam, I deſire nothing more: 


Leet us then continu'd, he turning himſelf - 


to Euſebius, begin where we broke off this 
Morning : Be pleas'd Sir to remember, 
{ caſt before you a Scheme of thoſe 
Religions that are A- la- mode among our 
young Town- Sparks. Some are fo a- 
mazingly Irreligious, as to turn Religi- 


on into a Trick of State; they ſay it's 


a Slave to Government, and cannot o- 


plige till it paſs into Law, but then 


it's Binding, though never ſo Execra- 


ble. 


Others retrench from this Command, 
theſe Religions that welter in Blood, 
and flame with Proſtitution: Such Re- 
ligions, they ſay, are fram'd for Cyclops, 
and calculated for Sodom and Gomorrba J 


—ͤ— 
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A Man muft turn a Lyon, or Baboon, 
to practice the Duties of ſuch Churches, 
and a Devil to command 'em: Where 
fore they ſtigmatize the Believers of 
ſuch ſcandalous Tenets, and throw both 
the Credenda, and Agenda ont of the 
Pale of God's Permiſſion : . But then, a 
few excepted, all others, they ſay, are 
allow'd of; a good Intention rectifies 
their Errors, and even compounds for 
Idolatry its ſelf ; it perſwades God to 
wink at Impiety; and to take Affronts 
for Veneration. This is, no doubt, to 
treſpaſs upon his Goodneſs, to make 
bold with his Greatneſs, and to treat 
his Majeſty with Scorn and Contempt. 
The Company ſmiFd, and admir'd no 
leſs the Gentleman's Confidence, than 
the Contrivance ; by this little Artifice 
he very handſomly heav'd the Shame of 
the Defeat from himſelf to thoſe youn 
Sparks, whoſe Perſwaſion he pretend 
to defend: But the Impoſture lay too 
open to trapan the Company, for he 
diſputed not as Second, but as Principle, 
and pleaded his own Cauſe, not others: 
But thoſe Men are above the Niceties 


of Honour, or Pundtilio's of Conſci- 
ence. | 


Euſebius 


, 
| | 
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Euſebhius knew not well how to mos 
del his Countenance, he was both temp- 
ted to laugh, and to frown; for the 
Turn was witty, tho* impudent. At 
laſt ; Sir, ſaid he to Ariovi ſtuu, I thought 
you had undertaken the Defence of your 
own Religion, not of John an Oakes ; 1 
love not to encounter Kepreſentatives, 
nor to engage with Corporations by proxy. 


However, I am glad you have chang'd 
Sides, and left the Poſt of an Advocate 


for that of an Accuſer ; we have at leaſt 
made ſome Progreſs : For now it's a- 
greed on, that in ſpight of Mr. Hobbs 
and his Proſelytes, the Laws of Com- 
mon-wealth muſt not be the Standard 
of our Faith ; that God permits not 
(much leſs commands us) to convene 
with thoſe Congregations in Religion, 
that countenance Impieties; in fine, that 
Idolatry invades God's Right, ſtrikes at 
his Prerogative, and draws upon his ve- 
ry Perſon : So that in Concluſion, thoſe 


Religions that are permitted, take up 


but little Room, and may be caſt up 
without the help of Arithmetick : Now 
Sir, favour us with a Draught of your 
Tenets. 


Ariov. 
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Ariov. With all my Heart, I neither 
bluſh to acknowledge my Religion, nor 
fear to defend it: It's upright in its 
Principles, and reaſonable in the Appli- 
cation : It's fitted for all Capacities; 
the Peaſant comprehends it, and the 
Philoſopher admires it: In a word, m 
Religion is, what Men call Nataral: It's 
of the ſame Date with our Nature, and. 
came into the World with Adam: God 
printed every Article of it in our Hearts, 
before the Invention of the Preſs, and 
it's propagated by Generation: We car- 
ry our Goſpel and Prophecies within us, 
which can neither be corrupted by Ma- 
lice, Ignorance, or Inadvertency. Our 
Creed is plain, and our Decalogue ſhort, 
but comprehenſive. We believe a God, 
Maler of Heaven and Earth; a God that 
puniſhes Vices, and rewards Vertue, he re- 
quires no Sacrifice but of our Hearts, no 
Reſpect, but Awe of his Grandure, and Obe- 
dience to his Commands; nor does his Law 
put any Precept upon us but this, Do 48 you 
would be done by. | 

This Religion is Univerſal : It's nei- 
ther confin'd to Time, nor Place: It 
takes in all Ages, and runs thro' all 
Climats : It obliges the Moſt incult Na- 
tions of the World, together with = 
| mo 


- 
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moſt Polite; and becaufe all know its 
Precepts, no Man is exempted from their 
Obedience: Yet it permits thoſe Rites 
and Ceremonies though vain and ſuper- 
ſtitious, which claſh not with the above- 
mention'd Tenets : But the very Mo- 
ment a Religion coins an Article, op- 
poſite to the Belief of a God, or con- 
trary to the grand Attributes of his 
Sanctity, Wiſdom, Juſtice, or Mercy; 
when it refuſes to this all- powerful Be- 
ing an Acknowledgment of Depèndence, 
and withal reverſes this great Law of 
Nature, Quod tibi non vis fieri alters ne 
fereris; I jay the Moment a Religion 
falls into ſuch bare- fac'd Impieties, it be- 
comes ſacrilegious and a bominable: And 


for this reaſon, I extend God's Permiſſion 


to Three only Religions, the Chriſtian, 
Jewiſh, and Mahometan ; for theſe alone 
ſtand upon the Law of Nature; they 
inſtill moſt excellent Principles, and re- 
gulate our Duty to God, and our Obliga- 
tion to Men. | | 

Euſeb. Do you ſpeak your own 
Thoughts? I put the Queſtion for a 
Caution againſt Miſtakes, for we have 
play'd away the Morning at croſs Que- 

ions. 


Ariov. 
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Ariov. It's my Opinion, and will ſtand 
the moſt ſevere Teſt of Reaſon; No- 
thing material can poſſibly be brought 
againſt it. 

Euſeb. For all that, I hope to baniſh 
two of the three Religions out of the 
Permiſſion; nay, and force you to con- 
feſs there are no more Religions than 
Gods. A Man, you ſay, may commence 
a Jew, when he has taken the Pet at 
Chriſtianity, and change Baptiſm for 
Circumciſion; and when he has taken a 
Surfeit of the Thalmud, he may piouſly 
ſtrike off to Mecha, and truck the Pen- 
tateuch for the Alcoran. 

Ariov. He may. ; 
Euſeb. With a ſafe Conſcience, there- 

fore in England we may believe Chriſt 
is the true Meſſias, born of a Virgin, 
true God, and true Man; who dy'd for 
our Sins, and was butcher'd by our Ma- 
lice: But when we have given up our 
Names to a Rabbin, and are Adopted 
into one of the Tribes, we may change 
Language, and as ſafely proteſt the 
Meſſias is yet to come; that Chriſt is a 
meer Man, nothing different from o- 
thers, but that he was more Criminal; 
that he dy'd for his own Offences, not 
for ours; that Juſtice took him off, not 

Envy: 
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Envy: We may believe theſe Tenets, 
and ſwear to the Truth of every Tit- 
tle. The Chriſtian engages God's Au- 
thority for the Truth of his Creed, the 
Jew takes the ſame Liberty; yet one 
Side jarrs with the other. Here is a 
down-right Contradiction, nor can all 
the Artifice of Logick, all the Power of 
the Almighty, reconcile both Sides. If 
the Chriſtian be in the Right, the Jew 
is in the Wrong ; and if Truth ſtands 
for the Jew, it muſt of Neceſſity abandon 
the Chriſtian. 

Arxriov. You have Reaſon, but becauſe 
I know not which Side Truth favours, 
I may joyn with either. 4 

Euſeb. Suppoſing your Pretenſions 
grounded, you cannot take both Sides: 
For tho' you are ignorant with which 
Party Truth ſides, you are ſure it can't 
ſtand for both: So that tho' in your 
Hypotheſis you may either be Jew, or 
Chriſtian, you can't be both ſucceſſive- 
ly : If you ſwear to the Chriſtian Sym- 
bol to day, and to the Jewiſh to mor- 
row, you are perjur'd beyond all pare 
adventure; for you know the Te- 
nets of theſe two Churches don't nick 
like Talles. 


. 
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But this is not all (continu'd Euſe- 
bis) if God permits me to take up 
with the Brethren of the Circumciſion, 
he permits me to refuſe Worſhip to 
Jeſus Chriſt , nay, to Blaſpheme him. If 
I may turn off to the Chriſtians, he per- 
mits me to adore him. Now either he 
is God, or he is not: If the Second, I 
muſt not adore him, for tho” God be 
Maſter of his Favours, he is not of his 
Honour, he can't make this over to 
any Creature by a Deed of Gift, or 
Conveyance ; tho* he be Eternal, like 
a Minor he can't alienate the Title : 
But again if Chriſt be God, certainly 
he requires Adoration as an indiſpenſa- 
ble Duty, and if we fail to diſcharge 
our ſelves of the Obligation, God wall 
not fail to puniſh our Neglect. 
Moreover, God can't, you ſay, permit 
theſe Offences that Nature condemns: 
His Prerogative Royal reaches not fo 
far: Now what can intrench more u 
on Nature, than to inveſt” a Creature 
with the Title to a Worſhip, which God 
alone can claim Right' to? Than to 
withdraw my Allegiance from the Cre- 
ator of all Things, and bow to my Fel- 
low Creature ; Yet God permits Chri- 
ſtianity on the one Side; and on the 
other; 
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other, it's flat Idolatry to adore Chriſt 
if he be only Man; therefore if Chriſt 
be only Man, -God permits Idolatry, 
id eſt, a Sin of the higheſt Malice a- 
gainſt the very firſt Principle of Na- 
ture: It's then as evident that one of 
theſe Religions 1s forbid, as that one 
is meer Practice and Impoſture ; and it's 
as manifeſt, that one is Practice and 
Impoſture, as that both Members of a 
Contradiction can't poſſibly be True. 
Ariov. Were I fire that Chriſt was 
God, I ſhould lie under an indiſpenſa- 
ble Obligation of adoring him; I muſt 
then adhere to Chriſtianity ; and if Oc- 
caſion requir'd, ſign my Faith with my 
Blood: And were I ſure he was Man 
alone, I ought to wheel off from the 
Church to a Synagogue, and exchange the 
Goſpel for the Thalmud: But_ I am in 
the Dark, I rove in Obſcurity, and can- 
not determine for which Religion Truth 
ſtands: In this Uncertainty God permits 
me to clap in with either; my Igno- 
rance juſtifies his Permiſſion, and my 
Choice ; and though by refuſing to a- 
dore Chriſt, I may not do him Right, 
Ignorance hinders me from doing him 
Wrong: Thus tho' the Jews deprive 
him of his Due, if he be God; and the 
| "Chriſtians 
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Chriſtians give more than his Due, if 
he be not; yet their Sin can be only 
Material, that is, without Malice, and 
conſequently without Offence; ſeeing 
neither Religion is impious in its Wor- 
ſnip, and both excellent in their Precepts 
of Morality, it's clear we may follow either. 
Euſeb. Never did Men talk more of 
Religion than we, and never had Men 
leſs. To level Judaiſm with Chriſtiani- 
ty, even in a Chriſtian, nay a reforn'd 
Kingdom, is one of the moſt monſtrous 
Attempts that ever I heard of: The 
very Thought of ſo bold a Blaſphemy 
almoſt caſts me into an Agony, and 
makes me ſweat with Diſguſt : This is 
to raiſe a Croſs for our bleſled Redeemer 
| in Chriſtendom, as the Jews did in Feru- 
alem, to play upon his Goodneſs, to . 
revile his Greatneſs, and to ſalute him 
with a Crucifige : But what will not Men 
i do to ſupport a dying Cauſe, who have 
ö Nothing left, but Will and Forehead ? Your 
L Religion, Sir, is not Calculated up for 
7 1700, but for 1642, or thereabouts, 
4 when the ten Commandments were on- 
\ ly Authentick during Pleaſure, when the 
n tour Evangelizts were upon their Behavi- 
e our, with a quamdiu ſe bene geſſerint, and 
e a nemine contradicente, not the Bible, go- 
Us 8 vern'd 
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vern'd the Pulpit: In fine, your very 


Defence of Religion ſtrikes at Religion, 


and whilſt you approve either, you fair- 
ly condemn both; for you pretend both 
the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Religion are 
permitted, becauſe you doubt of both; 
and know not en which Side Truth 
ſtands: Now ſuppoſing you are in ſuch 
Circumſtances, it's evident you can't in 
Conſcience embrace either; for which Side 
ſoever you take, you fear you are in the 
Wrong:Now — ſquares his Actions 
by a dubious Ditamex of Conſcience, 
is certainly guilty of a formal Sin, tho 
otherwiſe the Objects are not only Lan- 
ful, but Laud able. This is an unque- 
ſtionable Principle in Morals, and can 
only be deny'd by thoſe who make no 
Difference between Good and Ew. If 
therefore you adore Chriſt with the 
Chriſtian, and at the ſame time doubt 
of his Divinity, you offend Cod in the 
very Act of Worſhip: You are a kind 
of a Pagan, tho' no Idolater. On the 
other Side, if you blaſpheme him with 
the. Tei, if you ſtrip him of his divine 
Nature, if you herd him with the ac- 


curſed Crew of Hypocrites, and Impo- 
ſtors, and at the ſame time ſuſpect he 
is more than a Man, tho' the Doubt 
may 
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may perchance diminiſh the Sin, it can- 
not poſſibly excuſe it. | 

Ariov. This is pretty. Muſt I then 
like old Eraſmus dangle in the Air be- 
tween both Churches? Or if I doubt of 
aff Religions, muſt I profeſs none ? Cer- 
tainty Sir, you miſtake your Errand : 
Whilſt you pull down Latitudinarianiſm, 
you very fairly ſet up Atheiſin*; and leaſt 
all Religions ſhould be ſaving you diſallow 
of ll. I would ſet out at Jordan, and 
take my Progreſs -from one Religion to 
an other, I would let any Man write 
upon me Turk, Jem, Anabaptiſt, Presbyte- 
riau, Independent, or what Perſwaſion you 
pleaſe rather than an Acheiſt. In fine it's 
more Orthodox to profeſs any Religioa 
than none. | | 

Euſeb. Under Favour, I would no more 
perſuade you to condemn all Religions 
than to approve all. I know there is a 
true Religion, and I am ſure there is but 
one. Nay I am confident, that the Chri- 
ſtian Religion carries ſo many viſible 
Marks of divine Revelation about it, 
that a Man, who will bring Things to 
a ſober Examen, muſt confeſs it came 
from Heaven, and that he who turns 
Chriſtianity into a Fable, or the Do- 
ctrine of the Bible into Illuſion, deſerves 

L 2 either 
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either to be begg'd for a Fool, or to 
be ſtigmatiz d for a Blaſphemer. But if 
you waver with Doubts and fluctuate 
between the Synagogue and the Church, 
wit hout being able certainly to deter- 
mine in which Truth is preach'd, in 
which Impoſture.; rouze up your Reaſon 
bring both to the Bar, hear their Pre- 
tenſions, examen the Motives of Cre- 
dibility, and in fine ſum up the Evi- 
dence, and if you do this impartially, 
you'll ſoon either be a Madman, or a 
Chriſtian. | cs 
Ariov. But, if after I have heard the 
Witneſſes, and weigh'd the Evidence on 
both Sides with Deliberation, Maturity, 
and Impartiality ; if, I ſay, after theſe 
ceremonial Preliminaries, I remain am- 
biguous, muſt I neither convene with the 
Jew, nor the Chriſtian ? bs. 15 
Euſeb. With neither, if this ſtrange 
Caſe ſnhould happen; I ſay ſhould hap- 
pen, for in Reality it cannot; the Mo- 
tives of Chriſtianity are ſo many, and 
1o convincing, that unleſs we ſhut our 
Eycs, and hood-wink Reaſon, they'll 
torce us to acknowledge that if it be 
not evidently true, its at leaſt evidently 
Crediblez and when once you are come 


up to this Certainty, then you are ob- 
blig'd 


* *» Io nw c 
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blig'd to declare for Chriſtianity, to be- 
lieve its Tenets, and practiſe its Mo- 


* 


rals. 5 


Ariov. Tho? Chriſtianity compar'd with 
Judaiſm may ſeem Credible, perchance it 
may ſeem Incredible, if compard with 
ſome other Religion, that has never ap- 
pear'd on our Horizon : For as there 
are Terre mcognite, unknown Regions, 
fo there are undiſcover'd Religions. 
Muſt I therefore take my leave of old 
England? Trudge to Sea? and encom- 
py the World with Sir Francis Drake, 

efore I pitch upon a Religion? Or 
muſt I at leaſt rig out a Veſſel of In- 
telligence? And then work upon thoſe 


Materials the Captain or Mate bring 


home ? This is a Work both tedious, 


and expenſive, nay, I may add, end- 


lefs, and fooliſh; and he that can per- 
fwade himſelf God requires ſuch a Puz- 
zling and ſo Impoſſible a Scrutiny, muſt 
conteſs the wife Maker of all Things, 
intended rather to be laught at by Men, 
than worſhipt. E 
Eꝛuſeb. Keep at home; God neither 
commands you to ſhip for Africa, or 
America, nor to run in Queſt after the 
Fables of the Brachmans, or the Super- 
ſtitions of the Bonzies. A Religion that 
8 L. 3 f is 
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18 evidently credible in England, is ſo 
all the World over, with what Sect ſo- 
ever you compare it : For neither God's 
Goodneſs, nor Wiſdom can permit, that 
a falſe Religion be equally Credible with 
the true one; much leſs can he permit 
it to be more Credible, and leaſt of all, 
to be evidently Credible : If therefore 
after a ſober Examen, you find ſuch an 
Appearance of Truth in the - Chriſtian 
Religion, that you cannot doubt of it with- 
out Imprudence and Raſhneſs, you may 
conclude without comparing it with any 
other, that you are oblig'd to adhere to 
it, as Reveal'd by God; and. if you re- 
fuſe to believe his ſupreme Veracity 
(when you cannot without a high Im- 
prudence doubt, but he ſpeaks) you muſt 
expect to pay for the Contempt, by 
groaning (eternally under the Weight of 
his Indignation. Daſh therefore out of 
the Patent, one of theſe two Religions, 
and I counſel you (out of Reſpect to 
the Baptiſm you have receiv'd, .and the 
Kingdom you live in) rather to giveu 
Judaiſm, than Chriſtianity ;and after all, 
Sir, Circumciſon is painful, and our Eng- 
4ifh Conſtitution will not bear the Opema«. 
TION, „ Ng. 40 


— 


Ariov. 


| 
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Ariov. Take your Courſe; we have 
been upon Duty a great while, and I am 
willing to come to an Agreement upon a- 
ny Terms. r 

Euſeb. To an End, you mean, of the 
Diſpute; for we can no more agree than 
Light and Darkneſs, than Truth and 
Falſhood , than Libertiniſm, and Reli- 
gion. The preſent Queſtion is, whether 
a Man may in Conſcience conform to 
the Alcoran in Conſtantinople,. and to the 
Gofpel in Chriſtendom. Pray what Opi- 
nion have you of the Alcoran? Was it 
compil'd by divine Inſpiration, or Im- 
poſture ? By a Prophet, or a Cheat? 


By the Impulſe of the holy Ghoſt, - or 
the Suggeſtion of Lewdneſs, and Ambi- 
tion.. | | 


Ariov. Every Tittle breaths - Non-- 
ſenſe, Impiety, or Blaſphemy : It puts 
almoft the very Alphabet-out of Coun- 
tenance ; and infects the Paper it's writ 
on. A Man muſt commence Fool, be- 
fore he can impoſe upon his Reaſon 
thoſe forgeries for Revelations ; and turn 
Beaſt to Practiſe the Morals. 

Euſeb. Enough: Why ſo much Heat? 
So much Invective againſt a Religion 
that comes within, the Verge of Per- 
miſſion? If tollerated, it deſerves Re- 
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ſpe& ; if not, why do you defend it? 
It's Ridiculous to damn the Alcoran, 
and canonize the Doctrine: To cen- 
ſure Mahomet, and approve Mahome- 
tiſm. i 
But, pray Sir, if the Alcoran favours 
Lewdneſs, and lets looſe Senſuality; if 
It draws upon Modeſty, and tilts at 
Reaſon ; if it gorges with Imptety, and 
ſmells of Blaſphemy ; how can yow put 
on the Turban, and herd with the Muf- 
ſelmen ? For when you jump over the 
Pale of Chriſtianity, and give up your 
Name to the Cady, or Muſty, you mult 
take up for Truths theſe Fables, you 
now brand with Fergery and Impo- 
ſture; you muſt change the Key to ano- 
ther Tune, you muſt revere at Conſtan- 
tinople what you laugh at in London, 
and bow to what you ridicule; you 
muſt ſay and believe, Untruths is the 
Language of Heaven, blaſphemy the 
Dictates of the holy Ghoſt, Murders, Lewd- 
neſs and Rapines, the Commands of a 
meek, holy, and juſt Deity; for the 
Turks take all the Alcoran for Reve- 
lation and Precept: Now to fay God 
has Reveal'd ſome Things that: claſh 
with Truth, others that check Reaſon, 
and others again that overſhoot Extrava- 
| gance; 
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gance; that he commands ſome Things 
that diſcountenance Vertue, and encou- 
rage Libertiniſm; is to ſtrike at all his 
Attributes, and to make at his very 
Perſon ; it's to frame a more vile Idea 
of his Divinity, than the very Laplan- 
ders: For theirs. is only Ridiculous, 
— yours is Sacrilegious and Execra- 

e. rt on ene : 
Ariov, Were Þ at. Conſtantinople, - 1 
would ſpegk like che. Mary, and da 
like a Muſlelman, but then in my Clo- 
ſet. I would laugh at their Folly, and 
pity their Blindneſs 3 though my Tongue 
conform'd to the eſtabliſy'd Religion, 
my Heart ſhould be a Reswſant: This 
ſhould adore God in Spirit and Truth, 
tho my Tongue and outward” Man wor- 
ſhip'd him with Blaſphemies, and ſerv'd 
him 1a Senſuality: All Exterior Actions 
are to be rated by the Interior, this 
is their proper Standard; if the Inten- 
tion be Sterling, they cannot poſſibly be 
Counterfeit. 

Euſeb. Ho! We are juſt where we 
ſet out: Now all Religions are permit- 
ted again. | 

Ariov. Why ſo? 


ſuame Language: If a good Intention can 
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. Eaſe. If the Intention. can ſanQiſy, 
 Hypacriſy , and the moſt - outragious 
Blaſphemies, why may it not conve7ß 
Piety into Murders ? And Holineſs into 
the impure Saboths of Venm and Pryapis ?: 
Why can't it blanch over the Horror 
of the Aexidau human Sacrifices ? Or 
the Cruelty of the Purick burning Sta- 
tues of Saturn? You may, you fay, at 
Conftantinople expoſe Chriſtianity to the 
Scorn and Petulancy of Infiftels ; give 
up the Bible to Turks and Barbarians: 
impeach Chriſtians of Apoſtacy, a 
make impudence and Inſpiration ſpeak the 


juſtify at Conſtantinople ſuch a Catalogue 
of black Impieties, why may it not au- 
thoriſe leſs Crimes in other places ? 
Return boldly to your firſt Thees; ex» 
clude no Religion out of the Act of in- 

dulgence; place Vertue and Vice on the 
ſame Level; pull dowa the Boundaries 
between Good and Evil; take off the 
Reſtraint: of Conſcience, and blend Men 
and Beaſts into one Species. Come, Sir, 
pluck up a good Heart; caſt the Die 
and paſs the Rubicon of Honour and 
Conſcience, our Diſpute will otherwiſe 
be at an end; for we have caſt out 


the Thalmud as Apocryphal; you have 
1 diſcard- 
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diſcarded the Alcoran; ſd that the Go- 
ſpel only ſtands untouch'd, and God's 
Permiſſion is confin'd to Cwiſtianity a- 
lone. | | rn 
Arioviſtus found himſelf in the Toyl, 
and knew not which Way to unhamper 
himſelf; his Concern flew to his Face, 
and every Poſture betray'd an extreme 
Paſſion; he ſeem'd to brood ſome de- 
ſperate Reſolution, and only wanted Bold- 
neſs to execute it: After a ſhort Strife 
between Shame and Revenge; I per- 
ceive, ſaid he to Euſebius, you take Ad- 
vantage of my Condeſcenſion, and even 
turn my Civility againſt me; you manage 
a Favour ſo ungentilely, that 1 ſhall 
ſtand off in Caution and Reſervedneſs for 
1 % ei gr 2 are 
Euſeb. Explain your Meaning, I ſup- 
poſe in Diſputes, Reaſon muſt fe 
of Ceremony, and that a Man may preſs 
an Argument hame without treſpaſſing 
upon good Breeding: To be plain, I am 
more beholding to my Arguments, thag 
to Your Liberality; you have condeſcend- 
ed to me, as Boufleys did to KR. Mah, 
when he could hold gat no longer: In 
a Word, I have not-edurted, but ſtorm's. 
you into thoſe Conceſſions- you bluſfi at. 


Aviov- 


228 A Gentleman mftrutted, Kc. 
_ = Ariov.. Hold there; I laid the Alco- 
ran at your Mercy without Neceſſity, 
and attacht it of Impoſture, Fallacy, and 
Blaſphemy, out of an Exceſs of good 
Nature, and Complaiſance. 
Eꝛuſeb. Out of good Nature and Come 
plaiſance ? got Ho! 

Ariov. Yes; for among Friends, it 
carries an Air of Truth, and the un- 
Jimited Extent of that Perſwaſion 
pleads home for the Divinity of its Au- 


Euſeb. Ho hof we have Turks in 
England: I thought the Ottoman Reli- 
reach'd no further than the Otto- 
man Sword; but I perceive it has ſwum 
over into our Iſland. Pray, continu'd he 
with a Smile, what is your Turkiſh Ap- 
Pellation 2; Sahman ? or Achmet ? But 
Raillery a part; had I been upon the 
Pinch, I would have dropt the Turk, 
and kept the Chriſtian : For a Chriſti- 
an Turk is a frank Atheiſt once re- 
motjd, and tho? he makes Profeſſion of 
4. God, and of à Religion moſt Men 
eontlide, he believes neither. Indeed 
dy this unexpected Declaration, you 
have diſappointed me; I intended to 
prove, that one any Religion was Sa- 


ring, and that all others were caſt * 
0 
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of the Act for Toleration: But you have 
made clever Work of it, and diſcarded 
all Religions, nay, and, I Fancy, Salva- 
tion tOO. - 5 | 

Ariov. With Permiſſion, Sir, tho' 1 
approve the Alcoran, I may: reverence 
the Goſpel: And tho' 1 unlock Heaven- 
Gate to Muſſelmen, why muſt I ſhut it 
upon Chriſtians ? | 

Euſeb. Why? One runs quite counter to 
the other, even in the moſt eſſential Points, 
both of Belief and Practice. Chri- 
ſtian Religion tells us, Chriſt is God; 
the Mahometan, that he is not: That 
commands us to adore him: This for- 
bids us: Now Sir, if Truth favours the 
Turks, Chriſt is a meer Creature; and 
by Conſequence all Chriſtians are down- 
right Idolaters: If therefore God will 
be ador'd as a Being Eternal, infinitely 
Wiſe, and infinitely Holy; It's evident, 
you (who diſcover Truth on every Tit- 
tle of the Alcoran) cannot with a ſafe 

Conſcience profeſs Chriſtianity ; for that 
great Oracle tells us, Chriſt is a Crea- 
ture; and therefore, ſo ſoon as you 
commence Chriſtian, you pay divine, Ho- 
nour to a Man, known, and acknow- 
Tedg'd ſuch: Now to adore God, as a 
Man, is nat to worſhip him as a Be- 

ing 
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ing Eternal, infinitely W:/e, and infinite-- 
ly Hay And to Adore a Man, as God, 
is to ſtrip the Almighty of all his Pre- 
rogatives, to rifle the Sanctuary, and to 
By the conſecrated Treaſures at the Feet 
a Creature: Here is flat Idolatry on 
the one Hand, and a Monſter compos d 
of Idolatry and Sacrilege on the other. 
So that to Sum up the Evidence, if 
Turciſm be a true and allow'd Religi- 
on, Chriſtianity is not; and ſo my The- 
ſis is prov'd; that one Religion alone 
is Saving: Which glorious Quality to the 
Shame of Latitudinarianiſm, and the Scan- 
dal of Reaſon, you clap on Mahometiſm. 
The Lady over-joy'd at the Defeat 
of Arioviſtus was not Miſtreſs of her 
Tranſport : Theſe Gentlemen, ſaid ſhe, 
are for enſuring Cauſes, and never ſpeak. 
under Demonſtration : Then turning to 
him, Sir, (continu'd ſhe) I pity your Ma- 
lice; but am glad of your Overthrow : 
You have been more at Variance with- 
your ſelf, than with your Adverſary, 
and feldom recall'd one Abſardity, with- 
out advancing a greater ; but at length, 
in Defiance of Senſe, and Reaſon, you 
have out- hot Extravagance it ſelf, and 
ſeal'd a Million of Impertinencies with 
a daring Blaſphemy : For you 3 | 
| | rals' 


rais'd np Mahometiſte upon the Ruins 
of Chriſtianity, and. ſunk our bleſſ- 
ed Saviour into and Impoſtor , to 
ſwell Mahomet into a Prophet. Iconn- 
ſel you to ſhip for 4fia in our Smirna 
Fleet, for our Engliſh Climat is mortal 
to a Turkiſh Conſtitution : Theſe Ani- 
mals can no more live here, than Toads 
or Spiders in Ireland: Our Engliſh Cha- 
rity embraces all Men, beſides Papiſts 
and Muffelmen : Thoſe have too muck 
Religion for a reform'd Nation, and theſe 
too little. | | 
This Picquant Irony galld Arioviftus- 
to the Quick; Patience abandon'd him, 
and Paſſion ran away with his Judg- 
ment: So that at length he broke thro? 
all the Bounds even of Reſpect, and 
Reaſon : - Madam, ſaid he, I perceive 
you are ſurpriz'd at my Doctrine: Out 
of Reſpect to your Lady ſnip, I freely 
condemn the Alcoran as Practice and 
Impoſture: But then, give me leave to 
put the Goſpel in the Indice alſo: They 
were both hammer'd on the ſame An- 
vil; this to hagg Men with Fears, the 
others to divert 'em with pleaſing Pro- 
ſpects of ſenſual Eliſſume: We have 
been Hob-goblin'd too long into Religi- 
on; but, God be thank'd, the Vizard is 
corn 
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torn off, and the Cheat is unmask'd, 
and now we dare play with thoſe Mon- 
ſters, we once trembled at: We enter 
upon the Stage of this World like 
Beaſts, and make as inglorious an Exit. 
Our Lives and Souls ſmoak into No- 
thing: We were flung upon the Earth, 
as the Leviathan was in the Deep to play,; 
ſeeing therefore our Days are few, it's 
Prudence to live apace : Good and Evil 
are words ad placitum, invented by lame, 
to impoſe on others. | | 
He was going on when Eu ſebius # 
a ſtop to. his Impudence -. Lauf 
(ſays he) you acted hitherto in Maß 
querade ; I am glad the Vizard is fal- 
len off, and that the Monſter appears 
in it's own Shape: Men of your Princi- 
ples ſhould be coop'd up in Peſt-Houles, 
their very Breath ſhoots. Contagion, — 
their Converſation is Mortal. Vour A- 
theiſtical Club has made Religion cheap, 
and Morality ſhameful: It has preach'd 
a conſiderable Part of: the Nation out 
of Sobriety, and Principles too : It 
teaches young Gentlemen to: Swear and 
Blaſpheme, before they know the Ma- 
lice of the Sins; and then when Age 
opens their Eyes, they rather part with 


their lanoceace, than Prophaneneſs. Thus 
| 3 
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you eſpouſe 'em to Wickedneſs, before 
they are able to commit it : But the 
Miſery is, that thoſe who curſe God 
in their Youth, in good time will de- 
fe him; and others who tranſgreſs the 
Decalogue at ten, will laugh at it be- 
fore twenty : Boldneſs grows upon us 
with Age, and all the Terrors of Con- 
ſcience decline; they faint under the 
Weight of reiterated Crimes, and loſe 
their Emphaſis ;, and then when once we 
are got out of theReach of this importune 
Cenſor, we ſhall ſwallow down your 
accurſed Principles, not only without 
Reluctance, but even with Pleaſure: 
We ſhall not only countenance Atheiſm, 
but profeſs it; and eaſily perſwade our 
ſelves we die like Beaſts, to live like 
'em. | | 2 

I know you are no more able to de- 
fend your Morals, than your Faith; 
and I wou'd rather deteſt, than confute 
'em, were I not acquainted with the La- 
titudinarian Impudence:: You vent ſuch 
hideous Tenets, that they amaze Chri- 
ſtians, and rather raiſe their Indigna- 
tion, than call for a Confutation ; like 
Puddles they cannot be ſtir'd/without In- 
fection, and like Plague-Sores they en- 
danger the Surgeon : Now becauſe good 

| Men 


/ 
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Men ſometimes think it more expedi- 
ent to confute thoſe Impieties with 
Silence, than Arguments, Libertines pre- 
ſently raiſe a Trophy, they ſing Peana, 
and cry out Victory. To cut of this Re- 
treat, Ill ſhow you in ſhort, that Ver- 
tue and Vice lie not barely in Opini- 
on 


And here I appeal to the Verdict of 
Mankind - Single me out one Man, 
whoſe Reputation did not ſuffer under 
the very Suſpicion of Vice; and if the 
- bare Suſpicion. of Evil, has fuch a de- 
grading Quality in the Opinions of Men, 
Debauchery it Kit muſt have a greater: 
Human Nature has ſuch an Abhorrence 
of Sin, that it cannot value the Wicked 
equally to the Virtuous. I never yet 
heard of a Man, who ſeriouſty commend= 
ed another for his Intemperance, or 
plac'd Lewdneſs among his Titles of 
Honour: Tho? Sobriety, Chaſtity, and 
Juſtice are run down in Practice, they 
ſtand fair in our Eſteem, and no Man 
yet has attempted to diſgrace an Ene- 
my, by laying thoſe Vertues to his Charge - 
In fine, it's impoſſible for a Man in 
his Wits, to eſteem an other leſs, be- 
cauſe he is good: Nay, in this degene- 
rate Age, nothing blaſts more a rifing 
| | | Reputation, 
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Reputation, than the Imputation of 
Wickedneſs; and even thoſe, who in a 
frantick Tranſport applaud a Debau- 
chee, upon cooler Thoughts deſpiſe him: 
If all Actions are equal; why are their 
Effects ſo different ? If Vertue has no 
Advantage over Vice; why do the Pro- 
fligates eſteem that, tho they embrace 
this? Why do Men practiſe Vertue with 
Confidence, and Vice with a bluſhing 
Face, and a trembling Conſcience? Why. 
do they Sin with Fear in their Looks, 
and an Earthquake in their Minds ? 
Theſe are terrible Symptoms, that the 
Difference between Good and Evil lies. 
deeper than the Imagination. 

Come, 'Sir, remember when you feel 
the Smart of everlaſting Flames, you'll 
take ſmall Pleaſure in the Thought that 
once you derided *em ; you'll not ſuffer- 
leſs in that dark Region, becauſe you 

o laughing thither ; nor endure the 
orments. better, becauſe you would not 
believe *em. b 4 

Arioviſtus was of too haughty an Hu- 
mour to bare ſo ſevere a Check with 
Patience, and too violent to diſſemble 
his Reſentment; wherefore turning to 
Euſebius; Sir, ſaid he, you Rail better 
than you Reaſon; Our Tongues _ 
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the Diſpute, our Swords muſt end it; 
you have left my Tenets, to attack my 
Perſon, and rather level at my Actions, 
than at my Religion: You are a Man 
of Honour, and can manage a Weapon, 
as well as an Argument; In a word, I ex- 
pect Satisfaction. | 2 
The Company began to Smile at 
this odd Rodomontade, but Eudox: told 
him, in controvertiſtical Debates, there 
was no Appeal from Reaſon to the Sword; 
that it was more prudent to- confeſs 
Errors, than to defend 'em; to can- 
cel paſt Crimes, than to commit new 
nes” | | 1 

But Euſebius, who reſoly'd to diſcoun- 
tenance Latitudinariantſm, by confound- 
ing its Abettor, took him up roundly. 
Sir, ſaid he, I fear your Gaſcoynades no 
more than your Arguments; nor your 
Sword more than your Reaſons :. Your 
Conduct is as ſtrange as your Religion; 
becauſe I have wounded your Princi- 
ples, you invite me to tilt at your 
Body - No, no; Sir, I value my Life too 
much, to expoſe it for a Punctilio; and 
your Soul, to ſend. it into the other 
World with a Rapier: I had rather 
ſwing off Tyburn. into Eternity, than 
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to be duel'd into it; for a Duel is a very ill 
Diſtemper to dye of. 

Beſides; ſhould I accept your Chal- 
lenge, perchance you might diſappoint 
me: I have known ſome huffing Bullies, 
who never were couragious, but when 
they ſtood out of the Swords Reach: 
They would ſend you a hundred Defies 
for a Word, but had too much Ho- 
nour to juſtify one; nay, they wou'd 
upon ſecond Thoughts ſubmit to a Ba- 
ſtonade, rather than occaſton Bloodſhed ; 
and if once their Adverſary drew Blood, 
like Wizards they had no Power to 
hurt him; in fine, they would always 
begin the War, and conſtantly made 
the firſt Overtures of Peace; and thus 
they ſhew'd at once both Courage and 
Diſcretion : Whether this Character fits 
you, I dare not determine; this not- 
withſtanding I muſt affirm, that theſe 
who pretend to believe lea the Ter- 
rors of an other World, apprehend them 
moſt; and no Men fear more eternal 
Torments, than thoſe who deny the 
Soul's Immortality : Lay by your Sword 
tor à more urgent Occaſion, Fencing will 
never relieve a Controverſy abandon'd 
by Reaſon ; a ſatisfactory Return to my 
Arguments will ſupport you much N 
_ Than 


— — 
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than a Puſh: For tho' you chance to 
foil me at Tilting, you will not diſarm 
my Reaſons. 15 F 

Arioviſtu was too proud to ſubmit to 
Truth, tho' he was too weak to with- 
ſtand it; he could not defend his Er- 
rors, and would not abandon em; ſo 
that in a Huff he calld for his Horſe ; 
_— off, and left the Field to Euſe- 
bom: | 

His Friend apologiz'd for his Rude- 
nefs, and caſt his Incivility on the Ex- 
ceſs of Paſſion. I hope, ſaid he to the 
Company, you will excuſe Arioviſtus. I 
confeſs he 1s to blame, but oftentimes 
Anger runs away with the Judgment, the 
wiſeſt Men are ſubje& to Indiſcretions : 
He was baffled, and you know a Defeat 
to a Man of Honour is a mortifying 
Misfortune; in fine, having loſt his 
Cauſe, you muſt not wonder, if Patience 
deſerted him. 

Euſeb. ] excuſe his Incivility, but con- 
demn his Prudence; he ſaw his Error, 
why did he not abjure it ? He ſaw Truth, 
why did he not embrace it? A Man 
that will pawn his Soul to refcue his 
Honour, forfeits both : But I confeſs, in 
"vain we expect Prudence of Libertines: 
Men without Religion are = 
1 WIth- 
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without Reaſon ; they may boaſt of 
Science, and Wit till Dooms-day, but no' 
body can believe they are over-ſtock'd 
with either: No, no; they have only 
juſt Knowledge enough to ſee their Er- 
rors, and Wit enough to enſure their 
Damnation; when once they are drench'd 
in looſe Principles, they are paſt Reco- 
very : They turn all Antidotes into 
Rats-bane, and ſo either live in Obſtina- 
cy, or dye in Deſpair. 

Then taking Eudoxus aſide: Are you 
not, continu'd he, almoſt ſick of Lati- 
tudinarianiſm ? You ſaw how weakly 
Arioviſtus defended it; yet he was not 
| ill provided of thoſe Materials, that are 
Wl neceſſary to plead well, a bad Cauſe; 
he manag'd his Arguments to- the beſt 
Advantage, and edg'd his Reaſons with 
all the little Artifices of Language, and 
Confidence; but Truth has prevaiPd 
over Impoſture, and he carries home 
Nothing, but Chagrin and Confuſion. I 
hope Providence has reſery'd the Pro- 
fit of his Defeat for you; he has con- 
demn'd all Religions, and Chriſtianity 
among the reſt; and at the ſame time 
turns Atheiſt to live a Libertine. 


Eudox, 
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Eudox. Nothing but Rage drove 4. 
rioviſtus into that Precipice, he was up- 
on a Pinch, poor Gentleman, and ſhot 
Blaſphemy when he had ſpent his Rea- 
ſons; his Performance falls ſnort of my 
Expectation. I perceive that Boaſting 
is not an Argument of Wit, and that 
Confidence and Truth are not always 
on the ſame Side. Ariovitus who caus d 
my Infidelity, has now cur'd it; I owe 
my Converſion to the Weakneſs of his 
Proofs, and to the ſtrength of yours. 
Chriſtianity is certainly the only Sa- 
ving Religion, but I am hamper'd in a 
Labyrinth, and unleſs: you lend me a 
Hand ſhall wander eternally in a Aæan- 
der of Miſtakes: For Chriſtian Religi- 
on branches out into a thouſand Sects, 
our Iſland is a kind of Pantheon, and our 
People like the old Arabians, bend to 
the Breath of every pretended Inſpira- 
tion: Some pretend Law, others Scrip- 
ture: Theſe Antiquity, thoſe Novelty, 
and others Illumination. It's hard to 
Calculate up all the Religions that di- 
vide the Nation, and almoſt impoſlible 

to examen them. If I muſt chuſe none, 
before I have Impartially ſurvey'd all, 


I may live a Seeker, and dye an —_— 
| | re 
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Are all thoſe Communions Saving? Or is 
there but one? 15 
Euſeb. There is but one Saving Con- 
regation, and the Diſcovery of it is 
eaſier than you imagine: In à few Days 
1 will put you in the Way to Heaven, 
which none can miſs, but thoſe who are 
reſoly'd to overlook it: Intereſt byaſles 
ſome, Education others, Faction deludes 
many, and Senſuality over-bears more: 
In fine, when Men conſult their Inclina- 
tions, and model Religion by the Ad- 
vice of Paſſion, you muſt not wonder, 
'if they take Fancy for Revelation, and 
hug Illuſion for Truth. 7. 
Euſebius ſtaid a Week with Eudox- 


, and ſettled his judgment. Truth 


Aaſht ſuch a Light on his Under- 
ſtanding, that he admir'd his former 
Blindneſs, and thought it more diffi- 
cult to miftake the true Church, than 
he did before to find it ; he learnt 
what he was to do, as well as what 
he was to believe; and reſolv'd to 
ſquare his Thoughts, and Actions by 
the Rule of his Duty: He has kept 
his purpoſe, and at preſent has the 
Reputation of an accompliſh'd Gentle- 
man, and, what he values moſt, of a 
Plous Chriſtian. Thus Providence, which 
| M per- 
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permitted Theomachus to fall from a 
State of Virtue, into a deplorable Ha- 


bit of Vice, rais'd young Eudoxmw from 


che {Abyſs of Vice, to the Top of Ver- 


tue; to teach poor Mortals, that the 
Sinner \maſt not diſpair, nor the Saint 


Preſume. | 3 
Euſebins having brought this great 


' Buſineſs to a moſt happy Concluſion, 


return'd to London, and gave Notice to 


Theomac hus of his Arrival. 


* 
* * 
— * — — — 


DIALOGUE XII. 


Having ſettled Eudoxus, Euſebius 
meets Theomachus, who offers to 
believe the Exiſtence of a God up- 
on good Reaſons, tho not Mathemati- | 
cally evident. l 


LVſebiu the next Morning gave Theo- 

mac hus a Viſite, he found him in 

the Company of ſome Gentlemen of 
His Cabal, whom the Noiſe of the Di- 

ſpute had alarm'd ; they were concern d 


that Euſebius had the Face to ſtand up 


in Defence of God, to plead ſo warmly 
| againſt 


» * —_—_ we 


N 
n 
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againſt Atheiſm, and that after the firſt 
Camiſado he was return'd to beat u 

their Quarters. Theomachus perſwaded 
himſelf, that the Journey of Euſebius was 
a meer put-off, and that he had really 
no Buſineſs in the Country, but to wave 

the Conference at London, and ſo ſpread 
abroad his late Engagement, you may 
be ſure, to his own Advantage: He flat- 
terd himſelf and others alſo, that the 
Diſpute was at an End, and being 
freed from his Enemy, he gave full Li- 
berty to his Tongue, and launch'd out 
into Panegyricks of his vaſt Performance, 
to the Prejudice of Truth and Modeſty : 
The News of Euſebius's Arrival dampt his 
Hopes, and convinc'd him, he had raig'd 
a Trophy before the Victory: He had 
no mind to engage, nor could. he re- 


treat with Honour; but in fine, he re- 


ſolv'd upon the Conference, as the leſs 


Evil, and invited his Friends to the 


Scirmiſh : He receiv'd Euſebius with De- 
monſtrations of Civility, and Was rather 
prodigal than ſparing of Carreſſes: Af- 
ter many reciprocal. Complements, Eu- 
ſebius addreſſed himſelf to Theoma- 


chus. 


3 | Euſeb. 
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Euſeb. Sir, at our -laſt Meeting 1 
charg'd Atheiſts with Impradence, ; % 
cauſe being uncertain whether there 
were a God, a Hell, or a Heaven, they 
liy'd as if they were certain'there were 
no ſuch Things; you endeavour'd to fence 
- againſt the Charge, and to plead not 
Guilty; becauſe, tho* you ſhould take 
up, and model your Life by the Rules 
of the moſt ſevere Morals, this ungrate- 
ful Reftraint would only ſerve, 'per- 
chance, to leſſen your Torments in the 
next Life, if there be a God, but would 
never be able to ſet you in Heaven: 
For God, ſaid you, requires as an in- 
diſpenſable Homage; not only a well 

regulated Life, but a ſtable and un- 
doubting Belief of his Being; the one 
is of {mall Advantage without the o- 
ther; you pretended this Steddineſs was 
not in your Power, and ask'd con- 
vincing Reaſons to ſettle and fix your 
Judgment; I promis'd you Satisfaction, 
and am come to keep my Word; but 
1 ſuppoſe an Evidence, below that of 
Mathematical Demonſtrations will ſatis- 
tie you. ge | WL 
 Theom. The very Queſtion is reflecting, 
and you muſt either ſufpet my Wit, or; 
my judgment to propoſeit : I know God ! 

| "7 
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is neither a Line, Superficies nor Solid, he 
comes not within the Predicament of a 
Figure, and therefore lies out of the 
Reach of Mathematicks:: A Man that 
will acquieſce to Nothing but ſtrict 
Demonſtrations, would do well to dis- 
band from Society, to lock up his Rea- 
ſon in his Cloſet, and only carry it a 
bout him on extraordinary Occaſions ; 
he may take up with the Scepticks, and 
doubt of his own Being : No Man can 
demonſtrate by Euclide, or Archimedes, 
there is ſuch a City as Conſtantinople, or 
that there has ever been fach an Em- 
perour as Aug uſtus; and yet, God be 
thank'd, upon the credible Teſtimony 
of thoſe who have ſeen the one, and of 
thoſe Authors who have writ of the 
other, I no more doubt of em, than of 
this unqueſtionable Principle, pers eſt 
minor toto Some Things may poſſibly 
be Falſe, tho? I dare pawa my Life, they 
are not. - 5 33 

EKuſeb. Yout Diſcourſe is reaſonable: For 
were you aud I caſt upon a deſert Hand 
by the Streſs of Wind and Weather, 
and ſhould we find in this abandon'd - 
Region a ſtately Palace, built with all 
Symmetry of Art, we ſhould conclude, 
it. was the. Work of an Architect, nor 
| i. ot of 
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of Nature or Chance; nor would it be 
in our Power to doubt of it; yet tis 
poſſibis for blind Matter to Rendezvous 
it felf into a ſtately Lovvre, for by a 
lucky Meeting of Atoms, it may be 
jumbled and ſettled in this beautiful and 
regular Form. A Hundred ' thouſand 
blind Men, (tho? they ſet out from alt 
the Parts of the World) may poſſibly 
meet together upon Black-Hearh, and 
draw up in Rank and File; yet ſhould 
we ſee this extraordinary great Army 
in Battle-Aray, without the help of a 
Syllogiſm, we ſhould infer, they were 
Ted to the Place, and each conducted 
to his Station by ſome, who had better 
Eyes than they. | 
I conceive. likewiſe you do not re- 
quire Phyſical Demonſtrations, id est, 
convincing Proofs drawn from Senſe ; 
for God being ſuppos'd a Spirit, cannot 
fall under corporal Senſe, and tho? he 
ſhould preſent himſelf. to the Eyes by 
aſſuming a Body, the Spectacle might 
amaze us, but could not give us any | 
rational Aſſurance, that there is an infinite 
| Spirit. | ] 
Theom. I ask ſach Proofs as leave the 1 
. Underſtanding ſatisfy'd, as fix the Judg- 
ment, and remove all prudent De 
ot 
2 


for ſuch Arguments deſerve as firm: an 


Aſſent, as the moſt ſtrickt Mathematical 


Demon ſtrat ions. I am as {ure there is ſuch 


2 Place as Conſtantinople, as that the firſt 


Propoſition of Euclide is true; and doubt 
no more but Ceſar was, than that 1 


am. b 
Euſeb. Tis eaſy I ſee to agree in Pre- 
liminaries, when the one Side propoſes- 
Nothing, but what is juſt, and the o- 
ther will receive what is Reaſonable : 
Vou have admitted what neither in Pru- 
denee, nor Reaſon you could reject, and 
J have only ask'd what I could not o- 
mit, without betraying the Intereſt of 


Truth, and the Merits of the Cauſe 1 


have undertaken to defend. Now ſee- 
ing the Subject is not capable of Ma. 
thematical Demonſtrations, nor even of 
Phyſical Evidence, in the State we are, 
methinks, I apprehend two Ways by 
which God can manifeſt his Being to 
Man: Firſt by an internal, Impreſſion 
ſtampt with his divine Signet in our Na- 
ture, which leads us naturally to the 
Knowledge of his Exiſtence, as the innate 
Light of our Underſtanding, ſhews us the 
Truth of the firſt Principles of Diſcourſe.. 


N 4 Secondly 


== 
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T * Secondly by viſible Effects, which 
Reaſon tells us muſt be father'd on 
ſome Caufe, and which without Con- 
ſtraint and Violence, our Underſtand- 
ing cannot attribute to any Thing but 
a Being infinitely Powerful, infinitely 
Wiſe, and infinitely Good. 

Theo. I agree, theſe two Ways would 
be ſufficient to ſettle a reaſonable Man 
in the Belief of a Deity, and that an 
Atheiſt would be the moſt abſurd, the 
moſt unreaſonable Creature in the World, 
if he requir'd more. 

Euſeb. Well Sir, hitherto we have 
walk'd Hand in Hand, our Judgments 

have been Uniform, and hope our good 

Intelligence will continue in the followin 
Conference. I will prove you have theſe 
very Proofs of his Being, you confeſs 
ſufficient, and as plain. as you could in 
Reaſon expect, ſuppoſing he were. Let 
us therefore diſcuſs Things in Order, and 
produce our Proofs. in their Turn; when 
we confound Arguments, we confound 
Ideas, and only Pure Truth thro' 

a Cloud. — 


— — — — 
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DIAEOGUR XIV 
The firſt Proof for 4 Dey, drawn 
from the univerſal Conſent of Man- 


kind. 


— 


W H E Notion of a God is {6 
deeply ingrafted in our Minds, 
that it ſeems to be twiſted and inter- 
woven with our Nature; it's of the 
ſame Date with our Species, it tuns chr 
our Veins with our Blood; and is con. 
vey'd to as from our Anceſtors; it's 
neither fixt to Climate; nor Complex ie 
on, it takes in all Times, as well as all 
Places ; it's engraved in the Hearts oi the. 
Africans, as well as of the Afrarieksgithe = 
barbarous: Topinbays of , Brafile tech che 
Impreſſion; ;-a$:well-as the moſt; poke! 
Eurnpeams ; and the very brutiſn Hotteus: 
tes of the < — in Spight of Savage 
neſs, ſhew they are Men meerly by 
acknowledging a ſupream Being; the: 
old Afyrians have left Poſterity a con- 
— Teſtimony they believ'd: a God, 
becauſe they coyn'd falſe ones; they had 
never multiply'd Divinities, had they: 
beliey'd there was none, nor paid di- 
| | £64 N Via... 
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vine . e £2 Statues, had they not 
been perſwaded there was ſhme Being 


becauſe he deſerv'd it. 
The Aedes brought down the Abri 


together with its Emperor, in a Grave 


Who annakd the old Laws; and enact- 
ed new ones, who thruſt out ancient 


quarrePd* not with the Aſhrians about 
the Belief of a God, they liv'd in the 
Ame Perſwaſion; Nabucadonozar wou'd' 
needs: ſhare Worſhip 
and*f&# ſet up bis ow Statute to re- 
ceĩve thoſe Honours which enn, 
ehe ſupreme Bei 


Sreatneßs, ſucceeded alſo in their Be- 
Hleflef à Deity: The conquering An. 
dum unt agreed in this Point with the 

vanquiſh'd Indians; and Rome ſurpaſs d 
all other Nations in Superſtition, more 
than Courage; ſhe built her Greatneſs 
upon the Suppoſſ tion of a 1 
as ſome remark, grew ſo Great, auſe 
ſhe was ſo Pions : She found the Stamp 
of a: Divinity, wherever ſhe carry'd her 


363 mn and the Conqueſt of 
Mi! Foreign 


above them, that commanded — 


an Grandure, and bury'd the Empire 
of Aſhes; yet theſe new Conquerors, 


Cuſtoms to make room for others 
ith his Maker, 


ing. 
The Perſiaut, Sutvellorsof the. Hedidn. 


Bus oa Om 
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Foreign Gods, as well as of Captive 
Princes, ſet of her Generals Triumphs. 
In a. Word, the Belief of a. Deity reachd 
as far as the Plantations of Men; it | 
has never yet been ſhut out of one 
City, one Bourg, or perchance one Fa- | 
mily : Themoſt barbarous Wretches that - 
ever- were, knew there was a Deity, 
tho* they miſtook in the Application of 
their Worſhip : Vou may. almoſt as ſoon : 
find a People without Souls, as with-- 
out a God, they rather will dedicate - 
an Altar to an unknown Deity, than: 
have nn end | 

The Engliſh, Dutch, Portugueſe, and 
Spaniards braving the Fury of the Winds, 
and the threatning- Surges of the en- 
rag d Ocean, have diſcover'd a Nen 

| World in our Days, almoſt equal to the 
Old, they have rifled the very Wil- 
derneſſes, and ranſack'd- the Mines; 
wherever they met with the Traces 
of Men, they fell upon the Footſteps 

of a God; theſe Barbarians that livd 
without Laws, without Houſes, with- 
out Commerce, were ſeldom found with- - 
out Temples; and tho a ſavage Edu- 
cation, and more ſavage Vices had ob- 
ſcur'd the Notion, they had not the 
Power to deface it; 'twas legible. 1 

f | the 
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the very Night of Idolatry, in the Obs 
ſcurity of Errors, and ſome Nations 


thought ?*twas - leſs Abſurdity to wor- 


fhip.the Devil, than to deny. a God. Now- 
if you call for Proofs, I can preſent you | 
o- 


a Thouſand, as ſtrong and ſatisfa 


ry, as the Subject will bear: Paſt Matters 
of Fact can only be convey'd down to us 


by Written, or Oral Tradition; and thoſe 


of our own Time, that lie at a Diſtance, 
can only be prov'd by eredible Wit- 
neſſes 5 what I maintain has all theſe Sup- 

rts, and by conſequence can be 2 


ſtion'd only by thoſe, who will be ſure 
of Nothing, but that they daubt of all 


Things. | 

Theo. Whether this be true or falſe, 
your Cauſe will not be much the bet- 
ter, nor mine worſe; yet I muſt tell 
you, you are miſtaken in your Account: 


I have read in Acoſta, and athers, that 


divers People, both in the Eaſt and 
Weft Indies, live as well without a God, 


as without Houſes; they love Nothing 


but their Eaſe, and fear Nothing but 
their bordering Enemies: Beſides our 
Europe an Athesſts muſter'd up in one Bo- 
dy, would make a conſiderable: Hgure; 
and London alone upon an emergent Oc- 


caſion can draw out Aa brisk Brigade: 
8 1 


—— — 


—_— 


A Gentleman inſtructed, $0, 25% 
- am confident at leaſt we exceed you 
in Quality, if you ſurpaſs us in Num- 
ber, and why may not the one ballance 
the other. e r 
Euſeb. Oh! I may cry out with Seneca, 

Moentiunt ur qui dicunt ſe non ſentire Deum, 
nam etſi tibi affirment interdiu, noctu tamem 
& ſeli dubitant; they lye who ſay they 

believe no God, for tho? by Day in the 
Hurry of N ny, and Heat of Debauch, 
they may profeſs Atheiſm; yet in Dark- 
neſs and Retirement they change their 
Mind: Say if you pleſe 20 God is the. 
Wiſh of Mary, but the Opinion of 
None : But if ſome Authors have ſaid 
ſo, others equally credible, have con- 
tradicted 'em; yet all agree that thoſe: 
People have more of the Beaſt, than of 
the Man; they wander in Woods like 
Tygers without Commerce, without hu- 
man Society, they worry their o,] nF 
Species, and prey upon their neareſt 
Relations; ſo that like Children, tho 
they have Reaſon, they want the Uſe 
of it; they live without Reflection, aud 
conſequently without Diſcourſe; and. in- 
deed 1 do not ſee why Diſeaſes of the 
Soul may not untune the Organs of the 
Brain, as well as thoſe of the Body; 
why Education and Barbarity may not 
obſtruct 
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bbſtruct the Operations of the Intellect, 
as well as a Frenzy. The whole Set 
of Rurope an Atheiſts are but a Pack of 
daring Debauchees, who pride in Infa- 
my, and bluſh at Modeſty : They Reaſon 
zl, and Live worſe ;- they hate Truth no 
leſs than Sobriety, and are too inſigni- 
ficant, either to countenance a N 
Canſe, or prejudice it: Their Votes like 
Eyphers without an Unite, make no 
Number. ) F | 
But let us face your Atheiſts with 
thoſe who believe a God, and we ſhall 
find after a general Muſter (tho* you 
appear alſo at the Head of the London 
Brigade) an infiniteDiſproportion. Would 
it not be true, that all the Citizens of 
London profeſs the Religion of the 
Church of England, altho' one Presbyteri - 
an, or Ræcuſant upon Examen ſhould be 
found among em? And will you conteſt 
this univerſal Verity, that reaſonable 
Creatures endeavour to defend them- - 
ſelves from the Injuries of Wind and: 
| Weather, becauſe ſome brutiſtr Savages 
lie under the open Canopy of Heaven 
| without Fence, or a Hut to skreen off 
| the Heats of the Summer, or the Cold 
| of the Winter ? Yet the Diſproportion 
| between you and us, is ten times great- 
INC ” 0 
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er, than between one Necuſant, and the 


Citizens of London, or between theſt 


Men who make Proviſions againſt the 


Rigour of Seaſons, and thoſe Who do 
not: If therefore in one Caſe, a parti- 


cular Fact does not prejudice the uni- 


verſal Inference, why muſt it in the o- 
ther ? Ariſtosle tells us that ſome re- 
jected this Principle, A Thing 
and not be at the ſame time; and that 


$ 


Anaxagora. maintain'd S 1s black; yet 


1 ſuppoſe, if I fay the Principle is re- 


ceived by all Mankind, you will not ex- 


cept againſt my Aﬀertion. 1 may then 


conclude, that the Perfwaſion of 2'God. 


runs thro? our whole Species, and ſpreads 


as wide as the remoteſt Colonie. 
Theo. If 1 diſpute my Ground by Inch- 


es, we ſhall make a long Work of our 


Conference: Pray go on. 
Euſeb. Our Difference about t 
ter of Fact being at an End, T ask 


he Mat⸗ 


you the Origin of this univerſal Impreſ- 


ſton; from whence comes it that this CH- 


merical Object oontinually encounters and 
haunts our Underſtanding? Why do our 


Apprehenſions rove in another World ? 
And flaſh the Being of a Deity? © ©» 


* | - 
, Theo, 


r N 


ſwaded the Mobile there was ſome body 


. Apprehenſion of the worſt that may 
happen, Primum in orbe Deos | fecit ti- 
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Theo. Some witty Gentlemen will tell 


ou, this Notion came into the World 
bh an accidental Fright; Men ſtarted 


at Thunder, before they knew the Cauſe 
of it, and then ſome. of greater Wits 


than their Neighbours - improv'd this 
panic Fear into Religion; they per- 


above, that ſpoke aloud, and breath'd 
forth his Anger in Flames-and Smoak: 
Others with much Probability affirm this 
Perſwaſion ſprings from an innate Fear 
ia the Mind of Man, and a reſtleſs 


mor. mw | 
Euſeb. A Man that will not take No- 
tice of the true Reaſon of Things, which 
generally is but one, may forge a Hun- 
dred falfe ones; for tho* one Path leads 
to Truth, a Thouſand conduct us into 
Error. Pray, Sir, ſeeing Men were firſh 
frighted, and then cheated into the Be- 


lief of a Deity, of whom did that wit- 


ty Gentleman borrow the Notion:? He 
was certaihly imbu'd with the Idea of 
a God, before he could communicate 
it to his Neighbours ? The Cheat was 
firſt put on him before he deceiv'd o- 


thers: Who impos'd on him? His Name 


deſerves 


wy . 1% 
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deſerves a conſiderable Place in Hiſtory, 
and I do not ſee, why our Fore-Fa- 
thers ſhould have been teſs careful 
to conſerve his Memory, who flyly 
brought the Notion of a God into the 
World, than his who convey'd the Tro- 
jan Horſe into the City, and betray'd 
it to the Grecians: But tho you ſatis- 
fie this Quære, the ſame Queſtion will 
return, who couzen'd him? Nor will 
it ceaſe, till we diſcover: the Origin, 
or have run you up beyond the firſt 
Moment of Time; the only tolerable 
Eſcape is to reſolve this Fear into Tra- 
dition. 

But pray tell me, how you know this 
Impreſſion ab immemoriali, has been 
handed down from Father to Son? You 
are Men of Parts, and glory more in 
Wit than Grace; you generally ſcorn 
all Authority but your own, and ap- 
peal even from what we call Scripture, - 
to Reaſon: Back your Aſſertion with 
any. tolerable Proof, and for once I'll 
take it for Demonftration': All you can 
ſay amounts to this, that perchance 
long ago, ſome thinking Brain wrapt 
up in continual Speculation, blun- 
dered upon the Notion, and ſent it 
round ; that it found a kind Recep- 

1 tion, 
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tion, and ever ſince has been kept in 


Countenance and Reputation: But is it 
not ſtrange that one meer Perchance that 
ſtands for 1 God, ſhould weigh more 
with an Atheiſt, than poſitive Reaſon for 


.- him? 


This Tradition is of a very ancient. 
Date, and older in all probability than 
the Invention of Writing; for ought 
then you know, it has been from the 
Beginning ; nay, I may add it's ten 


times more likely, it ſprang up with 


Man, than that a Man firſt ſtarted the 
Impoſture, and others made it over to 
Poſterity: For the Impreſſion of a God 
ſinks into the Souls, not only of thoſe 
polite, and civiliz'd Nations, who have. 
preſervqd from Obliviom ſome Rem- 
nants of paſt Tranſactions in Books and 
Records, but even of thoſe who are as. 
ignorant of what paſs'd in the laſt Age, 
as of what was done two thouſand Years 
ago, and of thoſe whoſe Aritbmetict gots 
not beyond their Fingers, nor their 
Knowledge beyond their own Remem- 
brance. What likelyhood then that thoſe 
who are Strangers to all Tradition, 
ſhould be ſo well acquainted with.this ? 


Bat: 
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But to diſpatch the firſt Gentleman; 
when the natural Cauſe of Thunder was 
diſcover'd; why was not the Cheat un- 
mask'd ? Why did not the Phantome diſ- 
appear at the Sight of Knowledge, 
which Ignorance and Error had creat- 
cd? Were the Underſtandings of Men 
ſo cow'd- with the Cheat, they durſt'not 
ſtruggle againſt it? Or were they fo 
enamour'd of their Fears, as to cheriſh 
the Object of their Torment? If this 
be true, our Anceſtors were caſt in 
another Mould-than we, they hugg'd 
what we hate, and doted on what we 
abhor. If a Man impoſes on us by a 

| Surpriſe, ſo ſoon as the Cheat is diſ- 
covr'd, we ſtand upon our Guatd, and 
like Birds ſhot at, grow wild: We be- 
come cautious, and reſerv'd, we ſtand 
off in Jealouſy and Suſpicion : But our 
tame Anceſtors, who were thunder'd and: 
lighten'd into the Belief of; a. God, 
kept up the Illuſion when they had un- 
vizarded the Trick: they lik'd, it ſeems, 
the Conceit, and were fo pleas'd with 
Fears and Apprehenſions, they reſolv'd 
to make *em Immortal. oi] 

Theo. Theſe Gentlemen will tell you, 
Time wore out the Memory of the 
Impoſture, but not the Effects Penn 

| | cat. 
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Cheat was ſoon forgot, tho' the Notion 
of a God remain'd ; Education kept this 
on foot, and continu'd it to our Time; 
and indeed the Original Tincture of E- 
ducation ſeldom wears out: Tho? ſome 
imbred Principles are impregnable a- 
gainſt Education, yet ſome Cuſtoms a- 
riſe from Education, which Nature it 
ſelf can hardly deal with. | 
Euſeb. Atheifts when they have loſt 
their other Holds, retreats to Educa- 
tion; they look upon it as an advan- 
tagious Poſt, and think themſelves there, 
not only out of the Reach of Surpriſe, 
but of Aſſault; it is their darling Ar- 
gument, and therefore deſerves. a pecu- 
lar Conſideration... I deſire you there- 
fore to keep it for a Reſerve, at pre- 
ſent I. have the ſecond Gentleman up- 
on my hands, and I muſt do him Right 
before I leave him. Yon ſay, other Cen- 
tlemen affirm with great Probability, . that 
the Perſwaſion of a God ſprings 8 an 
innate Fear in the Mind of Man, and 4 
reſtleſs Appre henſion of the Worſt that may 
happen; and then yon prop the Aſſertion 
with the Authority of a Poet. This is in 
Mr. Hobbes Phraſe ; Fear of Power inviſi- 
ble, ſeign d. by the Mind, or imagin'd from 
Tales publickly told, is Religion. 
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This Evaſion is liable to great Ex- 
ceptions; for ſuppoſing Man has an 
innate Fear, that he is ſubject to ima- 
zine dreadful Things, and apt to skare 
himſelf with gaſtly Apparitions of his 
own Coining ; yet he cannot fear, un- 
teſs he frames, or finds the Object that 
raiſes this unquiet Paſſion : what Obje& 
can he frame in the Shop of his Ap- 
prehenſions which has not ſome Relati- 
on to Misfortunes he has either ſeen or 
heard of? The Fancy may make ſtrange 
Combinations, and tie together Things 
that have no Connexion, yet it muſt. 
know thoſe things before it links 'em 
together; for the Apprehenſion, like 
the Will, cannot work upon thoſe Ma- 
terials that lie out of its Sphere. When 
the Steams of the Hypocondry mount 

up to the Brain, a Man may fan 
himſelf at the laſt Gaſp, tho' his Pulſe 
beat even, and he enjoys perfect Health, 
for he has ſeen others dye, and knows 
he is liable to the ſame Fate; but the 
moſt ſplenetick Coxcomb in the World 
cannot fright himſelf with a Pleuriſy, 
unleſs he knows there be ſuch a Di- 
Jeaſe in Nature. The Notion of a God 
may therefore awake Man's Fear, but 
the moſt timerous Nature cannot . 
| e 
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ble at the Apprehenſion of a God, un- 
leſs ſuch a Being be knowa : Seeing 
therefore the Knowledge. of a God pre- 
cedes his Fear, who ſtampt on Man the 
Impreſſion? 3 
Theom. We muſt take things as we 
find em. Man depends Originally on. 
himſelf, he is beholding to no exteri- 
or Principle for his Exiſtence, he is as 
he ever was, and will always be, with- 
out any interveining Change: The No- 
tion of a Deity (theſe Gentlemen ſay) 
has ſtuck cloſe to him from Eternity, 
and in all Probability will jogg on with 
him till the Species fall into Nothing; 
but to what intent this Fury hovers 
about him, Doctors have not deter- 
min'd ; ſome notwithſtanding are in- 
clin'd to believe, that Nature enyious 
of Mans happineſs, rais'd this Spirit to 
2 his Hopes, and ſophiſticate his Plea- 
1 

Euſeb. Your Gentlemen Incognito, who 
argue by Proxy, triumph without doubt, 
and fancy this Anſwer has made the 
Buſineſs wonderfully clear; but I appeal 
to the common Senſe of Mankind, 
whether it does not rather ſtart Difh- 
culties than ſolve *em. . I have -prav'd, 
that Men knew God before they * | 

m, 


him, and conſequently, that this Fear 
could not ſpring from any innate ti- 


merous Diſpoſition, but that it muſt be 


aſcrib'd to the great Author of Na- 
ture, who has ſtampt on our Souls the 
Knowledge of his Being; now your 
young Gentlemen very confidently tell 
me, Man was ab aterno, and ſtands in- 
debted for his Being to no Body but 
his own Nature, and they thruſt on 
me this fine Syſtem, with ſuch an Air 
of Aſſurance, as if it were clear. be- 
yond Debate, and near -allied to the 
firſt UE whereas the Thing is 
not only falſe, but abſurd to Dotage, 
as I ſhall make out in its proper place; 
but abyſſus abyſſum invocat, one Abſurdi- 


ways ſupported with weak Proofs. 

But for the preſent I admit your 
Hypotheſis. Ariſtotle aſſumes this Apho- 
riſm as a Principle aur nihil agit fru- 
ſtra, Nature does nothing in vain; now 
whether we caſt our View without us, 
or within us, whether we ſurvey 
the great World or the leſs, we 


natural Inclination of all Things, either 
tend to the Perfection or Conſervation 
of Individuals, or elſe to the Beauty 


and 


ty uſhers in another; a bad Theſis is al- 


ſhall ſubſcribe to the Maxim: The 


; 
1 
| 
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and Symmetry of the Whole; Synipa- 
' tThies, and Antipathies have their proper 
Stations and Employments; every Be- 
ing, tho' never ſo minute, ads its Part 
in the great Theatre of the Univerſe; 
there are no Mutes in the whole Cre- 
ation, that appear meerly to fill the 
Stage: Seeing therefore all other Things 
have their Task cut out for them, and 
labour in their ſeveral Poſts, why ſhould 
this Notion of a God like a Drone 
ſtand idle without Office, without Im- 
ployment? Has Nature flung it into 
'the- World at Random, as the Oftrich 
lays her Eggs, and then flies into the 
Deſert ? Why ſhould you arraign her Pru- | 
dence in this Point, who ſhews her Wiſ- 
dom in the Management of all Things 
beſides ? Ought we not rather to 
queſtion your Integrity, than her Con- 
duct? | 

Beſides, whether all Things were ab 
eterno of themſelves, or juſtled into Be- 
ing by a lucky Hit of Chance, and 
Legerdemain, they have at leaſt happen'd 
as well, as if an infinite Wiſdom and 
Power had a Hand in the Contrivance; 
but it's moſt certain, an infinite Wil- 
dom would never have engrafted in 5 
Minds 
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Minds of Men, ſo yain, fo ſuperfluous 
2 Principle, had there been no God ig 
the World; therefore ſeeing ſuch a Prin- 
ciple runs thro* the whole Maſs of Man- 
kind; we haveall the Reaſon in the World 
to conclude there is a God. | | 
A Perſon of Quality in the Company, 
who meaſur'd his Wit by his. Eſtate, 
would needscome in to Theomachws Suc- 
cour ; he thought his Title would add 
a Luſter to his Arguments, and that he 
might ſilence Euſebius by Authority, tho? 
he could not by Reaſon : Methinks, 
ſaid he, with Submiſhon to better Judg- 
ments, Theomachus has overlook'd the 
deciſive Solution of the Difficulty, yet 
1 muſt needs ſay, he has behav'd 'him- 
ſelf in the Conteſt like a Man of Parts, 
he has not ſhrunk under the Character 
of a witty and well-ſpoken Man, but 
maintain'd his Reputation; yet often 
times Warmth and Eagerneſs let;Advan- 
tage ſlip, and we remember not in'a 
Hurry thoſe Arguments - that occurs, 
when our Temper is cool and ſedate: 
I do not ſee why we ſhould have Re- 
courſe to accidental, or natural Fears, 
or why we ſhould fetch this Notion 
from the further End of Eternity ; 
we can reconcile the Difference, and 
N ſap 


266 A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 
bro the Breach at leſs Expence of 
ime and Labour: I am apt to think 
Education will unriddle the Myſtery; 
we eaſily take the firſt TinQure, and 
when it's well imbib'd it never wears 
off: The firſt Rudiments ſticks ſo cloſe, 
that often times they never leave us, 
and ſo by a pardonable Miſtake eveg 
wife Men aſcribe many Things to our 
Nature, which we owe to the ſole In- 
ſtruction of our Nurſe. « Turciſm runs 
in ſome Families, Popery in others, and 
the reform'd Religion in mine: Whence 
comes this Variety but from Educatio 
and a certain Influence of the Climate 
Had I been born at Cornfantongle, I had 
taken the Turban inſtead of a Hat, and 
Circumciſion in place of Baptiſm ; had 
I Spain or Italy tor my Country, Pope- 
ry would have been my Religion, and 
in all Probability I fhould have been 
as ready to fight for Clement the XIth's 
Prerogative of Primacy, as I am now 
to fight againſt it: Education alone has 
continu'd Religions; we are Proteſtants 
in England now, becauſe our Parents 
and Governours were ſo the laſt Age: 
The Turks have taken their Alcorar 
from their Anceſtors, and the preſent 
Papilts, Tranſubſtantiation, ſeven Sacra- i 
| ments, 
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ments, and the Maſs from theirs : Now 
if our Fore-Fathers by Education could 
infuſe into us the Belief of theſe ſeye- 
ral Religions, why not that of a God? 
And if they could, why ſhould we craze 
our Brain, and exhauſt our Spirits in the 
Purſuit of another Origin 

The Company applauded my Lord's 
Performance, and ſome were for peti- 
tioning for a higher Patent, for the 
ſignal Service he had done the Na- 
tion. 

Euſeb. Under favour, my Lord, this 
Expedient will not do; nay thoſe Difſi- 
culties I object againſt Theomachus turn up- 
on your Hypotheſis with no leſs Violence 
than his: For this Notion of - a God 
could not be ſpread by Education, be- 
fore it was in the World ; it could not 
be toſt from paſt Ages down to the 
Preſent, unleſs it was in paſt Ages; 
and if it was, it either was ab eterxo, 
or began in Time If you ſay the Firſt, 
you build the whole Proof on meer Con- 
jecture and Suppoſition, nor can you 
make one Tittle of it good, without 
begging the Queſtion : If you ſay the 
Second, than either it began with Man, 
or after him; if with Man, then God 
who made Man ſtamp'd on his Mind 

"RES - this 


268 A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 
this Impreſſion; if it began after him, 
pray who firſt ſail'd into the other 
World, and made the Diſcovery of 
this airy Jyeare © Where did he live? 
And when? Or at leaſt if you are not 
able to date the Birth of the Notion, 
ſhew me when it was not, and I will 
pay your Argument the ſame Reſpet i 
i owe your Perſon ; but I cannot take 
Words for Reaſon, nor a proofleſs Sup- 
poſition for Evidence : You are the Ca- 
Pital Wits of the World; cautious Per- 
fons, that will not be impos'd on, that 
in all Occaſions call for Evidence. 


' - Beſides, according to the Characters 


of Education, and Nature; the No- 
tion has no Reſemblance with Educa- 
tion, but every Line, every Stroke, re- 
preſents Nature to the Life. We ſay 
Self-Love, and the Inclination to Plea- 
ſure are natural to Man, becauſe we 
ſee theſe two Paſſions accompany 
him in all Ages, in all Places, and in 
all Employments; we love our ſelves 
now, as our Anceſtors did fix thouſand 
Years ago; we purſue Pleaſure in 1702 
with the ſame Eagerneſs our Fore-Fa- 
thers did in looo, and even thoſe who 
acting by more high and more divine 


Motives fly Pleaſure, cannot avoid the | 
Inclina- 
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Inclination: The Deſire of Glory, ac - 
cording to all Men, riſes alſo from Na- 
ture, becauſe it puts the Thoughts of 
all Men in a Ferment, it awakens their 
Induſtry, and enlivens 'em for Action; 
we all love to ſurvive the Grave, and 
hate that our Name ſhould be nail'd 
up in the Coffin - This Perſwaſion be- 
gun with Man, and has continu'd in 
his Blood without Variation, without 
Interruption; it warms old Age, and 
fires Youth, it aſſaults the Peaſant, it 
captivates the Prince; thoſe who dare 
not fetch Glory from the Camp, purſuc 
it at the Bar, they plead up their 
Names when they want Reſolution to 
fight *em up; in fine, Nature is the 
ſame in all Men, it's ſtable, uniform, 
permanent; but Education is of ano- 
ther Complexion ; *tis always upon the 
Change; Time, Intereſt, and Conqueſt _ 
eftabliſh new Cuſtoms, they ſet up new 
Principles of "Education, and proclaim 
new Maxims : The Conqueſt of William 
the Firſt forc'd England to baw to new 
Cuſtoms, as well as new Maſters; it 
aboliſn'd the old Laws, together with 
the ancient Kings, and our Education 
became French with our Governours : 
Look where you will, and. you'll find 

N 3 Edu- 


* ; 
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Education always follow'd the Fortune 
of the State, the Subverſion of this 
2 a Prelude to the Eſtabliſnment of 
that. | 

If therefore upon Inquiry, we find 
the Inſtint of a God has paſs'd un- 
rouch'd, thro' all the Revolutions of 
Times and Empires; if it has bore up 
againſt the Fury of the moſt barbarous 
Conqueror; what can we conclude, but 
that it is fixt and rooted in Nature ? 
But that God has ſtampt this Character 
of himſelf upon us? and that it ſprings 
not from the Principles of Education? 
Now I have already demonſtrated, that 
the Notion of a God poſleſs'd all Men's 
Minds from the Beginning of Ages; 
that it has ſtood immovable, amidſt all | 
the Vicifitudes of Time, and all the 
Turns of Fortune: Empires have fallen 
either under the Weight of their own 
Greatneſs, or the Fury of the barbarous 
Conquerors: Nations have left Barbari- 
ty to take up Civility, and again a- 
dandon'd Civility to replunge into 
Barbarity; they have quitted their old 
Habitations to ſeek out. new ones, and 
loſt their very Language with their Li- 
berty : One Cuſtom has juſtled out a- 


nother, and Time has wore out that, 
ko 


ow 
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to make room for a Third: Theſe” 


ſtrange Revolutions have wrought no 


Change in the Belief of a Deity; it 
has ſurviv'd Empires, and prov'd more 
durable than the Collofſas of Rhodes, or 
the Temple of Diana; neither the Cor- 
ruption of Nature, nor all the vain At- 
tempts of Atheiſts, have been able to 
baniſh it from one Town, Village, or 
Family : The Notion of a God has 
made Mankind in all Ages, and all 
Places fall before it, and thoſe Men 
who dare Diſpute © ag him cannot 
forbear to tremble. Tis then moſt cer- 
tain that either Man has no natural 
Propenſion, or that this Impreſſion. of a 
ſupream Being is one. 
la the mean time I do not doubt; 
but Education may limit our natural 
Inclinations, and rather tie them to 
one Object than another; for tho' na- 
turally all Men propend to Pleafüre, 
yet what is agreeable to ſome is not 
to others; what touches ſmoothly my 
Organ, may grate upon yours. Domi- 
tian delighted himſelf with ſticking flies: 
Nero with driving Chariots: Some are 
for Venus, others for Bacthus: And this 
confining the univerſal Principle riſes 
either from Education, or Conſtitution, 
or 
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or both: Again, tho? the Deſire of Glo- 
ry be Natural and Univerſal, yet E- 
ducation often aſſigns the Object; and 
hence it is, that Punctilio's vary with 
the Climat; ſome place their Glory in 
overcoming an Enemy, others in par- 
doning him; ſome judge nothing more 
Glorious than to ride at the Head of 
an Army, to ſack Towns, and crive 
Deſolation before them ; whilſt others 
laugh at their Folly, and wrapt up in 
Speculation, think it more honourable 
to write of Wars, than to wage 'em: 
In -a word Theomachus, you perchance 
perſwade your ſelf, nothing can be 
more illuſtrious than to defjie God, 
whilſt I am fatisfy'd the true Glory of 
of every rational Creature conſiſts in O- 
bedience to his Commands, and Love to 
his Perſon : Theſe are the Effects of 
Education, they vary with the Meri- 
dian, they become obſolete with Time, and 
like Faſhions or Almanac s, grow out 
of Date. | 


Let us ſay the ſame of God; tho 


the Perſwaſion of a God he engrafted 
in Nature, yet Education may contri- 
bute to frame different Ideas of him, 
and to propagate various Worſhips : 
Some People fell before a Crocodile, 0- 
- = thers 
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thers before a Red Cloath, the Romans 
worſhip'd Men, and ſome Indian, the 
Devil: When once Ipnorance had hatcht 
theſe monſtrous Ideas of God, and Au- 


thority had given them Credit, Educa- 


tion ſpread the Error, and handed it 
down to Poſterity : But the Notion of 
2 Divinity preceded the Infetion of 
Education, and Men believ'd a ſupream 
Being, and a true God, before they ſet 

up the Statues of falſe ones. | 
I grant that the different Sefts which 
divide, and ſubdivide Chriſtianity, owe 
their Propagation to Education ( I mean 
generally) and what wonder? For Chri- 
ſtianity is a ReveaFd Religion, its My- 
ſteries lies above the Reach of Nature, 
our Underſtanding cannot come at them, 
God himſelf has been pleas'd to com- 
municate them, he has writ them on 
Paper, not on our Hearts, and we muſt 
hear them before we can believe them : 
Parents take care, either by themſelves, 
or others, to inſtill iato their Children 
the Principles of theſe Sects they profeſs, 
and to chuſe for them a Religion before 
they can make any Choice for them- 
ſelves: Thus moſt Men enter upon their 
Parents Religions, as they do upon their 
Eſtates, and refolve that, which will 
| N 5 convey 
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convey them into an endleſs Miſery or 
Happinefs, - into meer Education: Bat 
the Exiſtence of a God is printed in 
our Nature; we know it without the 
Help of external Revelation or Preach- 
Ing; we are our own Scripture ; our owe 
Apoſtles. | E 
But do not think, I deny Education 
can have any Part in framing in us the 
Knowledge of a God; tho? it be natu- 
ral for a Mother to love her Children, 
and for a Child to reſpe& his Mother, 
yet Education concurs, this draws up 
thoſe reciprocal Duties in more lively 
Colours, and puts the laſt Hand to the 
ruff Draught of Nature: Juſt ſo, in 
our preſent Controverſy, tho' Nature 
leads us to the Knowledge of a God, 
yet Education haſtens it ; this brightens 
often times the Idea, and poliſhes it 
with Inſtructions and Precepts : Thus 
my Lord I have return'd an Anſwer 
to your Objection, and without the 
lzaſt Grain of Partiality prov'd, that 
Atheiſts retreat in vain to Educati- 
on. 4 | 317K 3-9 D 
Theo. What you deny to Education 
cannot be refus'd to Policy. This Whim 
of a God was hatc'd in ſome Cloſet 
by a ſecret Juncto of ms E 
| | | ; 
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firſt iſſu'd from the Court, and was pro- 
bably poſted into the Country by Pro- 
clamation; Authority ſent it Abroad, 
Fear kept it Countenance, and at laſt 
the 8 of Soveraignty gated 
it ; the Trick took roy. the 
Apprehenſion of a Deity, the Terrors of 
eternal Pains, with the flattering Allure - 
ments of eternal Pleaſure, aw'd the Sub- 
ject into Obedience and Submiſſion; and 
then theſe Effects ſo beneficial to Gb- 
vernment, eaſily perſwaded Princes to 
cheriſh the Illaſion, and to keep tip the 
Impoſture. | n 
Euſeb. Good God ! That Men ſhould 
be ſo wiſe to deceive themſelves ! Is 
the Belief of a God ſo conducing to 
the Bonying up of human Society? So 
neceſſary for the ſuppreſſing of Diſoꝶ 
ders? And the Conſervation of # 0 


Subordination ? Twere then to be wiſh 
at leaſt, there were ſuch a Thing, an 
were I of the great Counſel of the Na- 
tion, I would offer a Bill to both the 
Houſes for the Extirpation of State od 


who endeavour to deprive the State 9 
ſo excellent an Inſtrument of Gbverti- 
ment. But *tis ftrange, that Man; into 
whoſe ſoul Nat nre, Chanre, or Neceſſtry, 
or what you think fit to call his ori- 

glnary 
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ginary Cauſe, have breath'd ſuch a Sym- 
pathy to Commerce, ſuch an Inclination 
to Society, ſhould have left him ſo na- 
ked of thoſe Materials that are neceſ- 
my for carrying on any ftable Cor- 
reſpondence, that he is forc'd to have 
Recourſe to tion, to flie to Forgery, 
and to build the whole Frame of mu- 
tual Communication on Cheats, that 
are the Bain of Society, the Plague of 
Converſation, the Diſturbers of Peace, 
and declar'd Enemies to Order. 
_ Secondly, What Machiavel firſt rais'd 
this Spirit, that all the Power of Wit 
pointed with Debauchery, has never been 
able to conjure down ? What great 
Nabucodonoxar rear'd up this gigantick 
Statue of a Deity, and then commanded 
4 People and Nations to fall down and 
worſhip it? Where did he keep his Court? 
In what part of the World did he 
Reign? In what Olimpiade did he Live? 
A. credible Return to theſe few Quere; 
might poſſibly make ſome Impreſſion on 
reaſonable Men: But an Hypotheſis in 
the Air, that wants the Prop of Proofs, 
that is ſuſtain'd by meer: Conjecture or 
Poſſibility, muſt fall to the Ground: Au- 
thority without Reaſon makes „ a 
£ 1 | _.. . lean 
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lean Figure, and if you intend to win 
our Faith, firſt ſubdue our Underſtand- 
ings. 
| Thirdly, If the, Notion of a Deity be 
a meer Frick of Stateſmen, a fly In- 
vention of Princes ; methinks they ſhould 
not ſtartle at the Monſter, they only 
fram'd to affright others; they may turn 
their Subjects Fears into Diverſion, as 
well as Profit, and applaud their Cunning 
for this double Advantage. of Obedience, 
and Pleaſure; but we ſee the contrary, 
Stateſmen are no more ſecure from 
Throws of Conſcience, than the Mecha- 
nicks, nor the Prince, than the Peaſant ; 
The Terrors of a God often rife with 
the Character; great Men moſt dread 
tis Juſtice, becauſe they moſt offend his 
Goodneſs. I ask then, how thoſe who 
fourb'd others, became Dupes to their 
own contrivance ? If by State-Magick 
they conjur'd up this Phantom, why de 
they tremble at it ? Did all the Princes of 
the World dye ixteſtati? Without mak- 
ing over this great arcanum Imperij to 
their Succeſſors? Were they cut off in 
one Night as the Firſt-born of Egyt? Or 
did they intomb this grand Secret with 
their Bodies? A Man that can ſwallow 
theſe Abſurdities, rather wants Hellebore 
than 


loſepher 
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than Arguments, and I would ſooner 
3 him to a Phyſician than a Phi- 


Fourthly, That Hero of your Faction, 
the great Mr. Hobbs, that able Politi- 
cian, who wheedled "himſelf firſt, and 


then a conſiderable Part of the Nobili- 


ty out of Conſcience and Religion too: 
That Hobbs, I fay, who has left us a 
Draught of Government, I mean of A- 
theiſtical Policy, in Folio : Who knows 
as little what he ſays, as what he be- 
lieves, croſſes upon your Syſtem ; he ra- 
ther lays the Knavery at the Subjects 
door, than at the Princes, and affirms 
point blank the ſetting up of a God 
1 to drive home Liberty, and to pen 
Soveraignty, to countenance Diſobe- 
dene and to clip the Wings of Au- 
thority : It #5 impoſſible, ſays he, a Com- 
mon-Wealth ſhould ftand, where other 
but the Soveraign, hath a Power of giving 
greater Reward than Life, and of inflicting 
greater Puniſhments than Death; now ſeein 


eternal Life is à greater Reward, than t 


Life preſent, and eternal Torment a greater 
Puniſhment than the Death of Nature, it 
% 4 Thing worthy to be — con del of 
alt Men, that deſire by obe eying bak 
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Civil War, what is ment in holy Seripture 
Life eternal, and Torments eternal; 
and then he lays before his Reader as 
fine a Scheme of Life and Death eter- 
nal, as a Libertine can Defire, 'or an 
Atheiſt invent: According to this Gen- 
tleman; thoſe Princes that firſt ſet up 
the Notion of a God upon political 
Ends, were but puny Statiſts, they were 
as unacquainted with their Intereſt, as 
the Maxims of Ruling, for conſti- 
tuting a fuperiour Power, that could 
reward more hberally, and puniſh more 
feverely than they; they ſuggeſted new 
Pretences of Revolt to their Subjects, 
and ſnew'd a Secret till then unknown, 
viz. that on Occaſions they might War 
upon their Leaders, not only without 
Sin, but even with Merit: For in the 
Hypotheſis of a God, this Maxim is e- 
vident, God is to be obeyd before Man; 
now Experience teaches us that Knaves 
can eaſtly perſwade the Mob, any In- 
junction of a Prince that lies a little 
heavy, is againſt God, and when once 
this Frenzy has ſeiz'd upon the Brains 
of the Vulgar, they flie to Arms, they 
ſlay out of Zeal, they butcher their fel- 
low Subjects out of Devotion, and vail 
the Prerogative to Property, and the Crown 
5 to 
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to the Prong and Pitchfork: Theſe 1 
* are the Reaſons that move Mr. 
Hobbs to caution Princes againſt Reli- 
gion, to queſtion the Rewards of Ver- 
tue, and the Puniſhments of Vice: Vou 
ſee how you receed from the Opinion 
of Mr. Hebbs, and leave your Patriarch 
in the Lurch: It's unkind to treat a 
Gentleman with fo little Ceremony, to 
whom you owe ſo much; he firft brought 
Atheiſm into Credit, and like the Gyant 
in the Fable, firſt war'd openly upon 
Vertue, and then turn'd his Fury a- 
gainſt Heaven: He model'd you into a 
| kind of Society, who before rang'd a- 
bout the World like the wild Tartars, 
or Arabians, without Government or 
Order : *Twas he firſt rais'd Impudence 
to a Science, Frenzy to Wit, and Infide- 
lity to Religion : From him. you bor- 
row your Errors, and even Arms to de- 
fend em: Why then will you diſoblige 
a Man to whom your whole Fraterni- 
ty ſtands indebted ? 

In a word, the Belief of a Divinity 
could never be impos'd on Mankind 5 
the Cunning of any Prince, or Stateſ- 
man; for when one Man attempts to 
over-reach another, he has Recourſe 
without doubt to Reaſon; now I can- 

| | not 
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not perſwade my ſelf that Reaſon can 
invent a Cheat, that Reaſon cannot diſ- 
cover ; for it's evident the Belief of a 
ſupream Being carries Dread and Ter- 
ror along with it, it humbles Pride, 
checks Lewdneſs, and curbs the pleaſing 
Sallies of Senſuallity; it preſcribes Laws 
to Intereſt, and bounds to Pleaſure, 1t 
reſtrains Thoughts no Jeſs than Actions; 
how then can a Man 1n his Wits pre- 
ſume that upon the bare Propoſition of 
the Dectrine, without any ſerious Ex- 
amen, without the Recommeadation of 
plauſible Arguments, all Men ſhould 
ſwallow the Impoſture, and vote the 
Being of a God at the Expence of their 
darling and favourite Prerogative Liber- 
ty, of their Quiet and Tranquility ? Be- 
fore you can admit ſo palpable an Ab- 
ſurdity, you muſt ſuppoſe all Mankind 
flung up their Reaſon for Company Sake, 
or run mad to keep up the Frolick : 
You muſt ſuppoſe our Anceſtors were- of 
another Species than we, that their In- 
clinations croſs'd on ours, that they 
plac'd their Pleaſure not in Enjoyment 
but Self-denial, their Liberty in Con- 


1 aud their Happineſs in tremb- 
Ing. ; 


But 
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But if you ſay they embrac'd the Te- 
nets on Grounds, fallacious at Bottom, 
but glaz'd over with the plauſible Var- 
niſh of Sophiſtry and Paralogiſm; it's 
ſtrange, that Reaſon after a hundred 
Attempts, for the Space of many Ages, 
has never been able to tear off the Diſ- 
guiſe, or to diſcover the Fallacity that 
was contrived by Reaſon: And yet it 
is more aſtoniſhing, that the univerſal 
Reaſon of Mankind has been wretch- 
edly enſnar'd and blinded to ſo prodigi- 
ous a Degree, as to take thoſe Proofs 
for reaſonable and ſblid, which upon the 
Principles of Atheiſts, were never able 
to give any rational Account of God's 
Exiſtence, either by his Effects or Ope- 
rations: Yau cannot believe this, unleſs 
you believe that Reaſon: it ſelf is unrea- 
fonable, or that the Reaſon of all the 
World was over-reach'd by that of one 
crafty Politician. If you dare venture 
to clap in with this Abſurdity, I muſt 
confeſs your Faith is Facile and Com- 
prehenſwe in ſome Caſes, tho* ſtreight- 
lac'd in others; and you cannot refuſe 
to believe a God, unleſs you own its in 
your Power to believe what is morally - 
Impoſſible, but not what is highly Cre- 


dible. To conclude, you have unrid- 
dled 


nnn 


A Gentleman inſtrulted, &c. 2383 
dled the ſecret, tis a meer State En- 
Line, you ſay, a petty Craft to fright 
ſome, and flatter others into Obedi- 
ence ; disband therefore your Fears, 
run from Conſtience, or out-grow it, 
place Good and Evil on the ſame Le- 


vel, for nothing can be Evil below, 


unleſs there be a ſupream Law-giver 
above. A Child will ſcream out at its 
Nurſe, under the Diſguiſe of a Vizard, 
but take it off, and he turns the very 
Object of Fear into Play and Diverſion; 
You haye unmask'd the Fourbery, you 
have diſcover'd the Impoſture, why have 
you leſs Aſſurance than a Child? Why 
leſs Diſcretion ? Why do you ſtill ſweat 
under the Awe of a Deity, and fome- 
times grown under the Laſhes of Con- 
ſcience? If you have been gulb'd into 
theſe Frights, diſcourſe your felf out 
of them; Fear and Remorſe are not 
very entertaining: If a Syllogiſm or two 
would rid you of theſe Incumbrances, 
I would have you try Concluſions : But 
alas ! Your own Breaſt confutes your Pre- 
| tenſions, when you affirm the Impreſſion 
of a God is nothing but a Trick, your 
Tongue trembles together with your 


Hearr, and like a Criminal at the Bar, 
| "wh 
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you avow the Fact by a faint Deny- 
a . - 
Theom. Your Diſcourſe amounts to this, 
that no Error can invade and ſubdue 
all Mankind : Now can any Thing be 
imagin'd more univerſal than Polytheiſm ? 
Did it not run thro” all Countries, as 
well as all Times? Did it not ſweep a- 


way the Rich with the Poor ? The Phi- 


loſopher with the Illiterate? And the 
Prince with the Peaſant ? Thro' what 


Gate did this profane Worſhip creep 


into the World ? If many God's may 


be foiſted in,why not one? Does theGreat- 
neſs of the Abſurdity facilitate the Im- 
' Poſture ? Becauſe a Plurality of God's 


ſhocks Reaſon, more than an Unity, can 
Reaſon eaſier over-look the Contradicti- 
on? Does the. Cheat lie. out of Sight, 
becauſe a Child may diſcover it ? 

Euſeb. Polytheiſm (tho? it ſpread wide) 
was never Univerſal : We know as ſure 
when it was not, and when it begun, 
as palt Tranſactions can be known: 
The Memory of Things paſt can only 
run down to us thro' the Channel of 
Tradition; Authors both Sacred and 


Prophane mark its Origin; it takes its 


Riſe from the Tower of Babel, and the 


firſt Emperor was Metamorphoꝛꝰd into D. 
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firſt Deity : Nor did it infe& all Peo- 
ple; ſome Millions of Jews deteſted the 
Sacriledge, and there are many proba- 
ble ConjeQures in ſpight of the Sorbone, 
that the Worſhip of one God continu'd 
in China two thouſand Years : But how- 
ever ſince the Birth of Chriſtianity Po- 
lytheiſm has loſt Credit and Empire, 
it only reigns where Ignorance and 
Barbarity domineer, and thoſe 
Creatures hng the Cheat who are willing 
to be deceiy'd. 

Moreover the Philoſophers and wiſe 
Men of all Ages and Countries receded 
from the Multitude in this monſtrous 
Veneration : Plato confeſs'd he was a 
Polytheiſt when he ſpoke in jeſt, but a 
Theiſt when he ſpoke in earneſt : Cicero 
rallies the State Theology, and drolls up- 
on thoſe Gods in his Books he ador'd 
in the Capitol: Seneca burleſques the Mul- 
tiplicity of Divinities; and in a word, 
all the Heathen Divines as well as Po- 
ets evidently demonſtrate, that thoſe 
believ'd in many Gods who follow'd 
Cuſtom, and thoſe in one who obey'd 
Reaſon : So that, tho' the wiſe Men 
were not guilty of the Error, they 
were of the Sin, becauſe they ſwam 
down the Stream with the os. 

they 
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they burnt Incenſe to Stones, offer'd 
Victims to Statues, and approv'd- in 
their AQions what they condemn'd in 


their Judgment. | 
Nay if we believe Tertullian, the very 


 AMultitude in their ſuddain Frights look'd 
up to Heaven, not the Capitol, and 


inyok'd one God, not many: Whence 
we may draw with him this Inference, 
that Nature profeſs'd one God, whilſt 


Corruption and Ignorance allow'd of 


Thirty Thouſand : But beſides, in vain 
you beg Univerſality of the Vulgar 
the Vote of the Multitude ſeparatec 
from the Approbation of the Wiſe, is 
no more to be regarded than the O- 
inion of Bedlams; their Authority can 
of no greater Weight, than that of 
Children who have Reaſon but cannot 
uſe it: They know as little what they 
do, as Why: They act by no other Rule 
than Paſſion or Cuſtom: Like frighted 
Sheep one treads on the Heels of ano- 
ther, and the Miſtake of the Firſt is 
follow'd by that of the whole Flock: 
In fine, they judge at Random, take 
things upon Truſt, and ſtamp Truth and 
Falſhood with the ſame Impreſſion; and 
ſo leave us no Marks to diſcover the 


Impoſture. | 


r 


But 
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But again, your Argument is ſo far 


from enerwifgng my Diſcourſe, that it 
confirms it + People had never ador'd 
falſe Gods, had;they not been firſt per- 
ſwaded there was a true one; as a 


picture ſuppoſes ſome real Original, ſo 
a Counterfeit Excellency ſuppoſes a real 
one: Who would counterfeit G 


if there was no ſuch Coin? Or cheat 
the World with falſe Diamonds if 
there were no true ones in Nature? 
The Heathens ador'd falſe Gods, I 
think we may therefore with a great 
Deal oi Probability infer, that Nature 
taught them there was a true one. 
Now it's no hard Task to convince 
a Man that will ftoop to Reaſon, that 
Polytheiſm might eaſily be ſet on Foot 
by Craft, Pollicy, or Corruption, tho? 
the Belief of one God could not: Firſt 
to ſatisfie the Senſes, Men made God 
Viſible; Secondly to content the Ima- 
gination, that could not crowd all the 
Perfections of God in one Idea, the 
multiply'd the Divinity; then Blindneſs 
growing upon 'em with the Superſtition, 
thoſe Things that were intended to re- 
preſent his Perfections were apply'd to 
Men; and then Darkneſs ſeiz d er 
em to that Degree, that they deity'd 
| Diſeaſes, 


* 
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Diſeaſes, and adored thoſe Obſcenities 
in their Temples, they durſt not name 
ll in civil Company; laſtly, to fayour their. 
| Paſſions and to give full Wing to un- 
/ __ reaſonable Appetites, they plac'd Adul- 
| terers in Heaven, rs on Altars, 
and adored all Vices, that they might 
be exempt from the Practice of all Ver- 
| tues; for who durſt condemn what 
4 ador d? Or puniſh what they worſhip'd ? 
1 What Crime might not be committed 
"A at Home with Honour and Impunity, 
1 that was reverenc'd in the Temples with 
Proſtration and Victim??? - 
' But if this Account does not pleaſe 
þ you, pray attend, and I hope you will 
1 receive full Satisfaction. Polytheiſm is a 
Sin of the deepeſt Dye, and therefore 
we cannot imagine Men, plung'd into 
| the very Depth of Wickedneſs, with- 
| out previous Diſpoſitions, Crimes like 
| natural Bodies do not ſhoot out in a 
| Moment, but leaſurely, Nemo repente fit 
= peſſimus: Idolatry like all other mon- 
| | ſtrous Offences came upon us by De- 
| 
| 


grees: Firſt Men carv'd Statues, then 
they honour'd them, and infine ador'd 
them; and as the Cauſe of making them 
was various, ſo that of deifying them 
was alſo; a Father, ſays the wiſe a 


- 
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afflicted with untimely mourning, when 
he had made the Image of his Child 
taken away, now honoured him as a 
God, 'which was then' a dead Man; and 
ſome fell into ſo deſperate an Ignorance, 
as to erect Statues and Altars to thoſe 
very Perſons they mourn'd for; they 
conſtituted Ceremonies for the Dead as 
Cures for the Grief of the Living. Sa- 
cra facta ſunt que fuerunt aſſumpta 'Solatia. 
Min, Felix. | * 7 

In ſome Places Idolatry ſprung from 
the Pride of Princes, who ſubſtituted 
their Statues to fupply their Preſence, 
and commanded their Subjects to pax 
their Repreſentative the Reſpect due to 
their Perſons ;” and this Worſhip, tho” 
civil in its Origin, ſwelPd into Adora- 
tion by the ſervil Flattery of ſome, and 
the ſtupendious Blindneſs of others, and 
when once the Gate flew open to Illu- 
ſion, Idolatry ruſt'd into the World like 
a Torrent, and bore down all before 
it. Nabucodonozor would be ador'd whilſt 
he liv'd: Alexander obtain'd Worſhip 
of the Pcrſiazrs, but could not of his 
{Macedonians ;, theſe to ſet up their Va- 
lour would never own their King was 
a God, the others deifyed their Con- 
queror to pallate the Shame of their 

© De- 
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Defeat: The Roman Cæſars lov'd rather 
to be fear'd while they liv'd, than ado- 
red; they would firſt die before they 
would be thought immortal, and pre- 
tended no right to Sacrifices till Death 
cat off all Claim to Government; but 
then the ignorant Multitude and fawn- 
ing Magiſtrate plac'd their Princes a- 
bove the Stars, and built Temples to 
thoſe, whom they ſtabb'd in the Senate, 
or flung into the Common-Shores. 
In other Places, Polytheiſm and Ido- 
latry-came from Gratitude z the People 
dedicated Statues to thoſe famous Men, 
who firſt founded their Cities or im- 
prov'd them, who fram'd Laws or in- 
vented Arts: And in Proceſs of Time, 
the exterior Marks of Gratitude became 
divine Worſhip : If yoa doubt of theſe 
Occaſions, let me recommend to your 
Peruſal Lactantius, Philaſtrius, Arnobius 
and Min. Felix, and I am confdent you 
will urge no more for Satisfaction: Now 
if you ask me why the Notion of one 
God could not be impos'd on Mankind 


by Ignorance, Stupidity and Cuſtom, as 


well as Idolatry and Polytheiſm; I can 
only deſire you to ſpend a Moments 
Reflection on what 1 have ſaid alrea- 


dy. | 
* | Theom. 


| 
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Theo. I percewe then you will not 
admit it Pcible, that any Error can 
be Univerſal : Pray do not ballance plain 
Matter of Fact with tion: Did 
not all the World believe the Anripodes 
impoſſible ? And do not the Clowns of 
all Nations to this Day take the Aer 
or Sum to be ten times bigger than the 
fixt Stars # 2 E 
Euſeb. Whether an Error can be V- 
niverſal ot no, is not my Concern; 
tho' Ar:ftotle denys it, and tho” it can 
never be made out” by any Fact, that 
ſuch an Error is poſfible, yet if a Con- 
'ceflion will be any Advantage to your 
"Cauſe, = take it; however, I main- 
tain, that the Perſwaſion of a God 
cannot poſſibly be ſuch; and I think tha: 
the Aſſertion is made pretty clear al- 
ready, yet to ſatisſie Doubts, and to 
cut off all Reply, I add an Argument, 
which has all the Appearance of Con- 
viction. ö 

There is a natural Light in Man's 
Underſtanding, that never deceives him; 
but then there is a Prejudice that al- 
ways does: Were we exempt from rxhis, 
we ſhould ſeldom be in the Wrong, 
and were we deveſted of that, we 
mould never be in the Right; we can- 
O 2 RO 
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cannot throw our "Miſtakes on any in- 
breed Quality of the Intelle&, for then, 
falſe Judgments would be natural to 
it, and ſo we might take up with the 
Scepticks, and doubt of all Things, or 
rather we ſhould be aſſur'd of this alone, 
that we was always in Error. : 
There are two Sources of Error, the 
one Exterior, which may be reduc'd to 
Example, Education, and Sophiſtry; theſe 
exerciſe a ſtrange Empire on the Un- 
derſtanding, they impoſe upon it to 
Admiration, and almoſt. force it into 
Error by propoſing Objects under falſe 
Light; hence it comes, that Lewdneſs 
in hot Countries; and Drunkenneſs in 
cold, paſs for Peccadillo's, altho? in them- 
ſelves they are great Offences : The in- 
terior Cauſes are Three, the Senſes, Ima- 
ination, and Paſſion, and any of theſe 
are-able 'to propoſe Things. in borrow'd 
Colours, and repreſent em to the Un- 
derſtanding quite different from them- 
ſelves; thus a Star having been repre- 
ſented to us from our Cradle no big- 
ger than à Candle, we have found ſome 
difficulty to be diſabus'd, not being a- 
ble to reconcile the ſmall Idea we take 
from our Senſe, to that vaſt one we 
receive from Reaſon; our mig 
| haas 


A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 293 
has been ſo imploy'd in Matter, that 
it gives even Spirits its Proprieties; 
we are no more able to imagine our 
Souls without Extenſion, than a Moun- 
tain without a OE the Will being 
engag'd by Paſſion, byaſſes the Under- 
ſtanding, and forcing it to judge true 
whatever ſtands for our Advantage, 
leads us into a Thouſand Errors, and 
then 'tis very hard to diſcover the Mi- 
ſtake, when 'tis our Intereſt to be de- 
ceiv'd: Now, I ſay, the univerſal Be- 
lief of a God, cannot be aſcrib'd either 
to the exterior Cauſes of Error, or to 
the Interior: The firſt Part of the Af 
ſertion ſtands firm on thoſe Reaſons I 
have already brought ; the Second F 
prove beyond a Poſlibility of Doubt- 
ing. 

The Belief of a Deity cannot with 
any colour of Reaſon be ſuppos'd to 
flow from any of theſe general Origins of 
Illuſion, if it be rather contrary than 
conformable to *em, if they rather 
prompt us to believe there is no God,; 
than that there is one; for what Er- 
ror can ſpring from thoſe Cauſes, that 
have no Proportion to it, that rather 
ſtifle than foment it? Now, I appeal to 

O 3 Atheiſts 
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Atheiſts themſelves, whether they owe 
not a great Part of their crimiaad oe 
cradelity, to Senſe, Imagi n; 
tion of Heart; they have __ 
accuſtom'd to j by Senſe, 
_ <S 2am ; they _— Shores 
ry of Reaſoning); re as 

fry, or empty Speculation whatever 
cannot fall under Senſation : ; whey tell 
us they cannot admit God to be the 
Object of their Faith, becauſe he can- 


met Bs that of their Senſe ; their a. | 


gination is toſt in the Survey of his 
Eternity, and Immenkty, cannot . 
frame to themſelves any tolerable Idea 
of his Eflence, nor what he did, nor 
where 2a was before} the World's 
Creation, and then this N of the 
Imagination puzzles the Underſtandin 
and fo they deny his Being, becauſe 
they do not conceive _ 
tributes and 


At- 
In fine, the 


fainted Inclinations — tyrannize over 


the Heart, level all their Engines 


God's Exiſtence, becsuſe this Truth curbs 
their Infoletice. and if it does not cory. 


rect their Irregularity, at leaſt it abates 


Their * 
Let 
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Let therefore all the World, if you 
pleaſe, for many Ages deny the Aiti- 
- podes, let em believe the firſt Stars are 
no bigger than. the Flame of a Taper, 
or that the Moon equals the Sun; the 
very Hypotheſis favours me; this univer- 
ſal Miftake aſſures me almoſt above 
Demonſtration, that thoſe who confeſs 
a God are not deluded : For fix thou-- 
ſand Years the Senſes have brought 
Negative Arguments againſt the Exi>- 
ſence of a Divinity, Imagination has 
conjur'd up a hundred Difficulties, and 
throw as many Prejudices in our way, 
the extream Wickedneſs of moſt Men 
has made »o God their Intereſt, nay it 
has conquer'd their Defires, and cor- 
rupted their Wiſhes: Yet in Spight of 
Senſe, in Spight of Imagiaation ; maugre 
all the Bribes of Senſuality, the Flatte- 
ry of Appetite, and Violence of Paſſions, 
that always raiſe Doubts in the Face 
of Evidence, in the Preſence. of Demon- 
tration, the Belief of a God has ſtood 
unſhaken, it has ſubdu'd the moſt Ob- 
durate, enlighten'd the moſt Stupid, 
 $kar'd the moſt Profligate, and over- 
come the moſt Rebellious ; all Nations, 
in all Ages, have acknowledg'd his Be- 
O4 ing; 
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ing; and even thoſe who pretend to 
be Atheiſts cannot clear themſelves of 
Doubts, their Fears are more certain 
than their Judgment, and they quake 
before the Nothing they laugh at. 
judge now whether the Belief of a 
God can be the Effect of Prejudice, 
ſeeing it wars upon the very Principles 
of Error, and maintains its Empire o- 
ver the judgments of Men, meerly be- 
eauſe no Prejudice can withſtand it. I 
conclude therefore, this univerſal Con- 
fent, this: harmonious. Concord of Men 
in Cuſtoms different, oppoſite in Inter- 
eſt, and almoſt contrary the one to the 
other in Complexion, as well as Fea- 


tures, cannot proceed from any Thing, 


but the Conviction of a Truth, God 
breath'd: into our Souls when he e- 
ſpous'd 'em to our Bodies, he twiſted 
it with our Nature, and ſo has fenc'd 
it againſt the Aſſaults of Time, Cuſtom 
and Inclination, he has aſſur'd it againſt 
falſe Intelligence of Senſe, and the con- 
founding Impreſſion of Imagination: 


Vou may as ſoon debauch the Sun out 


of the Zodiack, as this indeleble Truth 
out of your Heart, or diſpute an Ethi- | 
#p;an white, as reaſon a God into a 
1 Chymæra: 
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Chymera: No Armour is Proof againſt 
the Point of this Truth, there is no 
Shelter againſt the Force of this invin- 
cible Argument. N commenta de- 
let dies. Nature judicia confirmat, Time 
wears out the Fictions of Opinjon, and 
unmasks the Falſity of ill founded. Per- 
ſwaſions, but then it corroborates the 
Dictates, con firms the Judgment of Na- 
ture: and when a Notion has ſtood the 
Tryal of all Nations, and endur'd the 
Teſt of all Ages, tis a Sign it ſprings 
from Nature, not from Caprice, or- 
Illuſion. r 
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DIALOGVE XV. 


From the unit erſal Conſent of Na. 
tions, it follows, hs The Hane. 
tion there is a God can be 10 
wore Doubtful than this, there was. 
fuch a Man as Ceſar. 


Tbeom. VO fancy, T ſuppoſe, I am 

8 come over to yon, and 
tern'd a through-pac'd Convert; you 
have ply'd me ſufficiently with Words, 
bue not at all with Reaſons. 

Euſeb. *Tis eaſier to aſperſe Truth, 
than to confute it: When T began the 
Conference, if you remember, I engag'd 
my felf to give you convincing Proofs 
of a God, but not Wit to underſtand 
them: I have done my Part, and if the 
make no Impreſſion, you muſt accuſe 
either your Incapacity, or Obſtinacy, 
not the Weakneſs of the Argument. A 
Man that has no Eyes, or ſhuts em 
may grope in the Dark at Noon- day, 
and if he blunders into a Precipice, 
he muſt diſcharge the Sun, and lay his 


Misfortune on the Indiſpoſition of the 
Organ, 
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Organ, or the Folly of his own Will: 
I have diſcover'd Truth, and laid it as 
open as Demonſtration will permit, 
now you very gravely tell me, you 
can't diſcern it 5 may at the ſame 
Rate accuſe Euclide, and turfi his De- 
moenſtrations into Paralogiſins, you may 

ſay Pythagoras has ſhamm'd human Res- 
ſon with his famous Difteovery, and that 
he was toe liberal when he gave 4 
Hecatombe for a Sophiſm. I tell you us 
gain, I have not aſſaulted Jadg- 
ment with Fallacy or Sophiſm, but. with 
naked Truth: A Child may ſee it, aud 
ho Man of Reaſon can deny it; tis toe 
evident to be ovet-look'd, and tos ſtrohg 
to be withſtaod ; you may as well doubt 
whether thete was ſuch 4 Prince a 
Ceſar, as call in queſtion the Being of 

it 


a © . | 
Thes. Hold thete: 1 ho more doubt 
of Caeſars Being, then of thy off, *tis 
— in my power to diſſent from 6i- 
re. f 
Euſeb. I ſuppoſe you make this pubs» 
lick Cotifeſſion to avoid Singularity, ot 
that ſome under-hasd Deion has = 
u· 


Theo, 


ter ſtroak in your Gonceſſioa, than 
vicdtion. 
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Theo. Nothing bit Evidence draws 
ont the Confeſſion ; I cannot doubt when 
Demonſtration. aſſures me, and I muſt 
waver, if bare Conjectures ſupport 


„ "m6," | | 


Euſeb. Pray, by which Propoſition of 


Hi Mathematicks do you demonſtrate Ceſar 


_ ED | 
Theo: vou are in a: Vein of Ban- 
tering ſurely ; paſt Matters of Fact 
neither require, nor are capable of 
Mathematical- Proofs, they are not to 


he made out by Sines or Tangents, they 


$and: on the Baſiz-of Authority, and are 
. only: convey'd to our Knowledge by 
Tradition”: Now I ſuppoſe the joint 
Conſent of all Men, and all Ages, is 
= to make any paſt, Tranſaction cre- 

r 9 

Euſeb. Vour Arithmetick runs too high; 
what: do you talk of all Men ? The 
tenth Part of Mankind- has. heard leſs 
of Geſar, than. of Domingos Voyage to 
the Moon: If you ſend Hue and Cy 
after this: great Conqueror into- the 
Country, nine Parts of- ten will take 
him ſeoner for a Highway-man, than 
an. Emperor, and rather ſappoſe he had 
taken a Purſe, than conquer'd the World: 
Other Countries of Europe are as little 


acquainted 
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acquainted with this Hero as ours: He 
is abſolutely loſt to China and Japan; 
his Feats never ſwam over into Ame- 
rica, and his Obſcurity even in Afa and 
Africa is far greater than his Renown; 
his Memory is only confin'd to Books 
it lives among- Pedants and, School- 
Boys. 1 
| Thema Tis true, but the Tradition 
tho? not phyſically Univerſal, is moraly 
ſo; and this ſuffices to make the Fact 
certain. | Nan 
Euſeb. Nay Sir! I am abſolutely for 
you, and did you not believe there was 
fuch a Man as Ceſar, I ſhould perſwade 
you to turn Anchoret, to take up in Fo- 
reſts, and forſwear all human Society; 
for in Reality, you would be as ill rigg'd 
out for Converſation as Bufflees or Bux- 
zards; but then if upon leſs. Grounds 
you believe there has been ſuch a Man. 
as Ceſar, why do you refuſe. to believe 
a God upon greater? 
 Theom. What? Do you pretend the 
| Motives that prove a God, are more 
_ cogent, than thoſe that prove Cæſar has 
Senn: <3: | : 
- Euſeb. Ido: For not à tenth. Part of 
the World has ever heard of Ceſar, 
and every Man from the firſt- Origin 
_ Q 
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of Things, 18822 Man, that has 
deen able to difcourſe, to link together 
Antecedents and Conſequences, has con- 
ſeſs d there is a ſupreme Being; ſo that 
if we appeal to Number, and put the 
Iſſue of the Controverſy to Vote, the 
Being of a God carries the Day: As 
there is no Propprtion between the Au- 
thority that ſtands for Ceſar, and that 
which ſtands for God, ſo there can be 
no Compariſon between the Certainty of 
the one, and of the other. 

Beſides, thoſe who atteſt Cæſar has ben, 
hat no Intereſt to deny it; they got 
no mere by his Being, than by his not 
Being; the ohe did net advance their 
Förtune, nor the other recoile it: But 
a2 conſidefable Part of thoſe who avouch 
for a God, were intereſted in his 30 
Being, they were Men funk in Lewd- 
nefs, and loſt in Debauchery, their 
Hands were dyed in Blood, Rapifie and 
Sacriledge, and theif Heafts defl'd with 
the moſt crying Abominations; they 
wifyd there were n6 Q6d, beeauſt they 
liv'd as if there Were none; their Inte- 


reſt voted him down, yet their fudg- 
ments could n6f. The Wrack of their 
wounded Conſtieficts told them, there 
Was à God ; and 1805 1 

. 8 


My 


* 


— 
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Juſtice, they had not the Boldneſs &- 
difown it: If therefore thoſe Men de- 
ſerve more Credit, who againſt 
Their own Intereſts, than-thoſe who do 

not, this ſingle Circumſtance makes the 
Being cf a God more certain, than that 
of Cæſar. 

Theom. There is Excedens and #xceſ- 
ſum, if we go to Polling, you may per- 
chance gain the Suit, but if to Evidence, 
the Cauſe is mine. The Authority of 

a few built on Pridence weighs Fen 
Timid more than the Authority of ma- 
ny deſtitute of Reafbn. Thus "he Caſe 
ſtands between you and me; more Wit- 
neſs for God, than. for Ceſar, but then 
the Authority of thoſe who maihtaia 


2 God is ſupported by fancy alone and 
Caprice. 

Euſeb. That is, all Men eſpouſed the 
Belief of a God without Reaſon. What ? 
Can a Man affirm ſuch an amazing Im- 
poſſibility, and boggle at any Thing? 
A wile Man may- ſometimes be im- 
pos'd on by fubtle Appearances, he may 
graſp a Shadow for the Subſtance, and 
take counterfeit Reaſon as well as a da- 
terate Coin: But to fay al Mankind 
took up the Belief of a God on a Pro- 


lick, without Reaſon, ny againſt the 


In- 
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Intereſt of the greater Part, is to ſup-. 


ſe them ftruck at a Clap with the 
Spirit of Folly and Madneſs; *tis to 


ſuppoſe them irrational, and by Infe- 


rence not Men; and what can Fancy 


frame more prodigious, than that a Man 
of Parts ſhould believe this Epidemical 


Eunacy without any Ground or Reaſon. 


Tf Cmprice' has ſent about this .Frolick: ; 


if it has poſted it away to every Cor- 


ner of the habitable World ;- methinks 


we have right to expect it may play 
little Pranks in things of an other Na- 
ture. Why have the Gentry never yet 
flung - Teuxbury Muſtard Balls into their 
own Houſes, and toſs'd the Frenzy 
thro* the whole Nation? Why have they 
never conſpired the Ruin of Vinters 
by with-drawing their Cuſtom, or ſur- 


preſsd the ms of Court by compoſing. 


Law ' Suits 4P amiable? Could we ſee 
Aſloctations carry on theſe, petty Fro- 


licks; we might perchance have ſome 


Inclination to think more . Univerſal 
were poſſible, but till you give me an 
Inſtance, you muſt pardon my Incre- 


dulity. 


Now 'tis Time to take into Conſide- 


ration your pretended Advantage: The 
Proofs for Cæſar's Being are reſolvid, ſay 


you, 
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you, into the Evidence of Senſe, thoſe 
for God's Exiſtence are not, therefore 
the Authority that ſtands: for Ceſar, 
exceeds that which ſtands for God; in the 
ſame Proportion that ctrtitude drawn 
from the Perceptions of Senſe, ſurpaſſes 
the Certitude takon from any other 
Fact“ 

., Firſt, Suppoſing the Evidence which 
ſtands for Ceſar be greater, *tis falſe 
Logic to conclude that the Evidence 

of a God, grounded on the moſt uni- 

verſal Conſent, that ever was in the 

World, is inſufficient to ſecure a wiſe 

Man from Doubt: For certainly ſome- 

thing below ſupream Evidence will 

ſuffice; and if you will not gran me 
this, it evidently follows, you can be 


ſure of Nothing but what you ſee; 


for the Experience of your own Eyes 
zs ten times more convincing than that 
of. another, let it be apply'd to you by 
* The Des full Authority than can be ima- 
gin'd. ä PEERS. 
. Secondly, You cannot refuſe your Aſ- 
ſent to the Exiſtence of a God upon 
account that the univerſal Authority of 
Mankind is: not founded on Senſation : 
For then you undermine, and blow up 
the Foundation of Atheiſm, and * 
5 0 rom 


* 
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from Incredulity; for either you are an 
Epicurean, or Ariſtotelian Atheiſt, id eſt, 
ou believe the World was compos'd 
y Chance of Atoms, or was 4b errrne t 
Take which y6u pleaſe; it the Firſt, 
pray tell me, did you ever ſee thoſe 
Atoms * Did you ever view their Mo- 
tion ? Was you props when they 
danc'd the Hay ? Or produc'd the 
World by a Turn of Barnaby ? Did at 
leaſt either Epicure, or Democritus aſſure 
their Scholars they ſaw this Scufle ? 
Can they tell us the Names of their 
Generals ? The Number of their Squa- 
drons ? Or Battallions ? How long the 
Conflict laſted? And upon what Arti- 
cles: the Peace was agreed on? If the 
Second, I deſire to know what ocular. 
Certainty you have of the Worl&#s 
Eternity ; could any Man be preſent 
at this ſtrange Production before he 
was, id eſt, could he exiſt before Eter- 
nity? Theſe things go down with 4. 
theiſts without chewing, without exa- 
min; they believe em tho” no body e- 
ver ſaw em, and what is yet more 
admirable, without any Authority to. 
recommend *em, nay in Spight of Au-- 
thority, and againſt the. moſt. evident 
Conviction. of Reaſon; but when the 
2 | Queſtion. 
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Queſtion is to believe a God upon the 
univerſal Conſent of all Nations; back d 
with all the Force of Reaſon, they beg 
our Pardon, they cannot captivate their 
Underſtanding to the Belief of a Thing 
that has never been ſeen? Is this to 
build on Principles? Yes, without doubt; 
you treat Principles as the Presbyteri- 
ans did the Government in Forty Two, 
who pretended to ſettle it on a ſta- 
ble Bottom, yet fairly. over-turn'd it. 

Thirdly, Did you not tell. me, you re- 
quir'd ſuch Proofs only for 'a God as 
the Matter was capable of ? That he 
muſt be a Fool, or a Madman, that 
would not believe there was ſuch a 
Place as Conftertinople, unleſs it could 
be demonſtrated by Mathematicks ? 
Or deny'd a God, becauſe he did not 
fee him? For to believe the Being of 
Conſtantinople upon no other Terms than + 
Demonſtration, or of God n no Evi- 
dence but that of Senſe, is to require 
a Conviction not poſlible ; for God can- 
not be ſeen by a corporal Eye, nor 
can the Being of Comftantinople. be evi- 
denc'd by Euctide :-So that the Authori- 
ty for. a God cannot be enervated, 
becauſe it is. not reſoly'd into Senſe :- 
For ſuppoſe he did exiſt, and ſtriv'd 
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to manifeſt himſelf to Mankind, he 
never could expoſe his Eſſence to the 
Eye, ſo that you muſt either ſay ſuch 
a. corporal Teſtimony is not neceſſary 
for a through Conviction of his Being, 
or that his Omnipotency cannot ſuffi- 


ciently manifeſt it; take which you will; 
that cuts off your Retreat, and this 


plunges you into the Abyfs of Abſurdity 
and Blaſphemy. 

Fourthly, Tho' Ceſar was the Object 
of Senſe, this Circumſtance cannot poſ- 


ſibly have any Influence on your Be- 
lief: This ſtands meerly on the Baſis of 


Authority; for if I ask you, why you 
believe there was ſuch a Man as Cæſar? 
You , muſt anſwer, becauſe Tully and o- 
thers liv'd and conversd with him: It 


L enquire farther how you know they 


liv'd and convers'd with him? You 
muſt reply, becauſe they ſay ſo in their 


- Writings :. So that the ultimate Motive 


of your Belief, is their Authority, . part- 
ly deriv'd to you by their Books, part- 


ly by the concurring Teſtimony. of in- 


terveining Ages; and this will appear 


more palpably, if we ſuppoſe Tully and 
the reſt of thoſe Authors, who tell us 


they were particularly acquainted with 
Ce/ar in reality never knew him, * 
5 0. 
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Þ impos'd on the next Age, which 
propagated the Cheat by a continual 
Tradition down to our Days : For ſtill 
in this ng you would believe 
there was ſuch a Man as Ceſar. Why? 
Becauſe you have the ſame Authority, 
ſo that their ſeeing Cæſar, or not ſee- 
ing him, has no influence on your Aſ- 


ſent, their Word and Credit alone ſways 
your judgment. | 

But, Laſtly, I ſay that God has been 
both ſeen, and heard, as much àas a 
Spirit can poſſibly be of thoſe Senſes, 
and ſo the Authority for a God is not 
only of a farther extent than that for 
Ceſar, but it alſo leans on Reaſon, and 
what makes moſt for our preſent 
Purpoſe on the Evidence and Conviction of 
Senſe. r 

Theom. This indeed is a hardy Un- 
dertaking, and worthy of ſuch a Herf; 
if you bring it to a happy Concluſion, 
you will undermine Atheiſm, or at leaſt 
confound it: But 1 doubt of the Suc- 


ceſs; and I fear your Enterpriſe will va- 


niſh into Miſcarriage. | 

Euſeb. For all that, Sir; I do not 
deſpond : Your prophetick Enthuſiam 
Will prove in the End as fallible, as. 
your Reaſons, and you will -be as much 
Out 
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loſophy. 
I will not here inſiſt upon all the 
Appearances God has been r to 
make in this World, ſince 


it: I fingle out one, which Infidelity 


it ſelf muſt believe: Tis r&orded in 
the 19th Chapter of Exodas, and hap- 
bas n'd three Months after- that miracu- 
s Delivery of the * — of Hfrael 
from the Servitude of the Egypti ant. 1 


on your Belief, as the Word of God; 
you might then chance accuſe me 
your oven Faults, and ſay I adds 
prove the Theſis by begging the _ 
in Bene Take it as a Story, 
and fling it not among the Fables, tif 
you have prov'd it one. 

When the Hoſt of 1/-el, ſays Moſes 
cIme into the Deſert of Sina, it en- 
camp'd in the ſame place, juſt againſt 
the Mountain; . then God commanded 
Z1oſes to tell the People, that within 
three Days he would deſcend npon the 
Mountain, and talk to the Army: The 
third Day the Clouds began to gather, 
Thunder roar'd, Lightning faſh'd, and 
à celeſtial T rumpet ſtruck all the Ar- 
my with Fear and Amazement; ; 


1 


-ron'd him, 
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God came down in the Shape of Fire, 


and the whole Mounts open'd a Scene 
of Terror; the Army trembled, and all 
the Jews ſunk under the awing Maje- 
ſty of their Creator, they heard his 
Voice, they ſaw the Flames that efvi- 
they were both dazled, 
and frighted with his Glory, and fo 

deputed Moſes to know his Will; and 
'to receive his Commands : He took his 
Brother Aaron, and ſeventy two o- 
thers, who all ſaw the God of 1freel; 
he trod on a footſtool compos'd of Sap: 
phirs like a ſerene Skie. This is in ſub 

ſtance the Narration of Moſes, and the 
Circumſtances -of this glorious Appari- 
tion: It could not be a Trick of State 


to fright the Mobile into Obedience, 


no ſubtle Invention contriv'd in a Clo» 
ſet, or refoly'd on at a Counſel- Table; 
here was no acting under Board, or 
out of Sight, three Millions of Men 
were Spectators, and that they might 
not afterwards take it for a Dream, 
or ſuſpect it for Hluſion, it continu'd 
many Days, ſo that they had time for 
Examen, and Criticiſm. : 

Now I argue thus; there was, you 
ay, ſuch a Man as Ceſar, and you be- 
heve it, becauſe hn Tradition which 
os conveys 
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conveys down to you this Truth, is 
reſolv'd into Senſe which cannot be 
deceiv*d ; but a more univerſal Tradi- 
tion conveys down to us the Being of 
of a God, and this may be alſo re- 
ſolv'd into Senſe; therefore the Antho- 
rity for a God is greater than that 
for Cæſar; therefore if upon Authority 
reſolv'd into Senſe, you believe there 
was ſuch a Man as Cæſar, upon à more 
univerſal Authority reſolv'd alſo into 
Senſe, you may, and ought believe there 
is a God, | | | "* 

Theom. I ſuppoſe, if there be a God, 


he is neither Smoak nor Fire; if then 
thoſe old Gentlemen ſaw Smoak and 


Fire only, they could not ſee God; nay ll 
he is neither made of Saphirs, nor falls 
under Shape or Figure. ES 

Euſeb. What does this - Anſwer prove, Ml 


but that Atheiſts uſe their: Reaſon to 
abuſe it? You cry out fer Evidence f 


Senſe, I ſend you to Moſes for fatis- | 
faction, you read a Piece of the 19th | 


- Chapter, ſhut the Book, and then with 


great Coolneſs tell me, the Hraelites ſaw 
not God but Fire and Smoak ;. and tis 
true; but God was under that Fire and 
Smoak ; he has no Organs, yet fram'd | 
a Voice; and how will you have him 
manifeſt 
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manifeſt himſelf to Senſe but by ſome- 
thing that lies within the Sphere of 
Senſe ? Alas, Sir, a Spirit is too thin to 
entertain our Eyes or Ears, tis remov'd 
out of their Ken, the one faſtens on 
Colours, and the other on ſound, and 
both bring us Intelligence from Matter: 
If ſuch Evidence will not ſatisfy you, all 
I can ſay is, Atheiſts are a ſtubborn 
Generation, and nothing but Hell Fire 
will render them ſupple ; we may pray 
for them indeed, but cannot hope to 
convert them. | 

But, Sir thoſe Gentlemen who con- 
versd with Ceſar, what did they 
ſee ! 

Theom. What ſhould they ſee bat 
Ceſar. DR 

Euſeb, Was Ceſzr a Subſtance, or a 
Complex of Accidents ? 
 Theom. You have left the Pulpit to fit 
in the Chair of the Scorner, becauſe 
you cannot reaſon me into an Imper- 
tinance, you will try to laugh me in- 
to one. Well, Cæſar was a Subſtance, as 
we are. nh * 

Euſeb. 1 fuppoſe he was neither Co- 
lour nor Sound. 

Theom. That is certain. 


P Euſeb 
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Euſeb. And pray what have you ever 
ſeen, but Colour ? Or what have you ever 
heard, but Sound? By your own Con- 
feſſion therefore Cæſar has. neither” been 
ſeen nor heard? ſo that we are ſtill up- 
on pretty equal Terms. I do not fay 
this Compariſon runs on all Four, there 
may be found ſome Diſparity, but it 
will not- invalidate- the Retortion : For 
I find no Difference, but that thoſe Ac- 
cidentscæſar appear'd under, were natural 
ro'him, whereas thoſe that inveſted the 


: 


Divinity were not. 8 1 

Theom. Pray ſatisfy a Doubt or two; 
the Story is ſtale, and being toſs'd about 
three Thouſand Years, probably loſt no- 
thing. Again this ſtrange Paſſage might 
be foiſted into the Text by a crafty 
Rabby; and in Time, what Aſſurance 
have you the Fact is true. 3 

Euſeb. Firſt, the ſtory is ancient; true: 
But then Antiquity and Truth are not 
I hope W 3 tho” Pictures may 
misrepreſent by Nearneſs or Diſtance, 
Hiſtory has no ſuch nice Point as Proſpe- 
tive: If it had, Atheiſm would lie un- 
der no Favourable Circumſtances, it 
would have no Play for it ſelf, no, not 
the Skirmiſh of Atoms, or the World's 


eternal Duration: For without Doubt, 


the 


A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 31 5 
the Battle between theſe inviſible Le- 
gions was fought before Moſes Days,; 
and then *ris pretty clear, Eternity is 
of a ſtaler Date than Exodus : If there- 
fore the Antiquity of the ſtory ſtartles 
your Belief, the Relation of the World's 
Beginning by the fortuitous Coition of 
Atoms, or its independant . Exiſtence 
from Eternity puzzels mine + *Tis re- 
diculous and unreaſonable to except a- 
gainſt a Fact or Book, merely becauſe 
they are ancient; for if the Exception 
be receivable, you muſt fling up all Right 
to your Cæſar, we muſt ſhake Hands 
with Livy, giving up Plutarch, and con- 
fine our Reading as well as Credit to 
new Almanac ls or Gazetts, 

Again, a Fact that has brav'd Time, 
that has ſtood the Criticiſm of four 
Thouſand Years, and triumph'd over all 
the Examens of intervening Ages, car- 
ries a certain Air of Truth, that wakes 
Impreſſion on the moſt obdurate Under- 
ſtanding; whereas upſtart Facts are ra- 
ther examin'd by Paſſion than Reaſon, 
they are maintain'd and deny'd by op- 
poſite Intereſts ; both Sides raiſe a Duſt, 
and then in the Dark, tis hard to di- 
ſtinguiſn Truth from Falſhood. The ve- 
1 Story I mentioned has ſharpened the 

P 2 Pens 
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Pens and exercis'd the Wits of all Ages; 
all thoſe Pagan Philoſophers that entred 
the Liſts againſt Chriſtianity, firſt ' ſtruck 
at the Pentateuch, they aim'd at the 
Jewiſh Law, to wound that of JeſusChriſt; 
but their Attempts were baulk'd, they 
fell in the Enterpriſe ; and when they 
could not diſprove the Fact, they blacks 
en'd it, and aſcribed that to the Power 
of Magick, what could only be the Ef- 
fect of the Omnipotent. Vou have the 
Liberty to Steer by their Example, you 
may father this Apparition on the De- 
vil, but then what will you gain but 
Confuſion? For if you admit a Devil 
directly, you grant a God by Illation ; 
a Devil and a God, are in a Manner 
[\Correlatives. 
To the ſecond; if this Apparition 
might be foiſted in by a crafty Rabby; 
by the ſame Reaſon all thoſe Paſſages 
in ancient Authors where Cæſar is men- 
Tioned, might have been foiſted in alſo, 
ſo that if a bare Poſſibility has Force 
againſt me, it has as much againſt you: 
Beſides if we conſider the Care the 
Jews took to avoid ſuch Surpriſes, we 
may be morally aſſur'd, no Corruption, 
no Alteration, could poſſibly be con- 
triv'd : Twelve Copies were taken ur 
| 27 .. FR 
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the Twelve Tribes, then every Tribe 
drew as many more, as there were par- 
ticular Synagogues in each 'Tribe, nor 
was this Task committed to the Care 
of. private Copies, but to Notaries, 
Scribes, and Overſeers appointed: by pub- 
ck Authority; when every Copy was 
review'd by the whole Congregation, 
'twas laid up in the Treaſury of the 
Temple, under divers Locks, nor was 
it lawful for any without Commiſſion 
to touch them : Befides to obviate Fal- 
ſifications, the Laws of the Land pu- 
niſh'd with preſent Death thoſe, who 
ſhould dare to add, to diminiſh, alter 
or corrupt the ſacred Text : What can 
ſecure a Book more againſt Corrupti- 
ons, than ſo great a Circumſpection, ſo 
great a Caution ? or can you prove that 
any profane Hiſtorian, was fenced ſo 
ſtrongly againſt the Aſſaults of Time? 
5 * Miſtakes of Ignorance. or Ma- 
ice? 

To the third; I have all the Aſſy» 
rance the Fact is true, as the Thing 
is capable of, without a ſpecial Reve- 
lation: It was not acted in Darkneſs, 
but in the Sight of three Millions of 
Men: Fhis Spectacle mixt with Terror 
and Majeſty, did not: flaſh by, like a 

P 3 - Light- 
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Lightning, but continued many Days; 
So that the People laid not under a 
Surpriſe, but had Time to call all Things 
to à cool Examen: Again this Appa- 
rition mov'd them to receive a Law 
clogg'd with Ceremonies and fill'd with 
Precepts: We may eaſily ſuſpect the 
Preſence of their Maſter, rather for- 
ced them to except it, than their In- 
clination, and that they ſubmitted to 
the Voak with Regret, becauſe they 
caſt it off in a Moment. Now what 
three Millions ſaw aud heard Moſes 
committed to Writing ; .than -he read 
the whole Law to the People, who ſwore 
to obey it: From theſe Spectators partly 
by written Tradition, and partly by 
Oral, we have. received the Fact; ſome - 
have defended the Truth of the whole 
Book with their Blood, and the moſt - 
learned Men of the World with - their 
Pens. What greater Proof can, not 
Reaſon only, but Obſtinacy require? 
Compare the Certainty you have of 
Ceſar, with the Evidence I have brought 
for this, and you will find it inferior: 
Three Millions ſaw God and hear'd 
kim, not half that Number had a Sight 
of Ceſar in all Probability, and as few 
ever heard his Voice: The Ant 
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for the one, is at leaſt as great, as 
that for the other: No Man had any 
intereſt to deny Cæſar, a thouſand to 
deny the Books of Moſes ; they have 
endeavoured to ſuppreſs, and confute 
them, Emperours have pointed the Pa- 
gan Arguments. with Swords, Racks, 
and the Horror of moſt cruel Tor- 
ments, yet Chriſtians without Number, 
have rather expos'd their Bodies to the 
Flames, than thoſe Books to the Fury 
of Executioners, they choſe rather to 
looſe their Lives than deny thoſe Truths 
they contain'd, . Now muſt not «hoſe 
People be pretty ſure who who prove 
Truths with their Bloood ? Who de-. 
fend Facts, not with a Syllogiſm, but 
the Torture? And preſs home their 
Arguments with ſuffering? This way ef 
Diſpute perchance may not agree with 
your Temper, and (I believe) you would 
rather deliver up your Cæſar, than hang 
for him; but however, you may mea- 
fure the Value other Mea put on their 
Lives, by the Price you rate your o. ön 
at, and you may conclude, they would 
never part with them without good 
Reaſon, and an urgent neceſſity -: In 
ſine, we may ſafely preſume, the Fact 
is true, becaule all Antiquity has 
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thought ſo, and *tis madneſs to op- 
poſe our Paſſion, or reaſon againſt the 
Reaſon of the Chriſtian World. 
Theom. You grant ſome have que- 
ſtion'd thoſe Books: and by conſequence 
the Fact in controverſy. But no body 
has been ſo abandon'd of common Senſe, 
as to ftart a Doubt about the Being 
of Ceſar ; therefore if a Fact never que- 
ftion'd be more certain than one that 
has been controverted in ſpight of all 
your Arguments: Tis more certain 
there was ſuch a Man as Cæſar; than 
that God appear'd to the People of 
Fr acl. | 

Euſeb. The queſtioning the Fact does 
not take off from its certainty ; unleſs 
the Motives on which it ſtands be 
found doubtful, and weak upon Trial. 
Is the Poſſibility of Motion leſs cer- 
tain becauſe Zeno deny'd it ? Is this 
Principle quid libet eſt vel non eſt leſs 
evident becauſe ſome doting Philoſo- 
=” abjur'd it ? Are you tempted to 

y Snow is black becauſe a Fool at- 
Arm'd it? No Sir: In ſpight of thoſe 
filly Coxcombs, theſe things ſtand ſtill 
upon their ancient Bottom ; and wall, 
till Men pull out their Eyes, or turn 


off their Reaſon. If the Being of 75 
ar 
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ſar has ever been brought to examen; 


tis becauſe Mankind has no intereſt 
in him: Whether he was, or was not, 
brings no alteration into the World - 
Things go on after the ſame Method 
in either Hypotheſis: And tho? indeed 
he made ſome Figure eighteen hundred 
Years ago, he makes none at preſent, 
but on the Stage: But did a Gentle- 
man put in Claim to ſome Eſtate in 
Vertue of a Grant from Julius Ceſar, 
our Lawyers would not only plead 
Preſcription againſt it: But prove by 
the Statues even of Wilkam the Fhird, 
his famous Expedition into Britanny was 
the pure Invention of Recuſants : Ene- 
mies to the Government; nay, that the 
very Perſon is Fiction, Impeſture, and 
Deſign. *Tis more certain there was 
ſuch a Man as Ceſar, than that God 
appear'd to the People of Iſrael. 
A Gentleman in ſome diſorder fetch- 
ing up a great Sigh : Alas Sir, ſaid he 
to Euſebius! What do you mean? Why 
raiſe you Ghoſts from the other World. 
to haunt poor Creatures? And have 
no Power to conjure them down-? Muſt 
our Torment make up your Diverfion ? 
Can't you be pleas'd unleſs we are 
frighted ? Nor at caſe unleſs we groan 
upon the Torture ? The moſt happy 
| P5 Lite 
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Life deſerves rather pitty than enyvyj: 
And what we can procure by a thou- 
ſand Cares, is only to render our ſelves 
leſs miſerable? Why then do Divines 
continually importune us with ſtrange 
diſcoveries of another World? Why 
damp they our Pleafure with Stories of 
Hell ? And terrify our Imagination with: 
gaſtly Landskips of a tormenting Eter- 

nity ? Either prove theſe amazing Te- 
nets ſo clearly that we cannot deny 
 *em, or promiſe ſilence, that we may 
not hear em. Your Arguments. raiſe 
Doubts, but cannot quell *em ; they al- 
larum my Fears, but have not the Power 
to diſſipate 'em. ; 

Alas Sir (reply'd Euſebius) what would 
the Silence of Divines avail, unleſs you 
cou'd gag Nature? And filence your 
Conſcience ? Tho? you flie from the 
Commerce of Men: Tho? you mew 
your ſelf up in Rocks, and Dens ; the 
very Stones proclaim his Being: The 
Winds whifper it; and Solitude pro- 
teſts you are within God's Dominion. 
Omnes homines vident Deum; the very 
ys ſee him ; and the Deaf hear 

im. 9 r | 
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Tis ſtrange (anſwer'd the Gentle- 
man) that ſo many flaſhing Wits in 
the Court, and Town, ſhou'd over- 
look ſo long this Divinity, which ſtands 
before em. Muſt they put out their 
m= to ſee him? Or tura Fools to find: 
_—_—© 6229S; 2 . 
1 doubt not (faid Euſebiui) but Whites. - 


Hall and Renſington are well ſtock'd witk 205 


Wits. 1 grant the Town 1s not un- 
provided: But then I maintain their 
blindneſs proves a God; and that Inks 
delity .is a juſt puniſhment of their 
Crimes. For make a Survey of all thoſe . 
Wits; and you will find them not on- 


iy without Grace, but almoſt without 


Conſcience. So ſoon as their Reaſon 
bloom'd, they proſtituted their Inno- 
cence, and ſhew'd they were Men by 
acting like Devils, as Alexander counted 
the Battles he fought by the Wounds 
he receiv'd. So theſe may calculate up 
the Moments of their Lives by the 
Enormities they commit. Every Action 
affronts Nature; and cries aloud for 
Vengeance. If therefore there be ag 
Author of Nature, is it not juſt he 
ſhould take the Cauſe of Nature in 
hand? And revenge the Injury on thoſe 
that did it? And what more terrible 


Revenge 


moſt ſtupid 
cannot reſiſt the Force of the Imprel- 
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Revenge can he take? Then to ſtrike 
thoſe blaſphemous Salmone ans; thoſe im- 
pure Sordanapolus.s as he did the Sodo- 
mites with the Spirit of blindneſs. Per- 
cuſſit eos cæcitate a minimo uſque ad max- 
mum Then to withdraw the Light of 


his divine Face from their Eyes; and. 


fo to permit them to walk in dark- 
neſs and ignorance; and then only to 
acknowtedge their Errors, when they 


"Feel the Puniſhment of their Crimes. 


Now that their Infidelity cannot pro- 
ceed either from want of Motives, or 
of Wit, *tis pretty evident, They have 
the Conſent of Mankind, id eff, of 
Nature: They have the. Confeſſion of 
their Confciences from within. The 
Teſtimony of every Creature from with- 
out. Theſe glair ſuch a Light on the 

Underſtandin „ that they 


fron. Your Firſt rate Wits of the Court 
examen (you ſay) all thoſe Arguments, 
they contemplate the great World, and 
the lefs ; they turn up every Stone; 
ranſack every corner of the Univerſe, 
without being able to diſcover any 
Traces of aDeity what can you infer ? But 
that there is a God above, who takes an 
Inventory of the Actions of the chu 
| * | 0 
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of Men, who puniſhes their Rapines, 
their Impurities and Blaſphemies here by 
confounding their judgments, who eaſts 
ſuch a Gloom over their Underſtandin 
that they cannot ſee what Children di- 
ſcern, that they grope in darkneſs, whilſt 
they walk in light, and call out for Proofs 
of his Being whilſt they are ſurrounded, 
and almoſt oppreſs'd with Demonſtra- 
tions. In a word, Sir, do not conclude 
there is no God, becauſe the topping Ge- 
m, ſay 


nius's of the Court do not ſee 
rather there is one, becauſe they do not 
ſee what all the World both civiliz'd and 
unciviliz'd, fee and adore, ſay their Igno- 
rance is a juſt Puniſhmeat of their ſcanda- 
lous and provoking Offences, and that the 
only Way left theſe abandon'd Debau- 
ches to come to the Knowledge of God, is 
to take off the Curſe by flying to Repen- 
tance. 5 
He was going on, but Theamachus inter- 
rupted him ; ' tis time (faid he) to ſound a 
Retreat, we have been this Morning on 
hot ſervice; after ſome Civilities Euſchins 
left the Company, and the next Day took - 
up again the Conference, which continu'd. 
lome Days. | 5 
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DIALOGUE XV.. 


The ſecond Proof arawn from the Ex- 
iſtence of the World, which by un- 
* e Authority is ſhown to 


ave been made. 


Euſeb. Have prov'd the Exiſtence of 
a God, from the innate Cha- 


raters of his Being, ſtampt on the 
Hearts of Men, I come now to a ſe- 
cond Proof which he has laid before 
our Eyes, that he might convince our 
Senſes as well as our Reaſon, and ma- 


nifeſt himfelf by his Works to the 
incredulous Seeing he cannot appear in? 
Perſon. We ſee a moſt ſtately Fabrick 
calld the World, vaſt in Extent, and 
admirable for Beauty: The Earth is 
ſtock'd with innumerable Beaſts, the 
Air with Birds, the. Sea with Fiſhes; 
ſome ſeem made meerly for Man's 
Profit, others for his Pleaſure, and ma- 
ny for Oſtentation. The Firmament 


glitters with a thouſand Luminaries, 
their Bulk vies with their Luſtre, and 


their Beauty with both: The Sun dazels 
| us 
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us with his Glory, and over- powers 
our feeble Eyes with an excels of 
Majeſty, it's the grand Arbitrator” of 
Time, it divides Moments into Ages, 
Years, Months and Days; it regulates 
Seaſons, preſcribes bounds to Winter, 
and limits to Summer, and by its ac- 
ceſs and receſs makes em. The Moon 
with her bright Legions of Stars, that 
Spangle the Firmament, gilds Dark 
neſs, and filvers over thoſe Shades of 
Horror, and ſo turns Night it ſelf in- 
to a Theatre of Pleafure : But what 
raiſes my Amazement, is that this gi- 
gantick Machine, is compos'd of almoſt 
infinite Parts; yet all are fo artificial- 
ly contriv'd, that one fits exactly the 
other; nay; they are endow'd with con- 
trary Inclinations, they are always at 
variance, they draw into the Field one 
againſt the other, yet thoſe particular 
Fewds hinder not an univerſal Peace, 
nor thoſe private Diſcords a general 
Harmony. Now, Sir, I ask you from 
whence this glorious Piece of Archi- 
tecture came; who laid the Foundations 
of the Earth? Who rais'd the towring 
Mountains? And hung thoſe vaſt re- 
ſplendent Bodies of the Sun, Moon, 
and Stars in thoſe liquid Regions a- 

boye ? 
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bove.? Who azur'd the Firmament? 
Who enamel'd the Meadows with a 
Thoufand different Flowers, that em- 
balm the Air, raviſh the Skie, and per- 
fame the Smell ? | 
Theom. Indeed the World is a lovely 
Fabrick, and the Contrivance ſeems ad- 
I — ſo that ſome have father'd the 
Work upon an infinite Wiſdom : I 
confeſs this Opinion is more plauſible 
than true; it goes down with the un- 
thinking Vulgar, yet Men who hate 
to take things upon truſt, who ſtick 
not on outward appearances, but fol- 
low Effects up to their Origin, are of 
( a different Sentiment. 
[ Some ſay it caus'd it ſelf; but, me- 
| thinks, this a Piece of the rudeſt Non- 


| ſenſe that ever was invented, it makes 
| a Thing act before it was; and gives 
| 


a Being before it had any Nay, it 
ſuppoſes a Thing to. be, and not to | 
be, the ſame Inftant ; and. ſo allows. of 
a Contradiction, which is to out-ſhoot 
Abſurdity it ſelf. | | 
Others are inclin'd to Epicure's and 
- Democritw's Syſtem ; theſe ſay the Mat- 
ter is eternal, which having an infinite 
Space to ſport in, began to Scower a- 
bout, and after a. thouſand Es 
Sl. 1 
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by a moſt happy Caſualty, chop'd up- 
on. this regular Frame : Indeed a Man 
muſt be of a very credulous Complexion, 
that can ſwallow this. Folly ; tis to 
looſe Time to enter upon a- Confuta- 
tion; methinks, ſometimes we might 
ſee Books compos'd by Chance, as well 
as this great Folio. of the World; and 
Pictures alſo may ſtart up by ſprinkling 
the Colours at random. 

Others infine maintain the World is 
eternal @ ſe without any. other Cauſe but 
its own Nature; 'tis a neceſſary Being, 
and independent, and as it had no Be- 
ginning, ſo it can never have an End: 
'Tis in vain to run after a Cauſe di- 
ſtint from its own Nature, it is its 
own Architect and Work, the one is 
the ſame with the other. To theſe 
Philoſophers I give my Approbation, 
this is my Sentiment; you have liberty 
to bring your Exceptions againſt it. 

Euſeb. I ſay the World was made in 
Time, an infinite Being drew it out 
of the State of pure Poſlihility, and 
plac'd it in that of Actuality: His Pow- 
er ſtretch'd out the Heavens, and ſpread 
a Canopy of Azure, embroidered with 
Stars, over the Earth: Wiſdom contri- 
red the Parts, and with a ſtupendious 

| Artihce 
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Artifice put them together: 'His Goodneſs 
prompted him to communicate- himſelf 
to a Multitude of Creatures : His Pru- 
dence mark'd out the Employment of 
every Part of the Creation; it aſſign'd 
them their Work, and appointed them 
their Stations. Suppoſing there was a 
God, this Account would be very rea- 
ſonable, for this great Work would not 
exceed the Skill of the Workman, Infi- 
nite in Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs. 
Now the. preſent Controverſy can be 

decided only by two Ways; either by 
Authority or Reaſon. If therefore Au- 
thority. ſtands for me, and not at all 
for. you, if ſolid Reaſon takes my Side, 
and wholly- abandons yours, and if be- 
| ſides you are not only. deſerted: by Rea- 
1 ſon, but preſs'd by thoſe very Diſſicul- 
1 ties, or greater you oppugne me with, 
I hope you will be ſo juſt to Reaſon 
and your ſelf, as to come over to 
Truth, and to confeſs and: adore, that 
God..you now- deny. Let me therefore 
ask you, Is your: own Opinion back'd 
with Authcrity. 

Typbeom. I confeſs the Authority is not 
full nor cogent, yet all Ages have fur- 
| niſhd Men, who ſtood up for the 
[ World's Eternity: Neither indeed ought 
| we 


— £9 — 22 r 3 wy 


A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 33 r 
we to put the Iſſue of the Cauſe upon 
Authority, in ſuch an endleſs Series of 
Ages, many unforſeen and unavoidable 
Accidents may eaſily have interrupted 
the Courſe of Tradition, as Plagues and 
Innundations which without Doubt have 
more than once ' almoſt depeopled the 
World, and turn'd it into a Solitude: 
Be ſi des, want of Tradition for the 
World's Eternity rather proves it was 
Eternal than not; for if the World 
was always peopled, there could be no 
common Spring from whence the Tra- 
dition ſhould firſt riſe, and then' ſpread 
over the Univerſe. 

Enuſeb. 1 grant the Worlds Eternity 
may have found Abetters in moſt 
Ages, but their Authority is inſufficient; 
they were a certain kind of fanatick 
Philoſophers like our Atheiſts, who li- 
ved on Fancy, an opin'd by Imagination; 
they examin'd Facts by caprice, and 
founded their, Tenets on meer Conje- 
cures ; but yet their- Opinion favours 
not yours. For tho* Ariſtotle was a great 
Stickler for the World's Eternity, and 
as he confeſſes, the firſt of all Philoſo- 
phers, that broach'd the Whym; yet he 
acknowledges *twas made by God and 


flowed from his Power, as Light _ 
the 
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the Sun; yet this Zypotheſis ſeem'd fo 
oppoſite to the receiv'd Opinion of all 
Greece that an Action of Blaſphemy was 
brought in againſt him Conimb. l. 8. Phyſic. 2. 

d unum Deum docuiſſet contra Patriot ritus 
de Idolis & multitudine Deorum, & quod Mun- 
dum ſempiternum enunciaſſet, quem initio Tem- 
poris conditum tota Græcia put abat: And the 
Epicureans who held the Matter Eter- 
nal, thought it far more conſonant to 
Reaſon, to leave the rare Contrivance 


and Diſpoſition of the World to Chance, 
which finiſh'd and put the laſt Hand 


to this Admirable Architecture in Time, 


than to aſcribe its Origin to any in- 


herent Independency, 


Si nulla fuit Genitali Origo | 
Terrarum & Cali, ſemperq; æterna fuexe, 
Cur ſupra bellum Thebanum & funera Troje 
Non alias alij quoq; res cecinere Poete. 


Thus an Epicurean Poet. 


and I:think I may defy you to produce 
one ancient Philoſopher, one Man of 
Senfe that ever durſt take upon him 
the Defence. of your Theſis; and yet we 
ſcarce find any other Abſurdity without 
an Advocate, but to clap Independency 
on a Being whoſe Perfections are cot 
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ſin'd ſeem too monſtruous an Enter- 
iſe to wiſe Men, ſo contrary to the 
rſt Principles of Reaſon, that they 
durſt not undertake it. You do there- 
fore well to put your Cauſe upon Rea- 


ſon, for you muſt looſe it, if you ſtand 


to the 'Verdi& of Tradition: Indeed, as 
as you ſay, if the World had been Eter- 
nal, the Memory of its Eternity might 
have been buried in ſuch an endleſs Se- 


ries of Revolutions and Succeſſions; but 
what does this prove? Only what might 


have kappen'd, not what really is to 
come to pals. & : 
What you ſay is true, viz. that if the 
World was always peopled, there could 
not poſſibly be any common Spring from 
whence the Tradition ſhould firſt rife, 
and therefore no Tradition for the 
World's Eternity can be expected ; this 
I ſay, tho' ſuppos'd true can avail you no- 
thing againſt a poſitive Tradition that 
the World was made and had a Be- 
ginning. | 
 Theem. And how do you make it 
out, 

Euſeb. As paſt Matters of Fact are 
made out, viz. by Hiſtory : And in the 


firſt Place Ariſtotle quoted above, does 


acknowledge that the moſt ancient Wri- 
ters 
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ters held the World was made, and that 
Tradition did confirm People in the 
Perſwaſion, that God made all things: 
The Sythians and Egyptians were of 
this Opinion, the Indians and Phecenici- 
ans concurr'd with them, to ſay nothing 
of the Græcians who look*'d upon the 
contrary Opinion as Innovation, nay 
and a kind of Hereſy or Blaſphemy. 
And if we take a turn into Ameri- 
ca, it we enter the Foreſts and Wil- 
derneſſes of this vaſt Region, we ſhall 
find the Peruvians and other Barbarians 
of this Sentiment; indeed ſome had ve- 
ry extravagant Notions of the Creation, 
but what can be expected from Men 
half turn'd Beaſts, but Extravagance; 
yet they concurr'd with us in this, 
that God fram'd and modePFd' the 
ä 
Secondly, The firſt Hiſtorian, and as 
Authentick as ever writ, gives a long; 
account of the World's Beginning in 
Geneſis. I do not intend to put this 
Book upon you as divinely Inſpir'd, give 
it but the Credit of a Hiſtory; this I 
only ask, and this you cannot refuſe 
with juſtice, ſeeing he has been eſteem'd 


by the Jews and: Chriſtians, not only * a 


Divine Hiſtorian, and Legiſlator, but al- 
ſo as a Prophet. 3 

Now ſuppoſing the World was Crea- 
ted, tis natural to think the firſt Man 
would leave his Children, and thoſe to 
their Poſterity a Tradition of ſo re- 
markable a Tranſaction; nor could this 
conveyance be hard, eſpecially when in 
the World's Nonage, three Men alone 


Mat huſalem, Shem, . and Jſaac could car- 


ry on a Tradition from the World's 
Creation almoſt tothe Vaelites deſcent in- 
% i b 
Again, ſuppoſing ſuch a Tradition; it 
might be expected the firſt Writers ſhould 
put it on Record : Now, this has hap- 
ned ; Moſes the firſt Hiſtoriographer has 
deſcended to particulars ; and as his Nar- 
ration is reaſonable, ſo withall it car- 
ries a certain Simplicity that perſwades. 
Beroſus, Orpheus, Homer and Triſmegiſtus 
tollow'd Moſes in Age, as alſo” in the 
Delivery of the World's Beginning: : 
What they receiv'd from their Prede- 
ceſſors, they handed down to their Suc- 
ceſſors, and by this means the Opinion 
that the World had a Beginning car- 


ries all before it: The whole Body of 


Chriſtians believe it, the Mahomitans and 
Jews, tho' they vary from us in other 
| Points, 
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Points, agree with us in this; and all | 
Nations whoever acknowledg'd a God, | 
on he was the Contriver of this great 
_ Maſter Piece of Power and Wiſdom. 
Now to go again to the Tide of 
Tradition, ſo Ancient, ſo Univerſal, and 
withall fo Rational, upon no other Ground 
but meer Conjectures, or bare Poſlibili- 
ties, is Raſhneſs to exceſs, and the ve- 
ry height of Folly; tis to — the 
Reaſon of one Man before that of all 
Mankind, to brand his whole Species 
4 the a J of a fond Cr dur. 
—and to 8 Judgment upon em, that 
* rd quallify'd for Bed- 
am. | | 
But again, if ſo full a Report will 
not ſatisfie you, you muft pen up your 
Knowledge in a narrow Part of the 
World, you muſt forſwear not only all 
Acquaintance with paſt Actions, but e- 
ven winh remote; and what is work, 
you muſt fall below that Station a Crea- 
ture endued with Reaſon ought to keep: 
For when Reaſon gives me as great 2 
Satisfaction about the Being, or not 
Being of a Fact, as Reaſon requires. 
*Tis Imprudence to doubt : And a Man 
muſt take Pleaſure to fret and difoblige 


his Underſtanding, that will not ac: 
quieſce 
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quieſce to ſuch an Evidence. Now our 
preſent Controverſy is a paſt Matter 
of Fact: We have put it upon Wit- 
neſſes : Antiquity ſtands for me; and 
all Nations agree in the Main, th h 
they vary in ſome Circumſtances. To 
theſe concurrent Teſtimonies, you oppoſe | 
naked Surmiſes, or pure Poſlibilities 
or elſe you ſub-pena a Brace or two of 
Atheiſts, or a Pack of African and A. 
merican Bruits, who are ſcarce able to 
underſtand the Herr State of the Que- 
ſtion, and know as little of paſt Tranſ- 
actions, as an thoſe that are to come. 
I now appeal to your own judgment, 
whether a5 full Tradition be Re — ood 
a Conviction, that the World had a Begin- 
ning, as the Nature of a Thing paſt re- 
quires? And whether your Counter- 
Witneſſes, who depoſe on ConjeQure, 
would byaſs an upright Judge in any 
Court of Judicature, againſt a Cloud of 
others, Superior both in Wiſdom, and 
Probity. at RE; 
Beſides, I add another Circumſtance 
very Material, and which deſerves a 
little Reflection. If the World had been 
made in Time, by the Power and Wiſ- 
dom of God, we could not expet a 
more full Tradition of its Beginn ns, 
E t n 
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than we have: Therefore on this very 
Account we have all the Reaſon to pre- 
ſume it had a Beginning. I prove it 
thus; Firſt it cannot be imagin'd, but 
-fome would ſtand up againſt it. Men's 
Judgments are as various as their Fa- 
ces, and their Underſtandings ſeem no leſs 
bizar than their Humours. Some deny 


Things becauſe every one believes 'em. 


They love Singularity in Opinions, as 
well as in Modes, and will no more en- 
dure a Rival in thinking, than in their 
Amours. Others are of®a martial Com- 
plection, they love to ſend their Brain 
upon Expeditions, and are temerarious 
enough to attack Demonſtration. They 
Follow Truth, as Conſtables do Male- 
factors, to arreſt it, and rail againſt it, 
as the young Athenian did againſt Alci- 
b;ades, becauſe every one applauded him; 
they idolize Wit, but are ignorant of 
its Definition, and ſo, like Dray-Men, 
Place it in claſhing and contradicting. 
Others ſteer their Judgments by the 
Compaſs of Intereſt : One would think 
their Underſtandings had truck'd Na- 
tures. with the Will, and that it had 
remov'd its Lodgings from the Head, 
to the Heart. Whatever flatters theſe 
Mens Vanity, or pampers their Incli- 

; 2 . 
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nations, is always true; but' if it frowns 
upon their Paſſions, or checks their Li- 
berty, it muſt be falſe. Hence it comes 
that thoſe Truths that even flaſh Con- 
viction, and captivate Reaſon, the ve- 
ry Moment they are underſtood, often- 
times find Oppoſition, and are ſtigma- 
tiz'd with Fallacy, becauſe too clear to 
be proved. One would think that the 
Part is leſs than the whole is pretty 
plain, and that a Man muſt have a 
flender Portion of Wit, not to conceive 
it; yet a late Mathematician calPd it 
in Queſtion, degraded it from the Qua- 
lity of a Principle, and threy it amongſt 
the Fry of vulgar Errors. Tis impoſ- 
ſible to frame a Propoſition more clear 
than this, /* is impoſſible the ſame 
fhould both be, and net be at the ſame 
Time. Yet if we believe Ar:ftotle, ſome 
Philoſophers deny it : And that no Fol- 
ly might want a Patron, as I have faid 
already, Zeno would not admit Motion. 
Now if Men disbelieve firſt Princi- 
ples, if they reje& Truth when it ap- 
pears in diſhabille,” and over look it, 
when it ſtands before them; what 
Wonder they don't ſee it at a Diſtance , 
when it appears by Proxy, and 1s con- 
veyed only to us by Tradition? If we - 
Q 2 will: * 
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will not credit our own Eyes; we may 
very well ſlight Authority, for.certainly 
they are able to give a more exact Ac- 
count of Things, than Tradition: They 
diſcover Truth in Perſon; we receive 
not their Intelligence at ſecond Hand, 
but ſee Objects in their proper Colours, 
without Mask or Varniſh. Tho' there- 
fore the World was made; we could 
not expect (without a Miracle) a more 
univerſal Tradition, than we have of its 
Beginning. 
Secondly, Nor ought the fabulous Opi- 
nions about the Creation prejudice the 
Truth of the Fact; for ſuppoſing it true, 
thoſe would have ſprung neceſſarily from 
the groſs Ignorance of Barbarians ; when 
.a Story has paſt thro* two or three 
Hands, how unlike is it to the Origi- 
nal? Every one ſnhapes it to his own In- 
.Clination : Some Circumſtances are loſt, 
others added; And nothing remains, but 
the Eſſential: If Truth be thus diſpui- 
Jed in a Day; we muſt not wonder it 
ſuffers Alteration in the Space of ſix 
Thouſand Years, eſpecially among thoſe 
Nations, who are ignorant of Letters, 
who are bred in Ignorance, and live in 
Brutality, who know no more of Time 
paſt, than of foreign Countries, and 


take 
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take as little Pains to cultivate their 


Underſtanding, as their Soil. 
Theom. But by your Leave I could fin- 


gle you out ſome Traditions of a very 


ancient Date, and of far leſs Conſe- 
quence, than the World's Creation, that 


paſs currant without Oppoſition ; for 


Example, who ever denyed there were 
ſuch Men as Alexander or Ceſar ? Now 


if the World had a Beginning, why 


ſhould not the Memory of ſo wonder- 
ful a Fact remain as Univerſal as that 
of Ceſar or Alexander ? | 

Euſeb. Firſt, If we went to polling, 
I believe thoſe who ſtand for the World's 


Creation, would carry it, for this is ac- 


knowledged by a hundred Nations that 
never heard of thoſe two Princes. 
Secondly, If none have endeavoured 
to out-face the World, that there ne- 
ver were fuch Men, 'tis becauſe the Con- 
teſt was too inſignificanty and beſides, 
which Way ſhould a Man ſet upon the 
Enterprize? he could expect no Relief 
from Reaſon. For alas! All the Reaſon 
in the World, can never ſhew, they were, 
or were not: He could therefore only 
have Recourſe to Tradition, and where 
could he find any Pretence, to ſet on 


foot, ſo much as an inuendo they never 
Q 3 | were 
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were? Unleſs he could hit upon an 
expedient to ferze all the Records, that 
mention thoſe Emperours, and then 
condemn them to the Fire : But it was 
the Intereſt of all Athelſts to deny the 
World ever had a Beginning. Nay, twas 
abſolutely impoſſible for them to admit 


Creation, and reje a Creator; and then 


that Principle ex nibilo nihil fir, was a 
great Support, not only to Atheiſts, but 
Philoſophers ;and no doubt, if that Prin- 
ciple be true the Matter at leaſt may 
be eternal. Here you ſee that Inte- 
reſt might move ſome; and apparent 
Reaſon others, to ſtand for the World's 
Eternity, but neither could invite a 
Man to queſtion either Alexander or 
Ceſar. 

To ſum up therefore the Force of 
my Argument in ſhort : I ſay, our Con- 
troverſy muſt be tryed either by Te- 
ſtimony or Reaſon, the firſt is the pro- 
per Court for pronouncing upon anci- 
ent Facts, and the moſt uncorrupt Tri- 
bunal. I have prov'd that the Torrent 
of Tradition. runs for me, that the moſt 
ancient Writers, as well as the moſt 
recent; the moſt learn'd, as well as the 
moſt pious ; the moſt poliſh'd Nations 
with the moſt incult, Wigneſs for me. 
| | Where; 
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| Whereas none but a Pack of Atheiſts, 
or ſome wild Barbarians, or at moſt 
2 Brace of whymſical Philoſophers, fa- 
mous for nothing but l dare 
appear in your Defence. If ſuch an 
Evidence be not ſufficient to prove a 
FaR, pray tell me what is? If you re- 
quire more; I muſt conclude you are 
unreaſonable ; becauſe you call for a 
greater Conviction, than the Subject 
will bear, or can be expected with- 
out a Miracle; and I ſuppoſe Mira- 
cles would as little befriend your Cauſe 
as Tradition. 
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DIALOGUE xvn. c 


The Atheiſt ſuppoſing the World's E- 


ternity, ſuppoſes an infinite Series of 
Generations poſſible, now it bein 
ten times more Probable , that ſ. as 
4 Series is Impoſſible; he muſt be 
_ guilty of the higheſt Impradence to 
venture his Soul upon ſuch an Un- 
certainty. | | 


1H E;World (you ſay) was Poſſible 
ab æterno a ſe: Therefore it was ab 
eterno a ſe. L affirm it was not Poſſible 
ah eterno 4 ſe; Therefore it was not ab 
eterno a ſe. Our Poſitions are contra- 
dictory; and ſo are our Proofs : For 
you barely aſſert and prove Nothing: 
a I will prove by Reaſon what I aſ- 
ert. 
Theom. Before you proceed, let me 
deſire you not to meddle with Infini. 


tum. Tho' you raiſe a hundred Bat- 


teries againſt infinite Succeſſions, you'll 
only go off with Labour and Diſappoint- 
ment. Your Philoſophers have under- 
taken my Defence on that Side : * 
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I know not how. you'll ſtorm their Rea- 
ſons, or level their Authority. Let till 
this be done there's no coming at me. 
Therefore I counſel you not to raiſe your 
Battery on that Side. | 

Euſeb. I confeſs the Pride of ſome 
Philoſophers, and the litigious Humours 
of others, have been kind to Atheiſts: 
For in Reallity, Philoſophy is no more 
a Science, but an Art of Jugling. Phi- 
loſophers queſt more after new Opini- 
ons, than Truth: And he is the Man; 
(not that fearches into the Bowels of 
Nature) but that dreſſes and tricks up 
Notions in the beſt Poſture of Defence 
againſt Oppoſers; and if he can hand- 
 fomly embroil a Queſtion ; or dares of- 
fer Words for a ſolid Anſwer ;. or em- 
peach Truth of Sophiſtry : He deſerves 
to be pointed at: Digito monſtrari & 
dicier hic eſt. Thus ſome have aſſerted 
the Poſltbility of an Infinity tu, in- 
bien of receiv'd Principles that op- 
pole it. They ſhroud the Weakneſs 
of their Reaſons under the Obſcurity of 
the Thefis ;, and ſolve Difficulties by ſtart- 
ing greater. You lay hold on their 
Vauity to ſupport , your Hypotheſis : And 
think you have made it clear beyond 
Debate, by telling us Philoſophers. hold 
25 the 
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the Erernity of the World Poſſible: But 


under Favour, tho' their Authority may 
ſtave off ſome Arguments from you, it 


cannot others: For tho' they hold God 


could create the World ab æterno: They 
deny it could be 4. ſe. If therefore in 
ene Caſe you defer ſomething to their 
Authority, be ſo juſt, as to reverence it 
in the other: Beſides, you vaſt Preten- 


ders to yOu will not be fob'd off with 


Authority. This is the Refuge of Weak- 
nels; The Sanctuary of thoſe , whoſe 
Sean Humour muſt compound for the 


Shallowneſs of their Brain. You are 


for Reaſon ; for naked Demonſtration, 
without Fard, or fucus: For Evidence, 
that admits of no Reply, no Rejoin- 
der; therefore ſtand to your Principles 
before you ſtrike in with theſe mighty 
Upholders of Inſinitum. Bring their Rea- 
ſons to the Touchſtone :. Examen whe- 
ther they are ſterling, or adulterate. 
I will only propoſe one or two Diffi- 
culties, which I confeſs put me to the 
Plunge.. The World you ſay is Eter- 
nal ? | ne 
Theom. I do. | | 

Euſeb. Therefore it was Impoſlible for 
you ever to. have been Born, 


2 — 


Theom. 
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Theom. I deny the Inference. 
Euſeb. | prove it. You could not poſ- 
fibly be Bora till an infinite Number of 
Generations was paſt - But tis Impoſ- 
ſible for an infinite Number of Gene- 
rations to paſs, therefore twas Impoſ- 
ſible for you ever to have been Born. 
Theom. Tis Impoſſible for an infinite 
Number of Generations to paſs, in an 
infinite Space of Time; I deny your 
Minor: In a finite Space of Time, 1 
grant your Minor, and deny the Con- 
ſequence. | | 
Euſeb. I ſubſume, but tis Impoſſible 
for an infinite Space of Time ever to 
paſs : For if it can paſs, it has an End, 
and by conſequence we find an Infinite 
with an End; and certainly this Con- 
ſequence becomes not a Man, who a- 
voids the Belief of a Deity, becauſe In- 
finity is an inconceivable Thing. I know 
not how you look upon my Argument: 
But methinks any Man but an Atheiſt 
would ſtart at it. | | 
Again, if by Deſcent we may paſs by 
an infinite Series of Generations; why 
not by Aſcent ? Methinks *tis no far- 
ther from the Bottom of a Pair of 
Stairs, to the Top; than from the Top 
to the Bottom? And I always —__ 
the 
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the Way from London to Windſor was 
The ſame, with that from- Windſor to 
London: Now in Aſcending from you, 
to your Father from him, to your Grand- 
father, &c. we march in the ſame Road; 
we call in at the ſame Gentlemen. If 
therefore by Deſcent we come to an 
End of our Journey, why not by Aſ- 
cent. 5 Bog 
 Theom. The Reaſon is evident: For 
by Aſcending you come to an End of 
Generations; and ſtop at the firſt Man: 
Then the Succefſion of Generations has 
not been infinite. © 
Euſeb. Right: But. then it inevitably 
follows, there has not been an infinite 
Series of Generations : Becauſe you put 
an End to 'em, they are at a full ſtop 
in your Perſon. - 9 
Theom. There is a great Diſparity be- 
tween the two Caſes. Becauſe when 
ou mount up, from Son to Father, 
rom Father to Grandfather, &c. the 
Time is always Finite. Now what Won- 
der that an Infinity of Generations cant 
be trac'd up to their Origin in a finite 
Space? Bat when you Deſcend to me, 
there has. paſs'd an infinite Space of 
Time: And ſo one Infinity correſponds to 
the other. 
Euſeb.. 


* 


% 
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Eꝛuſeb. No doubt, you have plain'd the 
Difficulty beyond Diſpute by your quaint 

Diſparity. But I wou'd know why 
a Man by Aſcending. cannot ſtep from 
Time to. Eternity, as well as: by De- 
ſcending from Eternity into Time? And 
then, how can an Infinite Time paſs ? 
Theom. Theſe Infinities and Eternities 
are puzzling Subjects, they out-ſtretch 

the Abilities of our Underſtandings, and 
pour Argument preſſes thoſe Philoſo- 
phers who maintain God cou'd Create 
the World ab aterno. SIS 

Euſeb. Infinities and Eternities are 
puzzlingSubjefts indeed; but then I won- 
der an Atheiſt's. Reaſon fhonld ſtumble 
at the Notion of an infinite Being, and 
leap. ſo nimbly over apparent Contra- 
ditions. I do not inſiſt upon my Proof 

as a Demonſtration that there is a 
firſt Principle, or that the World was 
not 4 ſe. Perchance in a puzzling; Sub- 
ject our Underſtanding may be Non- 
plus'd ; but at leaſt it demonſtrates, 
that the whole Body of Atheiſts is.un- 
reaſonably to Folly and Madaeſs; for 
they reject God on Account of his In- 
finity ; and ſome other Attributes that 
(they ſay) are inconceivable. In the mean 

time 
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Time, they are conſtreign'd to admit 


an infinite and Eternal Series of Gene- 
rations; a Thing that not only ſurpaſ- 
ſes our Conception, but in Appearence 
falls foul on the moſt evident and re- 
ceiv'd Maxims of Reaſon. If we muſt 
place Infinity and Eternity ſomewhere: 
lappeal to Reaſon, wheth@it be not more 
agreable to its Dictates, to attribute thoſe 


| PerfeQtions to a Being, in whoſe Noti- 


on they neceſſarily enter, and imply no 

other Difficulty, but what follows a fi- 
nite Underſtanding, when it roaves in 
Infinity, and looſes it ſelf in Eternity ; 
than to this World, which in its moſt 
eſſential Notion, involves no Idea of E- 
ternity : Nay, it cannotſbe apply'd to it, 
without violating either directly or by 
Illation, the very Principles of Diſcourſe. 
Whence 1 conclude ſome more unwor- 
thy Principle than Reaſon induces A- 


theiſts to queſtion the Exiſtence of a 


God, becauſe his moſt inconceiyable 
Attributes return to their own Hypotheſis 
with more Violence. | 
Theſe Philoſopher's Caſe, who think 
God might have created the World ab- 
Aterno, is quite different from yours; 
tho? their Opinion be falſe, their Faith 
is true: So that at worſt they riſque 

nothing 
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nothing but their Labour ; but you put 
all your Hopes on a weak Bottom : If 
my Arguments be true, your Soul is 
loſt; And you will deplore your ſuc- 
ceſſire Eternity 4 parte ante, which has 
an End, for a whole Eternity a par- 
te poſt, which will have none. Lord 
How would an Atheift crow! How 
would he chirep? If he could but an- 
vil out a Proof, ſo apparently concluſive 
for the Worl's Eternity, as mine is a- 
gainſt it? We ſhould ſee the Book- 
ſellers Stalls in Paul's Church-Yard hung 
with new Demonſtrations againſt the Exi- 
ſtence of 4 God; as they were ſome Years 
ago with Demonſtrations againſt 4 Trini- 
ty. We ſhould ſee Copies in every Caffee 
Houſe, and the Beaus buſy in conning it 
over to make themſelves Maſters of it: 
But becauſe the Proof does not hit 
with their Inclination, it muſt not work 
upon their Underſtanding. It falls as 
heavy upon our Philoſophers (you ſay) 
as upon you; what then? Can Compa- 
ny change the Nature of Things ? If 
they are in the Wrong, are you in the 
Right ? Wou'd you engage your Eſtate 
or Life that my Argument is meer Para- 
logiſm ? I believe you would: take ſome 
tune for Conſideration before you _ 

| | tur 
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tur'd upon the Bet. Why then do yon 
ſtake your Soul ? For if an eternal Suc- 
ceſſion of Generations be impoſlible. 
The World was made in Time. If it 
was made, there is a God; and* if there 
be one, what can an Atheiſt expect from 
-a flighted Deity, but a juſt Chaſtiſe- 
ment for his Infidelity ? The Conſe- 
quence is of Importance, and deſerves 
ſome ſerious Thoughts. | 


— | | | — — — 
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The third Proof. The Characters of 

- Wiſdom wiſible in the Frame and 
Conſtitution of the World demon(trate, 

it is the Work of a wiſe Agent. 


Have already proy'd a God by the 
bare Exiſtence of the World: I 
confirm the ſame Theſis by the excel- 
lent Contrivance of it ; which indeed 
is both amazing and raviſhing: It can 
neither be expreſſed by Tongue, nor 
drawn out by Pencil. Tis above Art, 
and out of the Reach of Reaſon. The 
moſt ſearching Genius that ever wm 
a 8 


* a 
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has not been able to diſcover one Blot 
in the large Volume of the World: 
There are no Errata. Nothing ſtept 
in as a rude Eſſay of Skill, and after- 
wards under-went the File or Hammer, 
but all things continue as. they were from 
the Beginning of the Creation. 5 
From this Order and Regularity Tully - 
infers, that the World was the Product 
of a wiſe Agent; and brands thoſe with 
Folly, . who dare deny a Concluſion. ſo 
clear, ſo evident: Eſſe preſtantem aliquam 
cternamque naturam, eamque 2. 9 
adorandamaue pulchritudo mundi ordoque 
rerum caleſtium vg it cenſiteri : The Beauty 
of the World, and exact Order of the Hea- 
ven demonſtrate the Exiſtence of 4 noble 
and eternal Being, to whom Men owe E- 
ffeem and Adoration ;, nay he ſticks not 
to affirm, that the Contemplation of the 
Oeconomy, Harmony, and Order of the 
heavenly Bodies, put the Matter in a 
Light, that leaves no-Room for Diſpute. 
Quid poteſt eſſe tam apertum tamque per- 
ſpicuum, cum cælum ſuſpicimus celeſtiaque 
contemplati ſumus, quam aliquod eſſe numen 
preſtantiſſime mentis, quo hæc regantur ? 
What can be imagin'd more clear, than 
that there is a moſt wiſe Being, who di- 
rects and governs the Heavens? 
""-M | Now - 
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Now that a Vein of Wiſdom runs 
thro? every Part of the World, is moſt 
evident; for it ſuppoſes two Things, a 
Deſign 3 and Means proportion'd to ac- 
quire it: And where thoſe two are found, 
Wiſdom muſt be admitted. We have 
Eyes to ſee, and there are Colours ca- 
pable of being ſeen. We have Organs 
fitted up for Smell, Taſt, and Freeling: 
and there are Objects able to gratify 
*em. Colours, ſmell, &c. would be uſeleſs, 
were there no Senſes to receive 'em; 
and Senſes inſignificant, if there was no- 
thing in Nature to play upon em. This 
reciprocal Relation argues a Deſign, and 
a Choice of Means ; and who denys it 
to be the Contrivance of Wiſdom, is 
flenderly provided with this Vertue. 
The Sun, which is call'd the Father 
of Nature, as the Earth is term'd the 
Mother, moves about us in ſo juſt a 
Diſtance, that nothing could place it fo 
- conveniently, but his Wiſdom, who al- 
ſign'd its Task. Were it more re- 
mote, the Earth would congeal; did it 
approach, we ſhould be parch'd with 
Heat, and fall into Aſhes : But now we 
enjoy the Benefit of its Light ; and the 
Earth the Effects of its enlivening In- 
fluence; it impregnats the Womb of 
7. Nature 
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Nature with its Rayes; and attacks Va- 
pours to pour 'em down in Dews and 
Showres, that refreſh the Fields, enli- 
ven Flowers, and bring with 'em Plens, 
ty andAabundance ;and at the ſameTime 
returns thoſe Waters to the Rivers and 
Sea, of whom it borrow'd *em; and fo 
(as it were) exerciſes at once, an AQ of 
Liberality and Juſtice. | 

But then all thoſe delicious Fruits 
that charm the Eye, and pleaſe the 
Palate, would rather be admirable than 
uſeful, did they not turn into the Sub- 
ſtance of Animals; and thoſe (like 
Tantalus ) would periſh of Hunger in the 
Arms of Plenty, had they no Inſtinct 
to feed on em. But again, had every 
Creature an Inclination to the ſame 
Food, one would ſtarve the other ; Na- 
ture would be at a Nonplus for Provi- 
hon, her Granaries would be exhauſted, 
her Stock drain'd, and then Mortality 
would follow : But now ſhe Keeps open 
Table for all her Children, ſhe main- 
tains *em at her own Expences: And 
tho' they neither Reap norSow, they are ra- 
ther overwhelm'd withPlenty,than preſs d 
with Neceſſity : Beſides, had not the 
Male an Inclination for the Female, the 


Species would be at an End: And this 
Incli- 
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Inclination would not continue em, un- 
leſs Propagation were made by it. Had 
the Female no Tenderneſs for her Voung, 


they could not hold out a Day; yet 


did not her Teats ſwell with Milk, her 


Tenderneſs could not preſerve. em; but 
theſe poor Creatures forſaken by their 


Dam would he expos'd to Inſult were 


they deſtitute of Swiftneſs., Craft, 
Courage, or Arms to defend themſelves, 
or annoy the Aggreſſors. Nature has 


provided againſt this Inconvenience : 


Flight ſaves ſome, Wiles others, and 


many Diſpute their Lives; and when 
they are over-power'd, they ſeldom fall 


without Revenge. They handle their 
Weapons with Art, and fence by Rule 


and Method. The Porcupines like the - 
\ . Parthians fight at a Diſtance ; they 
ſhoot without Bows, or Arquebuſe ; and 


hit the Mark without aim. The Hedge- 
Hop at the Approach of Danger mar- 


ſhals it ſelf into a Sphere; it caſts up 
da Retrenchment; expects the Enemy be- 


hind a Palliſade, and ſupplies with Po- 
licy, the Weakneſs of its Forces. The 
Bull faces his Adverſary. The Horſe 
wheels off, and uſes his- Heels, either to 
fly, or to wound. If you intended 
to continue Creatures, could you invent 

more 
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more fit, more apt Means? Were you 
Commiſſary General, could 'you lay up 
better Proviſions? Are you able to place 
their Weapons more advanta geouſly 
for their Defence? Or teach em to 
manage them with greater Dexterity? 
There are more legible Characters of 
Wiſdom and Foreſight in the Repub- 
lick of Beaſts, than in thoſe of Lycur- 
ous, Solon, Plato and Ariſtotle ;, for theſe 
intended a perfect Common- Wealth, they 
err'd moſt ſhamefully in the Means, and 
enacted Laws more ſuitable to Goats: 
than Men. 'But- among, irrational Crea- 
tures, as theſe Laws are inviolable, fo 
they are proportioned to their Natures 
and Welfare. They neither err by Ex- 
ceſs, nor Defect, one more Rule would 
ſubvert Oeconomy, as well as one leſs ; 
nothing can be added nothing ſubtra- 
ted. | | 
[ ſhall not enter upon the Fabrick of 
their Bodies, where Wiſdom ſits on eve- 
, Muſcle. Let it ſuffice that Galen takes 
Notice in his Book de Forma fetus, that 
in human Bodies there are above 600 
Muſcles; and that every one requires 
at leaſt ten Qualifications. So that a- 
bout theſe ſmall Parts alone, no les 
than 6000 Ends are to be attended to. 


There 
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There are 284 Bones, and each has a- | 
boye forty Ends, in all ten Thouſand ; 


and a Failure in any one of theſe would 
cauſe a great Irregularity in the Bo- 
dy, and in many Death and Deſtructi- 


ON. 
Now not to dilate further upon this 


Proof, I appeal to you, whether theſe 


ſtrange and admirable: Contrivances; 
theſe natural Tendencies to one Point; 


and with all theſe Means ſo proporti- 


onable, do not cry out, ipſe fecit nos, & 
non ipſi nos? We are neither the Work 
of blind Chance; nor the Product of fa- 
tal Neceflity, but of an infinite Power 
and Wiſdom. We cannot caſt an Eye 
upon a rough Landskip, but the very 


Sight of it leads us to a Painter : And 


if a Tree, or Animal in Effigies con- 
ducts us naturally to a Hand, that drew 
them, and to Wiſdom that contriv'd 'em; 
can theſe Living Originals be father'd 
on Hazard, or Neceſlity ? 

Theom. Theſe Things you mention are 
worthy of Obſervation ; they entertain 
ſometimes my ſerious Thoughts, and 
caſt me into Rapts of Admiration ; but 
yet they-do not exceed the Force and 
Energy of Nature. 


Euſeb, 


m a—_ > w<c 


Euſeb. What do you mean by Nature? 
Is it an intelligent Being? or void of 
all Senſation and Reaſon ? If intellgent, 


you miſuſe Words to confound Notions, 


you repreſent God traveſted into Na- 
ture; if it be deprived of all Know- 
ledge, then you run to Matter and Mo- 
tion: Now theſe two are uncapable of 
Wiſdom ; they can neither think nor 
underſtand, they are without Reaſon, 
and even without Senſe. Notwithſtan- 


ding the World is inveſted with plain 


Characters of Wiſdom, they are ſtamp'd 
and engraven'd on each Part of the Uni- 
verſe: The Learned and the Ignorant, 
the Vulgar and the Philoſophers are 
Unanimous in this Point: What then 
remains, but that we draw this neceſſa- 
ry Inference, that ſome wiſe Intelligent 
Eternal Being did raiſe out of nothing 
this lovely Fabrick, that he plac'd eve- 
ry Creature in its proper Station, pre- 


fix'd its End, Provided it with Inſtru- 


ments to compleat the Work Provi- 
dence has aſſign'd it. 

Theom. . You know our Underſtand- 
ings are very ſhort-ſighted, they diſco- 
ver nothing plainly but our Ignorance, 
where-ever we look we find our ſelves 
encompaſs'd with Difficulties, the moſt 

| trifling 
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trifling, the moſt common Objects per- 
plex our Reaſon, we cannot fix a right 
Notion of Production, if we could, per- 
4 chanee the Myſtery would vaniſh with- 
out any Recourfe to a firſt Cauſe. Your 
vt little Tricks of Pat ſurpriſe the igno- 
1 rant, who often aſcribe to Magick thoſe 
1 Operations, that have no other Cauſe 
| than flight of Hand. In fine, & Mr. 
| Hobbs takes Notice, the Multitude dei- 
fies what it cannot comprehend. Ignorance 
begets Admiration, Admiration Reſpelt, 
Reſpect Fear, and Fear Religion. 
Euſeb. I am glad to ſee you fo low 
in your own Eyes this Morning, and 
that your peremptory and dogmatical 
Humour is ſpent ; ſurely you have lately 
made a more intimate Acquaintance 
with human Nature; and a fuller Diſ- 
covery of the Imperfections of our In- 
— tellect, has read you a Leſſon of Humi- 
1 lity. Indeed our Underſtandings are 
or and unfurniſh'd, they come into 
the World unſhap'd, and muſt be po- 
liſh'd by Study, before they can give 
a. tollerable Account of the moſt obvi- 
ous Trifles; and yet when this is done, 
we cannot rely on their Intelligence, 
for they have but few Principles to 
ſteer by; the Groſs of our Knowledge 
Fo 
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is made of Illations; which are beaten 
out with great Labour and Attention; 
and when we contemplate ſelf-evident 
Truth at a Diftance. The Mind is 
puzzled at the View of ſome emerging 
Circumſtances: Which makes us e 
or miſtake the Connexion of the Con- 
ſequence with the Premiſes; aud then 
our Labour is rewarded with Error. 

1 willingly therefore grant, that 1 
cannot dive into abſtruſe Secrets of 
Nature. I neither know the Myſtery 
of Generation, nor that of Corruption. 
believe I am a Compound of two ve- 
ry different Ingredients, Spirit, and Mat- 
ter : But how ſuch diſproportion'd Things 
keep ſo ſtrick a Correſpondence, I am 
as Ignorant as the Child unborn. Per- 
chance a Philoſopher may harangue, and 
talk more plauſibly upon the Matter, 
than an Oyſter-woman: But after all; 
if we bring his eleborated Diſcourſe to 
the Teſt: We ſhall find nothing but 
Cant, Terms, and ſcholaſtical Jargen- 
But what chen? Cannot I judge that 
Paul's-Church never made it felf; before 
I have conn'd over Yitriovics ? Or muſt / 
I know all the Rules of Limning, to be 

ſure the Signs in London are the Work 

of a Painter? Tho” I cannot conceive 
— 2>2>_ _. 
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which way the Thames was turn'd, when 
the Bridge was built, or when the 
Arches are form'd of Marble, or Free- 
Stone; yet I am pretty well convinced 
by the Uniformity and Contrivance of 
ch Fabrick, that Wiſdom, . and Art 


had a Hand in the Building. And 1 
would laugh at thoſe who ſhould main- 


tain, that either Fate, Chance, or Nature 
plac'd the Stones in that regular Form: 


em to me meer Riddles. Yet I be- 
hold a Stately Machine made up of ten 
ions of Peices : I ſee beauty Sym- 
metyy, and Delſign; this ſuffices to per- 
Wade a rational Creature nothing but 
Wiſdom contriv'd it; and nothing but 
Power put the Idea in ent So 
that 1 infer from what 1 know, that 
an infinite Wiſdom fram'd, and governs 
The Were Not m whas I fla, not 


P. thoufand Things in the Univerſe 


17 Vou muſt not arg from 
91 of Art, to. thoſe. of Nature. 
& ſee Bridges, Churches, and Pictures 
1 by the, Hands of Artificers, At 
ere FS. rational: ee 
A. theſe that are of an older Stand 
e the ae to "Art. Hat bo 
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ſaw the firſt Stone laid in the Founda- 
tion of the World Ft © to 

Euſeb. You turn your Battery the 
wrong Way; and level at your own 
Hypotheſis : As directly as I could wiſh: 
Becauſe we ſee Pictures under the Hand 
of the Painter, and edifices under thoſe 
of Maſons and Carpenters; we' have 
reaſon to infer, that all ſuch Things 
are the Effects of an intelligent Agent; 
but if ſuch Trifles require an underſtand» - 
ing Artificer, I would know, why the 
Fabrick of the World, compacted of 
ſo many Parts, fo curiouſly Wrought, 
ſo artificially Knit together, ſhould not 
lead us to the ſame Concluſion ? Have 
I Right to aferibe the Raiſing: of a 
wretched Cabane. to Wiſdom, and not 
the whole Frame of the Univerſe ? 
Muſt L confeſs the pretty Proportion of 


a Leach of Wheels in a Watch is owning 


to' the Skill of a Workman? And that 
the ſtupendious Frame of my Body is 
the pure Object of blind Chance. ? Or 


fatal Neceſſity ? Certainly fuch palpable 


Abſurdities would perſwade- one, that 


Senſe and Reaſon were not made for 


Mankind; and that we force Nature 
when we pretend to it. 
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DIALOGUE XIX. 


The Fourth Proof. 'The Invention A 
Arts and Sciences ſhow the World 
is not Eternal: And conſequently 
that it was made by a powerful A- 


gent. 

Euſeb. WE ſee new Arts. ſtart 
| with new Ages. 'The Worl 

is now better provided, not only with 
Fences againſt Neceſſity; but even with 
Supports of Grandure, than it was two 
thouſand Years ago. The Diſcovery of 
the Card is but of late ſtanding, tho” 
of great Importance. The Inventions 
of Powder, and of the Prefs are not 
much more ancient. Rerum Natura ſacra 
on ſind tradit. Arts follow the Law of 
Nature, they are brought forth by De- 
grees, and are poliſh'd by Time and 
Experience. 0. 

Other Arts, as they are more neceſ- 
ſary to Mankind, ſo they are more an- 
cient; yet we can track them up to 
their Origin. We know the Inventors 
of Husbandry and Tillage z who Trat- 
ck on Foot, and firſt brav'd the cnn | 


* 
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in Ships. Now if the World was eter- 


nal, the Induſtry and Study of Man 
were eternal alſo. How then is it cre- 


dible, that Men of the ſame Temper 


with us, ſagacious, witty and ambitious, 
ſhould ſaunter away a whole Eternity, 
without making thoſe Diſcoveries, we 
owe wholly to the laſt ſix thouſand 
Years ? Was the World always a Child ? 
Always in its Non-Age? Has it only 
arriv'd at the Years of Diſcretion ſince 

ſome few Apes ? | 
Again the Deſire to perpetuate thefr 
Memories runs in the Blood of all Men. 
We hate to bury our Names in the 
Grave with our Bodies, to fleep in Duſt 
and Aſhes, as unknown to Poſterity, as 
we are to our Predeceſlors: Nay ſome 
have been ſo beſotted with the Charms 
of Life at ſecond Hand, that becaufe 
they wanted Vertues, they preſented 
Poſterity with their Vices, and choſe 
rather to be blam'd; than forgotten. I 
ſuppoſe our Fore-Fathers conveyed down 
to us their Inclinations, together with 
their Nature; and that none of their 
Paſſions chang'd in the Voyage, or were 
improv'd by Transplantation; their Pro- 
penſions lean'd the ſame Way, they 
were as high metled, as greedy of van 
R 3 | Ap- 
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Applauſe as we: It cannot therefore 
be queſtioned, but that Men, ſo fond 
of Glory endeavoured to glut their Ap- 
petite, ſome at the Peril of their Lives, 
and others of their Quiet. It cannot 
be thought they either wanted Mat- 
ter or Occaſion : Ambition never fleeps, 
it ſtands upon the Catch, and either 
finds a Subje& for Action or makes one. 
The Power of a Neighbour, or the 
Weakneſs, are both ſtrong Temptations 
to an ambitious Prince; That promiſes 
Glory, This Conqueſt ; and either draws 
on a War. Pray tell me therefore, who 
were thoſe ancient Heroes? Where did 
they reign? What Province did they 
waſt, or ſubdue? Who rais'd the firſt 
Empire? Who built the ſecond on the 
Ruins of the firit ? Was not a whole 
Eternity able to produce one Homer? 
One Curtius? One Livy? Did it never 
come into any King's Head to bribe a 
Pen, or to buy a Panegyrick? Were all 
the Wits of the World ſo Stabbbrn, 
as neither to be mov'd by Intereſt, nor 
Applauſe, to write a News Lettet, or 
Gazette? Indeed 1 do not wonder we 
have no exact Diary of paſt! Tranſat. 
ons; for to diſgeſt an eternal Story im 


to Days, is a laboridas Task: and r. 


quires 
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well as a vaſt Stock | * to 
Employ them. But fei ins 


might reaſonably t Tome Prag 
ments, or at lag ie Name of 51. 
Prince. But alas! All thoſe ie, Jie 


enterr'd under the Ruins of Ty their 
ag 


brave | Exploits ſleep with the . Per 
ſons, and their very Empires are drown'd 
in filence and oblivion, ' By the Help 
of prophane Records we cannot trace 
Time above the Theban War, as Lu- 
cretius confeſſes ; and therefore Z4cr0bi- 
concludes the World could not be 
Eternal. Quis dubitet quin mundus recelis 
& novus ſit, cum Hiſtoria rata bis *RE 
le annorum hiſtoriam wvix continent? N 


doubts but the World is of a Short tat 


ing, ſeeing the Gretian Story gives an Att 


a) 


count only of two Thouſand Tears? Pert 


chance you will ſay, Writing is but of 


late Invention; and that all the met 
morable Actions of Antiquity periffd 
for want of this happy Means, of con- 


veying them to Poſterity : Where are 


at leaſt the Painters. ? And Carvers ? 
A Picture, Statue, or Medal would have 


given ſome Satisfaction; or had they 


rais'd one Pyramid, we might at lèaſt 


have an Aſſurance all Mankind was not 


R 4 Drunk 


quires a Parſe to buy ee 8 
4 2 


— 


368 A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 
Pfunk with Opium; and ſtupify'd with 
. -- an eternal Lethargy: But after all, tis 
ſtrange, that ſo buſy, ſo ſharp a Crea- 
ture as Man, during an infinite Succeſ- 
ſion of Ages, ſhould not ſtumble upon 
the Way of Writing, a Thing ſo neceſ- 
ſary to the Support of Society; and 
withall ſo obvious: That Man was cer- 
tainly fortunate indeed, who hit upon 
an Art in ſome Years, that had eſcap'd 
the Search of all Mankind fer the Space 
of- a whole Eternity. 
Theom. The Anſwer to your Proof is. 
very. eaſie tempus edex rerum ſung the Po- 
et: Time like Saturn devours its Chil- 
dreu: It conſumes its own Productions, 
and preys upon its Off- ſpring. Now if 
Time be ſuch a Cormorant; Eternity 
muſt be a Greater. Time like Diſtance 
diminiſhes Things; but Eternity ſwal- 
laws em up, and removes em beyond 
the Sphere of Memory. How many 
brave Actions within theſe thouſand 
Years. have flipt. by the Pens of the moſt 
inquiſitive Hiſtorians ? They are wore out 
of Memory, together with the Heroes, 
that achiev'd em, and lie Entomb'd in 
oblivion and forgetfulneſs - Nay Cities, 
not only decay, but vaniſh. What re- 
mains of that famaus Babylon, but the 
1778 Name? 
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A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 369 
Name? We know not what it was? 
and are ignorant even where it ſtood- 
And Horus confeſſes, that in his time, 
not only Samnium was loſt; bat alſo its 
very Ruins. If ſome few Apes eat out 
the Memory of . noble oits 3 and 
convey out of ſight Cities, to with 
the Earth they ſtood on; why do you 
call for an exact Regiſter of Arts? An 
eternal Genealogy of Princes? Or an 
Account of their Actions? They are loft 
in an infinite Succeſſion of Ages. The 


are drown'd in the Ocean of Eterni- 


” Eaſch. By what Misfortune ? 
Theom. By Deluges and Conflagrati- 
ons. Th ribs 
Euſeb. Pray Sir let me ask you, to 
what Office of Intelligence you addreſs 
your ſelf for thoſe Deluges, Conflagra- 
tions, and Wars? Upon what Memo- 
rials do you ground the Story of your 
Praadamitical TranſaQions ? To fay there 
were ſuch Things is not to prove It. 
And what you Aflert without won 
1 „ may be denyd with Rea- 
N On. 5 \ 
Theom: Under favour ; methinks my 
Anfwer is very much to the Purpofe. 
It attacks, not, your Proof in the Rear, 
R 5 but 
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but in the Froßt; and Niipes 
yy eart, TOs 155 e the dh is W x 70 
e 


18 8 wy Lternal ; 5 becauſe it is iny 


wh AJ he ße of Novelty. In- 
. (von I $ either improves vid 
rts, Wy aFents n ew, one Some Ire 
young ger than we: . thers an oy, 5 
. 8 the moſt, Ancient hav elr 
e 5 ir Wade FS bo ec rded 

and come within. the emory 
5 w 


ed e conclude, the 
28 n ; becaüſe thoſe 
Arts "muſt as, Wtegpal have been of 4 
move ſtale . Invention. ON how £29 4 
an imagine that th thols Th lings mould 
lie oft. of Sight for a whole Eternit) ? 
Which have * 5 diſcoyer'd in a few 
Ages —— W hich I anbyer > 1225 all * 
may de very wel reconcild, with et 
World's Eternity. 8 for they might hay a 
been found out an Infinity of Lie 
and as often loſt by accidental Del 
and Conflagrations. Now z if by ach 
unforſeen and irremediable Chances, Arts 
and Sciences might fall into Oblivion; 
your Argument falls to the Ground, it 
ſubſiſt; and it is of no torce to 
prope! Fae Wee of the World. 
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they did not. My 
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 Euſeb. My Argument is as well tim- 


bred as ever, and your weak Reaſon 
makes me more in Love with it: For 


ſuppoſing ſuch Accidents might happen, 
i. e. were poſſible. By what new coin d. 


Logick, can you infer they did ? Mar 
ny Things may be, that never will es. 


and he that governs himſeif by 
bilities, may fear all Things; and hope 
for any Thing. Nay your Poſſibilities 
(as T ſhew'd efore) like a Two edged 
Sword cut both Ways, they ſtand for 
each Side of the Contradiction, and 
whilſt they take both Parts, advantage 
neither. For as day "twas poſſible 
for ſuch Accidents to happen: and \theve- 
fore conclude they did: So affirm twWas 
poſſible not to happen, therefore infer 
Argument is c- 
* ſtronger — for wein 
y Experience, that fewer Nui 
pen that are poſſible, than — 
But to cloſe with your Argument, 1 


ask whether thoſe Deluges were parti- 


cular or Univerſal ? A particular Inun- 


dation, will not do your Buſineſs. For 


ſuppoſing the Sea ſhould break its In- 


cloſure, and play ſuch Pranks in our 


Iſland, as it did in Attica. Would the 
furyiving Part. of the World replunge 
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372 A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. - 
into Barbarity and Ignorance ? Would 

e Arts of Writing and Printing diſ- 
appear in France, Spain. and —_ be- 
cauſe, England lay under Water? No, 
no Sir ! The World would jog on, 
Arts would flouriſh, juſt as they do. Per- 
chance the great Sciences of making 
Pudding and Bram which (as Mr. John 
Ray takes Notice in his Obſervations, are 
Diſhes proper to England) might ſuffer by 
the Misfortune, yet Induſtry might re- 
trive them, for without: Doubt the Re- 
ceipts were flip'd into Flanders with 
our Armies; and as the Dutch taught 
us to beſiege Fowns, fo certainly we 
inſtructed them in the deep Myſteries 
of Pudding and Brawn. 
It follows therefore that thoſe De- 
luges were Univerſal (but not ſuperna- 
turai I hope) for then 2 grant the 
very Thing we contend for, v:z. a God. 
4 they be Natural; becauſe 
according: to the preſent Situation of 
Things, an univerfal Deluge caus'd by 
the Force of Nature is utterly. impoſ- 
ſthle; and J could eaſily demonſtrate it, 
did the Streſs of our preſent Debate 
depend upon Hydroſtaticks : But if I grant 
ſuch a Deluge naturally Poſſible ; yet 
as to the Probability you are never the + 

GO 5, 5 Nigher; 
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Nigher; for how can any Man in his 
Senſes perſwade himſelf, that a Fhing 
is probable, or likely to happen; that 
has never fall'n out in an infinite Du- 
ration ? He that can. believe that to be 

bable, that has never come to paſs 
in an eternal Revolution of Ages, muſt.. 
not de an Enemy to Credulity. 

Theo. I never ſaid yet that an uni- 
verſal Inundation was Probable, you have 
foiſted in that Word for your own Ad- 
vantage. 

Euſeb. Have you not told me, - thoſe 
Deluges have come ſo very near the Mat- 
ter, that few eſcap'd? That they have 
brought Mankind a Thouſand times 
within an Ace of its Ruin ? The Wa- 
ters then did. cover all. the Surface of 
the Earth; except a imall Spot of Ground 
able. to give footing to half a Hun- 
4rd. Why could they not Swell ſix 
Foot higher? Who Commanded this fa- 
rious Element to halt in that critical 
Point? If it could riſe fo high, by 
the Help of natural Cauſes? Why not 
ſome Foot. higher? And if it could ? 
Why did it not in an Eternity? Me- 
thinks there ſhould be Spring-Deluges, 


as well as Spring-Tides: And in ſuch a 
Tract of Time it might once a 


t leaft 
mount 
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374 A Gentleman inſructed, &c. 
mount to the higheſt Pitch. Infine, Sir, 
| you, and the whole Se&' of 
Atheiftical Philoſophers to produce one 
Reaſon that carries the leaſt Shadow of 
Probability to prove the Waters natu- 
rally could fwell to the Tops of the 
higheſt Mountains; and not cover them 
if they could, within the Compaſs of 
an Eternity; they had done it: for it 
ſeems incredible, that Nature ſhould not 
do in an infinite Space, whatever lay 
within the Reach of its Power 
But again it ſeems ſtrange, that all the 
ingenious Part of Mankind ſhould he in- 
valid in this common Shipwrack; and 
a ſmall Parcel of illiterate, ignorant, 
unprofitable Blockheads ſurvive the Fall 
of Nature: For if a Hundred only e- 
ſcap'd, *tis very likely ſome Mechanicks] 
ſome Carpenter, ſome Plowmen, one at 
teaſt that could Write and Read; and 
probably one Taylor might be in this 
fortunate Company. If ſo? They might 
propogate their Arts with their Blood, 
and repeople the World in 4 ſhort 
Time with Trades, as well as with In- 
habitants. Now Things have 12 
quite contrary; the World tho? ſtochd 
with People, was many Years deſtitute 
of Arts. They knew neither the A 
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of Pong ghing, nor. Sowing: Ne could 

5 7 er ny Vibes "hot. Wige, 
nor turn Milk into es la no tho 
into Cheeſe. Men liv'd on the meer 
Bounty of Nature, Water ſatisfy'd their 
Thirſt: Ang Fruit their Hunger: And 
for want of the Poit-Office Every one did 
his own. Meſſage. Nay they had not 
the Wit to cover their Nakednedneſs; 
ſo that God himſelf according to Tra- 
dition, cut out the firſt Cloaths, and 
from this Moment we may Date the Com- 
pany. of Merchant- Taylors. 

come to Aar, Conflagrations which 
can only concern Books: For they can- 
not conſume Arts unleſs firſt they prey 
upon Men ; And methinks the Fire 
muſt have nickt the Time, that , ſet 
upon all the Houſes in the World to- 
gether; When all Mankind was bart 
in a profound Sleep: to do the Fea 
compleat. Now (1 fancy) tho' Flames 
ſhould ſtand upon, the Watch for an 
Eteraity ; .. they would never meet with 
ſo fair an occaſioa to diſpatch our 11 — 
cies : But at laſt they have ravang” 1 
braries, (you ſay) and glutted their Rage 
with Memorials and Records; they not 


only,-turn'd Authors themſelves into 


Aſhes ; but all the Hiſt oricat AY 
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376 A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 
together with the Fournaus des Scavens ; 
So that their very Names were con- 
ſum'd with the Paper that preſerv'd%em ; 
and mingled with the Duſt we tread 
on. Your Syſtem is too ridiculous to 
be examin'd ; too: fooliſh. to be confu- 
ted; Reaſon has an Antipathy againſt 
ſuch Abſiirdities ; they are unable even 
to work on a Madman. There is no que- 
ſtion but Fire may maſter Libraries, as 
well as private Houſes; and treat em 
with as little Regard as Mhite-Hall; 
but this will not do your Jobb; to ſlave 
Phenomenaes, we muſt ſuppoſe either that 
all the Books in the World were wheed- 
led into one Magazine before the Mine 
ſprung; or that Fire-Balls were caſt in- 
to. all the Libraries at a Signal; theſe 
two Ways might do- a. great deal of 
Execution, and diſpatch ſome Tun of 
Divinity and Hiſtory in a ſhort time; 


ſuſpet em Probable, is to impoſe on 
our Reaſon; the very Thought of ſuch 
a. Thing is a Scandal to human Nature; 
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DIALOGUE XX. 
The fifth Proof. *Tis ſhewn quaſi a 


priore the World was not Eternal 
a fe, 


Euſeb. J Confeſs its more eaſie to de- 
: ny, than to prove; the Aſſai- 
lant always attacks at a Diſadvantage 
that is not above the Performance of 
Ignorance, or Folly: But this requires 
both Wit and Study. However, I wave 
your Advantage, and will draw a-Rea-_ 
ſon or two from the very Nature and 
Conſtitution of the World, which I thick 
comes near Conviction, and makes it 
highly credible, it could not poſſibly be 
ab eterna 4a ſe. ; 

If it were Eternal; it is a Neceſſary 
and Independent Being; if Neceſſary. and 
Independent, it muſt be Eternal « parte 
poſt, For as it depends of Nothing, 
but it ſelf for its Being, it can depend 
of Nothing diſtant from its ſelf for its 
Conſervation ; and as its own Nature. 
was ſufficient to give it Exiſtence, ſo it 
is ſufficient to continue it therefore if 
NS Exiſtence was, neceſſary, its Continu- 

ation 
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ation is neceſſary, and if this be neceſ- 
ſary, it muſt be Eternal; hence it fol- 
lows, that if the Whole was Eternal, its 
Parts muſt be Eternal ; for the World 
is not diſtin from all its Parts: There- 
fore, if the World was Eternal, all its 
Parts were Eternal alſo 4 parte ante, and 
will be ſo 4 parte poſt: But no Part of 
the World is Eternal; therefore the 
Whole is not Eternal. Let us fingle out 
one Species: *Tis evident Men are Born, 
and Die; therefore *tis evident that 
Men were not 4 parte ante Eternal. 

Theom. I wonder you will impoſe up- 
on the Company: This is not to rea- 
ſon, but to trifle; and the Proof has 
more Raillery than Reaſon. 1 know ! 
was Nothing fixty Years ago, and that 
within ſome time I ſhall return to m 
everlaſting Home. I am not of my ſelf, 
but the Work of Nature, and muſt 
march off when She commands me, 
nor was there ever any Eternal Indi- 
vidual. 

Euſeb. A little clearer-if you pleaſe : 
When you ſay Man was Eternal, what do 
you mean ? 

Theom, I mean 2 Species. 
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Euſeb. I underſtand. Are you then 
turn'd Platonick, and A rr the Spe- 
cies from the Individuals/ 7 

Theom. No. * a | 

Euſeb. Why then ; methinks it follows, 
if no Individual was 4 ſe, the Species 
was not 4 ſe, becauſe the Species is indi- 
ſtint from all the Individuals. 

Theom.You call in again atInfinitum, and 


forget it has no af. Al is a Chyme- 
ra, a kind of Philoſophical Bull, not ap- 


ply'd to a determinate Number. 

Euſeb. Indeed Infinitum has an excellent 
Situation, like Cities in Bogs, there is 
no coming at. it ; but at preſent it lies 
out of my way, and I ſhall draw off 
without meddling with it. But I muſt 
tell. you I take a Riddle for a Soluti- 
on. At leaſt human Species is Eternal 
a ſe. $1 N 

Theom. I have granted it. 

Euſeb. Why then it can never be ex- 
tinct: For what depends of it ſelf muſt 
be Eternal, and whatever is Eternal z 


ſe a parte ante, muſt be ſo 4 parte poſt ; 


unleſs perchange the Fancy ſhould take 
roy, its ſelf, which is un- 
likely, and im zollible to our Hypothe- 
ſis. . For  whatloeyer. exiſts 4 ſe, exiſts 
neceſſarily ; but what exiſts * 

* 
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e, muſt always exiſt, otherwiſe it will 
de neceſſary, and: not neceſſary, which im- 
plies a flat Contradiction. 
Theom. Well; | ſuppoſing this true; 
what do you infer ? 
Euſeb. That our Species is a Stranger 
to Eternity, as well as its. Individuals, 
and no more 4 /e than you, or I: For 
all thoſe Men who are now in Being, 
muſt once knock off, and ſubmit to the 
common Fate of Mortality. 
Theom. They muſt, this. is a terrible 
Truth, but paſt Debate; methinks I 
would purchaſe one Doſe of Eſculapi- 
s Immortal Poſſet Drink, at any rate. 
Euſeb. If they dy'd without Iſſue, our 
Species would be at an end. 3 
Theom. Moſt true; if they made a 
Vow of Continence, and kept it, our 
Race would be ſhort-liv'd: But I have. 
no great Apprehenſion, that all Man- 
kind will engage in an Aſocier;or to ſtand 
by Chaſtity with their Lives and For- 
tunes, or to dye Batchelours. | 
Euſeb. It's not very likely indeed, fo 
Tong as their is an Atheiſt in the World, 
the Work of Propagation will go on: 
At leaſt ſuch a Reſolution is not im- 
poſſible for you, and I can make it; and 
there is the ſame Reaſon for every Man 
VEE N 
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in the World : Tis therefore poſſible for 
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the whole Species to periſh. 

Theom, What then? 3 
Euſeb. Why then it follows by an evi- 
dent Illation, that our Species is not 4 
ſe: For whatever is 4 ſe, muſt of ne- 
ceſſity be Eternal 4 parte poſt, as it is 
Eternal 4 parte ante. The ſame Ar- 
gument takes in any Species now Exi- 
ſtent 3 whence I conclude that if no 
Species be Eternal, no Part of the 
World is Eternal, nor by conſequence th 
Whole. | ; 

Theom. Not ſo faſt if you pleaſe: Ven 
prove too much : And by conſequence 
Nothing. 

Euſeb. How ſo. . | 

Theom. Could not God (if there be ſuch 
a Thing) have Created the World ab - 
terno. | | 

Euſeb. My Reaſon tells me he cquld 
not: But not to engage in a Matter 
foreign to our Diſpute, I grant he 
could. 

Theom. Let us then ſuppoſe he did 
Create it ab; eterno; in this Caſe our 
Species would be Eternal 4 parte an- 
br - 


Euſeb, It would. 


Tbeom. 
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_ Demonſtrating, it would. be 
parte poſt; becauſe /;adoonding to your 
new Logick, what ever is Eternal one 
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Them. Therefore: by your Way of 
Eterna 


14 


way ; muſt be Brerna the other : But] 
conceive the whole Species might be ſti. 
fled by your general Aſſociation, even 
in this ypot he ſis, as well as in the o- 
ther, therefore it evidently follows, that 
the Species of Mankind would be Eternal, 
and not Eternal. r | | 
Euſeb. Sir, yon miſtake the Force of 
my Argument. I do not ſay whatever 
is Eternal a parte ante, muſt be fo a par- 
te poſt: But whatever is Eternal a parte 
ante a ſe muſt be Eternal 4 parte poſt. 
I gave you the Reaſon juſt now, viz. 
becauſe whatever Exiſts 4 ſe is indepen- 
dent, and intrinfecally Neceſſary, and there- 
fore it's incapable of Deſtruction; but 
whatever isCreated, depends of its Cauſe, 


to whoſe Power. alone it owes its Be- 


ing; and by conſequence is nothing in- 
rrenfecally Neceſſary: It's therefore no more 


ſtrange that Things, that are by courte- 


fie, and Exiſt by benovelence Periſh; then 


that Men walk af, and crumble into 


Duſt and Aſhes. 
_ Theom 
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Theom. But if we ſuppoſe with Ari- 


ſtotle, that God is 2 neceſſary Agent, two 


Things naturally follows: + Firſt, That 


our Species was ab eterne;, and Secondly; 


That it is neceſſary: Therefore it was 
neceſſary 4b eterno : For in this Caſe it 
could not but be ab æterno; yet this be- 
ing granted, the Difficulty returns upon 
you, for if you ſay, our Speczes (in this 
Suppoſition) muſt be Eternal à parte poſt, 
what can hinder me from making the 
ſame Reply If you ſay, it may Periſt, 
therefore tis true that our Species may 
— tho” it be Eternal à ſe independent and 
neceſſa | a7, 
Euſeb. You have caſt the Cauſe upon 
4 palpable Untruth, and beg the Pro- 
tedion of an Abſurdity : Howſoever 
to combate your Opinion more ſucceſ- 
fully, we'll examin its moſt plauſible 
Pretences, and fee if we can diſcover 
the Weakneſs of them. I fay. then, this 
Retreat will not ſecure. you: For till 
your Species remains intrinſacallyj Contin- 
vent, and has no other Neceſſity, but that 
of its Cauſe ; according to its own Na- 
ture it may exiſt or not exiſt; It has 
no Perfection inherent, that challenges 
before ao Exiftence; So that if it be 
granted, that it did exiſt. neceſſarily ab . 


eFerno 
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 eterno, this Neceſſity is meerly exrrir* 
ſecal; its Nothing but an Imperfection 
of the Cauſe, no Perfection of the Ef- 
fect: Now in this Suppoſition our Spe- 

cies might periſh, becauſe it has no in» 

Trinſick Vertue that oppoſes its Deſtru- 
Ciion, but if it exiſts « cken Exiſtence 
is identified with its Nature, and it can 
no more ceaſe to be, than it could not 
be: So that no 3 can elude an 
Argument; wherefore I conclude its evi- 
dent our Species may be extinguiſh'd, 
therefore its evident it cannot be Eter- 
nal 4 ſe. But pray remember what 1 
told you juſt now, your Argument owes 
its Force to a palpable Abſurdity, and 

you know ſuch Weapons do ſmall Ex- 

ecution : You ſuppbſe God a neceſſary 

' Agent, now the very Suppoſition de- 

ſtroys him; for Liberty is a Perfection, 

ſeeing therefore God is Infinite in Per- 
fection, you cannot ſuppoſe him void 
of Freedom, without ſuppoſing him not 
infinitely Perfect, and by conſequence 
not God: So that your Diſcourſe runs 
W 7 thus; If God were God, and not God; if 
i l he Created neceſſarily a Species ab æterno, 
1 


and did not Create it; this Species would 
not be ſubjeſt to Deſtruftion, and would le 
Fubjef# to Deſtrutticn ; This is cornutum 

K ar gum 
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argumentum, but becauſe it goars with 
both Horns, it wounds with neither. 
Again: If God lay under a Neceſſity 
of Creating ab æterno, why of this World 
rather than of another? If nothing elſe 
lies within the Reach of his Power, a 
finite Per tection has drain'd his creative 
Faculty: His Ommiporence is at a Stop; 
and by conſequence his Infinity, and 
Being at an End: If he can Create 
ſomething elſe, what determin'd him to 
leave all other Creatures in the State of 
Nothing, and to inveſt this World with 
Dignity of Exiſtence ? If the Determi- 
nation came from the Nature of the 
World, then it requir'd Exiſtence ab e- 
terno, and ſo muſt have been 4b æterno, 
without any Obligation to God for its 
Being: If from God, then he is free, 
and the Exiſtence of the World is the 
Effect of his Liberality, not of Neceſſi- 
ty; whence it follows, that every Mo- 
ment it lies at his Mercy, he may thruſt 
every Individual into Nothing, with the 
{ame freedom and eaſineſs he drew them 
out of it. 2 | 
Some Philoſophers (1 know) make God 
a neceſſary Agent, not to ſuppoſe him 
Idle; they fancy Lazineſs becomes his 
Majeſty leſs than Neceſlity, and be- 
8 220. 
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cauſe they cannot aſſign him any other 
Employment but Creation, they infer 
he created this World ab eArerno. 
Theſe People come within an Ace of 
the Extravagance of the Poets, who to 
cut out ſome Work for their God Mer- 
cury made him a Poſt-Boy : But let us 
take at preſent theſe Dreams for Truths, 
theſe Fictions for Content: It follows at 
leaſt he may deſtroy this World, upon 
Condition he'll take the Pains to build 
another; _ nay, he may raiſe with one 
Hand and, pull down with the. other, 
for all Eternity; for in this Caſe it is 
evident he cannot want Employment, and 
his Buſineſs will equal his Activity: So 
that to conclude in Spite of the Pro- 
tection of Abſurdity it ſelf, you muſt 
confeſs that every Species that exiſts, is 
27 to Deſtruction, and therefore not 
A Je. þ pA 
Theom. Tho' no Speciesbe Eternal, Mat- 
ter may be Eternal. —_— 
Euſeb. What if it be? 
_ - Theom. If it be, theſe. different Spe- 
cies which grace the World, - might 
{ſpring out of firſt Fruitfulneſs of the 
Earth, which certainly was more pro- 
lifick ſome Ages ago than at preſent. 


Euſch. 


Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 387 
Euſeb. Ho Sir! We are out of our 
Way, and juſt fallen on the Confines of 
Democratiſm. The laſt Moment the 
World was Ent a fe, and now by the 
Vertue of ſome rare Adventure, its tranſ- 
form'd into an Ex, per Accidens. Seeing 
you are in a Fit of Fiction, make Uſe 
of Fancy before it cool, and ſay Men are 
hatcht in Ovens like Chickens in e/£eypr, 
or that Beaſts ſpring from Muck and 
Men from Parſely-Beds. I am almoſt 
aſham'd to confute Abſurdities, ſo groſs, 
at firſt Sight, ſo palpable, that 90 DIE 
courſe can make them more apparent: 
What would the World ſay i you ad- 
vance this Opinion in Print? They 
ought to look upon you as Mad or 
Fooliſh, if they would do you Right: 
But I admit the wond'rous Fecundity of 
the Earth, and ask you how it comes 
to pals the Speczes of Animals are not 
Eternal! For either the Earth poſſeſs'd 
this Prolifick Quality ab eterno, or it did 
not zif it did not, by what happy Chance 
did it come by it, if from it ſelf, it muſt 
be Eternal, if from another, you admit 
a diſtint Agent, and ſo our :Contro- 
verſy is at an End: If it did poſſe 
this prolifick Vertue ab e/Xterno, then 
it produc'd all things ab eArerxe (for 1 
S 2 ſup- 
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Tappoſe Matter is a neceſſary Agent) 
But if this Vertue be Eternal, methinks, 
it ſhould ſtil] remain, and then we might 
have the Satisfaction ſome times to breed 
Horſes out of Quagmires, or reap good 
Crops of Men, if this producing Quality 
falls with Age, why is it not quite extinct? 
Why does the Earth bring forth any- 
thing? An inexhauſtible Vertue will run 
upon the Lees in the Space of an Eternity, 
and end in Sterility. Thus you ſee your 
ſelf at a Loſs, tho Matter be Eter- 
nal; the more you evade a firſt Agent 
Aiſtinct from the World, the more you 
encounter him, and you have nothin 
left but the Liberty of a Being a Dei 
or a Fool. | 

But to give full Satisfaction, I offer 
vou a Reaſon or two, which ſeem to 
conclude, the very Matter cannot be 
Eternal 4 fe. Firſt *tis evident, of 
all Beings Matter comes the near- 
eſt to Nothing, it has ſcarce any other 
Perfection, than that of bare Exiſtence, tis 
pura Potent ia, a meer Capacity: Now upon 
what Right does this abje& Thin 
challenge the glorious Attribute of A, 
eity and Eternity? Before we put it in 
Poſſeſſion of ſuch tranſcendant Titles, 


both Reaſon and Juſtice commands us 
co 
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to examin its Pretenſions, on Account 
of Perfection, it can put in no Claim, 
for the moſt vile Inſects that creep in 
Mire, and ſpring from Corruption, lock 
up a greater Treaſure of Perfections in 
an Eye alone, than are diffus'd thro? 
the whole Maſs of Matter: If there- 
fore, neither theſe, nor even Man him- 
ſelf dares aſpire to Independence and E- 
ternity, why ſhould Matter? To ad 
judge it theſe incommunicable Predi- 
cats on Account of Imperfection, is ve- 
ry extraordinary: Indeed ſuch a Sen- 
tence may argue Compaſſion or good 


Nature in a judge, but not one Grain 


of Juſtice : Is Beggery a Fitle to Great - 
neſs?. Or Peaſantry to Nobility ? Be- 
cauſe I am born a Scavenger, muſt I 
challenge a Place at the Counſel Table? 
Or ſue for a Dukedom, - becauſe my Fa- 
mily wants a Coat of Arms? Is it not 


as ridiculous to dignifie Matter with 


Aſeity becauſe it borders upon Nothing, 


as to make it Independent becauſe It 


cannot exiſt without ſome Form ? 
Theom. Its right to Independence is 


neither founded on Imperfection, nor 

Perfection, but on its Nature. | 
Emſeb. What do you mean? Is not 
Aſeity a Perfection? Ws 
8 Theo. 


| 
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Theom. Les. f | 8 
Euſeb. Therefore the Exigence of a 
Aſeity founded in Matter muſt be a 
Perfection; for certainly to claim a Per- 
fection as a Debt, not a Gift, is one; but 
how do you know this Exigence is foun- 
ded on the Nature of Matter ? A Gen- 
tleman's Word will not paſs currant a- 
mongſt Philoſophers, as it does amongſt 


Taylors and Vintners: They require 


Caution, thoſe Ipſe dixit- Days expir'd 
with old Pythagoras, and according to 
the preſent Conſtitution of Mankind, 
will- not revive in our Time: Tell me 
then, by what Myſterious Light have 
you diſcovered, that Aſeity is entail'd 
on Matter ? That its a Branch of Birth- 
Right? I conceive an Aſlertivn may be 
prov'd two Ways, either by Authority 
or Reaſon; could you /ub-pexna a Brace 
of Eternal Witneſſes they might go far 
to the clearing the Point in Controver- 
fy, but there are few of that Stamp in 
the Nation; they are as rare as a rea- 
ſonable Atheiſt : Seeing therefore Wit- 
neſſes cannot relieve you, you muſt re- 
treat to Reaſon; regale us I beſeech 
you with a Demonſtration. 794 
Theom. We find by Experience, that 
Matter is not liable to Corruption; 
tho 


A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 391 
tho* Compounds riſe, and fall, it ſtands 
immoveable; it neither looſes any thing 
by Time, nor gains: There was no more 
a thouſand Years ago than to Day, nor 
will there be leſs in future Ages, than 
at preſent, it therefore will be Eternal, 
and if it will be Eternal ; it has been ab 
fterno. | LY ; 

Euſeb. You prove well, that as Mat- 
ter cannot be corrupted, ſo it cannot 
be generated, and by conſequence will 
be Eternal; ſo far you are in the Right: 
But then it does not follow it was 4 
ſe ab æterno, becauſe it might have been 
Created; for the Impoſſibility of Crea- 
tion cannot be inferr'd from any true 
Principle : Nay, I have prov'd already 
that Matter could not be 2 ſe, ſo that 
your Argument falls to the Ground, and 

without any Prejudice to the Force of my 
Proof. * 

Secondly, If Matter be ens 4 ſe, an e- 
ternal, neceſſary, and independent Being, 
It is actus purus, i. e,. it had no Capacity 
to receive any more Perfections, than 
thoſe it poſſeſs'd ab æterno; for there Is 
no Reaſon why it ſhould poſſeſs one, 
more than another : Therefore ab æterno 
it either poſſeſs'd no Perfection, which 
deſtroys the Hypotheſis, or 4: H it 

8 4. had 
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had al, it cannot receive any more; 
therefore if it be Eternal à ſe, neceſſary 
and independent, it is actus purus, incapable 
of any further Perfection. 
Again, if it be neceſſary and indepen» 
dent, it cannot looſe any Perfection it 
had ab æterno; becauſe if it could, that 
might be, and might not be, and by con- 
ſequence would not be intrinſecally Ne- 
ceſſary; beſides as it depends of it ſelf 
alone for its Being, fo nothing deſtin& 
ean poſſibly deſtroy it. | 
Hence it follows, that whatever is 
Eternal a ſe, neceſſary and independent, 
muſt be unalterable; for all Change is 
a Motion, either from a greater Perfecti- 
on to a Leſs, or from a Leſs to a 
Greater, or at leaſt to an Equal : See- 
ing therefore an eternal, neceſſary, and 
independent Being is actus purus, uncapa- 
ble either of acquiring, or looſing a- 
ny Perfection, it muſt be wnalterable. 
Hence it follows, that Matter cannot 
de eternal, neceſſary, and independent: Firſt, 
becauſe it is an incompleat Being, and 
has a natural Tendency to Forms; tis 
(as I. may ſay) out of its Element; in a 
State of Violence and Longing, untill. it 
compaſſes a perfect Body, and cannot na- 
turally Exiſt without the actual m_ 
ciſe 
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ciſe of that Office: To be therefore ® 
part is one of Matter's Perfections, be- 
cauſe nothing can naturally deſire, what 
is 1 a among NN . — I have 

ro already, that no Species 

— be Eternal, therefore Matter did 
acquire ſome new Perfection when tchoſe 
Species began, which it had not before; 
hence it — that Matter is neither 
aſtus purus, nor unalterable , becauſe in 
time it acquir'd a Perfection which it 
had not ab eterno, and by conſequence- 
is not 4 ſe, neceſſary, and independent . 
therefore it was Created by an All- 
powerſul Agent, which we call God. 
 Theom, We are bemir'd in Ariftorle's 
materia prima, and ſlipt into the Syſtem 
of ſubſtantial Forms: Tou would ſcare 
me with old Peripateticiſm,. and put off 
obſolete Dreams for Demonſtrations : 
That counterfeit Coin is calld: in, and 
only goes currant at Salamanca in Spain, 
where Antiquity: has the ſame Charms as 
| Novelty has with us: They ſtick to old 
| Opinions, as they do to old Faſhions, 
and will no more ee with Ariſtotle, 
| than the Chineſe with ꝛheir Beards ; But 
we have degraded the: Stagirite. To 
ſwear in verba mapi/tri, is an Incroach- 
ment upon our Liberty; infine Sir, m- 
858 teria 
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feria prima is an empty Name, and ſub» - 
ſtantial Forms a groundlefs Invention; 
and your Demonſtration is void of all 
Force, becauſe it relies on Fiction and 


Viſion. | | 580 
Euſeb. I neither declare for Ar:ifotle, 
nor Gaſſendau, nor have a greater Incli- 
nation for Des Cartes, than the Chymiſts:. 
My Proof runs thro' any Hypotheſis, 
and is calculated up for all Syſtems. 
Tell me your Opinion, that I may mo- 
del my Argument, and point it againſt 
Four Evaſion. it 
Theom. What we call Matter, is no- 
thing but a Complex of various fimple 
Bodies ab cterno; they by an inate Qua- 
lity ſcower about, and by a mutual Con- 
courſe frame thoſe Compounds, that 
ſtock the Univerſe: The Variety only 
conſiſts in the (Diverſity of Combinati- 
ons: When ſuch a Number of hor, dry, 
and moiſt Atoms cling together, up ſtarts 
a Horſe; the ſame may be ſaid of o- 
Mixts : They differ meerly accidential- 
ly, and have no other Form (if I may 
ſay ſo) then the Taleity of” the Mix- 
ture; hence it comes, that Matter is 
not ſubject to Changes, and is only ca- 
able of a new extinſick Perfection: Be- 
ſides thoſe Atoms being perfect in them- 

ſelves, 


r 
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ſelves, have no bent, or inclination to 


Compound: They are as content in a. 
State of Separation, as of Compoſition; 
and as willingly form a Worm as a. He- 
narch: Tho* therefore Species were not 
ab æterno a fe, Matter enjoyn'd all its 
natural Perfections ab æterno, and is wich- 
al unchangeable, unleſs you call a new 
Situation, Alteration, &c. So that you 
muſt forge a new Demonſtration, -if 
you. intend to argue Matter out of Aſe- 


ty. | 


a Confutation of your Syſtem, it lies 
at preſent quite out of my Way, and 
can be no Part of my Task : I dif- 
charge my 1 if 1 ſhow, that the 
atomiſtical Hypotheſis does not weaken the 
Force of my Reaſon: Notwithſtanding 
1 muſt- tell you, a wife Man will not 
eaſily believe, that dull and dead Atoms 
are able to frame a living Creature: 
For certainly Life is ſomething more 
than the bare Motion of hot, moiſt and 
dry Atoms, and an Atheift muſt have as 
mean Opinion of himſelf as of God, 
before he can aſſert, that the only Di- 
ſtinction between bim and an Inſect, lies 
in the Difference of the Mixture: Me- 
thinks, ſuch an Opinion might difpoſe 

him 
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him to Modeſty : Nay, of all Men he 
ſhould be the leaſt Preſuming ; who ac- 
knowledges ſuch a baſe Extraction, and 
puts no other Difference between him 
and a Brute, than between fine Holland 

and Scoroh Cloth: Yet upon Experiment, 
_ "theſe are the great Pretenders of Man- 

kind, who while they confeſs themſelves 
ſo'near ally'd to Beaſts, advre their Ex- 
cellencies, and fall down before Calves, 
as the Jem did in the Wilderneſs. in- 
deed he that wants leiſure or Capacity 
to Examine his Nature, or perſwades 
- himſelf his better Part is Immortal, may 
grow vain upon a kind Preſumption, 
or the real Conviction of ſuch a Tow- 
'ering Perfection: But for a Man to 
be proud who pretends to demonſtrate 
his own Baſeneſs, is little leſs than 
Frenzy: Now pray attend, Atoms (you 
fay) have an intimate Principle of Mo- 
tion; Nature as we find by Experience, 
always works ſome End; therefore that 
Motion of the Atoms has ſome End; 
we cannot diſcover the Ends better than 
by the Effects, the Effects are Compounds, 
therefore the End of that Motion in- 
herent in the Matter is compound; 
hence it follows, that actually to con- 
ſtitute a compos'd Eody, — 
| 0 


| 
1 
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of the Matter, becauſe it is a Poſſeſſion 
of the End, to which Nature inclines 
it; but it did not poſſeſs this End ab 
e/Eterno, therefore ab e/fterno it wan» 
ted ſome Perfection, of which it was ca- 
pable; Therefore *tis alterable, and by 
Conſequence not Eternal 4 ſe, beſides, 
if it had not all the Perſections ab Her- 
no it poſſeſſes in Time, it had no Per- 
fection ab eMterno; becauſe there is no 
Reafon why it ſhould have one, and not 
all others of which it is capable: Where- 
fore I conclude it was not «b eterno 4 


ſe, neither will it avail you to reply, 


theſe Perfections are accidental; firſt be- 
cauſe Ent a ſe can have no accidental 
perfection, for whatever it has is neceſ- 
fary and indentifi'd with its Nature; 
and ſecondly, becauſe it is Actus purus, 


as I ſaid before. 


Theom. This is ridiculous to Exceſs! 
What if a Ball of Wax was. «. /e, could 
not mould it into a Cube, not melt 
it down? You return a Paradox for an 
Anſwer. | =o 

Euſeb. You muſt not wonder if one 
Abſurdity begets another, a ridiculous 


_ Conſequence flows from a ridiculoas An- 


tecedent-; and one Paradox is the beſt 
Proof of another. To expect _ 
Om 
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from Nonſenſe, is to gape after Impoſ- 
ſibilities. If you ſuppoſe a Sphere of 
Wax Eternal 4 /e, either that Figure 
was neceſſary, or it was not; if it was 
not, who caſt it in that Form? Why 
was it a Sphere, rather, than a Cube? 
If it owes the Determination to ſome 
exterior Principle, then the Wax was 
not 4 ſe, becauſe the Figure was not: 
If that Figure was neceſſary, the Na- 
ture of the Wax requir'd it; if the 
Nature of the Wax requir'd it, it can 
be deſtroyed no more than the Nature: 
But if you ſuppoſe that Sphere 4 ſe, 
the Nature of the Wax cannot poſ- 
ſibly be deſtroyed, therefore neither can 
the Figure; indeed that Wax would be 
very ſtubborn, but Impoſſibilities are 
an inflexible Generation, and can no 
more be brought over to Reaſon, than 
Atheiſts. The World therefore is not 
Eternal a ſe, nor any Part of it; whence 
it remains, that a moſt powerful Au- 
thor drew it out of Nothing, to whom 
we owe our Being, and Conſervation, 
and by Confequence Homage: 

"Theom. Is this all you have to ſay. to 
the Point? x K de 2h 
Euſeb. I could enlarge on the Mat- 
ter; but for the preſent, I leave 2 

12 


"Sa 2 - 
a = 


— 


A 


1 
lf 
q 
b 
, 
4 


—— — od 


* —— ñ K 


A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 399 
Arguments to your Conſideration. We 
lie under a Dialemma, if they hold — 
they will ſtand upon Record again 
if not, agaiuſt me: Which I ſuppoſe will de 
no unacceptable Revenge. You will have 
the Satisfaction of Laughing at the Va- 
nity of the Attempt, and of applauding | 
your mn into the Bargain. 
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DIALOGUE XX. 


The 676. Proof. 'Tho* there were a God 
he cannot convince thoſe Atheiſts of 
his Being, who refuſe Aled to the 


forgoing Proofs. 


Euſeb. J Have worſted you in the 
I Judgment of Authority, ant 
have diſpatch'd Part of your Excepti- 
ons: We are come to the laſt Tribu- 
nal of Reaſon, and I have the good 
Fortune to foil you _ our Suit is at 
an End; and certain 1 I have all the 
Grounds in the World to hope a fa- 
vourable Iſſue, for Reaſon never rever- 
ſes the Sentence of Univerſal Tradition, 
when back'd with a hundred Reaſons. 
In 
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In the firſt Place; you cannot admit 
the World to be Eternal 4 ſe, with- 
out ſtriking upon a manifeſt Abſurdity; 
now Abſurdities cannot poſſibly flow 
from Truth; they are the Children of 
Falſhood:, and the Offspring of Er- 
ror. - a: 
Theom. If you can ſhew that the H - 
potheſis of the World's Eternity leads to 
any thing that claſhes with Reaſon, or 
borders upon Error, without Doubt 1 
lie at your Mercy: The Conſequence 
takes after the Antecedent, and *tis im- 
Poſlible for that to be ridiculous, . with- 
out this be. erroneous. 

Euſeb. You have granted, that if there. 
be a God, he can manifeſt his Being 
to Men, by ſome ſenſible Effet of his 
Omnipotence. | 

Theom. I have, and a Man muſt: take 
Pleaſure in Folly, and dote on Contra- 
traditions, before he can deny a Truth 
ſo Evident :: For to confeſs an. Omni- 
potent Being, and to refuſe him the 
Power of manifeſting-. himſelf by ſome 
exterior Sign, to a Creature,-who is fur- 
niſh'd with Senſes, and endow'd with 
Reaſon is a flat Contradiction. 

Euſeb. | am glad to hear fo ingenu- 
ous a Confeſſion: Pray. therefore Hp 

\Q- 
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Notice; if God intended to diſcover 
himſelf by an exterior Sign, he would 
choofe ſome ſtately Work, worthy of 
his Power, and ſuitable to his Gran- 
dure. 

Theom. He would. | | 

Euſeb. Let us then ſuppoſe for ſome 
Moments, that you and I ſlept in our 
Beds of pure Poſſibility, that we are 
now, what we were a thouſand Years 
ago, very. Nothings : Let us ſuppoſe be- 
ſides that all things elſe fall into the 
ſame State of Impotence; that an infi- 
nite Being exiſts alone, and reſolves to 
communicate his Perfections to ſome 
Creatures, and to manifeſt himſelf to 
Man, the moſt perfect Piece of his Pow- 
er. Immediately one Fiat calls a glo- 
rious Fabrick from an Eternal Nothing, 


uniform in Variety, and various in Uni- 


formity: A+ Creature dignified with 
Reaſon, ſet of with Senſes and enrich'd 
with a-hundred Noble Qualities mar- 
ches at the Head of this new-born Mul- 
titude :- He admires at the ſtately Ar- 
chitecture of the Infant World, the 
Multiplicity. of Parts, the ſtupendious 
Contrivance, and Harmony of the whole : 
Can he, or his Poſterity by the Force 
of Reaſon. come to the Knowledge — 

the 
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the Deity. that made it? According to 
your Principles they cannot : For tho we 
ſuppoſe this new fram'd World, a thou- 
ſand Times more perfect, than that we 
live in, they may conclude it was E- | 
ternal as now you do, and: they have 

| 


a better Plea, becauſe we ſuppoſe it 
more perfect. *Tis true the firſt Man 
knows he is not Eternal, but of what 
Standing the World is, or how he comes 
to be, is a Myſtery: he may aſcribe his 
good Luck to Chance, or his own Na- 
ture, as well as you : But if we come | 
to his Deſcendants, they will be at a 
Puzzle for the Original of their Genea- 
-Jogy They can arrive at the Know- 
ledge of it, either by Tradition, or Rea- 
loi; and if by either, or both theſe 
Means, they can be aſcertain'd: They 
had a Beginning, why are not you aſſur'd 
we had one ? For which way ſhall they 
meet with a more diffuſive Tradition, 
or more pregnant Arguments than we 
have for the Beginning of this World? 
If the Structure of the new ſuppos'd 
World be admirable to àmazement; 
that of the Old is ſurprizing: If there 
appear in the Conſtitution of that, as 
many Characters of Wiſdom and Power, 
as Parts; the very Blind may read as 
. many 
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many in the Frame of this: That n 
open us a Perſpective of Miracles; 
this unfolds a Scene of Wonders: If 
therefore in ſpight of Tradition and 
Reaſon, in ſpight of the moſt viſible 
Characters of Wiſdom and Power, in- 
fine, maugre as many Wonders as 
there are Objects without us, or 
Veins, Myffgles and Arteries within us, 
Atheiſts deny this World had any other 
Author than its own Neceſſity, and In- 
dependency ; why may not the Atheiſts 
of the new World elude. the Force of 
Tradition and Reaſon by your wretch- 
ed Evaſion? they may certainly en- 
trench themſelves in the Hypotheſis of 
Eternity, and out-face (by your Exam- 
ple) down rignt Dem nation. 5 
Theom. Tho? indeed theſe new. Gen- 
tlemen would be at a Nonplus, as well 
as we; and I believe that would vye 
incredulous with this, yet God might 
manifeſt himſelf many Ways: Firſt, By 
infuſing into all Men as clear a Con- 
viction of his Being, as we have of the 
firſt Principles of Reaſon: Secondly, By 
teaching them ſome Demonſtration, that 
he created the World, which lies out 
of Sight: And thirdly, By divine Re- 
velation. Theſe Methods are —_—_—_— 
DIC, 


deny'd the Truth of theſe great Prin- 


had no other Temptation to be fooliſh, 
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= and I fancy would do the Buſt 
neſs. 

Euſeb. Firſt, All thoſe Ways are ſu- 
pernatural: Now *tis very ſtrange that 
Omnipotence ſhould want Power to frame 
a Work capable to Point out to a Ra- 
tional Creature its divine Contriver, 
without the Aſſiſtance of Miracles: But 
again, tho' God ſhould infuſe into all 
thoſe Inhabitants of the new World, as 
clear a Knowledge of their Origin, as 
of the firſt Principles, Do you think all 
Debates would vaniſh at the Approach 
of that glairing Light? Have not Men 


146 


ciples in Spite of Conviction, altho' they 
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but the Pleaſure of Contradicting? And 
why ſhould you expect in your Caſe a 
more reaſonable Procedure? Eſpecially 
when the Omnipotent Motives of Lewd- 
neſs and Epicuriſm that debauch your 
br rm would corrupt and bribe 
theirs : For they may oppoſe againſt De- 
monſtration theſe Arguments which ſup- 
port your Obſtinacy, and hy up your 
Infidelity. I cannot conceive how it is 
poſſible for an Infinite Mercy, and an 
Infinite Juſtice to meet in the ſame Sub- 
jet, how Juſtice can pardon, or Mer- 
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cy puniſh; therefore there is no ſuch 


Thing. 3 5 
| To ſay ſomething can be made of 
nothing, is to croſs upon Reaſon; to 
build new Principles upon the Ruin of 
the old, and by Conſequence to break 
down the Incloſure between Sophiſt 
and Demonſtration, Truth and Falſ- 
hood ; therefore the World was not created : 
Nay, twas poſſible to be «ab efterno, 
therefore it was. What Evidence can 
be ſecure from the Attempts of theſe 
Arguments? They dare attack Euclide, 
and huff Apollonius: If reſolute Denyals 
aſs content for Proofs, and Poſſibities 
or Demonſtrations, we paſs all Things 
on Courteſy. A Man that dares look 
Fool in the Face, may do ſtrange Ex- 
ecution; he may deny us into Nothing, 
and by the fly Turn of a Poſlibility 
demonſtrate us out of Being. 
Theom. Nay a Man that is reſolv'd 
to puſh oY Home, may puzzle a fix 
Form Philoſopher, yet the Defeat of the 
one, will prove more glorious, than the 
Victory of the other, but then I thought 


Evidence carried all before it, and cap- 


tivated more Underſtandings than the 
Grand Senior has enflay'd Chriſtians. 
| Euſeb. 


— 
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Euſeb. Evidence indeed is generally 
victorious , but oftentimes *tis over- 
match'd: A Man ſeconded by Preju- 
dice, or Intereſt, ſtands immoveable; 
you muſt change his Circumſtances be- 
fore he will alter his Opinion : His Un- 
derſtanding never changes Sides, unleſs 
Intereſt marches off firſt : But when this 
wheels about, that follows through a 
thouſand Errors. The Sun has Beams 
enough not only to fill, but even to 
dazzle a well depos'd Eye; but if a Film 
croſſes the Pupil, or a Cataract inter- 
oſes between the Chryſtial, in Spite of 
ight the Organ remains in Obſcurity, 
and the Patient finds the Effects of 
Night and the Horror of Darkneſs at 
Mid-Day : Thus the Cauſe ſtands with 
the Underſtanding ::I grant thoſe Peo- 
ple we talk of would have Proofs ſuf- 
ficient to content a well diſpos'd Un- 
derſtanding, and ſo have you; but if 
they are haunted with the Spirit of Diſ- 
pute and Obſtinacy, if Intereſt ſtands 
againſt Creation and God, the Intell 
falls preſently. into Diſorder, Miſts arife 


and Fumes interpoſe F and when tis 
e 


thus diſmounted, Evidence by a Kind 
of Antipariſtaſis produces Obſtinacy not 
| Con- 
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Conviftion, and rather hardens the 
Heart than ſoftens the Brain. 
Your ſecond Means is expos'd to the 
ſame Exceptions: 1 do not queſtion, 
but God can draw a Legion of Demon- 
ſtrations from the Conſtitution of the 
World to evince he made it, which are 
not within the Reach of our Know-- 
ledge : Yet if the new found World 
Atheiſts are of the ſame Temper with 
thoſe of our Horizon, they will diſpute 
their Ground, and never ſurrender, till 
the Fire of Hell acts upon Senſe, and 
ſo conveys Truth into the Underſtand- 
ing by eternal Sufferings: For as you 
(againſt the common Vote of Mankind, 
againſt the plain Conviction of Reaſon) 
caſt Creation out of Doors, both as 
needleſs and impoſſible, what hinders 
them from following your Footſteps? 
And oppoſing to all Demonſtrations, theſe 
groundleſs Conjectures, that ſupport your 
Incredulity? If you ſay a Man that 
dares fly in the Face of Evidence, is a 
Monſter, that he ought rather be caned 
than argu'd into Reaſon, you are in the 
Right; but theſe Monſters over-run the 
World, they are grown ſo common, that 
they rather pleaſe than aſtoniſh; for 
now an inflexible Obſtinacy, and a migh- 
t 
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ty Wit are become Synonimous, and 
tis far more warrantable and modiſh 
to ſtand cloſe to Intereſt, than to yield to 
the Force of Reaſon. | | 
I cannot gueſs why Revelation ſhould 
prove more effectual, than Demonſtra- 
tion; theſe inward Lights are always 
accompany'd with ſome Abſurdity ; and 
tho' they Illuminate, they leave us in 
the Dark: An unweary Man may eaſt- 
ly be deluded, he may miſtake Temp- 
tation for Inſpiration, and the Voice of 
' God' for the Spirit of Fornication: We 
remember yet what mad Pranks our 
Fathers ſaw the laſt Age, when People 
rebelFd by divine Impulſe, and executed 
their Prince on a Scaffold by Revela- 
tion ., when they blegd their fellow 
Subjects Purſe, and then their Veins, 
by the Command of the Spirit ; when 
they tranſgreſs'd God's Laws by Pro- 
vidence, and thoſe of Nature by Inſpi- 
ration : And as Men fanatically inclin'd, 
take every Impulſe of Paſſion for divine 
Revelation; fo they who love Liberti- 
niſm look upon Revelation” it ſelf, as 
an Illuſion, they will admit of nothing 
Divine, but Senſuality, they examin Truth 
by the Standard of Pleaſure, and what- 
ever baulks Appetite is Spleen * 
on: 
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ſion: One wou'd "think--the "Revelation 
of the World's Creation made ſo ma- 
ny thouſand Years ago to Moſes, is cer- 
tain, almoſt to Evidence; it has un- 
dergone che examen of Ages, and the 
Critièiſm of obſtinate Incredulity, it has 
triumph'd over Ignorance, conquer d Ma- 
lice, and ſham'd thoſe it could not con- 
vince; 1 do not ſee how a particular 
Revelation can be more per ſwaſive than 
that Which has been put a Thoufand 
times to the Teſt ; nor how this can 
force an Underſtanding againſt the By- 
aſs of Intereſt, that will not come o 
| ver to the other: For till you (may © 
nun to yourold Retrenchment, The World 

was poſſible M ern, therefore it ma. 
ah æterno; id , you may take Begging 
the Queſtion for Proving, and Impudence 
for Reaſon. 5 "7 n | 2s . * 181 _ 
 Theom. What think you; if God \ſhould 
take you and me by the Hair, as you 
fancy an Angel did Hubacuct, and poſt 


us away to che imaginary _ above 
the Empyrium? If de ſhoul appear in 
Majeſty,” and regale our Sight with a 
Scene of Creation zn 0 
Fuſeb. Why; 1 think vou would be 
amazed, but hot A Fou * J 
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-Euſeb. Tis ſo indeed; yet not more 


of a Divinity, you remain in Infidelity: 
For if God did appear; he muſt borrow 
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ted an Atheiſt, and would return 
one. 8 n 


Theo. That's ſtran N 


1 


£range, than that after ſo many Proofs 


ſome ſenſible Shape; human Eyes are 
too feeble to gaze upon a Spirit: The 
Glory of a Divinity dazzles em: They 
-fink under the Splendour of the Omni- 
tent. Now, he has appear already un- 
der the Form of Fire and Smoak toi 
whole Army, not able to bare his Ma- 
-jeſty, and this Appearance is made fo 
credible, that he who will not be- 


© ilieve.: ſo many thouſand Eyes, mult be 


za iFool to believe two: Again, how do 
von know but this World eternally 
Floated (like a ſwiming Ifland ) in the 
vaſt: Ocean of thoſe imaginary Spaces? 
And by a lucky Puff of Chance, or 
Storm of Atoms was wafted over to 
vou in the Nick of Time? Theſe Ca- 
ſualties are (1 hope) Poſſible: Beſides 
- that -ufilucky Principle er nihilo nihil fit 
might gravel your Underſtanding above, 
-as now it does below, for Situation 
makes no alteration in. Truth or I 
| 7 


A Gand Infratted, tec. 411 
hood ; if it be evident here, it will be 
evident there, and if it ap ven Saphi- 
— in the new as - ſhould 

pol for Dem nſtration 1 ' e Old? 
if this 3 chance to work u 

en 08; your fellow Atheiſts would + 
where they are, unleſs God ſhould fal | 


upon new Creations, and cure their In- 
fidelity by condeſcending to their Pride, 


and ſatisfying their Curioſi ity: But then 
you wou'd condemn __ him to a Drudgery 
more inſu ble than that of look- 


ing after Flies. He muſt (it ſeems) 
Work, if not for his Living, at leaſt 
for Adoration: He muſt fawn on A- 
theiſts to deſerve their Protection, and 
ſerve an Apprenticeſnip . 0 1 
led gd for * Maſter. : 
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Eiſeb. Have done with my Argu- 


» 


D 1A L O GUE XXII. 
The oſt «plauſible "Exceptions of A. 
theifts againſt the World's. Creation 
r 


—— + 


I ments, which muſt be very a- 
tisfactory, unleſs you can invalidate 
em by urgent Reaſons, and prove by 

vidence 4 priori, or at leaſt from the ve- 
ryNature; and Conſtitution of the World, 
That it was impoſſible- to be Made: 
Favour me therefore with a ſhort Liſt 
of your Reaſons, Range em (if you 
pleaſe) in Rank and File, Draw em 
up to the beſt Advantage; and make 
the moſt of em, yet 1 fancy, when all 
is done, you muſt eftabliſh the Wortti's 
Eternity by begging heartily, not by 


proving it; and if I ſtay, till you e- 


vince it by Reaſon, the World may 
have an End, before you prove hazard or 
neceſlity gare it a Beginning. 

Theo. In the firſt place; we cannot 
give the World a Beginning without 
zorcing Reaſon, and impoſing on our 
Uederitanding. This Doctrine muſt be 

| ſupported 


an ©. A 4. 


A Gentleman inſtracted, &c. 413 


ſupported on the Ruins of firſt Prin- 


ciples, and whoſoever abets it, muſt 
abjure thoſe great Truths, that Man- 
kind avows to be the Standard and 
Meaſure of all others. Ex Nihilo, Nihil 
fit is the common Voice of Nature, tis 
too clear to be prov'd, it ſhines- on the 
Underſtanding, as the Sun does on our 
Eyes: And we can as ſoon find Night 
at Mid-Day, as Fallacy in the Axiom, 
yet if we admit Creation, we muſt daſh 
out this Principle, and by the ſame 
Authority caſheere all others, .and ther, 
(as blind Men) we ſhall walk in the 
Dark, we ſhall diſcourſe without Rule, 
argue without. Reaſon, and (like the 
Dog in the Fable) chop at the Shadow 
for the Subſtance i. e. we ſhall miſtake 
Fal fnood for Truth, and Error for De- 
monſtration. 15 | 
Secondly, *Tis an undoubted Max- 
im in Philoſophy, that to boulſter. up ' 
an Opinion, we. muſt not_. multipl 
Things without Neceſlity, Non ſunt mul- 
riplicanda antes ſine Neceſſitate, Now 
there is no need to forge an infinite 
Being, for the World might be. of it 
ſelf Al e/fterno: The. moſt ſubtle Lo- 
gician in the World, can never make 
i; appear, that the Hypotheſis imploys, a 
TT 


414 Gentleman inſtructed, &. 
Contradiction in Terminis, or even by 
Inference. To what purpoſe do we en- 
tangle our ſelves in Difficulties 7. Wh 
do we frame an Omnipotent, wiſe and 
juſt Creator, with a- Touſand other 
2ompeous Titles, both unintelligible and 
frightful ? Have Fears and Apprehen- 
Hons. ſuch raviſhing Charms? Cannot 
our Underſtandings be pleaſed unleſs 
they are Nonplu?d? Nor be ſatisfied 
unleſs we hang them on the Ten- 
ters? ä 2 
Thirdly, A Thouſand Parts of the 
Univerſe ſeem not only ſuperflaons, but 
noxious: They are too vile even to: 
make a Show, and are only fit to in- 
creaſe the Number of Creatures, ſo that 
they reach not the Quality of Mutes, 
that ſerve (at leaſt) for Pomp and O- 
ſtentation : Yet were they barely with- 
out Employment, without Station or 
Deſign. I would let them lies quiet 
in the State of Idleneſs, but alas, they 
were Executioners. by Nature, as well 
as Office, and enter into the World to 
plague it: For Example, if there were 
a God can you imagine he would ſo 
far abale his Power, or proſtitute Ks 
Wiſdom, as to produce Lice arid-Fleas? 
That he would foul ä 5 6 


A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 415 
Toads? Or condemn his Omnipotence 
to dig Flies out of Dunghills ? Methinks 
it would: fait better with three 


and Goodneſs,. to clear the World of 
theſe Plagues, than to ſtock it: Plagues 
call them, for their very End is Miſ- 


chief: Some torments a Man, others 


kill him, and the leaſt troubleſome mo- 
leſt him. Vou know Sir what a Figure 
Domitian makes in Story, for: his unbe- 
ſeeming Diverſions; if it be beneath a 
Man to flay Vermin, *tis certainly be- 
tow God to make them. Had I an Ia- 
clination to beliere the World was 
made, I would turn Manichæan, and 
rather admit two firſt Principles than 
one: Now! if theſe Inſects were not cre- 
ated, why ſhould: I admit a creating 


Principle of any thing elſe ? Come, Sir h 


let us ſay rather, all Things were © 
themſelves, 'than vote God- the Drud- 
gery of making them. They are below 
the Care of an infinite Majeſty, and 


the Power of the Omnipotent. I am 


perſwaded *tis leſs. irrational to deny 


a God, than to aſſign him the moſt ſor+ 


did Imployments; ſirſt, of producing 
Lice, Fleas and br ee arms of con- 
PE CTOVTIFNT 21 JBE 440117310 


grand 
Attributes of a Deity, Power, Wiſdom 


ſerving 
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416 A Gentleman inſtracted, &e. 
ſerving them. I have many other Excep- 
tions againſt your Opinion; but theſe 
4 fice to diſcard it even of Probahi- 
ES AST NT ©. 7! | 
Euſeb. You. have propos'd your Dif- 
ficulties, I will return an Anſwer. To 
the Firſt; indeed a Man cannot per- 
ſwade himſelf the World was the Pro- 
duct of Neceſſity, or Chance without 
affronting Reaſon, and tricking his Un- 
derſtanding: To allie thoſe infinite Per- 
fections of Eternity and Independence 
with the vileneſs of creeping Inſects, is 
to bring to one Centre Extreams that 
can never meet: Tis to raiſe Vermin 
above their Level, and pull down thoſe 
vaſt Perfections below theirs: Tis to 
inveſt Toads and Frogs with the Ap- 
pertenances of the Divinity, and to 
cloath 'em like the Daw in the Fable 
with gaudy Plumes, that belong to a- 
nother: But when we make God Au- 
thor of the World, we ſtumble upon 
no Abſurdity: For tho* the World be a 
ſtately Work, yet I conceive it neither 
ſurpaſſes the Power, nor the Skill of a 
moſt powerful, and moſt ' wife Artiſt, 
Ommiporence has certainly an excellent 
Knack at making, and an infinite Wiſe 
dom at contriving. Seeing — 
| cre. 
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i Gintlemantinfirulted; Sc. gn 
Perfection of, the Work is net a 
the Abilities of the Architeg, we. 
not on this Account tranſgreſs any 
_—_ Principle if we aGrida it to 

$ e443) * 1:/07-\-30 Ya Linse £115 
Indeed hy admitting Creation, I ha- 
niſh your ex .nihils nilul fit from the 
Number of Principles; but I do not at 
all intrench upon Nature, not encroach 
upon the Prerogative of the Under- 
derſtanding by out- lawing: it: Tis guil> 
ty of Intruſion, and holds the Place by 
the favour of Inorame: Thoſe People 
who firſt — it, were without 
Principles themſelves, they knew nos 
the Extent of Omnipotence, or invaded 
its Priviledges. An Omnipotent Power 
can do any thing that is : poſſible; zz e. 
that implies not a Contradiction: Show 
me (if you can) a Contradiction that 4: 
All-power ful Being ſhould mate ſomething 
wit hout the Help of previous Matter; if 
you cannot, your Principle is juſtly de- 
graded: Nor will other Maxims be in- 
volv'd in its diſgrace; they'll keep their 
Poſts in ſpight of Oppoligon, and re- 
ceive ſubmiſſion from Reaſon, wher' ere 
they meet it: But if you ſuffer your 
Maxim to be reſtrain'd, and not let it 
ramble. into the other World, I' em- 
i ah brace 
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4 AG inftvatted; &c. 

Arms, as Ocellus and 
le did - in this Eaſe. ie will 
Sele no more, than that all natural 


Generations foppoſs a Sybje&X; and in 
this Senſe I ſay of your Principle, what- 


one ſaid of | EuchiFs' finſt- Demonſtra- 


tion? 7 wert ſo.. tin, * = 
Nikils, pv fit. Nitaxo/'cam can gi — 
ing and Life ta no nem Productions unleſs 
ſhe has. a Subject to work on: In this 
Point ſhe has no Prerogative above a 
Carver, tho in the other ſnhe far exceeds; 
for her Works are more fine and deli- 
cate, ſhe gives Life, the others Skill ſtops 
at Figure: But if we. look upon God, 
your Principle is out of Doors; he can- 
not only work on Matter, but make 
it: This argues you'll ſay an Exceſs of 
Power: Tis true, but yet it does not 
qut-ſtretch Qmnipotence. 

_ TotheSecond, Tanſwer, your Argument 
faulters in every Part; it proves too 
much, and by Conſequence juſt Nothing: 
It ſtands. for either Side ofthe Con- 
tradiction, and therfore ſupports neither. 
For as you argue thus, *7was poſſible for 
the World to exiſt of it felf, "LE re we 
muſt” not father it upon _ ſuperior Agent: 
80 by the ſame _ may. Ou 
that 
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Let us therefore out-law Tonpion, and. 
tranſport the whole Company of Watch - 
makers into Virginia to plant Tobacco 
their Art is ſuperfluous in Exgland, as 
well as their Perſons, ſince Poſſibility, 
has ſet up Shop, Watches will pour in 
upon us by thouſands, we may take 
them up as the Jews did Quails, and 
when we have made our own, Proviſi- 
on, Pleaſure a Friend with half a Do- 
zen. „ WH 4 
Theom. Vou are in a Vein of pleaſan- 
try, but Arguments are ſeldom langh'd 
out of Countenance. If Poſſibility be 


od — 
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"Eufeb, Your wren "IE Sir, 1 am 
25 as the Matter will dee ah 

„ Diſcourſe has any thing of 
7er 200; dere beholding to the object 
for the P Wetlon. A Buttdon under 
grave iſe, may be miſtaken for 2 
venerable Alderman, but when he is 
cas d, the Alderman retites to make 
room for Scaramouch. To. treat Foole- 
ries 00 57 0 is to open Ss 


270 


Tei f nden can baffle an 0 
gument, the moſt ſtrict Demonſtrations 
are not ſecure: By your Leave, Sir, you 
either miſtake the Streſs of m Reaſon, or 
fling i in a handful of pi piquaint Railleries to 
evade it: Pray 1 From this An- 
tecedent, Twas poſſible for the World to 
be ab eFfterno a ſe, this Inference fol- 
lows, therefore it did exift :- For. if the 
World was poſſible ab eArerno, tis a 
neceſſary and independent Being, but 
'tis evident that a neceſſary and inde- 

endent Being is Eternal, therefore, if 
the World were poſſtble ab Aterno, tis 
manifeſt it did exiſt a. ſe ab terne; 


and therefore, all Recourſe to a Deity 
is, 


A Gentleman joſtrutted, N 4% 
is vain and ſu bus! What Abſyr- 
dity can be found in ſo plain a Diſ- 
courſe, but that a Man of Wit did not 
comprehend ir; 
Euſeb; Your ' Argument with theſe A- 
mendments is ſtill defective; it proves: 
not at all the Queſtion, 2 — , 
beggs it. For it amounts to this, that 
the World was Aterno, there 
fore, it was ab tern. If you intend 
to make any thing of your En em, 
prove firſt the Antecedent, and then we: 
will conſider what it is to be done with 
the Conſequence. Now I have already 
prov'd the World could not poſſibly 
exilt ab AÆterno (as you fappoſe) wich 
out any other Proof, than a bare Aſſertion. 
In the mean Time, methinks this Ar- 
gument proves as forcibly the Contra- 
dition of your Theſt; *rwas not - poſſible 
for the Morld to exiſt of it ſelf ab Aterno, 
therefore, it did not. You. will put me 
without doubt to the Proof of the An- 
tecedent, and with Reaſon ;: for till that 
be eſtabliſh'd, Nothing can be conclu- 
ded : But then the fame talk lies on your 
Hands, and till you have evinc'd that 
as poſſible for the World to exift of it 
elf ab: Aten, Your Concluſion mult lie 
dormagt. % Har Diggs! 


To the thitd L anſwer: to ꝓronounce 

- # great Pride or- a ſuperiative Igno- 
Tance : You cannot judge allen Spring: 
are uſeful in a Watch, which are fuper- 
fluous,unleſs you-comprehend the Frame 
of xhat artificial Fabrick:z and We 
„ e og; Boe that fack 
a Wheel was needleſs, becauſe you did 
not ——— Office. Lg 4-4 
is à curious Engine compos' d of Ten. 
Millions of ſteret Spri „ do vou 
know the Nature of each! If you do, 
at, pray diſſect them, and expoſe the Ana- 
tomy to our Contemplation ? If by do, 

nit yen: are unfit' to fit on the Bench; your 
Sentence is both raſh and erroneous, and 

you deſerve to ſtand at the Bar for ha- 
LS ving diſgrac'd the Tribunal. You: muſt 
9 remember this Axiom of St. Thomas, 
perfecta Bonitas in nebus creatis, non inve- 
| niretur, niſi efſet ordo Bonitatis, the Per- 
| fection of Creatures would be defective, 
| if there were no Degrees, no Order of 


"4 


Perfection : We ſhould tarniſh the Luſtre 
"8 and impair the Beauty of the Uuiverſe, 
3 if we diminiſn'd the Multitude, or tem- 
2 per'd the Diſproportion of ſo man 

Things, that by a moſt admirable Dif- 
| ſention, and a moſt concording 00; 
| | cor 


A Gentliman-infloutted, $ci- 42g 


.as'that-u | wo not 

ing able to copy out the charming N- 
tures of Helen, hid them together with 
his Ignorance under an embroidered 


Manteau, and fo inſtead of a fair Wo- 
Dra- 


man drew Nothing, but 
pery- No Creature is ſhperfluous, 


that can prochaim its great Maſter's 
Glory, and Majeſty z this is a noble 


Employment, worthy of the Seraphins, 
yet — above the Capacity of Vier 
and Spiders. Vile Inſects are quickn 

by the Almighty, and nothing but an 
Omnipotent Hand can Frame e : The 
Power of your Alexander's and Cefſar's, 
was never able to breath Life into a 
Worm: The one pillag'd the Eft in- 
deed, and welter'd in Blood: and Slaugh- 
f | ter of Innocents; the other like 4 Tem- 
ce peſt ſwept all the Veſt before him; yet 
e, after they had butcher'd a Million of 
Men, they were not able to give Life 
) to a Caterpillar: Beſides, how dare you 
term theſe Creatures idle, of whom 
5 God makes uſe to confound the _ 
* © 
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it 424 AGeptieman inſtructed, &c. 
ce Atheiſts, and to read continual Leſ 
ſons of Humility to all Men. Theſe 
Gentlemen are incredulous, becauſe they 
over+rate- their Parts; they ſuppoſe, if 
8 there were a God, prone TOY 
"| would make ſtrange! Diſcoveries, and 
becauſe the Majeſty of a Deity dazles 
their battiſh Eye - Sight, they rather chuſe 
to plunge into Infidelity, than to ac- 
knowledge their Ignorance: To cure 
this inſolent Frenzy, God has flung 
theſe puny Creatures in your Way; 
he bids you examin the fine Contex+ 
ture of each Part if you can, the Uſe 
of every Muskle, the Nature of 'their 
Souls, and of all thoſe hidden Springs; 
that cauſe. Life and Motion; and when 
you have learnt this A, B, C, it will be 
time enough to aſcend to more ſublime 
. Contemplation. Now Sir, neither you, 
nor the greateſt Philoſopher that ever 
breath'd, can give a tolerable Account 
of the moſt deſpicable Inſect: You know 
neither its Nature, nor half its Pro- 
prieties: Lou are as ill infornyd- of its 
Cauſes, as of its Effects; and the va» 
rious Syſtems of Generation, and Cor- 
ruption are but ſo many Demoaſtrati- 
ons of God's Power and Man's Weakneſs 
So that God lays before you theſe: Vermin 
2 4 as 
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A Gentleman inſtructed, $6. 423 
as a Remedy againſt Pride, and What 
is more, againſt Atheiſm : He blunts thoſe 

Darts you level againſt him by inter- 
poſing Flies and Lice; he diſarms your 
Infolence, and ſtrikes out of your Hands 
thoſE Arguments yon imploy againſt: 
him. T cannot (ſay you ) comprehend. 
God; an infinite Being paſſes my Con- 
ception; therefore there is 1o fuch Thing : 
You. might as well infer, thas all yon 
ſee, is nothing but a Scene of Fallacy: 
and Illuſion; that you, and l, ate meer 
Fantaſms, and Spectres, the Product of 
Imagination; for there is not one ſingle 
Thing in the whole Maſs of Creation, 
you comprehend. Tour Underſtanding 
falls under the Weight of a Straw, yon 
cannot tell whether it has Parts, or no 
Parts before the Diviſion ; you know 
neither the Nature of a Stone, nor the 
Properties of a Worm; you are a Stan- 
ger even in your own" Houſe ro — | 
Think, Speak and Move; Thoughts, 
Speech, e 0 you ; we 
have Aſſurance indeed, there is ſuck 
Things, but if we preſs the Inquiry a 
httle farther, we muſt expect ſmall Satis 
faction. What Man (who finds: hig 
Underſtanding: pod by ſuch ordinary 
and trivial. Inſtances, who: flags A 
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426 4 Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 
the Conſideration of almoſt Nothing) 
= be ſo bold, 1 at the ſame time 
o fooliſh; as to queſtion God's Exi- 
ſtence, becauſe he cannot comprehend it ? 
Nom, tho all thoſe Things you are 
pleas'd to call idle, had no other End, 
but to gravel the great Pretenders to 
Omniſcience to confound their Pride, 
and to heal their unreaſonable Incredu- 
lity by Induction, they would render 
very good Service both to their deluded 
— Creatures, and to their omnipotent 
Creator. | 
- Beſides, we have 2 particular Ten- 
derneſs, as well as value of our Bo- 
dies; we rack our Thoughts, and even 
torment our Conſciences to pleaſe em; 
they muſt be pamper'd at. the 
of our Souls, tho? they burn for the 


4G 


Debauch I. To cure rhis . 


Tranſp applies a 
bur agn Remedy: He ſhews us, 
what; our idelizid Bodies are hy the bit, 
fection of Lier, Worm: and | Toads they 
produce : And oftentimes this humbling 
Spectacle of Mortality, frights us more 
effeQually: to our Duty, than the Pro- 
Bre of the tormenting Inſtruments or 
| a Darkneß and De- 
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whine away” at a Females Feet their 
Happineſs, Money and Souls too, but 
ſeriouſly conſider, that the Object of 
their Worſhip muſt once become Food 
to thoſe vile Creatures you both con- 
temn. and abhor; that thoſe Byes they 
admire to Adoration, wilt once ſet in 
Duſt, and be drown'd in putrefaction; 
that thoſe Cheeks (that Frenzy ſtiles 
the Seat of the Graces) will be tranſ- 
ford, not only into the Throne, but 

eren into the Nature of Toads, Worms 
and Serpents; did they (I ſay) but con- 
ſider theſe obvious, but moving Truths, 

they would remove their Affections to 
more noble Objects, and then łhey wou d 
1 is more uſeful thats — 1 

magin d. 

Again, all theſe chene have — 
uſeful Properties we know, and more 
we know not: Lice, Snails and Worms 
are Remettics for fome Diſeaſes, and I 
have been acquainted” with theft who. 
admir'd a Ragout of Maggots- If Foads 
and Vipers are poiſonons, they alſd af. 
ford Antidotes againſt Poifon ; and if 
ſometimes they Kiſh, t they as often Save. 
A Soupe of: Vipers is 4 Nedicine both 
modiſh, and wholſdme; it ſweetens the 


Blood, "and inſpirirs it. Certainly ro 


428 A Gentleman iuſtructed, &c. 
endow'd with ſuch excellent Qualities, 
are neither ſuperflous nor idle: No, 
no! They both benefit the World, and 
adorn it. Deus, ſays St. Auſtin. Lib. 11. 
de Civ. Cap. 22. ita artifex magnus in mag- 
nis eſt, ut minor non fit in parvis, que 
parva non ſua granditate quæ nulla eſt, ſed 
artificis ſapientia metienda eſt, God is ſo 
great a Workman in great Things, that 
he is not leſs in ſmall ones; they are 
not to be meaſur'd by their. Greatneſs, 
becauſe they have none, but by the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of the Artiſt. 44 4b 
In fine, Sir, to conclude with William 
Biſhop of Paris, Naſcitur eranea cum le- 
ge, libro & Lucerna, God has inſtructed 
all Creatures in every Point of their 
Duty : The very Spider brings into the 


World its Rules, Book and Torch, and 


knows its Leſſon ſo ſoon as 'sis able 
to learn it. At the firſt Signal of the 
Omnipotent, they all fall to Work: The 
Bee makes innocent Inroads upon Flow- 
ers, the Silk-Worm ſpins out its own 
Entrails, and weaves royal Robes. for 
Princes, the Fiſh ſport in the Waters, 
the Beaſts of Service expect the Com- 
mands of their Maſters , and all 
Seqds, tho' dead, give Life to Trees, 
which: baing.-Men. both Pleaſure an 
PoE. ER. 


* 
* 


JJ c 


E 


4 Gentlemas inſtructed, &c. 429 


Profit. Nothing is idle; nothing re- 
fractory i in the World, but Men, who 
abuſe their Liberty to their Shame, and 


miſpend the precious Moments of their 


Lives to their eternal iin. 
From the Superfmity of Inſects Wa 
ſtep over to their Vileneſs, and _— 


if the firſt Fault were prov'd home, I 
would ſay guilty to the other. For 
certainly a Thing too inconſiderable to 


fill any Office 1 in the vaſt Empire of the 
Univevſe, muſt be meanly provided with 
Abilities. 1 ſuppoſe, Sir, ydur Appre- 
henſion takes the juſt Meaſure of Things, 
that it never over - flouriſhes Objects, 
but agrees exactly with theo Pattern: 
Vour judgment is quar d by the Mo- 
del in the Appreheaſion; and-if this be 


exact, that cannot well be miſtaken: 
Now 1 have heard Gold ſhines very 


zloriouſly on your Head, and that you 
fancy Diamends ſparkle more in your 
Cabinet, than in that of the great A4 
gul: Theſe Things yon judge neither 
below your Care, nor your Eſteem; and 
mould I venture to call em a baſe 
Lumber, vile Minerals, or childiſh Trifies, 
you - would. ſuſpe&i my Prudence: Yet all 
the Diamonds of the Golcwr diun mines, 
all the Oar of Peteſi falls rel phe 

er- 
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Perfection of the vileſt Animal. Gold 
may ſhine, but cannot breath; Dia - 
monds may glitter, but cannot move; 
an lnſect crawks in a more elevated 
Sphere; it lives, and this ſole Prero- 
gative is above the Reach and — 
Ty of Mettal; indeed theſe things are 
hand ſomly varniftd'; - and *tis the co- 
Jour alone, that juſtifies your Eſteem; 
and makes ſome Attonement for your 
Dotage. If therefore, you have not quite 
Forſaken Reaſon, either — Gold or 
Jewels lefs, or Inſects more; if thoſe 
are 9 — muſt think of a new Word 
to the Baſeneſs of the other. 

: if cannot diſmis this Argument, till 
Phave drought the Epicurean Part of it 
to examen. Tis below the Majeſty -of 
"God (you Tay) to extend his Care to 
to the Direction, and Conſervation of 
-fach deſpicable Creatures; and then ve- 
ry philoſophically you infer he does not; 
Hut becauſe this does not ſerve your 
hy you advance a Step, and tell 0g 
| may as well come into the World 
mit his Help, as continue without 


© Tour r Argument is built on a falſe: Hh 

gotbeſr there is no Creature defpicabl 

in the 2 Univerſe but i 
[4 


* 


Atheiſt who thinks 5, a * Ari 
ſtotle, who ſaw as far into as any 


Nature, 
3 Libertines. 5b. 1. de Partu Ami- 
mal. cap. 5. Viliorum auimalium rationem pro- 


9 puerili Faſtidio ſpreviſſe 15 


— — eft,cuns nulla ſit 
non mr 
ht the Oeron and — of 
4 emperfett we ery is childzſh.; ſeeing 
there is — uin Nature ſo minute, and 
inconſideralile, that bas not form: —_ 
worthy of Admiratio. The Vileneſß of 
the moſt abject Worm conſiſts not in 
the Perfection it poſſeſſes; but in thofe 
it wants: Tis relatively ſo; and in 
this Senſe, every limited Being is ſaper- 
lativeiy vile, if compar'd with the bound- 
leſs: Perfe&ions of the Creator: But af 
we conſider them in themſeixes, 
participate ſome faint 'R of Divine 
Perfections; they are the Effects of his 
Power, and Objects of his Love, for had 
their Natures no Similitude with the 
Perfections of God, he couid not have 
produc'd them; and did he not love 
them, he would not: Now to make them 
worthy both of his Power, and Love, and 
not of his Care, is ridiculods and im- 
pious. Indeed did ve traveſty God into 
2 Shepherd (as the Poets did mas 
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did we fuppoſe he left his Godhead in 
Heaven, to feed Flocks on Earth, or 
that he took up his Habitation with 
Piſmires, or lodg'd in Dungzhills with 
Worms, your Objection would appear 
reaſonable; but we muſt caſt off theſe 
Anthropomorphite Principles. To act 
on Earth, he needs not abandon Hea- 
ven; nor diſpatch Courriers to inti- 
mate his Orders, or Deputies to exe- 
cute them; he is as neceſſarily in all 
Places, as in all Times: He created all 
Things without Labour, and conſerves 
them without Solicitude. The Manag- 
ment of the World neither takes one 
Grain from his Happineſs, nor adds one; 
he is as much at Leifure ſince its Cre- 
ation, as before; and tho' he be with- 
out Emberras, he is never idle. Beſides, 
tho? we cannot dabble in Pitch with- 
out being defil'd, that Aphorifm of the 
Wiſe Man concerns not him; he ſhines 
in Mire, glitters in Dirt, and like the 
Sun guilds corrupted; Caraſſes, without 
being tainted or ſullied. 1 therefore 
conclude your Philoſophy is of the ſame 
Peice with your Divinity; and both are 
dran from the Original of Epicures: They 
are too fooliſn, methinks, to trepan a wiſe 
Man, andtoo blaſphemous to engage 
L : an, 


* 
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Man, and indeed 1 am half perſwaded 
you at-his-Syſtem in- your Heart, 

tho' you applaud it in publick; and 
would eaſily deſert bis Beliet if you. 
could enjoy (without Remorſe) the Be- 
nefit of condeſcending Moralities. 

Theo. Come Sir, you have harangu'd 
enough upon this Subject: Methinks 
the Chamber begins to ſmell, of Ver- 
min, we have been upon an uncleanly 
Topick, to diſcourſe of Worms, Toads 
and Maggots looks like treading Eels 
out of Mud; they are unphiloſophical 
Employments, and we will commit the 
farther Diſcuſſion , of the Point to a 
Committee of 'G old-Finders, or a_ Club 
of Rake- Kennel. r 
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DIALOGUE XXL 
f. The palpable Abs 


Fhe ſeventh 7 pable 
ſurdities whit follow from 30 God, 


demonſtrate there is ont. 


Euſeb. T Omit many other Arguments, 
Leere 
a God; in this Number we may place 
Miracles, and Prophecies. If ever there 
were a Miracle, all the Atheiſts fine 
Hypotheſiſes fall to the Ground, all 
Leaves in Windſor Foreſt will not be 
able to hide the Folly of his Incredu- 
lity ; for if ever a dead Man has been 
brought back to Life, it muſt haye been 
done by a Power above the Energy of 
natural Cauſes: To revive a dead Man, 
is as hard, as to infuſe Life into Mar- 
ble, and 1 think all the Abilities of Na- 
ture can never reach this Operation. 
Now that ſach Miracles have been 
.wrought in the World, may be made out 
as plain Evidence, as the Nature of 
= _. :-paſt Matters of Fact require, i. e. by 
= © unqueſtionable Authority, and more can 
Reither ratiogally be expected nor deſir'd. 


Agaln, 
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e 


1 


Can 


Again, to foretel Things that depend 
meerly upon the Exerciſe of our free 
Will, is a manifeſt Argument of a God, 
for an Underſtanding that can foreſee 
what will 3 by the ſame per- 
ſpicacity maſt know what has happen'd, 
and 4 fortiore, whatever does actually 
happen, and by Conſe , whatever 
known, now ſuch a vaſt Extent 
of knowledge can only ſuit with a Being 
infinitely perfect, at leaſt far ſuperiour 
to Man: For as Pindar takes Notice, 
ad futura cecutiunt mentes humane, Future 
Events lie out of the Sphere of human 
Underſtandings : We ſee nothing but 
Obſcurity and Darkneſs before us; we 
cannot tell what Changes, what Revo- 
lations of Defigns may be made in our 
Breaſts before to Morrow; much leſs 
what other Men will ſay or do, a hun- 
dred Years hence. Whence the Latins 
call Foretelling of Things Divjnario 
as if it was the pecu 


e peculiar Priviledge of 
the Divinity: And the Prophet Jay 
bids the Gods of the Heathens prove 
their Title to Worſhip by Prophecy. 
Enunciate que ventura ſunt in fufurum & 
ſeiemus quis Dij eſtis vos. 8 
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Now it is clear beyond Diſpute, that 


Men have foretold Future Events with 


all their Circumſtances; which they could 
not do, by the Force of human Wit or 
Induſtry: There fore, they receiv'd the 
Faculty from another who can dive into 
Futurities, and diſcover all the Wind- 


ings and Maanders of the Hearts of 


Men to come, as well as of thoſe who 
are, and have been. I will call out two 
er three Prophecies of a hundred which 
may be found in our Scripture, and de- 
fire you to ſpend a cool and impartial 
Thought upon them. 3. Keg. cap. 13. 
whilſt Jeroboam ſacrificed on an Altar 


to Baal, a Prophet cry'd out, Altare, 


Altare, hac dicit Dominus, ecce Filius naſe 
cetur domui David, Joſias Nomine, & 
immolabit ſuper te Sacerdotes excelſorum, 
qui nunc in te thura ſuccendunt, G- 772 
bominum in te incendent. This happen'd 
exactly 361 Vears after: The Prophet 
Iſay c. 41. foretels the Empire of Cyrus 
and his Name 200 Years before he was 
born. Daniel the ſubverſion ef the Chal- 
dean Monarchy, the Grandure of the 
Median, Perfian, Grecian and Raman Em- 
pires: Nay, he deſcends to particular 
Accidents, ſo that he ſeems rather to 
compile a Story of paſt, than a Pro- 

| phecy 
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of future Tranſactions; yet the Event 
runs even with his Prediction, *tis true 
to a Letter, and therefore to Admira- 
tion. Now this alone wounds Atheiſm 
mortally, and ſtabs its grand Principle 
There is no God, For this Diſcourſe is 
moſt certain, Nothing in Nature ts able 
to foreſee Things which depend meerly upon 
the free Will of Man, and will happen ſome 
Ages after + But "tis certain that Alen 
have forſeen Things, that depended on te 
free Will of Man, and did happen ſeveral 
Ages after they were foretold, therefore, 
there is an intelligent Being above Nature. 
You can only evade the Force of the 
Argument by „ the Matter of 
Fact; but when you ſtrike upon an E- 
vident Abſurdity, and muſt call in all 
Records, for there is not any Story 
in the World more authentick, than 
that of the Scripture : Now to disbe- 
lieve all Hiſtory out of Fear of being 
impos'd on, is to play the Fool with 
Caution, and to ſtretch Wearineſs into 
Stupidity. I intend not to diſcant on 
thoſe two- Proofs, nor to draw 'em up 
to their full Advantage; coufront them 
at Leiſure, with Hiſtory both ſacred and 
and profane, compare the Text with 
Events, puſh og the' Examen not: only 

| to 
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438 4 Gentleman inflruted;Ac. 
to Exactneſs, but to the Extremity of 


thing that commands Nature, and calls 


Providence to watch over the Children 
of Men, no Goodneſs to reward Virtue, 
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Criticiſm; only ſtop within the Terms 
of Reaſon, and expect no greater Evi- 
dence than Things paſt will bear: Do 
not firſt paſs Sentence and then examin 
Evidences, firſt condemn, and then in- 
quire into the Merits of the Cauſe; 
aud I am confident you will confeſs, 
Things have been both. done and fore- 
told, that come not within the Reach 
of Nature; and therefore you will be 
oblig'd to acknowledge there is ſome- 


thoſe Things (that are not) by their 
Name, as well as thoſe that are. 

Theom, I will take into Conſideration 
your Propoſals in due Time; but pray 
read us the Regiſter of Abſurdities: 
This is your preſent Task and I am im- 
patient to bear it. | 

Euſeb. 1 ſhall open my Indictment 
with an Accuſation able to make 3 
Man's Ears tingle , notwithſtanding 
your Tenets are guilty of the Impeach- 
ment. There is. no- God- {you fay) No 


no Juſtice to puniſh Vice; Hope of a 
fature Bliſs 1s but a pleaſing Imaginati- 
on, Fear of Torments but a vain Bug: 

h bear 
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bear invented by Melancholy, and im- 
proved by Cuſtom; does not this ac- 
curs'd Doctrine y the Gate to Pride, 
Arrogance, and "Tyranny ? Does it nov: 
let in upon us Perfidiouſneſs, Perjury 
and Sacriledge? Does it not invite Man- 
kind to turn off Shame, to caſhier Mo- 
deſty ? to plunge into the Mire of Laſ- 
civiouſneſs? and in ſhort, to break off 
all Commerce, all Correſpondence with 
Neighbours, Friends and Relations ? 
Now can any Thing be imagin'd more 
abſurd, than to father ſuch Horrid, ſuch 
univerſal Corruptions on the firſt, grea- 
teſt and ſupream Truth? This all A- 
theiſts do. For as the prime verity (if 
there be a God) is, There 3s 4 God, who 


rules, directs and governs the Univerſe; 


ſo if there be none, that muſt be de- 
graded, and this ſubſtitated in its Place. 
There is zo Gad who rules, directs and 

governs the Univerſe; but this Truth 
will extinguiſh Fear, and ſtifle Reve- 
rence, it lets looſe the whole Croud 
of Paſſions, and expoſes the World to 
Pillage and Rapine; for Men void of 
Fear, are void of Reſtraint, and fo fer 
up Appetite for the Standard of all 
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Secondly, it will follow, that a Falſ- 
hood, an Impoſſibility, a meer Chyme- 
ra is the Cauſe of Religion, of juſtice, 
Temperance and Modeſty; that it is 
the Foundation of Peace, Concord and 
the very Baſis, that ſupports all well 
ordered Commonwealths; for the Per- 
ſwaſion of a Deity, the Fear of his An- 
ger, and Hope of his Mercy awe Men 
more than civil Rewards or Puniſhments. 
Now is it not down right Madneſs, to 
to think that a Chymera, a meer Fi- 
ction, that has no Being, but in ſome 
deluded Brain, ſnould countenance Ver- 
tue and perſwade it? ſhould cruch Vice, 
and load it with Shame and Infamy? 
Whereas the prime Truth in the A- 
theiſts Catechiſm, There is no God, leads 
Men into all Abominations. 

Thirdly, It will follow, that Wiſdom 
ſtifles Vertue, and Error cheriſhes it ; 
for if there be no God, its Error and 
Folly to believe there is one, *tis a Piece 
of Wiſdom to ſtand up and proteſt a- 
gainſt a Forgery, ſo prejudicial to Truth, 
Reaſon and Senſuality : Its à Piece of 
Wiſdom to maintain that Truth, and 
Wiſdom are Plagues, not only to par- 
ticular Men, but even to Socieries:; 
that they drown Kingdoms in De 

of 
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of Corruption, and cut off the Bands of 
Unity, that knit the Parts together; 
that they muſt be clapt under the Hat- 
ches, and condemn'd to ' Darkneſs and 
Confinement, as Traitors to Humanity, 
and Rebels to Government: But then 
on the other Side, it follows, that Er- 
ror and Ignorance ſupport Commerce, 
maintain Tranquility, and enliven Soci- 
ety; that they are to be promoted as 
the Source and Origin of all Good, that 
they enlighten the Underſtanding, po- 
liſn the Will, and not only render Peo- 
ple wiſe, but good. 

Fourthly, That all theſe Heroes, who 
have been famous, either for Learning 
or Piety, were wretchedly miſtaken in 
a Thing of the higheſt Concern: They 
fell down before an airy Statue of God; 
forg'd in the Brain, ſtruck out of Er- 
ror, and-ſhap'd* by Viſion, Cuſtom and 
Education: Whilſt Men, unprovided 
of Wir, deſtitute of Conſcience, of pro- 
fligate Lives, and of worſe Principles, bur- 
thenſome tg their Countries, and ſeanda- 
lous to their very Species; unravel the. 
Truth, and unmask the grand Impo._ 
{ture : Before a Man can believe ſo po- 
tent an Abſurdity, he muſt turn off Rea 
von, and conclude, that the worſt of Men 
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were the-beſt; the moſt illiterate, the 
molt wiſe 5 and thoſe who have ever 
juſtly been eſteem'd Monſters, the only 
Ornaments of our Kind. 

Fifthly, that to pay Homage and O- 


bedience to God, to fear Puniſhment, 


or hope for Reward, are fooliſſi and vain 
Actions, and wholly. oppoſite to Reaſon: 
For to revere, worſhip and tremble at 
at a Chymera, is both childiſh: and ri- 
diculous. Its unreaſonable. and impious 
in the Bargain: If therefore lits. 
on the ſame. Level with an Impoſſibility, 
if he has no other Being, than what a. 
deluded Underſtanding is pleaſed to 
give him, he. is. no more to be valued; 


than all thoſe impoſſible. Combinations, 


that are ſpawn'd by Fancy, and.'crawl- 
in the Imagination. | 
Sixthly, That Impiety, Saeriledge and 
Blaſphemy, are laudible Actions, and 
agreeable to the moſt inviolable Dictates 
of Reaſon, For if there be no God, all 
the Actions. that: fly. in his. Face, that 
attack his Imaginary, and vſurp'd Gran- 
dure are good: Firſt, Becauſe they are 
publick Proteſtations of a Truth. viz. 
That there is a God. And ſecondly, Be- 
cauſe they are efficacious Means to diſ- 


abuſe Mankind, and to withdraw it 
| from 


— — — —— 


from the erroneous Perſwaſions of a De- 
ity and Providence. Pray Sir, tell me. 
are not theſe moſt diſmal Conſequences ? 
Are they not able to chill-the Blood ? 
and to caſt Humanity into Convulſions? 
They cannot be thought on without 
Horror, nor believ'd without Fury. Had 
La Hand in the Government, or any 
Power with the Commons? I would 
bring all the Abbetters of thoſe lewd 
Tenets within the Statutes of Treaſon: -. 
They tend directly to the Subverſion 
of Order and Diſcipline. When, Men 
believe ſo looſe Principles, their Acti- 
ons cannot be regular. Nothing but 
Want of Occaſions to be Villains can 
plead for their Honeſty : Impotence alone 
the Guard of their Innocence, and of 
their. Neighbour's Safety. | 
Them. You are ſmart upon Atheiſts, 
and methinks intend to hector them 
into Religion, rather than convince-- 
them. But, Sir, a little Reaſon goes far- 
ther than much Satyr, they are Men of 
Mettle, and dave look a Rodomantade 
in the Face: They. will not be frigh- 
ted out of their Opinion with Buckrom 
Invective. 
Euſeb. Did vou ſee a Raſcal ready to 
ſet Fire: to your Houſe; or a Bravo 
ma- 
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making at your Breaſt with a drawn 
Sword: In ſuch Exigences you would 
lay aſide Formality and Ceremony. And 
L ſuppoſe ſuch extraordinary Circum- 
ſtances would eaſily juſtify a little Smart - 
neſs. This is our. preſent Caſe. By de- 
nying a Deity, you pull up all Reſtraint, 
you let looſe the whole Kennel of Vi- 
ces, and hollow in Pride, Rapine and 
Cruelty to worry us; you do not only. 
lop off the Branches of Subordination, 
and. Government, but tear them up by 
the Roots, and undermine” the very 
Foundation of Society: We cannot car- 
ry on any Commerce, nor live in any 
Corporation, without truſting. ſometimes . 
aur Neighbour :_ For it is impoſſible to 
make all Matters ſo ſure, as to leave 
nething to Honeſty. and Honour. Truſt 
is the Ground, the Baſis and firſt Prin- 


ciple of Commerce, without this, we 


muſt ſtand at a Defiance with all the 
World, and place Security in our Power 
alone. Now if there be no ſuperiour to 
awe. us, no Principle within us that 
points out Good and Evil, its abſurd 
and fooliſh to truſt any Man; for there 
is no Ground. for ſuch a Confidence in. 
your. Hypotheſis; nothing, that can per- 

| | ſwade. 
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ſwade a Man to facrifice his Intereſt to 


Truth and Juſtice. —__. Ob 

For if there be no God, Man is his 
own Law, and therefore, can offend no 
Body but himfelf;-nay, nor can he of- 
fend himſelf; for if he be ſupreme, what- 
ever he does is right; Let him con- 
trive Plots againſt Church and State; 
let him worry the Innocent, or prey 
upon the Poor, he remains loyal tho? 
plung'd in Treaſons; ſpotleſs tho? dipt 
in Blood; and without Sin; tho? loaded 
with Crimes. Now ſueh Doctrine muſt 
of Neceſſity unhinge Society, and turn 
Kingdoms into Heaps of Rubbiſh, and 
Piles of Confuſion ; for it withdraws all 


thoſe Props that ſuſtain Obedience, 


and break thoſe Bands that cement U- 
nity. A. Man muſt be made of Ice not 
to expreſs ſome Concern at the Ap- 
proach of ſo threatning a Danger. 
Theom. Of what Danger ?- 
Euſeb. Of our Lives and Fortunes; 
for nothing can ſecure them but the 
impotence of ' Atheiſts. We are out- 
law'd by your Principles already; and 
ſhould quickly be clapp'd on the Gal- 
lows did your Power correſpond with 
your Intentions, at leaſt to your Max- 
ims. But-your Forces are diſpers'd ; they 
are 


4% 4 Gentleman inſirattte, bee; 
are cantonnd in Taverns and baudy 
Houſes, and its hard to draw them in- 
to a Body; ſo that the Government 
ſtands becauſe you want ene to over- 
turn it: We enjoy Liberty becauſe you 
cannot enſlave us; and our Eſtates, be- 
cauſe you dare not invade them. 
 Theom. Theſe are reflecting Hints and 
rather plead for Incivility than a God, 
I had rather connive at the Affront, 
than revenge it; and attribute it rather 
to Heat than Advertance. 

Euſeb. Under Favour, Sir, tho* your 
Tenets raiſe my Indignation, I think 
they deſerve it ; yet Paſſion has not dim'd 
my Underſtanding: I ſpeak with Re- 
flection; and if my Diſcourſe diſpleaſe 
you thank your Principles for the Mor- 
tification. I ſay again, if there be no 
God, Man. has no Superiour, if he has 
no Superiour, he can be ſubject to no 

Law; he can neither do well, nor ill; 
for Good and Evil are relative Denomi- 
nations, and ſuppoſe a Law, that pro- 
bibits the one, and either commands or 
counſels the other; if he can do no ill, 
and is perſwaded of this impeccable 
Prerogative, why ſhall he not glut his 

Ambition with Treaſons, and Murders? 

His Avarice. with Rapins? And. 2 

| R- 
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Incontinence with bis Proſtitutions? 
Theſe Actions ſit very eaſy on Con- 
ſeience; they ſpawa on Senſe, and charm 
| Nature; nay, according to your grand 
F Maxim, they deſerxe the Name 

F tues, as well as Obedience N 
Chaſtity, and are more caſily practis d 
\ than forborn: Indeed tho? you be nei- 
5 ther under the Reſtraint of natural Laws 
„ 

J 


Ver- 
Juſtioe or 


nor divine; Civil Laws may fright you 
ſometimes from the Practice; for A- 
theiſts of all Men dote on their Skin, 
5 they love not to make a publick intra- 
3 do into Old- Baily, nor to be carted in 
4 Ceremony to Hide-Parł Corner. But then 
* what Government can be ſecure, when 
8 ſubjects obey meerly for want of an Op- 


— portunity to rebel? And are only in- 

0 nocent, when Intereſt forbids them 

18 be guilty? 1 
0 Theom. This is an odious Subject, pray 
5 let us Step over it; I.am afraid you 
ü- will turn Evidence, if Paſſion carries you 

0- a little farther, and I may he put to 
or the Exigence of ſolving Difficulties at 
i, the Bar. I will now return an Anſwer 
le to your maſt material Objection. You: 


15 ſay if there be no God, that Jaſtice, 
s? Temperance, Modeſty and Obedience 
low from a meer Chymera; that * 
| m- 
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Impoſture and Falſhood ſupport Socie- 


— 


ty; this you ſtorm' at, and throw it 
among the firſt Claſs of Abſurdities: 
But pray reflect, that Ignorance and Po- 


licy at Rome and Athens ſet up a Mul- 


tiplicity of Gods, they carv'd Idols of 


all ſizes, and of all Creatures; they 


perfwaded the vulgar, that their mute 
Statues puniſh'd Vice, and rewarded Ver- 
tue. This Impoſture cheated many in- 
to Juſtice, Chaſtity and Obedience. You 
cannot deny: but Deiſts were imaginary, 
that they were as void of Senſe, as of 
Reaſon, and was ſo far from being able 
either to protect their Proſelytes, or 
chaſtiſe their Enemies, that they could 
not defend themſelves. Infine, Sir, they 
were Nothing, yet theſe Nothing, 
theſe Chymeras ſcard People into their 
Duty, and aw'd 'em into Heroick Flights 
of Morality. If the Perſwaſion of a God 
(tho' there be no ſuch JThing) works 
the ſame Effects; where Lies the Ab- 
ſardity ? If Falſhood, two thouſand Years 
ago, gull'd People into Submiſſion, and 
wheedled them into Vertue, it may play 
over again the ſame-Game in our Ape; 
we are liable to Ignorance, as well as 


the Athenians or Romans, and what 


either quicken'd. their Hopes, or enli- 
ven'd. 


Ow 
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ven'd their Fears, may make Impreſſion 
upon ours. | | 

Euſeb. I confeſs that the Perſwaſion 
of the ancient Pagans was erroneous, 
and falſe in particular, but not in ge- 
neral :They acknowledy'd' a Deity who 
look'd into human Affairs, and who 
could once exact a ſtri>t Account of 
their moſt minute Actions; fo far they 
were right, but then when they ap- 
plied this Notion of a God to Stocks 
or Stones, to wicked Men or accurſed 
Demons, they deviated from Truth: The 
Principle therefore of theſe Men was 
true,. viz. A God : But the Application 


of it to Jupiter, Aars or Venus was er- 


roneous; for theſe were Perſons of moſt 
profligate Morals : The firſt, an Adul- 
terer, the ſecond, a Murtherer, and the 
third, a moſt impudent Harlot. So that 
neither the Attributes of a Divinity, 
nor the Managment of the World, nor 
the Vengeance of ill Actions, nor the 
Reward of good ones belong'd to them. 
Now when Men abſtain'd from Immo- 
rality out of Fear of offending God; 
or practis d Vertue out of Deſire to 

pleaſe him, they were not mov'd by this 
Perſwaſion, that there was a ſapream 
Being, who hated HI and lov'd mm 
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and would puniſh that and reward this, 
which univerſal Perſwaſion is molt true, 
and Vertue that ſtands on this Prin- 
ciple, has no Chymers to ſupport it: 
Indeed they clapt the Divinity on Men, 
inveſted Devils with its great Prerogae 
tives, and worſhip'd thoſe Gods of their 
own Inſtitution ; and ſo blundered about 
the particular Subje&- of Adoration, 
notwithſtanding they retain'd the Nos 
tion of a Deity able to chaſtiſe the 
Wicked, and fo had a kind of true Foun- 
dation of political and moral Vertue: 
But if there be no God, or if he mews 
himſelf up in Heaven, without entering 
into our Concerns, the very Foundation 
of all Brobity, all Subordination is falſe 
and ficticions, and by Confequence all: 
Truſt, Commerce, Piety. and Society 
are ſuſtaigd by Impoſture and Forge- 
ry, Which is an Opinion ſo unkind to 
aur very Nature, and fo irrational; that 
no Man Can abet it without Folly and 

Madneſs. | 
A Gentleman of the Company. inter- 
rupting Euſebivs, Sir, {aid he, L conteſs 
vonr Arguments haye Force; they are 
Rational, and a Man myſt be very hard 
to. pleaſe that will not reliſn them. But 
unleſß our Souls are. immortal, 1 
dea- 


— 
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Being, all our Hopes and Fears are at 
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Reaſon have Men either to love his 
Goodneſs, or to fear his Severity? His 
Bleſſing muſt ſtop with our Breath, and 
his Curſes cannot overtake us in Eter- 
nity: For if Death robs us of. Life and 


a Stand : They diſappear with our laft 
Sigh, and vaniſh into Nothing. So that 
the Doctrine of a God is not ſufficient 
alone to reform Mankind, and all Re- 
ligion may be regarded as uſeleſs, or 


flung among the Ceremonies z Divines- 


term Dzophora, for if my Soul be mortal, 
future Rewards are impofſible, as well 
as Torments : Why. then ſhould I court 
Vertue at the Expence of preſent Sa- 
tisfaction? Or withſtand Appetite with 
the Forfeiture of Pleafure ? Why ſhould. 
E bridle Luſt, or preſcribe Bouuds to 
my Ambition ? If neither Continence be 
regarded, nor Pride humbled ? For my 
Part I own ingeniouſly, I-ſhall make the 
beſt Uſe of Time, till I am ſure there 
is an Eternity. I ſhall trim up my Houſe 
of Clay: And lay out my Stock 
on Reparations: My Paſſions ſhall live 
at * and range withot Con- 
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If my Arguments convince you, that 
there is a God (replied Enſebius) You 
cannot queſtion the Immortality of the 
Soul. God and the Immortality of the 
Soul, are Corelatives, and whatever 

Proof makes for the one eſtabliſhes the 
other, for as I hinted above. If there 
be a God, he is jaft, and therefore crowns 
Vertue, and revenges Vice: Now. it is 
evident, that the juſt oftentimes in this 
Life receive no Reward; and the Impi- 
ous no Puniſhment, therefore they muft 
receive it in the next, ; therefore, our 
Souls muſt not die with our Bodies; 
therefore, they are Immortal. Again, if 
our Souls are immortal, there is a God. 
For ſuppoſing this noble Prerogative 
which way did the Soul come by it, but 
by the Goodneſs and Power of an in- 
finite Agent? It can neither be the Ef- 
fect of Matter, nor Motion; theſe Things 
are below the Level of a Spirit, they 
have neither Life nor Knowledge, how 
can they infuſe into another thoſe Per- 
ſections, that are Strangers to themſelves? 
Did our Souls ſteal a: Being from all 
Eternity? Where were they before they 
enter'd our Bodies? Who ordered my 
Soul to take Poſſeſſion of my Body ra- 

aher than of another? Or where — it 
over 
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hover before it found the Settlement? 
1 ſuppoſe e Metempſicoſis is 
grown out of Faſhion in Furepe, ve ſend 
Souls no more on Expeditions of Knight- 
Errantry; they ſcorn to take up with 
Swine, or to lodge with Camels and 
Elephants. If therefore they are immor- | 
tal Spirits, - you- cannot- avoid a Crea- 
tor; neither Hazard, Motion or Mat- 
ter can give us a good Account of their 
Origin. N. 2 108 371 4 2 1 
Euſebius deſir'd another Meeting the 
next Day, to put an End to the Con- 
ference. One Seſſion, ſaid he, addreſſing 
himſelf to the Company, will compleat 
the Work: And I deſire your Preſence, 
I will only draw up in. ſhort the cum 
of our Diſpute, that you may at one 
View ſee the ſtrength of my Proofs, 
and the Weakneſs of my Adverſaries: 
And then, Theomachus, if (in ſpite of 
Light).you .reſolve to remain in Dark- 
neſs (after I have detected your Errors) 
I'll pity" your Obſtinacy. The Com- 
uy accepted. of the Appointment, and 
ſo broke up. But Theomachus, after 
mature . Deliberation, thought beſt to 
wave the Interview ; he had been too 
often foil'd to venture another Puſh : 
Beſides he perceiv'd that ſome of the 


Gen- 
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tlemen began to waver: The Reaſons 
of Euſebius had done Execution; altho? 
indeed none had declar'd for Religion, 
many approv'd it; fo that. he fear'd 
another Conference, with a ſhort Ex- 
hortation might deratch ſort, and weak - 
en his Party. And if the Succeſs of the 
Controverſy ſhoald be put to Vote, he 
foreſaw nothing but Shame for himſelf, 
and Victory for his Antagoniſt : But the 
Matter being not determin'd (ſaid he 
to one of his Intimates like thoſe who 
have a ſuit depending, we may both 

retend Right, and So we fhall part 

takes. But to withdraw handſomly, he 
ſent Euſebius this Letter. 


SIR, | 

Am ſorry Neceſſity has fore d me W diſ- 
appoint you to Morrow; att unforeſeen 
Hair requires my Abſence from Town ; tis 
both impertant and preſſing, ſo that I cannot 
retarde my Departure one Day without great 
Prejudice to my Concerns, and Danger td 
a - Relation. I therefore diſengage my Word, 
and preſume you will excuſe and pardon my 
Incivility: When I have rid my Hands of 
thus troubleſome accident, 


Lou may command, S1 X, 
Yours. 
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Euſebius read the true Deſign of The- 
amachus under his falſe — and 
eaſily perceiv d he retird to avoid both 
Conviction and Comfuſion, and indeed it's 
hard to determine which he dreaded 
moſt. For he was jealous of his Ho- 
nour to Phrenzy, and obſtinate in In- 
fidelity to Madneſs. Notwithſtanding 
Euſebius next Morning met the other 
Gentlemen at the Rendezvous, who were 
concerned at the ſudden Retreat of their 
Hero, yet ſome exctsd, tho' others 
blam d him. ZEZuſebius addreſſin mimſelf 


to the Company, We to this Par- 
poſe. 
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The 0 n of the 
Conference. | 3 


| 3 


WV meet to Day, to Gniſh the Diſ- 
ute; and I thought the Con- 


—_— alſo, but the unexpected Re- 
treat, (I would ſay Flight) of Theoma- 
chus has baffl'd my Hopes. Had he not 
ſuſpected the Juſtice o his Cauſe, why 
did he ſo ſhamefully deſert it? I had 
no Deſign on his | Kenny but on his 
Impiety. I ſhould have diſclaim'd the 
Glory of Conqueſt, had he but acknow- 
ledg'd his Defeat, and abjur'd an Er- 
ror, that will at laſt ruin him, and 
thoſe who inconſiderately abet it. Nay, 
an humble Confeſſion of the Truth 
had fecur'd his Reputation from Oblo- 
quy ; the Blemifh had fallen on the Cauſe, 
not on, his Wit ; but the Glory of Sub- 
miſſion to the Truth had ow wholly 
imputed to his Candour and the Since. 
rity of his Tem _ People had thrown 
the Reproach of Atheiſm, rather on the 


Miſinformation of his A 
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than on the Perverſnefs of his Will, ſs 
that he could only fear to beeſteem'd more 
unfortunate than criminal: But this un- 
gentile Flight lays him open to the 
Severity of Cenſure, and all underſtand- 
ing Men muſt neceſlarily. conclude, he 
wanted Abilities to defend a bad Cauſe, 
and Conſcience to diſown it. But PII 
leave him to himſelf, and where can 
he be more uneaſy, than in his own 
Company? Tho? he be without a God, 
he is not without Fear, and who can 
ſleep ſecure. that harbours ſuch a Fu- 
ry? Atheiſts (like the China Manda- 
rins) are waited on by Hangmen, that 
puniſh their own Delinquencies ; They 
can never avoid the Arreſt and Exe- 
cution of their Conſciences, tho* they 
make a Sport of God, and a Diverſion 
of Crimes in publick, they are more ſe- 
rious in private; which is a 'fhrew'd 
Sign their Atheiſm is imaginary, tho? 
their Impiety be real. A Gd or no God 
Gentlemen is an important Queſtion; 
and thoſe who incline to the Negative, 
would do well to examin it with Care, 
with Study, with Coolneſs, and Impar- 
tiality, before they come to a final Re- 
ſolution. When the Athenians heard of 
the Death of * Enemy 17 

| 7 
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lip the Macedonian, they were preſently 
for manifeſting their Joy by ſome pub- 
lick Scene of Jolity : But a Fellow a- 
mong the Crowd bid em firſt be ſure he 
was Dead, leaſt one Day they wight find 
him alive by the Severity of his Res» 
venge. The Atheiſts of all Men ſhould 
follow this wholſome,this prudent Advice; 
and nothing but a ſtrict Demonſtration 
can ſecure him: For all the plauſible So- 

hiſms in the World will never reſcue 
kim from Danger; nor by conſequence 
his Election from Folly: For ſo long as 
he is not demonſtratively ſecure, there 
is no Deity; for any thing he knows 
there is one; and if there he will 
certainly feel the Exiſtence of that 
dreadful Majeſty he deny'd, by the Ri- 
gour of his Juſtice : It's therefore our 
Intereſt to believe there is a God; and 
to ſquare our Actions by this Be- 
lief; for we can be no looſers by Cre- 
dulity ; but may be undone eternally by 
Infidelity : Indeed the Atheiſt is ſenſible 
enough his Caſe is deſperate, if there 
be a God, and if one may believe him, 
wiſhes nothing more, than that it were 
in his Power to credit his Being : But 
(ſays he) this is the proper Work of 
Demonſtration : Evidence alone 1 
the 
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the judgment of which 1 am wholly 
unfurniſh'd : But this is a Blindneſs ra- 
ther than an Excuſe: A petty Artifice 
to excite Compaſſion, or to hide Folly 
and Madneſs under the Dreſs of Sin- 
cerity ; If they expect Mathematical E- 
vidence, they will die Atheiſts, for ſuch 
Conviction is impoſſible, and he that will 
only ſubmit to Proofs, of which-the Mat- 
ter is uncapable, ſhould rather purge than 
diſpute: He is fitter for Phyſick thaa 
Reaſon; and I would counſel him to 
ſhave and air his Brain. | 

Now let me deſire you Gentlemen, by 
all that is dear, to take this Matter. 
into Conſideration, it deſerves Time, 
Thought, and Reflection. The Queſtion 
is whether, there be a God who ter- 
nally rewards Vertue, and eternally pu- 
niſhes Vice. What can be more impor- 
tant, than to be well inform'd on which 
Side of the Contradiction Truth lies? 
If in the next world there be no high 
Court of Juſtice, no judge, no Account 
taken either of Good or Evgl : Why 
| ſhould Men force Appetite ? Storm In- 
clination, or bridle Defire ? Why ſhould 
they forego the Enjoyments of this-Life, 
and ſell a preſent Satisfaction for a vain 
Expectation of a future Felicity 2 
A 2 But 
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But then if there be a God, Atheiſts 
are in il] Circumſtances, they muſt take 
leave of Life and Pleaſure. together; 
and give a ſad Farewell to Delights. 
Their laſt Breath extinguiſhes: Joy, and 
kindles a Flame not to conſume, but to 
torment them eternally. Their Muſick 
will end in Tears, their Pleaſure in Re- 
pentance, and their Repentance in De- 
air. Its a dolefal Cataſtrophe to be 
dragg'd from a Palace into a Dungeon; 
and from the Embraces of a Dabila in- 
to thoſe of everlaſting: Flames. What 
Man in his Senſes would take the moſt 
glittering, and moſt gaudy Happineſs in 
the World, together with ſuch a dreads 
ful Reverſion of Torments? Yet if there 
be Scientia in Excelſis, Knowledge and 
Juſtice above (that is a God) the Infi- 
del Atheiſt will burn below; and feel 
the juſt Revenge of that powerful Maje- 
ſty he ſo obſtinately denyed. 
Now Gentlemen, the Matter ſtanding 
thus: withdraw from Hurry and Paſſion, 
take off all Affection from the preſent; - 
divorce wholly from this World till yon 
are ſure there Is no ſuch thing as an 
other. Argue with ou ſelves thus : 1 
believe I am lawfully begotten; I believe / 
un baptix d: And never doubted. of W 
Fi ec 
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Yet I have the bare Teſtimony of my _ 
Mothers for the Truth of the firſt, and 
perchance the ſole Authority of a Par- 
ſon, or a Midwife for the Belief of the 
ſecond. But all Nations tell me there is 

a God as well as Ages: Why threfore 
ſhall the Word of one Woman, or of one 
Man, not only ſway, but fix and fettle 
my Judgment in thoſe Caſes, and not 
the Joint Teſtimony of all Men in this?. 
| cannot contemplate the petty Springs 
of a Watch, or the rade Contrivance 
of a Cabane, but preſently the Sight leads 
me naturally to an Artificer. I cannot 
poſſibly afcribe the Frame of either to 
blind Chance, or fatal Neceſſity ; and 
tho? I fool my Underſtanding, and en- 
ſlave my ' Reaſon in a thouſand Occa- 
ſions, in this I cannot. They diſobey 
the moſt preſſing Commands of the Will, 
they pronounce boldly inſpite of Practice 
and Inclination; that ſome Hand put 
the Wheels together, and rais'd the Cot- 

tage. - | 
The moſt ifl ſhap'd Animal in the 
World, the moſt deſpicable Leaf are. 
more finely contriv'd than all the Ma- 
chines, that ever Art invented. If there- 
fore the petty Fabrick of a Watch, the 
unpoliſh's Frame of a poor Cottage con- 
X 3 vice 
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vince me they were made by the Hand 
of an Artificer. Muſt I not confeſs this 
majeſtick Pile of the World, ſo vaſt, ſo 
various, ſo ſtupendious was firſt con- 
triv'd by the Wiſdom, and then crea- 


ted by the Power of a moſt perfect A- 


gent ? If a leſs Motive ſways my Judg- 
ment, a. greater may: And if my Aſ- 
ſent be both firm and prudent in one 
Caſe, certainly it cannot be unſtable and- 
imprudent in the other. A Child may 
make theſe Reflections; they are eaſy, 
obvious and. convincing. Reaſon there- 
fore, and Intereſt. plead ſtrongly. againſt 
Atheiſm; and you cannot abet it with- 
out betraying both. | 
Proſtrate (I beſeech you) your ſelves. 
with bended Knees, and bleeding Hearts 
before the Throne of that. dread Ma- 
jeſty you have ſo often provok d by your 
Immorality, and abjured by your Infi- 
delity. Obſtinacy enflames his. Juſtice ; 
but Tears extinguiſh it. It's in your Pow- 
er either to try the Weight of his An- 
ger, or the Sweetneſs of -his Mercy. But 
it Atheiſm waits on you to his Tribu- 
nal, you muſt expect nothing but Dam- 
nation. God's Greatneſs will fright.you, 
his Power will diſarm you, and his Ju- 


ſtice eternally torment jou. In ſpite of 


Pra- 
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Bravado's, Conſcience will not only act 
the- Part of an Accuſer, but of an Ex- 
ecutioner alſo. It will revenge with In- 
tereſt thoſe Rapes and Violences you 
have committed againſt it: here: And 
turn thoſe kind Ad monitions, you re- 
ceiv'd with Raillery into ſo many Inſtru- 
ments of Puniſhment. - . "* 

Gentlemen dare you put theſe Thing 
to a venture? Will you live in Inſide- 
lity, as nnconcernedly, as if all the Ter- 
rors of another World were only fright- 
ful Dreams of Men awake? or meer Pro- 
ductions of a feavouriſh- and diſcomposꝰd 
Brain? Certainly I have made the Bx- 
iſtence of a God too clear to be thought 
Fancy or Viſion. And then I expect Pru- 
dence will not permit you to think it 
a Matter not to be regarded, whether 
you are eternally happy or miſerable. 

At leaſt if you are reſolv'd to play in 
this Life and to weep in the other decoy 
not unwary Gentlemen into ſo Mad a 
Reſolution : Their Pains will not eaſe 
yours. If you plot againſt their Purſe, 
have no Deſign upon their Religion. Scoff 

* them not out of their Creed, tho“ you 

, wheedle them out of their Eſtates, 

when you have ſwept; away. their pre- 
ſeat Stock, force them not to make en 
their 
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their Title to Heaven. You can gain. 


nothing by their Loſs; for the ſame 


Time you railly them out of Heaven, 
you jeſt your ſelves into Hell. 


Beſides, were the Exiſtence of a God, 
the Truth of ' Religion doubtful, yet 
they ſhould be thought on with Seriouſ- 
neſs, and ſpoken of with Reverence; 
for People put a great Streſs on both. 
they look upon the Belief of a Deity, 
and the Practiſe of Religion here as neceſ- 
ſary for their Happineſs hereafter. They 


acknowledge it is not only their Duty, 


but alſo their Intereſt to believe a God, 
and to worſhip him. Methinks there- 
fore it's a Breach of Civility and a Fai» 
lure in Breeding; its an Affront to 
Chriſtians, as well as to their Maker to 
rarn the Obje& of their Adoration into 
Sport and Diverſion, and their Expe- 
Aation into Romance. So that yon can- 
not be prophane without being Clowns. 
Pray therefore (at leaſt for your Repu- 
tation's Sake) employ your Wits and 
Tongues on a more creditable Subject. 
Certainly Wit is not grown ſo ſacrile- 
gious, as not to be pleas'd without pol- 
lating holy Things. A Man may bath 
well without Blaſphemy, and lay in a 


— 


A Gentleman inſtrafved, 8c. 463 
very fair Pretenſion to Ingenuity with- 
out being guilty of Profaneneſs. 


Fo draw towards an End, if you in- 
tend to ſearch Truth with Serenity and 
Candour, take leave of Drollery, preach 
not down God, Religion and Sobriety, 
but treat with Reſpe@ thoſe things Man- 
kind reveres, for Men ſeldom honour 
what they ridicule ; much leſs will they 

roſtrate themſelves to what they bur- 
eſque. Shake off therefore this buffoon- 
ing Humour, and when the Tongue is 
brought under Diſcipline, the Heart will 
throw off all the Lets of Prejudice and 
Paſſion; and then the Underſtanding 
diſengag'd from Violence, will eaſily 
ſubmit to the Force of thofe Reaſons 
I have laid before you. 


But if you run on in a lewd Vein 
of Drollery and Impiety, the molt per- 
ſwaſive Arguments in the World will 
never work upon you; you'll certainly 
ſport your ſelves into Damnation, and 
fink down laughing into Hell. But 
then thoſe Flames that Conſume Mirth, 
will awake Deſpair. You'll begin to 


be both ſerious and wiſe, when har 
e 


464 AGentlemay inſtruſted, &c. 
be too late to be fo. Oh, ſhow fooliſh ? 
how imprudent is it to deny a+ Deity 
in this World, and to believe one in 


the other! To live Atheiſts in London, 
and Theiſts in Hell! | | 
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